
EXODUS
Read Exodus 1  

The changing fortunes of the Is-
raelites in Egypt are marked by 
their transformation into a growing 
slave population that becomes a 
source of anxiety to the pharaoh, 
who works them hard and attempts 
to reduce their numbers. Two faith-
ful midwives save many newborns, 
but the threat remains. 

Reflect: Consider the courage of 
the midwives in standing up to the 
pharaoh. Reflect on the ways in 
which governments sometimes in-
fringe on individual liberties. 

Pray: Ask for the strength and 
the faith in God to meet challenges 
or to work against unjust demands. 

Act: Recognize that circum-
stances change and it is necessary 
to develop new strategies to meet 
the needs of the present and to 
prepare for the future.

1These are the names of the sons of Israel who came 
to Egypt with Jacob, each with his household: 2 Reu -

ben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and 
Benjamin, 4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 The to-
tal number of people born to Jacob was seventy. Jo -
seph was already in Egypt. 6 Then Joseph died, and all 
his brothers, and that whole generation. 7 But the Is-
raelites were fruitful and prolific; they multiplied and 
grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with 
them. 

 
The Israelites Are Oppressed 

8 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not 
know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the Is-
raelite people are more numerous and more powerful 
than we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or 
they will increase and, in the event of war, join our en-
emies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 
11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress 
them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom 
and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were 
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that 
the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13 The 
Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Is-
raelites, 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service 
in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. 
They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on 
them. 

15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, 
one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 
16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, 
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but 
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if it is a girl, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared 
God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded 
them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt 
summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have 
you done this, and allowed the boys to live?” 19 The 
midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew wom -
en are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigor-
ous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 
20 So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people 
multiplied and became very strong. 21 And because the 
midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then 
Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is 
born to the Hebrewsa you shall throw into the Nile, but 
you shall let every girl live.” 

 
Birth and Youth of Moses 

2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and mar-
ried a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and 

bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, 
she hid him three months. 3 When she could hide him 
no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plas-
tered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it 
and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 
4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would hap-
pen to him.  

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at 
the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. 
She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid 
to bring it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child. He 
was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one 
of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his sister 
said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a 
nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the 
girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for 
me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took 
the child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she 
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him 
as her son. She named him Moses,b “because,” she 
said, “I drew him outc of the water.” 

Moses Flees to Midian 
11 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out 

to his people and saw their forced labor. He saw an 
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsfolk. 12 He 
looked this way and that, and seeing no one he killed 
the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 When he went 
out the next day, he saw two Hebrews fighting; and he 
said to the one who was in the wrong, “Why do you 
strike your fellow Hebrew?” 14 He answered, “Who made 
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Read Exodus 2:1–22  
This is a recounting of Moses’ 

earlier life, including a miraculous-
survival birth narrative, Moses’ 
murder of an Egyptian and subse-
quent flight to Midian, and his mar-
riage to a daughter of Reuel. 

Reflect: Consider the stories told 
about founding fathers and how 
the various elements in these sto-
ries set a tone for their later careers. 

Pray: Ask that we may all learn 
from the formative events in our 
lives so that we can become effec-
tive servants of God. 

Act: Take stock of the events that 
have contributed to your identity. 
Use this self-evaluation to aspire to 
serve the community in whatever 
capacity your talents allow.

a Sam Gk Tg: Heb lacks to the Hebrews 
b Heb Mosheh 
c Heb mashah 
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Read Exodus 2:23—3:22  
The initial portion of Moses’ call 

narrative contains all the elements 
of the eventual mission to free the 
Israelite slaves from Egypt. Moses is 
reminded of the covenant promise 
given to the ancestors, God’s name 
is revealed, and assurances are giv-
en for success despite the phar -
aoh’s efforts. 

Reflect: Consider God’s call to 
us to serve in a variety of capacities. 
Reflect on how best to discern and 
answer that call. 

Pray: Ask for the courage to ac-
cept God’s call. Pray for under-
standing, since all calls do not 
come in the form of a burning 
bush. 

Act: Familiarize yourself with 
God’s saving acts and place your-
self in a position to respond favor-
ably when the time comes for you 
to take action.

you a ruler and judge over us? Do you mean to kill me 
as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and 
thought, “Surely the thing is known.” 15 When Pharaoh 
heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. 

But Moses fled from Pharaoh. He settled in the land 
of Midian, and sat down by a well. 16 The priest of Mid-
ian had seven daughters. They came to draw water, and 
filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 But 
some shepherds came and drove them away. Moses got 
up and came to their defense and watered their flock. 
18 When they returned to their father Reuel, he said, 
“How is it that you have come back so soon today?” 
19 They said, “An Egyptian helped us against the shep-
herds; he even drew water for us and watered the flock.” 
20 He said to his daughters, “Where is he? Why did you 
leave the man? Invite him to break bread.” 21 Moses 
agreed to stay with the man, and he gave Moses his 
daughter Zipporah in marriage. 22 She bore a son, and 
he named him Gershom; for he said, “I have been an 
aliena residing in a foreign land.” 

23 After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Is-
raelites groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out 
of the slavery their cry for help rose up to God. 24 God 
heard their groaning, and God remembered his cove -
nant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 God looked 
upon the Israelites, and God took notice of them. 

 
Moses at the Burning Bush 

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law 
Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 

the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 
blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I 
must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see 
why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the LORD saw 
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out 
of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing 
is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look at God. 

7 Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of 
my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on 
account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their suf-
ferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from 
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to 
a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the a Heb ger 



Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has 
now come to me; I have also seen how the 
Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come, I will 
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, 
the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses 
said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be with you; and 
this shall be the sign for you that it is I who 
sent you: when you have brought the peo-
ple out of Egypt, you shall worship God on 
this mountain.” 

 
The Divine Name Revealed 

13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to 
the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 
your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall 
I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM 
WHO I AM.”a He said further, “Thus you shall 
say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to 
you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you 
shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD,b the 
God of your ancestors, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob, has sent me to you’: 

This is my name forever, 
and this my title for all generations. 

16 Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and 
say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your an-
cestors, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying: I 
have given heed to you and to what has 
been done to you in Egypt. 17 I declare that 
I will bring you up out of the misery of 
Egypt, to the land of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing 
with milk and honey.’ 18 They will listen to 
your voice; and you and the elders of Israel 
shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, 
‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met 
with us; let us now go a three days’ journey 
into the wilderness, so that we may sacrifice 
to the LORD our God.’ 19 I know, however, 
that the king of Egypt will not let you go un-
less compelled by a mighty hand.c 20 So I 
will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt 
with all my wonders that I will perform in it; 
after that he will let you go. 21 I will bring this 
people into such favor with the Egyptians 
that, when you go, you will not go empty-
handed; 22 each woman shall ask her neigh-
bor and any woman living in the neighbor’s 
house for jewelry of silver and of gold, and 
clothing, and you shall put them on your 
sons and on your daughters; and so you 
shall plunder the Egyptians.” 
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Moses’ Miraculous Power 

4 Then Moses answered, “But suppose they do not 
believe me or listen to me, but say, ‘The LORD did 

not appear to you.’” 2 The LORD said to him, “What is 
that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, 
“Throw it on the ground.” So he threw the staff on the 
ground, and it became a snake; and Moses drew back 
from it. 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your 
hand, and seize it by the tail”—so he reached out his 
hand and grasped it, and it became a staff in his hand— 
5 “so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of 
their ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 

6 Again, the LORD said to him, “Put your hand inside 
your cloak.” He put his hand into his cloak; and when 
he took it out, his hand was leprous,d as white as snow. 
7 Then God said, “Put your hand back into your 
cloak”—so he put his hand back into his cloak, and 
when he took it out, it was restored like the rest of his 

a Or I AM WHAT I AM or I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE 
b The word “LORD” when spelled with 

capital letters stands for the divine name, 
YHWH, which is here connected with the 
verb hayah, “to be” 

c Gk Vg: Heb no, not by a mighty hand 
d A term for several skin diseases; precise 

meaning uncertain 
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Read Exodus 4  
The conclusion of Moses’ call 

narrative includes the revealing of 
signs demonstrating his role as 
God’s messenger, the introduction 
of Aaron as Moses’ companion and 
spokesperson, and the redeeming 
of Moses’ life when his wife cir-
cumcises their son. 

Reflect: Consider Moses’ reluc-
tance to accept God’s call. Think 
about the need for signs to prove 
God’s power. Reflect on Zipporah’s 
role in foreshadowing the killing of 
the firstborn of Egypt. 

Pray: Ask for a heart and mind 
open to God’s call.  

Act: Strive to be obedient to 
God’s commands and to serve as a 
role model for others.

body—8 “If they will not believe you or heed the first 
sign, they may believe the second sign. 9 If they will not 
believe even these two signs or heed you, you shall take 
some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground; 
and the water that you shall take from the Nile will be-
come blood on the dry ground.” 

10 But Moses said to the LORD, “O my Lord, I have 
never been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now 
that you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of 
speech and slow of tongue.” 11 Then the LORD said to 
him, “Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them 
mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 
12 Now go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you 
what you are to speak.” 13 But he said, “O my Lord, 
please send someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the 
LORD was kindled against Moses and he said, “What of 
your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak 
fluently; even now he is coming out to meet you, and 
when he sees you his heart will be glad. 15 You shall 
speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I will 
be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach 
you what you shall do. 16 He indeed shall speak for you 
to the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and 
you shall serve as God for him. 17 Take in your hand this 
staff, with which you shall perform the signs.” 

 
Moses Returns to Egypt 

18 Moses went back to his father-in-law Jethro and 
said to him, “Please let me go back to my kindred in 
Egypt and see whether they are still living.” And Jethro 
said to Moses, “Go in peace.” 19 The LORD said to Moses 
in Midian, “Go back to Egypt; for all those who were 
seeking your life are dead.” 20 So Moses took his wife 
and his sons, put them on a donkey, and went back to 
the land of Egypt; and Moses carried the staff of God in 
his hand. 

21 And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back 
to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the 
wonders that I have put in your power; but I will harden 
his heart, so that he will not let the people go. 22 Then 
you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD: Israel is 
my firstborn son. 23 I said to you, “Let my son go that he 
may worship me.” But you refused to let him go; now I 
will kill your firstborn son.’” 

24 On the way, at a place where they spent the 
night, the LORD met him and tried to kill him. 25 But Zip-
porah took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin, and 
touched Moses’a feet with it, and said, “Truly you are a 
bridegroom of blood to me!” 26 So he let him alone. It 
was then she said, “A bridegroom of blood by circum-
cision.” a Heb his 



27 The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness 
to meet Moses.” So he went; and he met him at the 
mountain of God and kissed him. 28 Moses told Aaron 
all the words of the LORD with which he had sent him, 
and all the signs with which he had charged him. 
29 Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the 
elders of the Israelites. 30 Aaron spoke all the words that 
the LORD had spoken to Moses, and performed the signs 
in the sight of the people. 31 The people believed; and 
when they heard that the LORD had given heed to the Is-
raelites and that he had seen their misery, they bowed 
down and worshiped. 

 
Bricks without Straw 

5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and 
said, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let my 

people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me 
in the wilderness.’” 2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the 
LORD, that I should heed him and let Israel go? I do not 
know the LORD, and I will not let Israel go.” 3 Then they 
said, “The God of the Hebrews has revealed himself to 
us; let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness to 
sacrifice to the LORD our God, or he will fall upon us with 
pestilence or sword.” 4 But the king of Egypt said to 
them, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the peo-
ple away from their work? Get to your labors!” 5 Pha r -
aoh continued, “Now they are more numerous than the 
people of the landa and yet you want them to stop work-
ing!” 6 That same day Pharaoh commanded the task -
masters of the people, as well as their supervisors, 
7 “You shall no longer give the people straw to make 
bricks, as before; let them go and gather straw for 
themselves. 8 But you shall require of them the same 
quantity of bricks as they have made previously; do not 
diminish it, for they are lazy; that is why they cry, ‘Let 
us go and offer sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Let heavier work 
be laid on them; then they will labor at it and pay no at-
tention to deceptive words.” 

10 So the taskmasters and the supervisors of the 
people went out and said to the people, “Thus says 
Pharaoh, ‘I will not give you straw. 11 Go and get straw 
yourselves, wherever you can find it; but your work will 
not be lessened in the least.’” 12 So the people scattered 
throughout the land of Egypt, to gather stubble for 
straw. 13 The taskmasters were urgent, saying, “Com-
plete your work, the same daily assignment as when 
you were given straw.” 14 And the supervisors of the Is-
raelites, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over 
them, were beaten, and were asked, “Why did you not 
finish the required quantity of bricks yesterday and to-
day, as you did before?” 
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Read Exodus 5  
Moses’ initial attempt to carry 

out his mission fails when Pharaoh 
refuses to recognize the authority 
of Yahweh and demands even 
more work from the Israelites. 

Reflect: Consider how polythe-
istic cultures deal with the worship 
of many gods. Reflect on work situ-
ations in which productivity is 
more important than the needs of 
the workers. 

Pray: Pray that supervisors and 
those in authority may act justly 
and with compassion. 

Act: Stand up to those in author-
ity who make unreasonable de-
mands. Call for justice and respect 
for the religious rights of all per-
sons.

a Sam: Heb The people of the land are now 
many 



Read Exodus 6:1–27  
 In the name of the covenant 

promise, God proclaims that the Is-
raelites will be freed from their 
bondage in Egypt and restored to 
the land of promise. In order to 
certify the roles of Moses and 
Aaron as spokespersons for God, 
the writers provide a genealogy. 

Reflect: Reflect on God’s efforts 
to demonstrate to the people that 
Yahweh is the architect of their 
freedom. Consider how we also 
use resumes to bolster the authori-
ty of leaders. 

Pray: Ask that our eyes may be 
opened to the reality of God’s 
mighty acts. 

Act: Study and then instruct 
each other and your children about 
God’s covenantal promises with 
their assurances and obligations.

15 Then the Israelite supervisors came to Pharaoh 
and cried, “Why do you treat your servants like this? 
16 No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, 
‘Make bricks!’ Look how your servants are beaten! You 
are unjust to your own people.”a 17 He said, “You are 
lazy, lazy; that is why you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice 
to the LORD.’ 18 Go now, and work; for no straw shall be 
given you, but you shall still deliver the same number of 
bricks.” 19 The Israelite supervisors saw that they were 
in trouble when they were told, “You shall not lessen 
your daily number of bricks.” 20 As they left Pharaoh, 
they came upon Moses and Aaron who were waiting to 
meet them. 21 They said to them, “The LORD look upon 
you and judge! You have brought us into bad odor with 
Pharaoh and his officials, and have put a sword in their 
hand to kill us.” 

22 Then Moses turned again to the LORD and said, 
“O LORD, why have you mistreated this people? Why did 
you ever send me? 23 Since I first came to Pharaoh to 
speak in your name, he has mistreated this people, and 
you have done nothing at all to deliver your people.” 

 
Israel’s Deliverance Assured 

6 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see 
what I will do to Pharaoh: Indeed, by a mighty hand 

he will let them go; by a mighty hand he will drive them 
out of his land.” 

2 God also spoke to Moses and said to him: “I am 
the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as 
God Almighty,b but by my name ‘The LORD’c I did not 
make myself known to them. 4 I also established my 
covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, 
the land in which they resided as aliens. 5 I have also 
heard the groaning of the Israelites whom the Egyptians 
are holding as slaves, and I have remembered my 
covenant. 6 Say therefore to the Israelites, ‘I am the 
LORD, and I will free you from the burdens of the Egyp-
tians and deliver you from slavery to them. I will redeem 
you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of 
judgment. 7 I will take you as my people, and I will be 
your God. You shall know that I am the LORD your God, 
who has freed you from the burdens of the Egyptians. 
8 I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; I will give it to you for a 
possession. I am the LORD.’” 9 Moses told this to the Is-
raelites; but they would not listen to Moses, because of 
their broken spirit and their cruel slavery. 

10 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, 11 “Go and tell 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go out of his 
land.” 12 But Moses spoke to the LORD, “The Israelites 
have not listened to me; how then shall Pharaoh listen 
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a Gk Compare Syr Vg: Heb beaten, and the 
sin of your people 

b Traditional rendering of Heb El Shaddai  
c Heb YHWH; see note at 3.15 



to me, poor speaker that I am?”a 13 Thus the LORD spoke 
to Moses and Aaron, and gave them orders regarding 
the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt, charging them 
to free the Israelites from the land of Egypt. 

The Genealogy of Moses and Aaron 
14 The following are the heads of their ancestral 

houses: the sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: Ha -
noch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi; these are the families 
of Reuben. 15 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, 
Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul,b the son of a Canaan-
ite wom an; these are the families of Simeon. 16 The fol-
lowing are the names of the sons of Levi according to 
their genealogies: Gershon,c Kohath, and Merari, and 
the length of Levi’s life was one hundred thirty-seven 
years. 17 The sons of Gershon:c Libni and Shimei, by 
their families. 18 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, He-
bron, and Uzziel, and the length of Kohath’s life was one 
hundred thirty-three years. 19 The sons of Merari: Mahli 
and Mushi. These are the families of the Levites ac-
cording to their genealogies. 20 Amram married 
Jochebed his father’s sister and she bore him Aaron 
and Moses, and the length of Amram’s life was one hun-
dred thirty-seven years. 21 The sons of Izhar: Korah, 
Nepheg, and Zichri. 22 The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elza-
phan, and Sithri. 23 Aaron married Elisheba, daughter of 
Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and she bore him 
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24 The sons of Ko-
rah: Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph; these are the fami-
lies of the Korahites. 25 Aaron’s son Eleazar married one 
of the daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas. 
These are the heads of the ancestral houses of the 
Levites by their families. 

26 It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom the 
LORD said, “Bring the Israelites out of the land of Egypt, 
company by company.” 27 It was they who spoke to 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt, the same Moses and Aaron. 

Moses and Aaron Obey God’s Commands 
28 On the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the 

land of Egypt, 29 he said to him, “I am the LORD; tell 
Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I am speaking to you.” 
30 But Moses said in the LORD’s presence, “Since I am a 
poor speaker,d why would Pharaoh listen to me?” 

7 The LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like 
God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be 

your prophet. 2 You shall speak all that I command you, 
and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the Is-
raelites go out of his land. 3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, and I will multiply my signs and wonders in the 

EXODUS  6 84Fourth Proof 091214

Read Exodus 6:28—7:24  
As the contest between Yahweh 

and Pharaoh begins, Moses and 
Aaron are instructed to perform 
signs, including transforming 
Aaron’s staff into a serpent and us-
ing the staff to turn the water of the 
Nile to blood. When Egyptian ma-
gicians duplicate these tasks, Phar -
aoh disregards Moses’ and Aaron’s 
demands. 

Reflect: Consider the need in a 
polytheistic culture to demonstrate 
the supremacy of one god over an-
other. Reflect on the ecological di s-
as ter caused by the polluting of the 
Nile. 

Pray: Pray that we can set aside 
contests and games and recognize 
the true power of God. 

Act: Analyze situations with an 
open mind. Do not allow precon-
ceived impressions to cloud good 
judgment.

a Heb me? I am uncircumcised of lips 
b Or Saul 
c Also spelled Gershom; see 2.22 
d Heb am uncircumcised of lips; see 6.12 



into a snake. 16 Say to him, ‘The LORD, the 
God of the Hebrews, sent me to you to say, 
“Let my people go, so that they may wor-
ship me in the wilderness.” But until now 
you have not listened. 17 Thus says the 
LORD, “By this you shall know that I am the 
LORD.” See, with the staff that is in my hand 
I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and 
it shall be turned to blood. 18 The fish in the 
river shall die, the river itself shall stink, 
and the Egyptians shall be unable to drink 
water from the Nile.’” 19 The LORD said to 
Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and 
stretch out your hand over the waters of 
Egypt—over its rivers, its canals, and its 
ponds, and all its pools of water—so that 
they may become blood; and there shall be 
blood throughout the whole land of Egypt, 
even in vessels of wood and in vessels of 
stone.’” 

20 Moses and Aaron did just as the 
LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh 
and of his officials he lifted up the staff and 
struck the water in the river, and all the wa-
ter in the river was turned into blood, 21 and 
the fish in the river died. The river stank so 
that the Egyptians could not drink its water, 
and there was blood throughout the whole 
land of Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt 
did the same by their secret arts; so Phar -
aoh’s heart remained hardened, and he 
would not listen to them, as the LORD had 
said. 23 Pharaoh turned and went into his 
house, and he did not take even this to 
heart. 24 And all the Egyptians had to dig 
along the Nile for water to drink, for they 
could not drink the water of the river. 

25 Seven days passed after the LORD 
had struck the Nile. 
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land of Egypt. 4 When Pharaoh does not lis-
ten to you, I will lay my hand upon Egypt 
and bring my people the Israelites, compa-
ny by company, out of the land of Egypt by 
great acts of judgment. 5 The Egyptians 
shall know that I am the LORD, when I 
stretch out my hand against Egypt and 
bring the Israelites out from among them.” 
6 Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as 
the LORD commanded them. 7 Moses was 
eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three 
when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

Aaron’s Miraculous Rod 
8 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 

9 “When Pha r aoh says to you, ‘Perform a 
wonder,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take 
your staff and throw it down before Phar -
aoh, and it will become a snake.’” 10 So 
Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did 
as the LORD had commanded; Aaron threw 
down his staff before Pharaoh and his offi-
cials, and it became a snake. 11 Then Phar -
aoh summoned the wise men and the sor-
cerers; and they also, the magicians of 
Egypt, did the same by their secret arts. 
12 Each one threw down his staff, and they 
became snakes; but Aaron’s staff swal-
lowed up theirs. 13 Still Pharaoh’s heart was 
hardened, and he would not listen to them, 
as the LORD had said. 

The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood 
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Phar -

aoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let 
the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the 
morning, as he is going out to the water; 
stand by at the river bank to meet him, and 
take in your hand the staff that was turned 

a Ch 7.26 in Heb 
b Gk: Heb upon your people 
c Ch 8.1 in Heb 

The Second Plague: Frogs 

8a Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and 
say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: Let my people go, 

so that they may worship me. 2 If you refuse to let them 
go, I will plague your whole country with frogs. 3 The 
river shall swarm with frogs; they shall come up into 
your palace, into your bedchamber and your bed, and 
into the houses of your officials and of your people,b and 
into your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4 The frogs 
shall come up on you and on your people and on all 
your officials.’” 5c And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to 



Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the 
rivers, the canals, and the pools, and make frogs come 
up on the land of Egypt.’” 6 So Aaron stretched out his 
hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up 
and covered the land of Egypt. 7 But the magicians did 
the same by their secret arts, and brought frogs up on 
the land of Egypt. 

8 Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron, and said, 
“Pray to the LORD to take away the frogs from me and 
my people, and I will let the people go to sacrifice to the 
LORD.” 9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “Kindly tell me when I 
am to pray for you and for your officials and for your 
people, that the frogs may be removed from you and 
your houses and be left only in the Nile.” 10 And he said, 
“Tomorrow.” Moses said, “As you say! So that you may 
know that there is no one like the LORD our God, 11 the 
frogs shall leave you and your houses and your officials 
and your people; they shall be left only in the Nile.” 
12 Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh; and 
Moses cried out to the LORD concerning the frogs that he 
had brought upon Pharaoh.a 13 And the LORD did as 
Moses requested: the frogs died in the houses, the 
courtyards, and the fields. 14 And they gathered them 
together in heaps, and the land stank. 15 But when Phar -
aoh saw that there was a respite, he hardened his heart, 
and would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said. 

The Third Plague: Gnats 
16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, 

‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, 
so that it may become gnats throughout the whole land 
of Egypt.’” 17 And they did so; Aaron stretched out his 
hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and 
gnats came on humans and animals alike; all the dust 
of the earth turned into gnats throughout the whole land 
of Egypt. 18 The magicians tried to produce gnats by 
their secret arts, but they could not. There were gnats 
on both humans and animals. 19 And the magicians said 
to Phar aoh, “This is the finger of God!” But Phar aoh’s 
heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, 
just as the LORD had said. 

The Fourth Plague: Flies 
20 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise early in the 

morning and present yourself before Pharaoh, as he 
goes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
LORD: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 
21 For if you will not let my people go, I will send swarms 
of flies on you, your officials, and your people, and into 
your houses; and the houses of the Egyptians shall be 
filled with swarms of flies; so also the land where they 
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a Or frogs, as he had agreed with Pharaoh 

Read Exodus 7:25—8:32  
Three plagues (frogs, gnats, and 

flies) are inflicted on all Egypt ex-
cept the area of Goshen where the 
Israelites live. Whenever Moses 
and Aaron predict a plague, it oc-
curs, and Pharaoh asks Moses to 
pray for it to cease, but when it 
does Pharaoh refuses to relent or 
allow the Israelites leave for three 
days to worship Yahweh. 

Reflect: Consider how the pollu-
tion of the Nile and the death of 
the frogs would contribute to an in-
crease in gnats and flies. Reflect on 
how God is manipulating nature on 
cue when Moses prays. 

Pray: Pray for an increase in 
faith that does not depend upon 
signs or demonstrations of power. 
Pray for the well-being of God’s 
creation. 

Act: Work to preserve the natu-
ral resources that God has provided 
by protecting our watersheds and 
stopping the pollution of our lakes 
and rivers.
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live. 22 But on that day I will set apart the land of Go -
shen, where my people live, so that no swarms of flies 
shall be there, that you may know that I the LORD am in 
this land. 23 Thus I will make a distinctiona between my 
people and your people. This sign shall appear tomor-
row.’” 24 The LORD did so, and great swarms of flies 
came into the house of Pharaoh and into his officials’ 
houses; in all of Egypt the land was ruined because of 
the flies. 

25 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron, and 
said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.” 26 But 
Moses said, “It would not be right to do so; for the sac-
rifices that we offer to the LORD our God are offensive to 
the Egyptians. If we offer in the sight of the Egyptians 
sacrifices that are offensive to them, will they not stone 
us? 27 We must go a three days’ journey into the wilder-
ness and sacrifice to the LORD our God as he commands 
us.” 28 So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to sacrifice to 
the LORD your God in the wilderness, provided you do 
not go very far away. Pray for me.” 29 Then Moses said, 
“As soon as I leave you, I will pray to the LORD that the 
swarms of flies may depart tomorrow from Phar aoh, 
from his officials, and from his people; only do not let 
Pharaoh again deal falsely by not letting the people go 
to sacrifice to the LORD.” 

30 So Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to 
the LORD. 31 And the LORD did as Moses asked: he re-
moved the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his offi-
cials, and from his people; not one remained. 32 But 
Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and would 
not let the people go. 

 
The Fifth Plague: Livestock Diseased 

9 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, and 
say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the He-

brews: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 
2 For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, 
3 the hand of the LORD will strike with a deadly pesti-
lence your livestock in the field: the horses, the don-
keys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. 4 But the 
LORD will make a distinction between the livestock of Is-
rael and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing shall die 
of all that belongs to the Israelites.’” 5 The LORD set a 
time, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this thing in 
the land.” 6 And on the next day the LORD did so; all the 
livestock of the Egyptians died, but of the livestock of 
the Israelites not one died. 7 Pharaoh inquired and found 
that not one of the livestock of the Israelites was dead. 
But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he would 
not let the people go. a Gk Vg: Heb will set redemption 

Read Exodus 9  
The sequence of plagues contin-

ues with a pestilence that attacks 
livestock, boils that afflict both hu-
mans and animals, and killing hail 
and lightning. Once again Goshen 
is spared, and even though Phar -
aoh asks Moses to pray to God to 
end the plagues, he remains obsti-
nate in his refusal to let the peo-
ple go. 

Reflect: Consider how various 
facets of the economy and human 
suffering are highlighted in these 
plagues. Note that individual Egyp-
tians are warned and have a 
choice, but Pharaoh continues to 
be manipulated by God so that the 
plague sequence continues toward 
its climax. 

Pray: Ask for the ability to set 
aside obstinacy and pride. Pray for 
a spirit willing to listen to God’s 
command. 

Act: Seek a means to alleviate 
the suffering caused by disease. 
Help to create emergency pre-
paredness plans for coping with 
natural disasters.



LORD left their slaves and livestock in the 
open field. 

22 The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out 
your hand toward heaven so that hail may 
fall on the whole land of Egypt, on humans 
and animals and all the plants of the field in 
the land of Egypt.” 23 Then Moses stretched 
out his staff toward heaven, and the LORD 
sent thunder and hail, and fire came down 
on the earth. And the LORD rained hail on 
the land of Egypt; 24 there was hail with fire 
flashing continually in the midst of it, such 
heavy hail as had never fallen in all the land 
of Egypt since it became a nation. 25 The 
hail struck down everything that was in the 
open field throughout all the land of Egypt, 
both human and animal; the hail also 
struck down all the plants of the field, and 
shattered every tree in the field. 26 Only in 
the land of Goshen, where the Israelites 
were, there was no hail. 

27 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses 
and Aaron, and said to them, “This time I 
have sinned; the LORD is in the right, and I 
and my people are in the wrong. 28 Pray to 
the LORD! Enough of God’s thunder and 
hail! I will let you go; you need stay no 
longer.” 29 Moses said to him, “As soon as 
I have gone out of the city, I will stretch out 
my hands to the LORD; the thunder will 
cease, and there will be no more hail, so 
that you may know that the earth is the 
LORD’s. 30 But as for you and your officials, 
I know that you do not yet fear the LORD 
God.” 31 (Now the flax and the barley were 
ruined, for the barley was in the ear and 
the flax was in bud. 32 But the wheat and 
the spelt were not ruined, for they are late 
in coming up.) 33 So Moses left Pharaoh, 
went out of the city, and stretched out his 
hands to the LORD; then the thunder and 
the hail ceased, and the rain no longer 
poured down on the earth. 34 But when 
Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and 
the thunder had ceased, he sinned once 
more and hardened his heart, he and his 
officials. 35 So the heart of Pharaoh was 
hardened, and he would not let the Is-
raelites go, just as the LORD had spoken 
through Moses. 
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The Sixth Plague: Boils 
8 Then the LORD said to Moses and 

Aaron, “Take hand fuls of soot from the 
kiln, and let Moses throw it in the air in the 
sight of Pharaoh. 9 It shall become fine dust 
all over the land of Egypt, and shall cause 
festering boils on humans and animals 
throughout the whole land of Egypt.” 10 So 
they took soot from the kiln, and stood be-
fore Pharaoh, and Moses threw it in the air, 
and it caused festering boils on humans 
and animals. 11 The magicians could not 
stand before Moses because of the boils, 
for the boils afflicted the magicians as well 
as all the Egyptians. 12 But the LORD hard-
ened the heart of Pharaoh, and he would 
not listen to them, just as the LORD had 
spoken to Moses. 

The Seventh Plague: Thunder and Hail 
13 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise 

up early in the morning and present your-
self before Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus 
says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews: Let 
my people go, so that they may worship 
me. 14 For this time I will send all my 
plagues upon you yourself, and upon your 
officials, and upon your people, so that you 
may know that there is no one like me in all 
the earth. 15 For by now I could have 
stretched out my hand and struck you and 
your people with pestilence, and you would 
have been cut off from the earth. 16 But this 
is why I have let you live: to show you my 
power, and to make my name resound 
through all the earth. 17 You are still exalt-
ing yourself against my people, and will not 
let them go. 18 Tomorrow at this time I will 
cause the heaviest hail to fall that has ever 
fallen in Egypt from the day it was founded 
until now. 19 Send, therefore, and have your 
livestock and everything that you have in 
the open field brought to a secure place; 
every human or animal that is in the open 
field and is not brought under shelter will 
die when the hail comes down upon 
them.’” 20 Those officials of Pharaoh who 
feared the word of the LORD hurried their 
slaves and livestock off to a secure place. 
21 Those who did not regard the word of the 



The Eighth Plague: Locusts 

10 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh; 
for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his 

officials, in order that I may show these signs of mine 
among them, 2 and that you may tell your children and 
grandchildren how I have made fools of the Egyptians 
and what signs I have done among them—so that you 
may know that I am the LORD.” 

3 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and said to 
him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 
‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before 
me? Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 
4 For if you refuse to let my people go, tomorrow I will 
bring locusts into your country. 5 They shall cover the 
surface of the land, so that no one will be able to see 
the land. They shall devour the last remnant left you af-
ter the hail, and they shall devour every tree of yours 
that grows in the field. 6 They shall fill your houses, and 
the houses of all your officials and of all the Egyp-
tians—something that neither your parents nor your 
grandparents have seen, from the day they came on 
earth to this day.’” Then he turned and went out from 
Pharaoh. 

7 Pharaoh’s officials said to him, “How long shall 
this fellow be a snare to us? Let the people go, so that 
they may worship the LORD their God; do you not yet 
understand that Egypt is ruined?” 8 So Moses and Aaron 
were brought back to Pharaoh, and he said to them, 
“Go, worship the LORD your God! But which ones are to 
go?” 9 Moses said, “We will go with our young and our 
old; we will go with our sons and daughters and with our 
flocks and herds, because we have the LORD’s festival to 
celebrate.” 10 He said to them, “The LORD indeed will be 
with you, if ever I let your little ones go with you! Plain-
ly, you have some evil purpose in mind. 11 No, never! 
Your men may go and worship the LORD, for that is what 
you are asking.” And they were driven out from 
Pharaoh’s presence. 

12 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your 
hand over the land of Egypt, so that the locusts may 
come upon it and eat every plant in the land, all that 
the hail has left.” 13 So Moses stretched out his staff 
over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east 
wind upon the land all that day and all that night; when 
morning came, the east wind had brought the locusts. 
14 The locusts came upon all the land of Egypt and set-
tled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense 
swarm of locusts as had never been before, nor ever 
shall be again. 15 They covered the surface of the whole 
land, so that the land was black; and they ate all the 
plants in the land and all the fruit of the trees that the 
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Read Exodus 10  
Pharaoh attempts to compro-

mise with Moses by saying that 
only the men may go to sacrifice to 
God. Then, after suffering from a 
plague of locusts and three days of 
darkness, he says they all can go, 
but not their livestock. When 
Moses refuses these offers, Pharaoh 
warns him not to return. 

Reflect: Consider how we natu-
rally turn to negotiation rather than 
give in to requests. Reflect on how 
much Egypt suffered in this contest 
between Pharaoh and God. 

Pray: Pray for a willingness to lis-
ten to good advice. 

Act: Resolve to place the welfare 
of the community above individual 
pride and ambition. Seek efficient 
and simple solutions to problems 
without regard for personal advan-
tage.



hail had left; nothing green was left, no 
tree, no plant in the field, in all the land of 
Egypt. 16 Pharaoh hurriedly summoned 
Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned 
against the LORD your God, and against 
you. 17 Do forgive my sin just this once, 
and pray to the LORD your God that at the 
least he remove this deadly thing from 
me.” 18 So he went out from Pharaoh and 
prayed to the LORD. 19 The LORD changed 
the wind into a very strong west wind, 
which lifted the locusts and drove them 
into the Red Sea;a not a single locust was 
left in all the country of Egypt. 20 But the 
LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he 
would not let the Israelites go. 

The Ninth Plague: Darkness 
21 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch 

out your hand toward heaven so that there 
may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a 
darkness that can be felt.” 22 So Moses 
stretched out his hand toward heaven, and 
there was dense darkness in all the land 

of Egypt for three days. 23 People could 
not see one another, and for three days 
they could not move from where they 
were; but all the Israelites had light where 
they lived. 24 Then Pharaoh summoned 
Moses, and said, “Go, worship the LORD. 
Only your flocks and your herds shall re-
main behind. Even your children may go 
with you.” 25 But Moses said, “You must 
also let us have sacrifices and burnt of-
ferings to sacrifice to the LORD our God. 
26 Our livestock also must go with us; not 
a hoof shall be left behind, for we must 
choose some of them for the worship of 
the LORD our God, and we will not know 
what to use to worship the LORD until we 
arrive there.” 27 But the LORD hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, and he was unwilling to 
let them go. 28 Then Pharaoh said to him, 
“Get away from me! Take care that you 
do not see my face again, for on the day 
you see my face you shall die.” 29 Moses 
said, “Just as you say! I will never see your 
face again.” 
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Warning of the Final Plague 

11The LORD said to Moses, “I will bring one more 
plague upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt; after-

wards he will let you go from here; indeed, when he lets 
you go, he will drive you away. 2 Tell the people that 
every man is to ask his neighbor and every woman is to 
ask her neighbor for objects of silver and gold.” 3 The 
LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyp-
tians. Moreover, Moses himself was a man of great im-
portance in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s 
officials and in the sight of the people. 

4 Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: About midnight 
I will go out through Egypt. 5 Every firstborn in the land 
of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits 
on his throne to the firstborn of the female slave who is 
behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the live-
stock. 6 Then there will be a loud cry throughout the 
whole land of Egypt, such as has never been or will ever 
be again. 7 But not a dog shall growl at any of the Is-
raelites—not at people, not at animals—so that you 
may know that the LORD makes a distinction between 
Egypt and Israel. 8 Then all these officials of yours shall 
come down to me, and bow low to me, saying, ‘Leave 
us, you and all the people who follow you.’ After that I 
will leave.” And in hot anger he left Pharaoh. a Or Sea of Reeds 



Read Exodus 12:1–28, 43–51 
Embedded within the descrip-

tion of the tenth plague are the el-
ements of the Passover ritual with 
extra details about the Israelite de-
parture from Egypt, including that 
of painting blood on the doorposts, 
the menu for the ritual meal, calen-
dar injunctions, and restrictions on 
who can partake of the feast. 

Reflect: Consider the rituals we 
create to commemorate major 
events and how we use them to 
educate our children and to 
strengthen the community. 

Pray: Ask for a deeper apprecia-
tion of the liturgy and a desire to 
learn more about our religious her-
itage. 

Act: Spend time studying and 
thinking about the origins of our 
community and our nation. Try to 
link our religious practices to prac-
tical expressions of our faith.

9 The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen to 
you, in order that my wonders may be multiplied in the 
land of Egypt.” 10 Moses and Aaron performed all these 
wonders before Pharaoh; but the LORD hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel 
go out of his land. 

 
The First Passover Instituted 

12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of 
Egypt: 2 This month shall mark for you the be-

ginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year 
for you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on 
the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 
family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is 
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neigh-
bor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in pro-
portion to the number of people who eat of it. 5 Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You 
shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then 
the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall 
slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take some of the 
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of 
the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb 
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire 
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any 
of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with 
its head, legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let none of 
it remain until the morning; anything that remains until 
the morning you shall burn. 11 This is how you shall eat 
it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 
passover of the LORD. 12 For I will pass through the land 
of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; 
on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike 
the land of Egypt. 

14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. 
You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; through-
out your generations you shall observe it as a perpetu-
al ordinance. 15 Seven days you shall eat unleavened 
bread; on the first day you shall remove leaven from 
your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the 
first day until the seventh day shall be cut off from Is-
rael. 16 On the first day you shall hold a solemn assem-
bly, and on the seventh day a solemn assembly; no 
work shall be done on those days; only what everyone 
must eat, that alone may be prepared by you. 17 You 
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Read Exodus 11:1–10; 
12:29–42  

The tenth plague, the death of 
the firstborn of humans and ani-
mals, is inflicted on Egypt. Pharaoh 
at last demands that the Israelites 
leave. As they go, the Israelites take 
the gold and silver of the Egyptians, 
completing God’s predictions of 
this event (see 3:22) that ends 430 
years of bondage. 

Reflect: Consider that to this 
point the plagues have had only 
short-term effects on the Egyptians. 
The deaths of their firstborn have 
cost them their future for a genera-
tion and serve as a sacrifice re-
deeming the suffering they have 
inflicted on the Israelites. 

Pray: Pray for those who suffer 
and for those who have died. Ask 
for the eventual restoration of joy. 

Act: Place your trust in God’s 
saving acts and work toward the 
establishment of a free and just 
society.



shall observe the festival of unleavened 
bread, for on this very day I brought your 
companies out of the land of Egypt: you 
shall observe this day throughout your gen-
erations as a perpetual ordinance. 18 In the 
first month, from the evening of the four-
teenth day until the evening of the twenty-
first day, you shall eat unleavened bread. 
19 For seven days no leaven shall be found 
in your houses; for whoever eats what is 
leavened shall be cut off from the congre-
gation of Israel, whether an alien or a native 
of the land. 20 You shall eat nothing leav-
ened; in all your settlements you shall eat 
unleavened bread. 

21 Then Moses called all the elders of Is-
rael and said to them, “Go, select lambs for 
your families, and slaughter the pass over 
lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in 
the blood that is in the basin, and touch the 
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood 
in the basin. None of you shall go outside 
the door of your house until morning. 23 For 
the LORD will pass through to strike down the 
Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the 
lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD 
will pass over that door and will not allow 
the destroyer to enter your houses to strike 
you down. 24 You shall observe this rite as a 
perpetual ordinance for you and your chil-
dren. 25 When you come to the land that the 
LORD will give you, as he has promised, you 
shall keep this observance. 26 And when 
your children ask you, ‘What do you mean 
by this observance?’ 27 you shall say, ‘It is 
the passover sacrifice to the LORD, for he 
passed over the houses of the Israelites in 
Egypt, when he struck down the Egyptians 
but spared our houses.’” And the people 
bowed down and worshiped. 

28 The Israelites went and did just as 
the LORD had commanded Moses and 
Aaron. 

 
The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn 

29 At midnight the LORD struck down all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne 
to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in 
the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the 
livestock. 30 Pharaoh arose in the night, he 

and all his officials and all the Egyptians; 
and there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there 
was not a house without someone dead. 
31 Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in 
the night, and said, “Rise up, go away from 
my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, 
worship the LORD, as you said. 32 Take your 
flocks and your herds, as you said, and be 
gone. And bring a blessing on me too!” 

The Exodus: From Rameses to Succoth 
33 The Egyptians urged the people to 

hasten their departure from the land, for 
they said, “We shall all be dead.” 34 So the 
people took their dough before it was leav-
ened, with their kneading bowls wrapped 
up in their cloaks on their shoulders. 35 The 
Israelites had done as Moses told them; 
they had asked the Egyptians for jewelry of 
silver and gold, and for clothing, 36 and the 
LORD had given the people favor in the 
sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them 
have what they asked. And so they plun-
dered the Egyptians. 

37 The Israelites journeyed from Rame-
ses to Succoth, about six hundred thou-
sand men on foot, besides children. 38 A 
mixed crowd also went up with them, and 
livestock in great numbers, both flocks and 
herds. 39 They baked unleavened cakes of 
the dough that they had brought out of 
Egypt; it was not leavened, because they 
were driven out of Egypt and could not 
wait, nor had they prepared any provisions 
for themselves. 

40 The time that the Israelites had lived 
in Egypt was four hundred thirty years. 
41 At the end of four hundred thirty years, 
on that very day, all the companies of the 
LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 
42 That was for the LORD a night of vigil, to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt. That 
same night is a vigil to be kept for the LORD 
by all the Israelites throughout their gener-
ations. 

Directions for the Passover 
43 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 

This is the ordinance for the passover: no 
foreigner shall eat of it, 44 but any slave 
who has been purchased may eat of it after 
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Read Exodus 13  
A litany, perhaps intended to be 

chanted, is provided. It explains 
the necessity of redeeming all Is-
raelite firstborn sons in thanks for 
God’s releasing them from Egyptian 
bondage. The path of the exodus 
takes the people south to Succoth. 
They are guided by divine pillars of 
cloud and fire during the day and 
night. 

Reflect: Consider the value of 
creedal statements to reassure and 
to educate the community. Reflect 
on God’s decision to direct the 
people away from the fortified way 
of the Philistines’ land. 

Pray: Pray for understanding of 
our place in God’s community. Ask 
for guidance in our journey 
through life. 

Act: Study the creeds and ele-
ments of faith. Find ways to make 
them and the worship experience 
more meaningful.
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he has been circumcised; 45 no bound or hired servant 
may eat of it. 46 It shall be eaten in one house; you shall 
not take any of the animal outside the house, and you 
shall not break any of its bones. 47 The whole congre-
gation of Israel shall celebrate it. 48 If an alien who re-
sides with you wants to celebrate the passover to the 
LORD, all his males shall be circumcised; then he may 
draw near to celebrate it; he shall be regarded as a na-
tive of the land. But no uncircumcised person shall eat 
of it; 49 there shall be one law for the native and for the 
alien who resides among you. 

50 All the Israelites did just as the LORD had com-
manded Moses and Aaron. 51 That very day the LORD 
brought the Israelites out of the land of Egypt, compa-
ny by company. 

13 The LORD said to Moses: 2 Consecrate to me all 
the firstborn; whatever is the first to open the 

womb among the Israelites, of human beings and ani-
mals, is mine. 

The Festival of Unleavened Bread 
3 Moses said to the people, “Remember this day on 

which you came out of Egypt, out of the house of slav-
ery, because the LORD brought you out from there by 
strength of hand; no leavened bread shall be eaten. 
4 Today, in the month of Abib, you are going out. 5

When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaan-
ites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the Je-
busites, which he swore to your ancestors to give you, 
a land flowing with milk and honey, you shall keep this 
ob servance in this month. 6 Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall 
be a festival to the LORD. 7 Unleavened bread shall be 
eaten for seven days; no leavened bread shall be seen 
in your possession, and no leaven shall be seen among 
you in all your territory. 8 You shall tell your child on 
that day, ‘It is because of what the LORD did for me 
when I came out of Egypt.’ 9 It shall serve for you as a 
sign on your hand and as a reminder on your forehead, 
so that the teaching of the LORD may be on your lips; for 
with a strong hand the LORD brought you out of Egypt. 
10 You shall keep this ordinance at its proper time from 
year to year. 

 
The Consecration of the Firstborn 

11 “When the LORD has brought you into the land of 
the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your ancestors, 
and has given it to you, 12 you shall set apart to the 
LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of 
your livestock that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13 But 
every firstborn donkey you shall redeem with a sheep; 



if you do not redeem it, you must break its 
neck. Every firstborn male among your 
children you shall redeem. 14 When in the 
future your child asks you, ‘What does this 
mean?’ you shall answer, ‘By strength of 
hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, 
from the house of slavery. 15 When Pharaoh 
stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD 
killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
from human firstborn to the firstborn of 
animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD 
every male that first opens the womb, but 
every firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 16 It 
shall serve as a sign on your hand and as 
an emblema on your forehead that by 
strength of hand the LORD brought us out of 
Egypt.” 

The Pillars of Cloud and Fire 
17 When Pharaoh let the people go, 

God did not lead them by way of the land 

of the Philistines, although that was nearer; 
for God thought, “If the people face war, 
they may change their minds and return to 
Egypt.” 18 So God led the people by the 
roundabout way of the wilderness toward 
the Red Sea.b The Israelites went up out of 
the land of Egypt prepared for battle. 
19 And Moses took with him the bones of 
Joseph who had required a solemn oath of 
the Israelites, saying, “God will surely take 
notice of you, and then you must carry my 
bones with you from here.” 20 They set out 
from Succoth, and camped at Etham, on 
the edge of the wilderness. 21 The LORD 
went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by 
day, to lead them along the way, and in a 
pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so 
that they might travel by day and by night. 
22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the 
pillar of fire by night left its place in front of 
the people. 
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Read Exodus 14  
The miraculous crossing of the 

Red Sea is staged as one final deci-
sive defeat of the pharaoh and a 
further demonstration to the Is-
raelites of the intention of God, the 
Divine Warrior, to fight for them. 
The intended result is an acknowl-
edgement, the “fear of God,” by 
both Israel and Egypt. 

Reflect: Consider how Moses’ 
role as mediator is being shaped 
when the Israelites cry out in fear 
and Moses serves as their advocate.  

Pray: Ask for courage in the face 
of danger and for faith in God’s 
purpose in our lives. 

Act: Celebrate God’s creation, 
acknowledging it as a precious re-
source. Strive to suppress rash ac-
tions that can bring disastrous 
consequences.

Crossing the Red Sea 

14 Then the LORD said to Moses: 2 Tell the Israelites 
to turn back and camp in front of Pi-hahiroth, 

between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; 
you shall camp opposite it, by the sea. 3 Pharaoh will 
say of the Israelites, “They are wandering aimlessly in 
the land; the wilderness has closed in on them.” 4 I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, so 
that I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his 
army; and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD. 
And they did so. 

5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people 
had fled, the minds of Pharaoh and his officials were 
changed toward the people, and they said, “What have 
we done, letting Israel leave our service?” 6 So he had 
his chariot made ready, and took his army with him; 
7 he took six hundred picked chariots and all the other 
chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 8 The 
LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt and 
he pursued the Israelites, who were going out boldly. 
9 The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and 
chariots, his chariot drivers and his army; they overtook 
them camped by the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of 
Baal-zephon. 

10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, 
and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In 
great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. 11 They 
said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in 

a Or as a frontlet; meaning of Heb uncertain 
b Or Sea of Reeds 



Egypt that you have taken us away to die 
in the wilderness? What have you done to 
us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not 
the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us 
alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For 
it would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 
13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be 
afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance 
that the LORD will accomplish for you to-
day; for the Egyptians whom you see today 
you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will 
fight for you, and you have only to keep 
still.” 

15 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why 
do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to 
go forward. 16 But you lift up your staff, and 
stretch out your hand over the sea and di-
vide it, that the Israelites may go into the 
sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians so that they will in 
after them; and so I will gain glory for my-
self over Pharaoh and all his army, his 
chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18 And the 
Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I have gained glory for myself over 
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot driv-
ers.” 

19 The angel of God who was going be-
fore the Israelite army moved and went be-
hind them; and the pillar of cloud moved 
from in front of them and took its place be-
hind them. 20 It came between the army of 
Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the 
cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit 
up the night; one did not come near the 
other all night. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back 
by a strong east wind all night, and turned 

the sea into dry land; and the waters were 
divided. 22 The Israelites went into the sea 
on dry ground, the waters forming a wall 
for them on their right and on their left. 
23 The Egyptians pursued, and went into 
the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, 
chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the 
morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire 
and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian 
army, and threw the Egyptian army into 
panic. 25 He cloggeda their chariot wheels 
so that they turned with difficulty. The 
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Is-
raelites, for the LORD is fighting for them 
against Egypt.” 

The Pursuers Drowned 
26 Then the LORD said to Moses, 

“Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that 
the water may come back upon the Egyp-
tians, upon their chariots and chariot driv-
ers.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned 
to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled 
before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians 
into the sea. 28 The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the chariot driv-
ers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had fol-
lowed them into the sea; not one of them 
remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on 
dry ground through the sea, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and 
on their left. 

30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day 
from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel 
saw the great work that the LORD did 
against the Egyptians. So the people 
feared the LORD and believed in the LORD 
and in his servant Moses. 
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The Song of Moses 

15 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to 
the LORD: 

“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed 
gloriously; 

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 
 2 The LORD is my strength and my might,b 

and he has become my salvation; 
a Sam Gk Syr: MT removed 
b Or song 



this is my God, and I will praise him, 
my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

 3 The LORD is a warrior; 
the LORD is his name. 

 4 “Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the 
sea; 

his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea.a 
 5 The floods covered them; 

they went down into the depths like a stone. 
 6 Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power— 

your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy. 
 7 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew 

your adversaries; 
you sent out your fury, it consumed them like 

stubble. 
 8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, 

the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 

 9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its 

fill of them. 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.’ 

10 You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; 
they sank like lead in the mighty waters.  

11 “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? 
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in splendor, doing wonders? 

12 You stretched out your right hand, 
the earth swallowed them.  

13 “In your steadfast love you led the people whom 
you redeemed; 

you guided them by your strength to your holy 
abode. 

14 The peoples heard, they trembled; 
pangs seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 

15 Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; 
trembling seized the leaders of Moab; 
all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away. 

16 Terror and dread fell upon them; 
by the might of your arm, they became still as 

a stone 
until your people, O LORD, passed by, 

until the people whom you acquired passed by. 
17 You brought them in and planted them on the 

mountain of your own possession, 
the place, O LORD, that you made your abode, 
the sanctuary, O LORD, that your hands have 

established. 
18 The LORD will reign forever and ever.” 
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Read Exodus 15  
The jubilation of the Israelites is 

expressed in the “Song of the Sea,” 
extolling God’s triumph over the 
Egyptians at the Red Sea and de-
picting God as supreme and awe-
inspiring, a deity to be feared by all 
other nations. This is contrasted 
with the complaints raised when 
the people cannot find water to 
drink in the desert. 

Reflect: Consider how quickly 
the Israelites’ joy is turned to sullen 
complaint. Reflect on God’s prom-
ise of care and protection if they 
obey his commandments. 

Pray: Ask for the ability to ex-
press joy as exuberantly as the Is-
raelites did at the Red Sea. Pray for 
the wisdom to be obedient to 
God’s voice. 

Act: Seek out ways to express 
thanks to God for the blessings of this 
life. Do not place temporary con-
cerns ahead of the need to acknowl-
edge what God has done for us.

a Or Sea of Reeds 



19 When the horses of Pharaoh with his 
chariots and his chariot drivers went into 
the sea, the LORD brought back the waters 
of the sea upon them; but the Israelites 
walked through the sea on dry ground. 

 
The Song of Miriam 

20 Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s 
sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and 
all the women went out after her with tam-
bourines and with dancing. 21 And Miriam 
sang to them: 

“Sing to the LORD, for he has 
triumphed gloriously; 

horse and rider he has thrown into 
the sea.” 

 
Bitter Water Made Sweet 

22 Then Moses ordered Israel to set out 
from the Red Sea,a and they went into the 
wilderness of Shur. They went three days in 

the wilderness and found no water. 23 When 
they came to Marah, they could not drink 
the water of Marah because it was bitter. 
That is why it was called Marah.b 24 And the 
people complained against Moses, saying, 
“What shall we drink?” 25 He cried out to 
the LORD; and the LORD showed him a piece 
of wood;c he threw it into the water, and the 
water became sweet. 

There the LORDd made for them a statute 
and an ordinance and there he put them to 
the test. 26 He said, “If you will listen care-
fully to the voice of the LORD your God, and 
do what is right in his sight, and give heed 
to his commandments and keep all his 
statutes, I will not bring upon you any of the 
diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; 
for I am the LORD who heals you.” 

27 Then they came to Elim, where there 
were twelve springs of water and seventy 
palm trees; and they camped there by the 
water. 
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Bread from Heaven 

16 The whole congregation of the Israelites set out 
from Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of 

Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth 
day of the second month after they had departed from 
the land of Egypt. 2 The whole congregation of the Is-
raelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had 
died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when 
we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you 
have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.” 

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain 
bread from heaven for you, and each day the people 
shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way 
I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction 
or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they 
bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on oth-
er days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, 
“In the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morn-
ing you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has 
heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are 
we, that you complain against us?” 8 And Moses said, 
“When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening 
and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD 
has heard the complaining that you utter against him—

a Or Sea of Reeds 
b That is Bitterness 
c Or a tree 
d Heb he 



what are we? Your complaining is not against us but 
against the LORD.” 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole con-
gregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he 
has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to 
the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked to-
ward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared 
in the cloud. 11 The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12 “I 
have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to 
them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morn-
ing you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know 
that I am the LORD your God.’” 

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the 
camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew 
around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there 
on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky sub-
stance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Is-
raelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is 
it?”a For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 
them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 
16 This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Gather as 
much of it as each of you needs, an omer to a person 
according to the number of persons, all providing for 
those in their own tents.’” 17 The Israelites did so, some 
gathering more, some less. 18 But when they measured 
it with an omer, those who gathered much had nothing 
over, and those who gathered little had no shortage; 
they gathered as much as each of them needed. 19 And 
Moses said to them, “Let no one leave any of it over un-
til morning.” 20 But they did not listen to Mo ses; some 
left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and be-
came foul. And Moses was angry with them. 21 Morning 
by morning they gathered it, as much as each needed; 
but when the sun grew hot, it melted. 

22 On the sixth day they gathered twice as much 
food, two omers apiece. When all the leaders of the 
congregation came and told Moses, 23 he said to them, 
“This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Tomorrow is a 
day of solemn rest, a holy sabbath to the LORD; bake 
what you want to bake and boil what you want to boil, 
and all that is left over put aside to be kept until morn-
ing.’” 24 So they put it aside until morning, as Moses 
commanded them; and it did not become foul, and 
there were no worms in it. 25 Moses said, “Eat it today, 
for today is a sabbath to the LORD; today you will not 
find it in the field. 26 Six days you shall gather it; but on 
the seventh day, which is a sabbath, there will be none.” 

27 On the seventh day some of the people went out 
to gather, and they found none. 28 The LORD said to 
Moses, “How long will you refuse to keep my com-
mandments and instructions? 29 See! The LORD has giv-
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a Or “It is manna” (Heb man hu, see verse 31) 

Read Exodus 16  
Another instance of the Isra -

elites’ grumbling is used as the ba-
sis for the Sabbath laws and cele-
bration. The hungry people are 
provided with manna, which they 
will eat during their forty years of 
wilderness wandering, and they are 
taught to obey the rules for gather-
ing it. 

Reflect: Consider how the cre-
ation story (Gen 2:1–3) and the 
story of the manna serve to explain 
why the sabbath is to be set aside 
as a day of rest. 

Pray: Pray for an obedient spirit, 
one that is slow to anger and free of 
petty concerns. 

Act: Learn to see the value in 
following instructions that benefit 
individuals and the community. Re-
frain from testing authority in order 
to indulge selfish desires or greed.



en you the sabbath, therefore on the sixth day he gives 
you food for two days; each of you stay where you are; 
do not leave your place on the seventh day.” 30 So the 
people rested on the seventh day. 

31 The house of Israel called it manna; it was like 
coriander seed, white, and the taste of it was like wafers 
made with honey. 32 Mo ses said, “This is what the LORD 
has commanded: ‘Let an omer of it be kept throughout 
your generations, in order that they may see the food 
with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought 
you out of the land of Egypt.’” 33 And Moses said to 
Aaron, “Take a jar, and put an omer of manna in it, and 
place it before the LORD, to be kept throughout your 
generations.” 34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so 
Aaron placed it before the covenant,a for safekeeping. 
35 The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came 
to a habitable land; they ate manna, until they came to 
the border of the land of Canaan. 36 An omer is a tenth 
of an ephah. 

 
Water from the Rock 

17 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congrega-
tion of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the 

LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there 
was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quar-
reled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” 
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why 
do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for 
water; and the people complained against Moses and 
said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and 
our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried 
out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They 
are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The LORD said to 
Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of 
the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff 
with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be stand-
ing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. 7 He called the place Massahb and Meribah,c be-
cause the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, say-
ing, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

Amalek Attacks Israel and Is Defeated 
8 Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at 

Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some men 
for us and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will 
stand on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my 
hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought 
with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to 
the top of the hill. 11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, 
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Read Exodus 17  
God uses Moses’ staff as an in-

strument of divine power to bring 
water from a rock at Meribah 
(compare Num 20:2–13) and to 
bring victory over the Amalekites. 
The tradition of enmity against the 
Amalekites begins here as the Di-
vine Warrior fights for Israel in the 
wilderness. 

Reflect: Contrast the dissatisfac-
tion of the Israelites with God’s 
willingness to protect and provide 
for them. 

Pray: Pray for a faith that allows 
for improbable outcomes. 

Act: Instead of casting blame 
and complaining that our leaders 
are failures, seek out solutions to 
problems and use your energies to 
aid the common good.

a Or treaty or testimony; Heb eduth 
b That is Test 
c That is Quarrel 



14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write 
this as a reminder in a book and recite it in 
the hearing of Joshua: I will utterly blot out 
the remembrance of Amalek from under 
heaven.” 15 And Moses built an altar and 
called it, The LORD is my banner. 16 He said, 
“A hand upon the banner of the LORD!a The 
LORD will have war with Amalek from gen-
eration to generation.” 
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a Cn: Meaning of Heb uncertain 
b Heb ger 
c Heb Eli, my God; ezer, help 
d The clause because . . . Egyptians has been 

transposed from verse 10 

Israel prevailed; and whenever he lowered 
his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ 
hands grew weary; so they took a stone 
and put it under him, and he sat on it. 
Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on 
one side, and the other on the other side; so 
his hands were steady until the sun set. 
13 And Joshua defeated Amalek and his 
people with the sword. 

Jethro’s Advice 

18 Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-
law, heard of all that God had done for Moses 

and for his people Israel, how the LORD had brought Is-
rael out of Egypt. 2 After Moses had sent away his wife 
Zipporah, his father-in-law Jethro took her back, 
3 along with her two sons. The name of the one was 
Gershom (for he said, “I have been an alienb in a foreign 
land”), 4 and the name of the other, Eliezerc (for he said, 
“The God of my father was my help, and delivered me 
from the sword of Pharaoh”). 5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-
law, came into the wilderness where Moses was en-
camped at the mountain of God, bringing Moses’ sons 
and wife to him. 6 He sent word to Moses, “I, your father-
in-law Jethro, am coming to you, with your wife and her 
two sons.” 7 Moses went out to meet his father-in-law; 
he bowed down and kissed him; each asked after the 
other’s welfare, and they went into the tent. 8 Then 
Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD had done 
to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the 
hardship that had beset them on the way, and how the 
LORD had delivered them. 9 Jethro rejoiced for all the 
good that the LORD had done to Israel, in delivering 
them from the Egyptians. 

10 Jethro said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has de-
livered you from the Egyptians and from Pharaoh. 
11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods, be-
cause he delivered the people from the Egyptians,d 
when they dealt arrogantly with them.” 12 And Jethro, 
Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sac-
rifices to God; and Aaron came with all the elders of Is-
rael to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law in the pres-
ence of God. 

13 The next day Moses sat as judge for the people, 
while the people stood around him from morning until 
evening. 14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he 
was doing for the people, he said, “What is this that you 
are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, while all 
the people stand around you from morning until 
evening?” 15 Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because 

Read Exodus 18  
When Moses’ father-in-law Je th -

ro visits the encamped Israelites, he 
makes a statement of faith and 
hosts a sacrificial meal. Jethro then 
provides good organizational ad-
vice, urging Moses to share his ju-
dicial responsibilities with the 
elders. 

Reflect: Consider the value of a 
non-Israelite recognizing Yahweh 
as a deity “greater than all gods.” 
Reflect on the strain placed on 
leaders who conscientiously wish 
to serve the entire community. 

Pray: Pray for those who accept 
leadership roles and ask that they 
may be strengthened and given the 
discernment necessary to carry out 
their tasks. 

Act: Honor your parents and 
elders and listen to the advice that 
comes from their store of life expe-
riences. Learn how to delegate au-
thority.



Read Exodus 19  
A further clarification of the Is-

raelites’ status as a “priestly king-
dom” and a chosen people is 
voiced in creedal form. The sacred 
character of the mountain of God is 
demonstrated by fire, smoke, thun-
der, and restrictions on any but 
Moses and Aaron to ascend. 

Reflect: Consider the obligations 
placed on the Israelites as a people 
set aside by God and held to a 
higher standard of conduct. Reflect 
on how we define sacred space. 

Pray: Ask for the faith and 
courage to accept membership in 
God’s community and to obey his 
commands. 

Act: Learn to recognize and re-
spect what has been consecrated as 
holy and sacred. Work to be obedi-
ent and worthy of God’s gifts.

the people come to me to inquire of God. 16 When they 
have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between 
one person and another, and I make known to them the 
statutes and instructions of God.” 17 Moses’ father-in-
law said to him, “What you are doing is not good. 18 You 
will surely wear yourself out, both you and these people 
with you. For the task is too heavy for you; you cannot 
do it alone. 19 Now listen to me. I will give you counsel, 
and God be with you! You should represent the people 
before God, and you should bring their cases before 
God; 20 teach them the statutes and instructions and 
make known to them the way they are to go and the 
things they are to do. 21 You should also look for able 
men among all the people, men who fear God, are trust-
worthy, and hate dishonest gain; set such men over 
them as officers over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and 
tens. 22 Let them sit as judges for the people at all times; 
let them bring every important case to you, but decide 
every minor case themselves. So it will be easier for 
you, and they will bear the burden with you. 23 If you do 
this, and God so commands you, then you will be able 
to endure, and all these people will go to their home in 
peace.” 

24 So Moses listened to his father-in-law and did all 
that he had said. 25 Moses chose able men from all Is-
rael and appointed them as heads over the people, as 
officers over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. 
26 And they judged the people at all times; hard cases 
they brought to Moses, but any minor case they decid-
ed themselves. 27 Then Moses let his father-in-law de-
part, and he went off to his own country. 

 
The Israelites Reach Mount Sinai 

19 On the third new moon after the Israelites had 
gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day, 

they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They had jour-
neyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, 
and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in 
front of the mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to God; the 
LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus 
you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Is-
raelites: 4 You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you 
to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured posses-
sion out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is 
mine, 6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and 
a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak 
to the Israelites.” 

7 So Moses came, summoned the elders of the peo-
ple, and set before them all these words that the LORD 
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had commanded him. 8 The people all an-
swered as one: “Everything that the LORD 
has spoken we will do.” Moses reported the 
words of the people to the LORD. 9 Then the 
LORD said to Moses, “I am going to come to 
you in a dense cloud, in order that the peo-
ple may hear when I speak with you and so 
trust you ever after.” 

The People Consecrated 
When Moses had told the words of the 

people to the LORD, 10 the LORD said to 
Moses: “Go to the people and consecrate 
them today and tomorrow. Have them 
wash their clothes 11 and prepare for the 
third day, because on the third day the 
LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in 
the sight of all the people. 12 You shall set 
limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Be 
careful not to go up the mountain or to 
touch the edge of it. Any who touch the 
mountain shall be put to death. 13 No hand 
shall touch them, but they shall be stoned 
or shot with arrows;a whether animal or hu-
man being, they shall not live.’ When the 
trumpet sounds a long blast, they may go 
up on the mountain.” 14 So Moses went 
down from the mountain to the people. He 
consecrated the people, and they washed 
their clothes. 15 And he said to the people, 
“Prepare for the third day; do not go near a 
woman.” 

16 On the morning of the third day 

there was thunder and lightning, as well as 
a thick cloud on the mountain, and a blast 
of a trumpet so loud that all the people who 
were in the camp trembled. 17 Moses 
brought the people out of the camp to meet 
God. They took their stand at the foot of 
the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was 
wrapped in smoke, because the LORD had 
descended upon it in fire; the smoke went 
up like the smoke of a kiln, while the whole 
mountain shook violently. 19 As the blast of 
the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses 
would speak and God would answer him in 
thunder. 20 When the LORD descended upon 
Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain, 
the LORD summoned Moses to the top of the 
mountain, and Moses went up. 21 Then the 
LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn 
the people not to break through to the LORD 
to look; otherwise many of them will perish. 
22 Even the priests who approach the LORD 
must consecrate themselves or the LORD 
will break out against them.” 23 Moses said 
to the LORD, “The people are not permitted 
to come up to Mount Sinai; for you yourself 
warned us, saying, ‘Set limits around the 
mountain and keep it holy.’” 24 The LORD 
said to him, “Go down, and come up bring-
ing Aaron with you; but do not let either the 
priests or the people break through to 
come up to the LORD; otherwise he will 
break out against them.” 25 So Mo ses went 
down to the people and told them. 
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a Heb lacks with arrows 
b Or besides 
c Or to thousands 

The Ten Commandments 
Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
3 you shall have no other gods beforeb me. 

4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or wor-
ship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the 
third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 
6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth gener-
ationc of those who love me and keep my command-
ments. 

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 

20
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Read Exodus 20  
The Ten Commandments are 

given to the people as a further ex-
pression of the covenant. The peo-
ple call on Moses to serve as 
go-between with God, and God 
details the construction of altars. 

Reflect: Consider the meaning 
of obedience and the need to al-
ways ask “What must we do or not 
do?” Reflect on the fear that keeps 
the people from a desire to speak 
directly with God. 

Pray: Ask for the desire to obey 
and serve God. Pray for a deeper 
understanding of God’s com-
mands.  

Act: Make a careful study of the 
Ten Commandments and how they 
continue to relate to and direct our 
lives.

the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name. 

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six 
days you shall labor and do all your work. 10 But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you 
shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, 
your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the 
sabbath day and consecrated it. 

12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your 
days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you. 

13 You shall not murder.a 

14 You shall not commit adultery. 
15 You shall not steal. 
16 You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor. 
17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you 

shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and 
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking, they were afraidb and trembled and stood at a 
distance, 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and 
we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will 
die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for 
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of 
him upon you so that you do not sin.” 21 Then the peo-
ple stood at a distance, while Moses drew near to the 
thick darkness where God was. 

The Law concerning the Altar 
22 The LORD said to Moses: Thus you shall say to 

the Israelites: “You have seen for yourselves that I 
spoke with you from heaven. 23 You shall not make gods 
of silver alongside me, nor shall you make for your-
selves gods of gold. 24 You need make for me only an 
altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and 
your offerings of well-being, your sheep and your oxen; 
in every place where I cause my name to be remem-
bered I will come to you and bless you. 25 But if you 
make for me an altar of stone, do not build it of hewn 
stones; for if you use a chisel upon it you profane it. 
26 You shall not go up by steps to my altar, so that your 
nakedness may not be exposed on it.” 

a Or kill 
b Sam Gk Syr Vg: MT they saw 



The Law concerning Slaves 

21These are the ordinances that you shall set be-
fore them: 

2 When you buy a male Hebrew slave, he shall serve 
six years, but in the seventh he shall go out a free per-
son, without debt. 3 If he comes in single, he shall go out 
single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out 
with him. 4 If his master gives him a wife and she bears 
him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall 
be her master’s and he shall go out alone. 5 But if the 
slave declares, “I love my master, my wife, and my chil-
dren; I will not go out a free person,” 6 then his master 
shall bring him before God.a He shall be brought to the 
door or the doorpost; and his master shall pierce his ear 
with an awl; and he shall serve him for life. 

7 When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall 
not go out as the male slaves do. 8 If she does not please 
her master, who designated her for himself, then he shall 
let her be redeemed; he shall have no right to sell her to a 
foreign people, since he has dealt unfairly with her. 9 If he 
designates her for his son, he shall deal with her as with a 
daughter. 10 If he takes another wife to himself, he shall 
not diminish the food, clothing, or marital rights of the first 
wife.b 11 And if he does not do these three things for her, 
she shall go out without debt, without payment of money. 

The Law concerning Violence 
12 Whoever strikes a person mortally shall be put to 

death. 13 If it was not premeditated, but came about by 
an act of God, then I will appoint for you a place to 
which the killer may flee. 14 But if someone willfully at-
tacks and kills another by treachery, you shall take the 
killer from my altar for execution. 

15 Whoever strikes father or mother shall be put to 
death. 

16 Whoever kidnaps a person, whether that person 
has been sold or is still held in possession, shall be put 
to death. 

17 Whoever curses father or mother shall be put to 
death. 

18 When individuals quarrel and one strikes the oth-
er with a stone or fist so that the injured party, though 
not dead, is confined to bed, 19 but recovers and walks 
around outside with the help of a staff, then the as-
sailant shall be free of liability, except to pay for the loss 
of time, and to arrange for full recovery. 

20 When a slaveowner strikes a male or female 
slave with a rod and the slave dies immediately, the 
owner shall be punished. 21 But if the slave survives a 
day or two, there is no punishment; for the slave is the 
owner’s property. 
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a Or to the judges 
b Heb of her 

Read Exodus 21  
This first segment of the Cov -

enant Code contains legal state-
ments on the treatment of slaves, 
the liability attached to personal in-
jury based on a variety of cases, 
and the forms of punishment and 
compensation attached to these 
crimes. 

Reflect: Although many of these 
legal cases relate to a society that 
no longer exists, consider how our 
courts are still filled with personal 
injury lawsuits. Reflect on how laws 
are a reflection of what a commu-
nity values and wishes to protect. 

Pray: Pray for an acceptance of 
the need for order within society. 
Ask forgiveness for those instances 
in which we fall short of what is ex-
pected or attempt to circumvent 
the system. 

Act: Become familiar with the 
role that law plays in protecting our 
community. Accept responsibility 
for mistakes and seek to safeguard 
neighbors from vicious animals or 
other dangers.



Read Exodus 22  
This section contains a variety of 

statutes dealing with theft, restitu-
tion of damaged, lost, or borrowed 
property, the taking of oaths, prohi-
bitions against charging interest, 
compassionate treatment of day la-
borers, and the cycle of offerings 
from the harvest. 

Reflect: Consider how the Ten 
Com mandments provide a legal 
foundation for these case laws. Re-
flect on the many aspects of daily 
life that are touched by issues of 
compensation and care of property. 

Pray: Pray that fair dealing be 
our standard in doing business or in 
working with others. 

Act: Seek ways to protect our 
property and that of others so that 
there can be no claim of misappro-
priation, misuse, or malign intent.

22 When people who are fighting injure a pregnant 
woman so that there is a miscarriage, and yet no further 
harm follows, the one responsible shall be fined what 
the woman’s husband demands, paying as much as the 
judges determine. 23 If any harm follows, then you shall 
give life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, 
stripe for stripe. 

26 When a slaveowner strikes the eye of a male or 
female slave, destroying it, the owner shall let the slave 
go, a free person, to compensate for the eye. 27 If the 
owner knocks out a tooth of a male or female slave, the 
slave shall be let go, a free person, to compensate for 
the tooth. 

Laws concerning Property 
28 When an ox gores a man or a woman to death, 

the ox shall be stoned, and its flesh shall not be eaten; 
but the owner of the ox shall not be liable. 29 If the ox 
has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its own-
er has been warned but has not restrained it, and it kills 
a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned, and its own-
er also shall be put to death. 30 If a ransom is imposed 
on the owner, then the owner shall pay whatever is im-
posed for the redemption of the victim’s life. 31 If it gores 
a boy or a girl, the owner shall be dealt with according 
to this same rule. 32 If the ox gores a male or female 
slave, the owner shall pay to the slaveowner thirty 
shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned. 

33 If someone leaves a pit open, or digs a pit and 
does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 
34 the owner of the pit shall make restitution, giving 
money to its owner, but keeping the dead animal. 

35 If someone’s ox hurts the ox of another, so that it 
dies, then they shall sell the live ox and divide the price 
of it; and the dead animal they shall also divide. 36 But 
if it was known that the ox was accustomed to gore in 
the past, and its owner has not restrained it, the owner 
shall restore ox for ox, but keep the dead animal. 

Laws of Restitution 

22a When someone steals an ox or a sheep, and 
slaughters it or sells it, the thief shall pay five 

oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep.b The thief 
shall make restitution, but if unable to do so, shall be 
sold for the theft. 4 When the animal, whether ox or don-
key or sheep, is found alive in the thief’s possession, the 
thief shall pay double. 

 2c If a thief is found breaking in, and is beaten to 
death, no bloodguilt is incurred; 3 but if it happens after 
sunrise, bloodguilt is incurred. 
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a Ch 21.37 in Heb 
b Verses 2, 3, and 4 rearranged thus: 

3b, 4, 2, 3a 
c Ch 22.1 in Heb 



5 When someone causes a field or vine-
yard to be grazed over, or lets livestock 
loose to graze in someone else’s field, resti-
tution shall be made from the best in the 
owner’s field or vineyard. 

6 When fire breaks out and catches in 
thorns so that the stacked grain or the 
standing grain or the field is consumed, the 
one who started the fire shall make full 
restitution. 

7 When someone delivers to a neighbor 
money or goods for safekeeping, and they 
are stolen from the neighbor’s house, then 
the thief, if caught, shall pay double. 8 If the 
thief is not caught, the owner of the house 
shall be brought before God,a to determine 
whether or not the owner had laid hands on 
the neighbor’s goods. 

9 In any case of disputed ownership in-
volving ox, donkey, sheep, clothing, or any 
other loss, of which one party says, “This is 
mine,” the case of both parties shall come 
before God;a the one whom God con-
demnsb shall pay double to the other. 

10 When someone delivers to another a 
donkey, ox, sheep, or any other animal for 
safekeeping, and it dies or is injured or is 
carried off, without anyone seeing it, 11 an 
oath before the LORD shall decide between 
the two of them that the one has not laid 
hands on the property of the other; the 
owner shall accept the oath, and no restitu-
tion shall be made. 12 But if it was stolen, 
restitution shall be made to its owner. 13 If it 
was mangled by beasts, let it be brought as 
evidence; restitution shall not be made for 
the mangled remains. 

14 When someone borrows an animal 
from another and it is injured or dies, the 
owner not being present, full restitution 
shall be made. 15 If the owner was present, 
there shall be no restitution; if it was hired, 
only the hiring fee is due. 

Social and Religious Laws 
16 When a man seduces a virgin who is 

not engaged to be married, and lies with 
her, he shall give the bride-price for her 
and make her his wife. 17 But if her father 
refuses to give her to him, he shall pay an 
amount equal to the bride-price for vir-
gins. 

18 You shall not permit a female sor-
cerer to live. 

19 Whoever lies with an animal shall be 
put to death. 

20 Whoever sacrifices to any god, other 
than the LORD alone, shall be devoted to 
destruction. 

21 You shall not wrong or oppress a 
resident alien, for you were aliens in the 
land of Egypt. 22 You shall not abuse any 
widow or orphan. 23 If you do abuse them, 
when they cry out to me, I will surely heed 
their cry; 24 my wrath will burn, and I will 
kill you with the sword, and your wives 
shall become widows and your children or-
phans. 

25 If you lend money to my people, to 
the poor among you, you shall not deal 
with them as a creditor; you shall not exact 
interest from them. 26 If you take your 
neighbor’s cloak in pawn, you shall restore 
it before the sun goes down; 27 for it may be 
your neighbor’s only clothing to use as 
cover; in what else shall that person sleep? 
And if your neighbor cries out to me, I will 
listen, for I am compassionate. 

28 You shall not revile God, or curse a 
leader of your people. 

29 You shall not delay to make offer-
ings from the fullness of your harvest and 
from the outflow of your presses.c 

The firstborn of your sons you shall give 
to me. 30 You shall do the same with your 
oxen and with your sheep: seven days it 
shall remain with its mother; on the eighth 
day you shall give it to me. 

31 You shall be people consecrated to 
me; therefore you shall not eat any meat 
that is mangled by beasts in the field; you 
shall throw it to the dogs. 
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a Or before the judges 
b Or the judges condemn 

c Meaning of Heb uncertain 
 



Justice for All 

23 You shall not spread a false report. You shall not 
join hands with the wicked to act as a malicious 

witness. 2 You shall not follow a majority in wrongdoing; 
when you bear witness in a lawsuit, you shall not side 
with the majority so as to pervert justice; 3 nor shall you 
be partial to the poor in a lawsuit. 

4 When you come upon your enemy’s ox or donkey 
going astray, you shall bring it back. 

5 When you see the donkey of one who hates you 
lying under its burden and you would hold back from 
setting it free, you must help to set it free.a 

6 You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor 
in their lawsuits. 7 Keep far from a false charge, and do 
not kill the innocent and those in the right, for I will not 
acquit the guilty. 8 You shall take no bribe, for a bribe 
blinds the officials, and subverts the cause of those who 
are in the right. 

9 You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know 
the heart of an alien, for you were aliens in the land of 
Egypt. 

 
Sabbatical Year and Sabbath 

10 For six years you shall sow your land and gather 
in its yield; 11 but the seventh year you shall let it rest 
and lie fallow, so that the poor of your people may eat; 
and what they leave the wild animals may eat. You shall 
do the same with your vineyard, and with your olive or-
chard. 

12 Six days you shall do your work, but on the sev-
enth day you shall rest, so that your ox and your don-
key may have relief, and your homeborn slave and the 
resident alien may be refreshed. 13 Be attentive to all 
that I have said to you. Do not invoke the names of oth-
er gods; do not let them be heard on your lips. 

 
The Annual Festivals 

14 Three times in the year you shall hold a festival 
for me. 15 You shall observe the festival of unleavened 
bread; as I commanded you, you shall eat unleavened 
bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month 
of Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. 

No one shall appear before me empty-handed. 
16 You shall observe the festival of harvest, of the 

first fruits of your labor, of what you sow in the field. You 
shall observe the festival of ingathering at the end of the 
year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your 
labor. 17 Three times in the year all your males shall ap-
pear before the Lord GOD. 

18 You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with 
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Read Exodus 23  
Dishonest behavior of all sorts 

(false witness, bribery, conviction of 
the innocent) is prohibited in this 
segment of the law code. The sab-
batical year, the sabbath, and the 
three major religious festivals are 
described as obligations. Finally, the 
covenant promise of land is reiter-
ated with the pledge of victory over 
the inhabitants as long as the Is-
raelites do not worship other gods. 

Reflect: Consider how society is 
harmed by those who disregard 
their legal and social obligations for 
personal gain. Reflect on the value 
of regular religious festivals in 
building community. 

Pray: Pray that we may take se-
riously our obligation to treat every 
person with respect and honesty. 
Ask that we may be obedient to 
God’s directing spirit so that we 
will benefit from the covenant 
promises. 

Act: Seek to create a just society 
that does not tolerate misuse of the 
law for personal gain. Gladly partic-
ipate in the major festivals of the 
church.

a Meaning of Heb uncertain 
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Read Exodus 24  
A covenant renewal ceremony is 

performed at Mt. Sinai, with Moses 
reading the book of the covenant 
to the people. After he has re-
ceived their affirmation of obedi-
ence, a huge sacrifice is made and 
blood is cast onto the people to 
seal their pledge. Moses then as-
cends the cloud-covered mountain 
to receive the tablets of the law and 
further instructions. 

Reflect: Consider how Moses, 
Aaron, and the seventy elders are 
set apart as leaders in this account. 
Reflect on the value of renewing 
the covenant as the people embark 
on a new phase in their history. 

Pray: Pray that we may take se-
riously our pledge of faith and obe-
dience. Ask that God will continue 
to direct us and provide us with 
strong leaders in faith. 

Act: Compare those moments in 
history that are considered turning 
points with this event at Mt. Sinai. 
Find ways to affirm your faith both 
publicly and privately.

a Gk Vg: Heb he 
b Or hornets: Meaning of Heb uncertain 
c Or Sea of Reeds 

anything leavened, or let the fat of my festival remain 
until the morning. 

19 The choicest of the first fruits of your ground you 
shall bring into the house of the LORD your God. 

You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk. 

The Conquest of Canaan Promised 
20 I am going to send an angel in front of you, to 

guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that 
I have prepared. 21 Be attentive to him and listen to his 
voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon 
your transgression; for my name is in him. 

22 But if you listen attentively to his voice and do all 
that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and 
a foe to your foes. 

23 When my angel goes in front of you, and brings 
you to the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Ca -
naanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and I blot them 
out, 24 you shall not bow down to their gods, or worship 
them, or follow their practices, but you shall utterly de-
molish them and break their pillars in pieces. 25 You 
shall worship the LORD your God, and Ia will bless your 
bread and your water; and I will take sickness away 
from among you. 26 No one shall miscarry or be barren 
in your land; I will fulfill the number of your days. 27 I will 
send my terror in front of you, and will throw into con-
fusion all the people against whom you shall come, and 
I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 
28 And I will send the pestilenceb in front of you, which 
shall drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hit-
tites from before you. 29 I will not drive them out from 
before you in one year, or the land would become des-
olate and the wild animals would multiply against you. 
30 Little by little I will drive them out from before you, 
until you have increased and possess the land. 31 I will 
set your borders from the Red Seac to the sea of the 
Philistines, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates; 
for I will hand over to you the inhabitants of the land, 
and you shall drive them out before you. 32 You shall 
make no covenant with them and their gods. 33 They 
shall not live in your land, or they will make you sin 
against me; for if you worship their gods, it will surely 
be a snare to you. 

The Blood of the Covenant 

24 Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, 
you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy 

of the elders of Israel, and worship at a distance. 2 Mo -
ses alone shall come near the LORD; but the others shall 
not come near, and the people shall not come up with 
him.” 



Read Exodus 25  
Instructions are given for the 

construction of the ark of the 
covenant, an offering table, and a 
golden lampstand. These sacred 
objects serve as a focus and re-
minder of God’s presence with the 
people. 

Reflect: Reflect on the role that 
sacred objects play in worship and 
the meaning of consecration of 
these objects. 

Pray: Pray that we may recog-
nize God’s presence in all of cre-
ation. Ask that sacred objects may 
serve as a reminder of God’s prom-
ises and a means of strengthening 
our faith.  

Act: Make a study of the objects 
used in worship, their purposes 
and intent. Become aware of their 
importance as utensils and aids in 
focusing attention on sacred acts.
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a Heb He 

3 Moses came and told the people all the words of 
the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people an-
swered with one voice, and said, “All the words that the 
LORD has spoken we will do.” 4 And Moses wrote down 
all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning, 
and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and set up 
twelve pillars, corresponding to the twelve tribes of Is-
rael. 5 He sent young men of the people of Israel, who 
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed oxen as offerings 
of well-being to the LORD. 6 Moses took half of the blood 
and put it in basins, and half of the blood he dashed 
against the altar. 7 Then he took the book of the 
covenant, and read it in the hearing of the people; and 
they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and 
we will be obedient.” 8 Moses took the blood and dashed 
it on the people, and said, “See the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accor-
dance with all these words.” 

On the Mountain with God 
9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 

seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10 and they saw 
the God of Israel. Under his feet there was something 
like a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven 
for clearness. 11 Goda did not lay his hand on the chief 
men of the people of Israel; also they beheld God, and 
they ate and drank. 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the 
mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets 
of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I 
have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses set out 
with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the 
mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait 
here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and 
Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to 
them.” 

15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the 
cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD 
settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six 
days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD 
was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in 
the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the 
cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

Offerings for the Tabernacle 

25 The LORD said to Moses: 2 Tell the Israelites to 
take for me an offering; from all whose hearts 

prompt them to give you shall receive the offering for 
me. 3 This is the offering that you shall receive from 



them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 blue, pur-
ple, and crimson yarns and fine linen, 
goats’ hair, 5 tanned rams’ skins, fine 
leather,a acacia wood, 6 oil for the lamps, 
spices for the anointing oil and for the fra-
grant incense, 7 onyx stones and gems to 
be set in the ephod and for the breastpiece. 
8 And have them make me a sanctuary, so 
that I may dwell among them. 9 In accor-
dance with all that I show you concerning 
the pattern of the tabernacle and of all its 
furniture, so you shall make it. 
 
The Ark of the Covenant 

10 They shall make an ark of acacia 
wood; it shall be two and a half cubits long, 
a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a 
half high. 11 You shall overlay it with pure 
gold, inside and outside you shall overlay 
it, and you shall make a molding of gold 
upon it all around. 12 You shall cast four 
rings of gold for it and put them on its four 
feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two 
rings on the other side. 13 You shall make 
poles of acacia wood, and overlay them 
with gold. 14 And you shall put the poles 
into the rings on the sides of the ark, by 
which to carry the ark. 15 The poles shall 
remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not 
be taken from it. 16 You shall put into the 
ark the covenantb that I shall give you. 

17 Then you shall make a mercy seatc 
of pure gold; two cubits and a half shall be 
its length, and a cubit and a half its width. 
18 You shall make two cherubim of gold; 
you shall make them of hammered work, 
at the two ends of the mercy seat.d 19 Make 
one cherub at the one end, and one cherub 
at the other; of one piece with the mercy 
seatd you shall make the cherubim at its 
two ends. 20 The cherubim shall spread out 
their wings above, overshadowing the mer-
cy seatd with their wings. They shall face 
one to another; the faces of the cherubim 
shall be turned toward the mercy seat.d 
21 You shall put the mercy seatd on the top 

of the ark; and in the ark you shall put the 
covenantb that I shall give you. 22 There I 
will meet with you, and from above the 
mercy seat,d from between the two cheru-
bim that are on the ark of the covenant,b I 
will deliver to you all my commands for the 
Israelites. 

The Table for the Bread of the Presence 
23 You shall make a table of acacia 

wood, two cubits long, one cubit wide, and 
a cubit and a half high. 24 You shall overlay 
it with pure gold, and make a molding of 
gold around it. 25 You shall make around it 
a rim a handbreadth wide, and a molding of 
gold around the rim. 26 You shall make for 
it four rings of gold, and fasten the rings to 
the four corners at its four legs. 27 The rings 
that hold the poles used for carrying the 
table shall be close to the rim. 28 You shall 
make the poles of acacia wood, and over-
lay them with gold, and the table shall be 
carried with these. 29 You shall make its 
plates and dishes for incense, and its 
flagons and bowls with which to pour drink 
offerings; you shall make them of pure 
gold. 30 And you shall set the bread of the 
Presence on the table before me always. 

The Lampstand 
31 You shall make a lampstand of pure 

gold. The base and the shaft of the lamp-
stand shall be made of hammered work; its 
cups, its calyxes, and its petals shall be of 
one piece with it; 32 and there shall be six 
branches going out of its sides, three 
branches of the lampstand out of one side of 
it and three branches of the lampstand out 
of the other side of it; 33 three cups shaped 
like almond blossoms, each with calyx 
and petals, on one branch, and three cups 
shaped like almond blossoms, each with ca-
lyx and petals, on the other branch—so for 
the six branches going out of the lamp-
stand. 34 On the lampstand itself there shall 
be four cups shaped like almond blossoms, 
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a Meaning of Heb uncertain 
b Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 

c Or a cover 
d Or the cover 



hammered piece of pure gold. 37 You shall 
make the seven lamps for it; and the lamps 
shall be set up so as to give light on the 
space in front of it. 38 Its snuffers and trays 
shall be of pure gold. 39 It, and all these 
utensils, shall be made from a talent of 
pure gold. 40 And see that you make them 
according to the pattern for them, which is 
being shown you on the mountain. 
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Read Exodus 26  
Intricate details are given for the 

construction of the tabernacle, 
which will house the ark and serve 
as a portable temple during the 
march through the wilderness. The 
outer screen walls create a sacred 
precinct within which is the most 
holy place, where the ark is placed 
behind a sacred curtain. 

Reflect: Although the tabernacle 
is a practical substitute for a tem-
ple, consider the care taken to des-
ignate and separate sacred space 
from the secular world. Reflect on 
why this was seen as important. 

Pray: Pray for the workers who 
put care and attention into their 
construction of churches. Ask for 
the opportunity to seek solace and 
peace within God’s house. 

Act: When called upon, con-
tribute your gifts and skills to the 
construction and maintenance of 
God’s house. Learn more about 
each facet of sacred architecture.

each with its calyxes and petals. 35 There 
shall be a calyx of one piece with it under 
the first pair of branches, a calyx of one 
piece with it under the next pair of branch-
es, and a calyx of one piece with it under 
the last pair of branches—so for the six 
branches that go out of the lampstand. 
36 Their calyxes and their branches shall be 
of one piece with it, the whole of it one 

The Tabernacle 

26 Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with 
ten curtains of fine twisted linen, and blue, pur-

ple, and crimson yarns; you shall make them with 
cherubim skillfully worked into them. 2 The length of 
each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width 
of each curtain four cubits; all the curtains shall be of 
the same size. 3 Five curtains shall be joined to one an-
other; and the other five curtains shall be joined to one 
another. 4 You shall make loops of blue on the edge of 
the outermost curtain in the first set; and likewise you 
shall make loops on the edge of the outermost curtain 
in the second set. 5 You shall make fifty loops on the 
one curtain, and you shall make fifty loops on the edge 
of the curtain that is in the second set; the loops shall 
be opposite one another. 6 You shall make fifty clasps of 
gold, and join the curtains to one another with the 
clasps, so that the tabernacle may be one whole. 

7 You shall also make curtains of goats’ hair for a 
tent over the tabernacle; you shall make eleven cur-
tains. 8 The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, 
and the width of each curtain four cubits; the eleven 
curtains shall be of the same size. 9 You shall join five 
curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves, 
and the sixth curtain you shall double over at the front 
of the tent. 10 You shall make fifty loops on the edge of 
the curtain that is outermost in one set, and fifty loops 
on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in the sec-
ond set. 

11 You shall make fifty clasps of bronze, and put the 
clasps into the loops, and join the tent together, so that 
it may be one whole. 12 The part that remains of the cur-
tains of the tent, the half curtain that remains, shall 
hang over the back of the tabernacle. 13 The cubit on 
the one side, and the cubit on the other side, of what re-
mains in the length of the curtains of the tent, shall hang 
over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side and that 
side, to cover it. 14 You shall make for the tent a cover-
ing of tanned rams’ skins and an outer covering of fine 
leather.a a Meaning of Heb uncertain 
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bar, half way up the frames, shall pass 
through from end to end. 29 You shall over-
lay the frames with gold, and shall make 
their rings of gold to hold the bars; and you 
shall overlay the bars with gold. 30 Then 
you shall erect the tabernacle according to 
the plan for it that you were shown on the 
mountain. 

 
The Curtain 

31 You shall make a curtain of blue, 
purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine twist-
ed linen; it shall be made with cherubim 
skillfully worked into it. 32 You shall hang it 
on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, 
which have hooks of gold and rest on four 
bases of silver. 33 You shall hang the curtain 
under the clasps, and bring the ark of the 
covenanta in there, within the curtain; and 
the curtain shall separate for you the holy 
place from the most holy. 34 You shall put 
the mercy seatb on the ark of the cove nanta 
in the most holy place. 35 You shall set the 
table outside the curtain, and the lamp-
stand on the south side of the tabernacle 
opposite the table; and you shall put the 
table on the north side. 

36 You shall make a screen for the en-
trance of the tent, of blue, purple, and crim-
son yarns, and of fine twisted linen, em-
broidered with needlework. 37 You shall 
make for the screen five pillars of acacia, 
and overlay them with gold; their hooks 
shall be of gold, and you shall cast five 
bases of bronze for them. 

The Framework 
15 You shall make upright frames of 

acacia wood for the tabernacle. 16 Ten cu-
bits shall be the length of a frame, and a 
cubit and a half the width of each frame. 
17 There shall be two pegs in each frame to 
fit the frames together; you shall make 
these for all the frames of the tabernacle. 
18 You shall make the frames for the taber-
nacle: twenty frames for the south side; 
19 and you shall make forty bases of silver 
under the twenty frames, two bases under 
the first frame for its two pegs, and two 
bases under the next frame for its two pegs; 
20 and for the second side of the tabernacle, 
on the north side twenty frames, 21 and 
their forty bases of silver, two bases under 
the first frame, and two bases under the 
next frame; 22 and for the rear of the taber-
nacle westward you shall make six frames. 
23 You shall make two frames for corners of 
the tabernacle in the rear; 24 they shall be 
separate beneath, but joined at the top, at 
the first ring; it shall be the same with both 
of them; they shall form the two corners. 
25 And so there shall be eight frames, with 
their bases of silver, sixteen bases; two 
bases under the first frame, and two bases 
under the next frame. 

26 You shall make bars of acacia wood, 
five for the frames of the one side of the 
tabernacle, 27 and five bars for the frames 
of the other side of the tabernacle, and five 
bars for the frames of the side of the taber-
nacle at the rear westward. 28 The middle 

The Altar of Burnt Offering 

27 You shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cu-
bits long and five cubits wide; the altar shall be 

square, and it shall be three cubits high. 2 You shall 
make horns for it on its four corners; its horns shall be 
of one piece with it, and you shall overlay it with bronze. 
3 You shall make pots for it to receive its ashes, and 
shovels and basins and forks and firepans; you shall 
make all its utensils of bronze. 4 You shall also make for 
it a grating, a network of bronze; and on the net you shall 
make four bronze rings at its four corners. 5 You shall set 
it under the ledge of the altar so that the net shall ex-
tend halfway down the altar. 6 You shall make poles for 
the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with 

a Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 
b Or the cover 
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Read Exodus 27  
To complete the array of sacred 

items associated with the taberna-
cle, instructions are given to con-
struct a portable altar for sacrifices, 
a “court of the tabernacle” that 
served as a pathway and outer 
precinct before the most holy 
place, and a perpetually burning oil 
lamp. 

Reflect: Consider the ritual ob-
jects used in worship, the arrange-
ment of the altar and other 
furnishings, and the obligation 
placed on ministers for their proper 
use and maintenance.  

Pray: Pray for those assigned to 
construct, maintain, utilize, and 
care for the items consecrated for 
use in our worship. 

Act: Volunteer to assist the staff 
in cleaning and refurbishing church 
property. Learn the use and pur-
pose of the sacred objects associat-
ed with our worship.

a Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 

bronze; 7 the poles shall be put through the rings, so 
that the poles shall be on the two sides of the altar when 
it is carried. 8 You shall make it hollow, with boards. 
They shall be made just as you were shown on the 
mountain. 

The Court and Its Hangings 
9 You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On the 

south side the court shall have hangings of fine twisted 
linen one hundred cubits long for that side; 10 its twenty 
pillars and their twenty bases shall be of bronze, but the 
hooks of the pillars and their bands shall be of silver. 
11 Likewise for its length on the north side there shall be 
hangings one hundred cubits long, their pillars twenty 
and their bases twenty, of bronze, but the hooks of the 
pillars and their bands shall be of silver. 12 For the width 
of the court on the west side there shall be fifty cubits of 
hangings, with ten pillars and ten bases. 13 The width of 
the court on the front to the east shall be fifty cubits. 
14 There shall be fifteen cubits of hangings on the one 
side, with three pillars and three bases. 15 There shall be 
fifteen cubits of hangings on the other side, with three 
pillars and three bases. 16 For the gate of the court there 
shall be a screen twenty cubits long, of blue, purple, 
and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen, embroi-
dered with needlework; it shall have four pillars and with 
them four bases. 17 All the pillars around the court shall 
be banded with silver; their hooks shall be of silver, and 
their bases of bronze. 18 The length of the court shall be 
one hundred cubits, the width fifty, and the height five 
cubits, with hangings of fine twisted linen and bases of 
bronze. 19 All the utensils of the tabernacle for every 
use, and all its pegs and all the pegs of the court, shall 
be of bronze. 

The Oil for the Lamp 
20 You shall further command the Israelites to bring 

you pure oil of beaten olives for the light, so that a lamp 
may be set up to burn regularly. 21 In the tent of meet-
ing, outside the curtain that is before the cov -
enant,a Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening to 
morning before the LORD. It shall be a perpetual ordi-
nance to be observed throughout their generations by 
the Israelites. 

 
Vestments for the Priesthood 

28 Then bring near to you your brother Aaron, and 
his sons with him, from among the Israelites, to 

serve me as priests—Aaron and Aaron’s sons, Nadab 
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 You shall make sa-
cred vestments for the glorious adornment of your 



brother Aaron. 3 And you shall speak to all who have 
ability, whom I have endowed with skill, that they make 
Aaron’s vestments to consecrate him for my priest-
hood. 4 These are the vestments that they shall make: a 
breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a checkered tunic, a tur-
ban, and a sash. When they make these sacred vest-
ments for your brother Aaron and his sons to serve me 
as priests, 5 they shall use gold, blue, purple, and crim-
son yarns, and fine linen. 

The Ephod 
6 They shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, pur-

ple, and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen, skill-
fully worked. 7 It shall have two shoulder-pieces at-
tached to its two edges, so that it may be joined 
to gether. 8 The decorated band on it shall be of the 
same workmanship and materials, of gold, of blue, pur-
ple, and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen. 9 You 
shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the 
names of the sons of Israel, 10 six of their names on the 
one stone, and the names of the remaining six on the oth-
er stone, in the order of their birth. 11 As a gem-cutter 
engraves signets, so you shall engrave the two stones 
with the names of the sons of Israel; you shall mount 
them in settings of gold filigree. 12 You shall set the two 
stones on the shoulder-pieces of the ephod, as stones 
of remembrance for the sons of Israel; and Aaron shall 
bear their names before the LORD on his two shoulders 
for remembrance. 13 You shall make settings of gold 
filigree, 14 and two chains of pure gold, twisted like 
cords; and you shall attach the corded chains to the 
settings. 

The Breastplate 
15 You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in 

skilled work; you shall make it in the style of the ephod; 
of gold, of blue and purple and crimson yarns, and of 
fine twisted linen you shall make it. 16 It shall be square 
and doubled, a span in length and a span in width. 
17 You shall set in it four rows of stones. A row of car-
nelian,a chrysolite, and emerald shall be the first row; 
18 and the second row a turquoise, a sapphire,b and a 
moonstone; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate, and 
an amethyst; 20 and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and 
a jasper; they shall be set in gold filigree. 21 There shall 
be twelve stones with names corresponding to the 
names of the sons of Israel; they shall be like signets, 
each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 
22 You shall make for the breastpiece chains of pure 
gold, twisted like cords; 23 and you shall make for the 
breastpiece two rings of gold, and put the two rings on 
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a The identity of several of these stones is 
uncertain 

b Or lapis lazuli 

Read Exodus 28  
Moses is now instructed to cre-

ate proper vestments for Aaron and 
his sons, who will serve as priests. 
Enumerated here are the ephod, 
the breastpiece with twelve stones 
and holder for the Urim and Thum-
mim used for casting lots, the tur-
ban, and the linen tunic and under-
 garments. 

Reflect: Reflect on how these 
vestments set the priests apart from 
the rest of the people. Consider the 
special obligations placed on the 
priests to carry out their sacred du-
ties on behalf of the people. 

Pray: Pray for all priests who 
diligently serve God and the com-
munity of faith. 

Act: Familiarize yourself with the 
vestments used by priests and oth-
er ministers in the church. Show 
support and respect to those who 
have taken on the special service of 
ministry in the church.
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a Meaning of Heb uncertain 

around—34 a golden bell and a pomegran-
ate alternating all around the lower hem of 
the robe. 35 Aaron shall wear it when he 
ministers, and its sound shall be heard 
when he goes into the holy place before the 
LORD, and when he comes out, so that he 
may not die. 

36 You shall make a rosette of pure 
gold, and engrave on it, like the engraving 
of a signet, “Holy to the LORD.” 37 You shall 
fasten it on the turban with a blue cord; it 
shall be on the front of the turban. 38 It shall 
be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall 
take on himself any guilt incurred in the 
holy offering that the Israelites consecrate 
as their sacred donations; it shall always be 
on his forehead, in order that they may find 
favor before the LORD. 

39 You shall make the checkered tunic 
of fine linen, and you shall make a turban 
of fine linen, and you shall make a sash 
embroidered with needlework. 

40 For Aaron’s sons you shall make tu-
nics and sashes and headdresses; you shall 
make them for their glorious adornment. 
41 You shall put them on your brother 
Aaron, and on his sons with him, and shall 
anoint them and ordain them and conse-
crate them, so that they may serve me as 
priests. 42 You shall make for them linen 
undergarments to cover their naked flesh; 
they shall reach from the hips to the thighs; 
43 Aaron and his sons shall wear them 
when they go into the tent of meeting, or 
when they come near the altar to minister 
in the holy place; or they will bring guilt on 
themselves and die. This shall be a perpet-
ual ordinance for him and for his descen-
dants after him. 

the two edges of the breastpiece. 24 You 
shall put the two cords of gold in the two 
rings at the edges of the breastpiece; 25 the 
two ends of the two cords you shall attach 
to the two settings, and so attach it in front 
to the shoulder-pieces of the ephod. 26 You 
shall make two rings of gold, and put them 
at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its in-
side edge next to the ephod. 27 You shall 
make two rings of gold, and attach them in 
front to the lower part of the two shoulder-
pieces of the ephod, at its joining above the 
decorated band of the ephod. 28 The 
breastpiece shall be bound by its rings to 
the rings of the ephod with a blue cord, so 
that it may lie on the decorated band of the 
ephod, and so that the breastpiece shall 
not come loose from the ephod. 29 So 
Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of 
Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his 
heart when he goes into the holy place, for 
a continual remembrance before the LORD. 
30 In the breastpiece of judgment you shall 
put the Urim and the Thummim, and they 
shall be on Aaron’s heart when he goes in 
before the LORD; thus Aaron shall bear the 
judgment of the Israelites on his heart be-
fore the LORD continually. 

Other Priestly Vestments 
31 You shall make the robe of the 

ephod all of blue. 32 It shall have an open-
ing for the head in the middle of it, with a 
woven binding around the opening, like 
the opening in a coat of mail,a so that it 
may not be torn. 33 On its lower hem you 
shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, 
and crimson yarns, all around the lower 
hem, with bells of gold between them all 

The Ordination of the Priests 

29 Now this is what you shall do to them to conse-
crate them, so that they may serve me as 

priests. Take one young bull and two rams without 
blemish, 2 and unleavened bread, unleavened cakes 
mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers spread with oil. 
You shall make them of choice wheat flour. 3 You shall 
put them in one basket and bring them in the basket, 
and bring the bull and the two rams. 4 You shall bring 
Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meet-
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ing, and wash them with water. 5 Then you shall take 
the vestments, and put on Aaron the tunic and the 
robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastpiece, 
and gird him with the decorated band of the ephod; 
6 and you shall set the turban on his head, and put the 
holy diadem on the turban. 7 You shall take the anoint-
ing oil, and pour it on his head and anoint him. 8 Then 
you shall bring his sons, and put tunics on them, 9 and 
you shall gird them with sashesa and tie headdresses 
on them; and the priesthood shall be theirs by a per-
petual ordinance. You shall then ordain Aaron and his 
sons. 

10 You shall bring the bull in front of the tent of 
meeting. Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the 
head of the bull, 11 and you shall slaughter the bull be-
fore the LORD, at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 
12 and shall take some of the blood of the bull and put it 
on the horns of the altar with your finger, and all the rest 
of the blood you shall pour out at the base of the altar. 
13 You shall take all the fat that covers the entrails, and 
the appendage of the liver, and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them, and turn them into smoke on the al-
tar. 14 But the flesh of the bull, and its skin, and its dung, 
you shall burn with fire outside the camp; it is a sin of-
fering. 

15 Then you shall take one of the rams, and Aaron 
and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the 
ram, 16 and you shall slaughter the ram, and shall take 
its blood and dash it against all sides of the altar. 
17 Then you shall cut the ram into its parts, and wash its 
entrails and its legs, and put them with its parts and its 
head, 18 and turn the whole ram into smoke on the al-
tar; it is a burnt offering to the LORD; it is a pleasing 
odor, an offering by fire to the LORD. 

19 You shall take the other ram; and Aaron and his 
sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram, 20 and 
you shall slaughter the ram, and take some of its blood 
and put it on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear and on the 
lobes of the right ears of his sons, and on the thumbs of 
their right hands, and on the big toes of their right feet, 
and dash the rest of the blood against all sides of the al-
tar. 21 Then you shall take some of the blood that is on 
the altar, and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it 
on Aaron and his vestments and on his sons and his 
sons’ vestments with him; then he and his vestments 
shall be holy, as well as his sons and his sons’ vest-
ments. 

22 You shall also take the fat of the ram, the fat tail, 
the fat that covers the entrails, the appendage of the liv-
er, the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, and the 
right thigh (for it is a ram of ordination), 23 and one loaf 

Read Exodus 29  
The next step in the process is to 

ordain Aaron and his sons as priests 
and to consecrate their persons, 
their vestments, and the altar of 
sacrifice as holy. An elaborate ritual 
of sacrifice with the symbolic use of 
blood transforms them and creates 
a perpetual priesthood to serve 
God. Daily sacrifices are then re-
quired to please God and keep 
holy this place, the altar, and the 
priests. 

Reflect: Consider the logic of 
these chapters that describe the 
origin of sacred space, sacred ob-
ject, sacred act, and sacred person. 
Reflect on the elaborate rituals of 
ordination to the priesthood. 

Pray: Pray for those about to be 
ordained, that they may faithfully 
serve God’s church. 

Act: Attend an ordination or a 
ceremony consecrating a new or 
renovated place of worship. Learn 
the meaning of each symbolic act 
during the ceremony.

a Gk: Heb sashes, Aaron and his sons 
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burn the remainder with fire; it shall not be 
eaten, because it is holy. 

35 Thus you shall do to Aaron and to 
his sons, just as I have commanded you; 
through seven days you shall ordain them. 
36 Also every day you shall offer a bull as a 
sin offering for atonement. Also you shall 
offer a sin offering for the altar, when you 
make atonement for it, and shall anoint it, 
to consecrate it. 37 Seven days you shall 
make atonement for the altar, and conse-
crate it, and the altar shall be most holy; 
whatever touches the altar shall become 
holy. 

The Daily Offerings 
38 Now this is what you shall offer on 

the altar: two lambs a year old regularly 
each day. 39 One lamb you shall offer in the 
morning, and the other lamb you shall offer 
in the evening; 40 and with the first lamb 
one-tenth of a measure of choice flour 
mixed with one-fourth of a hin of beaten oil, 
and one-fourth of a hin of wine for a drink 
offering. 41 And the other lamb you shall of-
fer in the evening, and shall offer with it a 
grain offering and its drink offering, as in 
the morning, for a pleasing odor, an offer-
ing by fire to the LORD. 42 It shall be a regu-
lar burnt offering throughout your genera-
tions at the entrance of the tent of meeting 
before the LORD, where I will meet with you, 
to speak to you there. 43 I will meet with the 
Israelites there, and it shall be sanctified by 
my glory; 44 I will consecrate the tent of 
meeting and the altar; Aaron also and his 
sons I will consecrate, to serve me as 
priests. 45 I will dwell among the Israelites, 
and I will be their God. 46 And they shall 
know that I am the LORD their God, who 
brought them out of the land of Egypt that 
I might dwell among them; I am the LORD 
their God. 

of bread, one cake of bread made with oil, 
and one wafer, out of the basket of unleav-
ened bread that is before the LORD; 24 and 
you shall place all these on the palms of 
Aaron and on the palms of his sons, and 
raise them as an elevation offering before 
the LORD. 25 Then you shall take them from 
their hands, and turn them into smoke on 
the altar on top of the burnt offering of 
pleasing odor before the LORD; it is an of-
fering by fire to the LORD. 

26 You shall take the breast of the ram 
of Aaron’s ordination and raise it as an el-
evation offering before the LORD; and it 
shall be your portion. 27 You shall conse-
crate the breast that was raised as an ele-
vation offering and the thigh that was 
raised as an elevation offering from the ram 
of ordination, from that which belonged to 
Aaron and his sons. 28 These things shall 
be a perpetual ordinance for Aaron and his 
sons from the Israelites, for this is an offer-
ing; and it shall be an offering by the Is-
raelites from their sacrifice of offerings of 
well-being, their offering to the LORD. 

29 The sacred vestments of Aaron shall 
be passed on to his sons after him; they 
shall be anointed in them and ordained in 
them. 30 The son who is priest in his place 
shall wear them seven days, when he 
comes into the tent of meeting to minister 
in the holy place. 

31 You shall take the ram of ordination, 
and boil its flesh in a holy place; 32 and 
Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the 
ram and the bread that is in the basket, at 
the entrance of the tent of meeting. 33 They 
themselves shall eat the food by which 
atonement is made, to ordain and conse-
crate them, but no one else shall eat of 
them, because they are holy. 34 If any of the 
flesh for the ordination, or of the bread, re-
mains until the morning, then you shall 

The Altar of Incense 

30 You shall make an altar on which to offer in-
cense; you shall make it of acacia wood. 2 It 

shall be one cubit long, and one cubit wide; it shall be 
square, and shall be two cubits high; its horns shall be 
of one piece with it. 3 You shall overlay it with pure 



gold, its top, and its sides all around and its horns; and 
you shall make for it a molding of gold all around. 4 And 
you shall make two golden rings for it; under its molding 
on two opposite sides of it you shall make them, and 
they shall hold the poles with which to carry it. 5 You 
shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them 
with gold. 6 You shall place it in front of the curtain that 
is above the ark of the covenant,a in front of the mercy 
seatb that is over the covenant,a where I will meet with 
you. 7 Aaron shall offer fragrant incense on it; every 
morning when he dresses the lamps he shall offer it, 
8 and when Aaron sets up the lamps in the evening, he 
shall offer it, a regular incense offering before the LORD 
throughout your generations. 9 You shall not offer un-
holy incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offer-
ing; and you shall not pour a drink offering on it. 
10 Once a year Aaron shall perform the rite of atone-
ment on its horns. Throughout your generations he 
shall perform the atonement for it once a year with the 
blood of the atoning sin offering. It is most holy to the 
LORD. 

The Half Shekel for the Sanctuary 
11 The LORD spoke to Moses: 12 When you take a 

census of the Israelites to register them, at registration 
all of them shall give a ransom for their lives to the 
LORD, so that no plague may come upon them for being 
registered. 13 This is what each one who is registered 
shall give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary (the shekel is twenty gerahs), half a shekel as 
an offering to the LORD. 14 Each one who is registered, 
from twenty years old and upward, shall give the LORD’s 
offering. 15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor 
shall not give less, than the half shekel, when you bring 
this offering to the LORD to make atonement for your 
lives. 16 You shall take the atonement money from the 
Israelites and shall designate it for the service of the tent 
of meeting; before the LORD it will be a reminder to the 
Israelites of the ransom given for your lives. 

The Bronze Basin 
17 The LORD spoke to Moses: 18 You shall make a 

bronze basin with a bronze stand for washing. You shall 
put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you 
shall put water in it; 19 with the waterc Aaron and his 
sons shall wash their hands and their feet. 20 When they 
go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the 
altar to minister, to make an offering by fire to the LORD, 
they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. 
21 They shall wash their hands and their feet, so that 
they may not die: it shall be a perpetual ordinance for 
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a Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 
b Or the cover 
c Heb it 

Read Exodus 30  
A special incense altar, placed 

before the most holy place, is used 
to perfume the sacred area, and a 
bronze basin is created so the 
priests can wash their hands and 
feet. Each Israelite is annually as-
sessed half a shekel to redeem his 
life and to maintain the tent of 
meeting. Recipes for anointing oil 
and sacred incense are provided 
and are restricted to use by the 
priests and in the tent of meeting. 

Reflect: Consider that a place of 
worship has an ongoing purpose 
of continuously serving the needs 
of the community as well as pro-
viding an environment for prayer. 

Pray: Pray that houses of wor-
ship may play an important part in 
the lives of our faith communities.  

Act: Take advantage of the op-
portunities afforded to worship, 
pray, gather for fellowship, and 
study in God’s house. 



them, for him and for his descendants throughout their 
generations. 

The Anointing Oil and Incense 
22 The LORD spoke to Moses: 23 Take the finest 

spices: of liquid myrrh five hundred shekels, and of 
sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much, that is, two 
hundred fifty, and two hundred fifty of aromatic cane, 
24 and five hundred of cassia—measured by the sanctu-
ary shekel—and a hin of olive oil; 25 and you shall make 
of these a sacred anointing oil blended as by the per-
fumer; it shall be a holy anointing oil. 26 With it you shall 
anoint the tent of meeting and the ark of the covenant,a 
27 and the table and all its utensils, and the lampstand 
and its utensils, and the altar of incense, 28 and the al-
tar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the basin 
with its stand; 29 you shall consecrate them, so that they 
may be most holy; whatever touches them will become 
holy. 30 You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and con-
secrate them, in order that they may serve me as 
priests. 31 You shall say to the Israelites, “This shall be 
my holy anointing oil throughout your generations. 32 It 
shall not be used in any ordinary anointing of the body, 
and you shall make no other like it in composition; it is 
holy, and it shall be holy to you. 33 Whoever compounds 
any like it or whoever puts any of it on an unqualified 
person shall be cut off from the people.” 

34 The LORD said to Moses: Take sweet spices, 
stacte, and onycha, and galbanum, sweet spices with 
pure frankincense (an equal part of each), 35 and make 
an incense blended as by the perfumer, seasoned with 
salt, pure and holy; 36 and you shall beat some of it into 
powder, and put part of it before the covenanta in the 
tent of meeting where I shall meet with you; it shall be 
for you most holy. 37 When you make incense accord-
ing to this composition, you shall not make it for your-
selves; it shall be regarded by you as holy to the LORD. 
38 Whoever makes any like it to use as perfume shall be 
cut off from the people. 

 
Bezalel and Oholiab 

31The LORD spoke to Moses: 2 See, I have called by 
name Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe 

of Judah: 3 and I have filled him with divine spirit,b with 
ability, intelligence, and knowledge in every kind of 
craft, 4 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, 
and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, and in carv-
ing wood, in every kind of craft. 6 Moreover, I have ap-
pointed with him Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe 
of Dan; and I have given skill to all the skillful, so that 
they may make all that I have commanded you: 7 the 

119 EXODUS  31Fourth Proof 091214

Read Exodus 31  
The artisans, whose God-given 

talents created all of the sacred 
items required for worship, are 
praised. The sabbath law is reiterat-
ed as a sacred obligation and com-
memoration of God’s act of 
creation. Moses is then given the 
tablets of the law. 

Reflect: Consider that of all the 
laws that have been listed in previ-
ous chapters, it is the sabbath law 
that completes the chronicle of the 
tent of meeting. 

Pray: Give thanks to God for 
those with the skills to create sa-
cred art and architecture. Pray that 
we may continue to keep the sab-
bath holy. 

Act: Lend whatever talents you 
may have to the glory of God. Reg-
ularly set aside the time to be quiet 
and restful with God.

a Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduthh 
b Or with the spirit of God 



The Golden Calf 

32 When the people saw that Moses delayed to 
come down from the mountain, the people gath-

ered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods 
for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the 
man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do 
not know what has become of him.” 2 Aaron said to 
them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of 
your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring 
them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the gold rings 
from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took 
the gold from them, formed it in a mold,d and cast an 
image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 
5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and 
Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall 
be a festival to the LORD.” 6 They rose early the next 
day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices 
of well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, 
and rose up to revel. 

7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your 
people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, 
have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn 
aside from the way that I commanded them; they have 
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have wor-
shiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this 
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a Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 
b Or the cover 
c Heb he 
d Or fashioned it with a graving tool; Meaning 

of Heb uncertain 

tent of meeting, and the ark of the cov -
enant,a and the mercy seatb that is on it, 
and all the furnishings of the tent, 8 the 
table and its utensils, and the pure lamp-
stand with all its utensils, and the altar of 
incense, 9 and the altar of burnt offering 
with all its utensils, and the basin with its 
stand, 10 and the finely worked vestments, 
the holy vestments for the priest Aaron and 
the vestments of his sons, for their service 
as priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the 
fragrant incense for the holy place. They 
shall do just as I have commanded you. 

The Sabbath Law 
12 The LORD said to Moses: 13 You 

yourself are to speak to the Israelites: “You 
shall keep my sabbaths, for this is a sign 
between me and you throughout your gen-
erations, given in order that you may know 
that I, the LORD, sanctify you. 14 You shall 

keep the sabbath, because it is holy for 
you; everyone who profanes it shall be put 
to death; whoever does any work on it shall 
be cut off from among the people. 15 Six 
days shall work be done, but the seventh 
day is a sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the 
LORD; whoever does any work on the sab-
bath day shall be put to death. 16 Therefore 
the Israelites shall keep the sabbath, ob-
serving the sabbath throughout their gen-
erations, as a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a 
sign forever between me and the people of 
Israel that in six days the LORD made heav-
en and earth, and on the seventh day he 
rested, and was refreshed.” 

The Two Tablets of the Covenant 
18 When Godc finished speaking with 

Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two 
tablets of the cove nant,a tablets of stone, 
written with the finger of God. 



people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, 
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may 
consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 

11 But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, 
“O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your 
people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 
with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why 
should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he 
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to 
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring 
disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by 
your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your de-
scendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that 
I have promised I will give to your descendants, and 
they shall inherit it forever.’” 14 And the LORD changed 
his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on 
his people. 

15 Then Moses turned and went down from the 
mountain, carrying the two tablets of the covenanta in 
his hands, tablets that were written on both sides, writ-
ten on the front and on the back. 16 The tablets were the 
work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, en-
graved upon the tablets. 17 When Joshua heard the 
noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, 
“There is a noise of war in the camp.” 18 But he said, 

“It is not the sound made by victors, 
or the sound made by losers; 
it is the sound of revelers that I hear.” 

19 As soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf 
and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he 
threw the tablets from his hands and broke them at the 
foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf that they had 
made, burned it with fire, ground it to powder, scattered 
it on the water, and made the Israelites drink it. 

21 Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to 
you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?” 
22 And Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord burn 
hot; you know the people, that they are bent on evil. 
23 They said to me, ‘Make us gods, who shall go before 
us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him.’ 24 So I said to them, ‘Whoever has gold, take it 
off’; so they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and 
out came this calf!” 

25 When Moses saw that the people were running 
wild (for Aaron had let them run wild, to the derision of 
their enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the gate of the 
camp, and said, “Who is on the LORD’s side? Come to 
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Read Exodus 32  
Moses’ long absence on the 

mountain leads the fearful people 
to turn to idolatry. A golden calf is 
created and the tumult of the peo-
ple’s worship makes Moses so an-
gry that he smashes the tablets of 
the law. The unfaithful who had 
bowed down to the idol are exe-
cuted by the Levites and Moses 
asks God to forgive the people. 

Reflect: Consider how quickly 
people return to old habits when 
they lack strong leadership or are 
afraid. Is there an alternative to re-
moving the unfaithful from the 
body of the people? 

Pray: Pray that we may over-
come our fears in times of crisis, 
that we may be able to trust and re-
main faithful. 

Act: Speak out to defend our 
faith. Serve as a role model of de-
votion. Find ways to overcome 
anger and seek solutions for trou-
bled communities.

a Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 
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a Gk Vg Compare Tg: Heb Today ordain 
yourselves 

me!” And all the sons of Levi gathered around him. 
27 He said to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Is-
rael, ‘Put your sword on your side, each of you! Go back 
and forth from gate to gate throughout the camp, and 
each of you kill your brother, your friend, and your 
neighbor.’” 28 The sons of Levi did as Moses command-
ed, and about three thousand of the people fell on that 
day. 29 Moses said, “Today you have ordained your-
selvesa for the service of the LORD, each one at the cost 
of a son or a brother, and so have brought a blessing on 
yourselves this day.” 

30 On the next day Moses said to the people, “You 
have sinned a great sin. But now I will go up to the 
LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 
31 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Alas, this 
people has sinned a great sin; they have made for 
themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, if you will only for-
give their sin—but if not, blot me out of the book that 
you have written.” 33 But the LORD said to Moses, “Who-
ever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book. 
34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which 
I have spoken to you; see, my angel shall go in front of 
you. Nevertheless, when the day comes for punish-
ment, I will punish them for their sin.” 

35 Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, be-
cause they made the calf—the one that Aaron made. 

The Command to Leave Sinai 

33 The LORD said to Moses, “Go, leave this place, 
you and the people whom you have brought up 

out of the land of Egypt, and go to the land of which I 
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your 
descendants I will give it.’ 2 I will send an angel before 
you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, 
the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebu -
sites. 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but 
I will not go up among you, or I would consume you on 
the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.” 

4 When the people heard these harsh words, they 
mourned, and no one put on ornaments. 5 For the LORD 
had said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-
necked people; if for a single moment I should go up 
among you, I would consume you. So now take off your 
ornaments, and I will decide what to do to you.’” 
6 Therefore the Israelites stripped themselves of their or-
naments, from Mount Horeb onward. 

The Tent outside the Camp 
7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it out-

side the camp, far off from the camp; he called it the 
tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD 

Read Exodus 33  
The command is given to leave 

Mt. Sinai and to proceed to the 
Promised Land. When the Israelites 
camped Moses would speak with 
God in the tent of meeting and the 
people would acknowledge this by 
bowing in front of their tents. 
Moses intercedes for the people to 
ensure that God’s spirit will accom-
pany them and he is given the priv-
ilege of glimpsing a portion of 
God’s glory. 

Reflect: Consider the courage 
Moses has in serving as the media-
tor between God and the people. 
Reflect on his request: “Show me 
you glory, I pray.”  

Pray: Pray for our leaders and 
ministers who bear the burden of 
authority and responsibility. 

Act: Take the time to thank 
those who act on our behalf in po-
sitions of authority.



would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside 
the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all 
the people would rise and stand, each of them, at the 
entrance of their tents and watch Moses until he had 
gone into the tent. 9 When Moses entered the tent, the 
pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance 
of the tent, and the LORD would speak with Moses. 
10 When all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing 
at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise and 
bow down, all of them, at the entrance of their tent. 
11 Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, 
as one speaks to a friend. Then he would return to the 
camp; but his young assistant, Joshua son of Nun, 
would not leave the tent. 

Moses’ Intercession 
12 Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said to 

me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me 
know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 
‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in 
my sight.’ 13 Now if I have found favor in your sight, 
show me your ways, so that I may know you and find 
favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your 
people.” 14 He said, “My presence will go with you, and 
I will give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your pres-
ence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 16 For 
how shall it be known that I have found favor in your 
sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this 
way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every 
people on the face of the earth.” 

17 The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing 
that you have asked; for you have found favor in my 
sight, and I know you by name.” 18 Moses said, “Show 
me your glory, I pray.” 19 And he said, “I will make all 
my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before 
you the name, ‘The LORD’;a and I will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom 
I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my 
face; for no one shall see me and live.” 21 And the LORD 
continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall 
stand on the rock; 22 and while my glory passes by I will 
put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with 
my hand until I have passed by; 23 then I will take away 
my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall 
not be seen.” 

 
Moses Makes New Tablets 

34 The LORD said to Moses, “Cut two tablets of 
stone like the former ones, and I will write on the 

tablets the words that were on the former tablets, which 
you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning, and come up in 
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Read Exodus 34  
Moses returns to the mountain 

to obtain a replacement for the 
smashed tablets. The Ritual Deca-
logue contained here concentrates 
on opposing idolatry and social in-
tercourse with the people of 
Canaan, on sacrificial duties, major 
festivals, and keeping the sabbath. 
When Moses returns his face is 
shining and he hides it behind a 
veil. 

Reflect: Consider the differ-
ences between the Ten Command-
ments listed in Exodus 20:2–17 
and the Ritual Decalogue. Reflect 
on the legal emphasis of the latter 
set of laws. 

Pray: Pray for God’s guidance in 
our lives. Pray that we may be wor-
thy of the blessings of the covenant 
promise. 

Act: Make a study of how law 
evolves as the concerns of the com-
munity change. Look for the cen-
tral tenets that are at the heart of 
God’s law.

a Heb YHWH; see note at 3.15 



the morning to Mount Sinai and present 
yourself there to me, on the top of the 
mountain. 3 No one shall come up with 
you, and do not let anyone be seen 
throughout all the mountain; and do not let 
flocks or herds graze in front of that moun-
tain.” 4 So Moses cut two tablets of stone 
like the former ones; and he rose early in 
the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, 
as the LORD had commanded him, and took 
in his hand the two tablets of stone. 5 The 
LORD descended in the cloud and stood 
with him there, and proclaimed the name, 
“The LORD.”a 6 The LORD passed before him, 
and proclaimed, 

“The LORD, the LORD, 
a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness, 
 7 keeping steadfast love for the 

thousandth generation,b 

forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin, 

yet by no means clearing the guilty, 
but visiting the iniquity of the parents 
upon the children 
and the children’s children, 
to the third and the fourth generation.” 

8 And Moses quickly bowed his head to-
ward the earth, and worshiped. 9 He said, “If 
now I have found favor in your sight, O 
Lord, I pray, let the Lord go with us. Al-
though this is a stiff-necked people, pardon 
our iniquity and our sin, and take us for 
your inheritance.” 
 
The Covenant Renewed 

10 He said: I hereby make a covenant. 
Before all your people I will perform mar-
vels, such as have not been performed in 
all the earth or in any nation; and all the 
people among whom you live shall see the 
work of the LORD; for it is an awesome thing 
that I will do with you. 

11 Observe what I command you today. 

See, I will drive out before you the Amo r-
ites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Per-
izzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
12 Take care not to make a covenant with 
the inhabitants of the land to which you are 
going, or it will become a snare among 
you. 13 You shall tear down their altars, 
break their pillars, and cut down their sa-
cred polesc 14 (for you shall worship no oth-
er god, because the LORD, whose name is 
Jealous, is a jealous God). 15 You shall not 
make a covenant with the inhabitants of 
the land, for when they prostitute them-
selves to their gods and sacrifice to their 
gods, someone among them will invite you, 
and you will eat of the sacrifice. 16 And you 
will take wives from among their daughters 
for your sons, and their daughters who 
prostitute themselves to their gods will 
make your sons also prostitute themselves 
to their gods. 

17 You shall not make cast idols. 
18 You shall keep the festival of unleav-

ened bread. Seven days you shall eat un-
leavened bread, as I commanded you, at 
the time appointed in the month of Abib; 
for in the month of Abib you came out from 
Egypt.  

19 All that first opens the womb is mine, 
all your maled livestock, the firstborn of cow 
and sheep. 20 The firstborn of a donkey you 
shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not 
redeem it you shall break its neck. All the 
firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. 

No one shall appear before me empty-
handed. 

21 Six days you shall work, but on the 
seventh day you shall rest; even in plowing 
time and in harvest time you shall rest. 
22 You shall observe the festival of weeks, 
the first fruits of wheat harvest, and the fes-
tival of ingathering at the turn of the year. 
23 Three times in the year all your males 
shall appear before the LORD God, the God 
of Israel. 24 For I will cast out nations before 
you, and enlarge your borders; no one shall 
covet your land when you go up to appear 

EXODUS  34 124Fourth Proof 091214

a Heb YHWH; see note at 3.15 
b Or for thousands 

c Heb Asherim 
d Gk Theodotion Vg Tg: Meaning of Heb uncertain 



the two tablets of the covenantb in his hand, 
Moses did not know that the skin of his face 
shone because he had been talking with 
God. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites 
saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, 
and they were afraid to come near him. 
31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and 
all the leaders of the congregation returned 
to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32 Af-
terward all the Israelites came near, and he 
gave them in commandment all that the 
LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 
33 When Moses had finished speaking with 
them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but when-
ever Moses went in before the LORD to 
speak with him, he would take the veil off, 
until he came out; and when he came out, 
and told the Israelites what he had been 
commanded, 35 the Israelites would see the 
face of Moses, that the skin of his face was 
shining; and Moses would put the veil on 
his face again, until he went in to speak 
with him. 
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a Heb words 
b Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 
c Meaning of Heb uncertain 
d Or the cover 

before the LORD your God three times in the 
year. 

25 You shall not offer the blood of my 
sacrifice with leaven, and the sacrifice of 
the festival of the passover shall not be left 
until the morning. 

26 The best of the first fruits of your 
ground you shall bring to the house of the 
LORD your God. 

You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s 
milk. 

27 The LORD said to Moses: Write these 
words; in accordance with these words I 
have made a covenant with you and with 
Israel. 28 He was there with the LORD forty 
days and forty nights; he neither ate bread 
nor drank water. And he wrote on the 
tablets the words of the covenant, the ten 
commandments.a 

The Shining Face of Moses 
29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. 

As he came down from the mountain with 

Sabbath Regulations 

35 Moses assembled all the congregation of the Is-
raelites and said to them: These are the things 

that the LORD has commanded you to do: 
2 Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh 

day you shall have a holy sabbath of solemn rest to the 
LORD; whoever does any work on it shall be put to 
death. 3 You shall kindle no fire in all your dwellings on 
the Sabbath day. 

Preparations for Making the Tabernacle 
4 Moses said to all the congregation of the Israelites: 

This is the thing that the LORD has commanded: 5 Take 
from among you an offering to the LORD; let whoever is 
of a generous heart bring the LORD’s offering: gold, sil-
ver, and bronze; 6 blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and 
fine linen; goats’ hair, 7 tanned rams’ skins, and fine 
leather;c acacia wood, 8 oil for the light, spices for the 
anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx 
stones and gems to be set in the ephod and the breast-
piece. 

10 All who are skillful among you shall come and 
make all that the LORD has commanded: the tabernacle, 
11 its tent and its covering, its clasps and its frames, its 
bars, its pillars, and its bases; 12 the ark with its poles, 
the mercy seat,d and the curtain for the screen; 13 the 
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table with its poles and all its utensils, and the bread of 
the Presence; 14 the lampstand also for the light, with its 
utensils and its lamps, and the oil for the light; 15 and 
the altar of incense, with its poles, and the anointing oil 
and the fragrant incense, and the screen for the en-
trance, the entrance of the tabernacle; 16 the altar of 
burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles, and 
all its utensils, the basin with its stand; 17 the hangings 
of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for 
the gate of the court; 18 the pegs of the tabernacle and 
the pegs of the court, and their cords; 19 the finely 
worked vestments for ministering in the holy place, the 
holy vestments for the priest Aaron, and the vestments 
of his sons, for their service as priests. 

Offerings for the Tabernacle 
20 Then all the congregation of the Israelites with-

drew from the presence of Moses. 21 And they came, 
everyone whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose 
spirit was willing, and brought the LORD’s offering to be 
used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and 
for the sacred vestments. 22 So they came, both men 
and women; all who were of a willing heart brought 
brooches and earrings and signet rings and pendants, 
all sorts of gold objects, everyone bringing an offering 
of gold to the LORD. 23 And everyone who possessed blue 
or purple or crimson yarn or fine linen or goats’ hair or 
tanned rams’ skins or fine leather,a brought them. 
24 Everyone who could make an offering of silver or 
bronze brought it as the LORD’s offering; and everyone 
who possessed acacia wood of any use in the work, 
brought it. 25 All the skillful women spun with their hands, 
and brought what they had spun in blue and purple and 
crimson yarns and fine linen; 26 all the women whose 
hearts moved them to use their skill spun the goats’ 
hair. 27 And the leaders brought onyx stones and gems 
to be set in the ephod and the breastpiece, 28 and spices 
and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the 
fragrant incense. 29 All the Israelite men and women 
whose hearts made them willing to bring anything for 
the work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be 
done, brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD. 

Bezalel and Oholiab 
30 Then Moses said to the Israelites: See, the LORD 

has called by name Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Judah; 31 he has filled him with divine spirit,b 
with skill, intelligence, and knowledge in every kind of 
craft, 32 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, 
and bronze, 33 in cutting stones for setting, and in carv-
ing wood, in every kind of craft. 34 And he has inspired 

a Meaning of Heb uncertain 
b Or the spirit of God 

Read Exodus 35  
Preparations are now made by 

those who are willing to construct 
the tabernacle. Offerings of materi-
als are provided and the skills of 
the entire company as well as those 
of talented artisans are drawn on 
for this sacred task. 

Reflect: Compare the abbreviat-
ed versions of events found in 
these final chapters of Exodus with 
those in Exodus 25–28 that de-
scribe the methods of construction 
and fabrication of sacred objects. 
Reflect on why this repetition oc-
curs. 

Pray: Pray for a willing heart and 
a spirit of cooperation that will en-
rich the community and facilitate 
the work of God. 

Act: Join in the collective efforts 
of the community to build or reno-
vate houses of worship and to pro-
vide sacred objects and vestments.



him to teach, both him and Oholiab son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has 
filled them with skill to do every kind of 
work done by an artisan or by a designer or 

by an embroiderer in blue, purple, and 
crimson yarns, and in fine linen, or by a 
weaver—by any sort of artisan or skilled 
designer. 
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Read Exodus 36  
The people’s offerings for con-

struction of the tabernacle are so 
overwhelming that they are asked 
not to bring anything else. Work 
proceeds, led by Bezalel and Oho-
liab, on the creation of the various 
facets of the tabernacle according 
to the plan described in Exodus 26. 

Reflect: Consider the problem 
of too great an outpouring of gifts. 
Reflect on the skill involved in fol-
lowing exact plans in a construc-
tion project. 

Pray: Pray for the generosity re-
quired to meet the needs of the 
community. 

Act: Contribute your time, tal-
ents, and treasure to the good of 
the community and the work of 
God. Support those whose skills are 
applied to such work.

36 Bezalel and Oholiab and every skillful one to 
whom the LORD has given skill and understand-

ing to know how to do any work in the construction of 
the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that the 
LORD has commanded. 

2 Moses then called Bezalel and Oholiab and every 
skillful one to whom the LORD had given skill, everyone 
whose heart was stirred to come to do the work; 3 and 
they received from Moses all the freewill offerings that 
the Israelites had brought for doing the work on the 
sanctuary. They still kept bringing him freewill offer-
ings every morning, 4 so that all the artisans who were 
doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each 
from the task being performed, 5 and said to Moses, 
“The people are bringing much more than enough for 
doing the work that the LORD has commanded us to do.” 
6 So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed 
throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make 
anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.” So the 
people were restrained from bringing; 7 for what they 
had already brought was more than enough to do all the 
work. 

 
Construction of the Tabernacle 

8 All those with skill among the workers made the 
tabernacle with ten curtains; they were made of fine 
twisted linen, and blue, purple, and crimson yarns, with 
cherubim skillfully worked into them. 9 The length of 
each curtain was twenty-eight cubits, and the width of 
each curtain four cubits; all the curtains were of the 
same size. 

10 He joined five curtains to one another, and the 
other five curtains he joined to one another. 11 He made 
loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain of the 
first set; likewise he made them on the edge of the out-
ermost curtain of the second set; 12 he made fifty loops 
on the one curtain, and he made fifty loops on the edge 
of the curtain that was in the second set; the loops were 
opposite one another. 13 And he made fifty clasps of 
gold, and joined the curtains one to the other with 
clasps; so the tabernacle was one whole. 

14 He also made curtains of goats’ hair for a tent 
over the tabernacle; he made eleven curtains. 15 The 
length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and the width of 
each curtain four cubits; the eleven curtains were of the 



same size. 16 He joined five curtains by themselves, and 
six curtains by themselves. 17 He made fifty loops on the 
edge of the outermost curtain of the one set, and fifty 
loops on the edge of the other connecting curtain. 18 He 
made fifty clasps of bronze to join the tent together so 
that it might be one whole. 19 And he made for the tent 
a covering of tanned rams’ skins and an outer covering 
of fine leather.a 

20 Then he made the upright frames for the taber-
nacle of acacia wood. 21 Ten cubits was the length of a 
frame, and a cubit and a half the width of each frame. 
22 Each frame had two pegs for fitting together; he did 
this for all the frames of the tabernacle. 23 The frames 
for the tabernacle he made in this way: twenty frames 
for the south side; 24 and he made forty bases of silver 
under the twenty frames, two bases under the first 
frame for its two pegs, and two bases under the next 
frame for its two pegs. 25 For the second side of the tab-
ernacle, on the north side, he made twenty frames 
26 and their forty bases of silver, two bases under the 
first frame and two bases under the next frame. 27 For 
the rear of the tabernacle westward he made six frames. 
28 He made two frames for corners of the tabernacle in 
the rear. 29 They were separate beneath, but joined at 
the top, at the first ring; he made two of them in this 
way, for the two corners. 30 There were eight frames 
with their bases of silver: sixteen bases, under every 
frame two bases. 

31 He made bars of acacia wood, five for the frames 
of the one side of the tabernacle, 32 and five bars for the 
frames of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars 
for the frames of the tabernacle at the rear westward. 
33 He made the middle bar to pass through from end to 
end halfway up the frames. 34 And he overlaid the 
frames with gold, and made rings of gold for them to hold 
the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold. 

35 He made the curtain of blue, purple, and crimson 
yarns, and fine twisted linen, with cherubim skillfully 
worked into it. 36 For it he made four pillars of acacia, 
and overlaid them with gold; their hooks were of gold, 
and he cast for them four bases of silver. 37 He also 
made a screen for the entrance to the tent, of blue, pur-
ple, and crimson yarns, and fine twisted linen, embroi-
dered with needlework; 38 and its five pillars with their 
hooks. He overlaid their capitals and their bases with 
gold, but their five bases were of bronze. 

 
Making the Ark of the Covenant 

37 Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood; it was two 
and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, 

and a cubit and a half high. 2 He overlaid it with pure 
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Read Exodus 37  
Bezalel constructs the ark of the 

covenant, the offering table, the 
golden lampstand, and the altar of 
incense, and he prepares the holy 
anointing oil and sacred incense 
blend. In each case, he exactly fol-
lows the instructions given to 
Moses (Ex 25 and 27). 

Reflect: Consider the pattern es-
tablished here of adherence to 
God’s precise instructions in creat-
ing these sacred objects. 

Pray: Pray for the ability to ad-
here to God’s plan. Ask for the 
skills to contribute to the creation 
or appreciation of objects used in 
worship. 

Act: Strive to obtain organiza-
tional skills and an appreciation of 
effective use of labor and time. 
Learn the value of planning.

a Meaning of Heb uncertain 



129 EXODUS  38Fourth Proof 091214

stand were made of hammered work; its 
cups, its calyxes, and its petals were of one 
piece with it. 18 There were six branches 
going out of its sides, three branches of the 
lampstand out of one side of it and three 
branches of the lampstand out of the other 
side of it; 19 three cups shaped like almond 
blossoms, each with calyx and petals, on 
one branch, and three cups shaped like al-
mond blossoms, each with calyx and 
petals, on the other branch—so for the six 
branches going out of the lampstand. 20 On 
the lampstand itself there were four cups 
shaped like almond blossoms, each with its 
calyxes and petals. 21 There was a calyx of 
one piece with it under the first pair of 
branches, a calyx of one piece with it under 
the next pair of branches, and a calyx of 
one piece with it under the last pair of 
branches. 22 Their calyxes and their branch-
es were of one piece with it, the whole of it 
one hammered piece of pure gold. 23 He 
made its seven lamps and its snuffers and 
its trays of pure gold. 24 He made it and all 
its utensils of a talent of pure gold. 

Making the Altar of Incense 
25 He made the altar of incense of aca-

cia wood, one cubit long, and one cubit 
wide; it was square, and was two cubits 
high; its horns were of one piece with it. 
26 He overlaid it with pure gold, its top, and 
its sides all around, and its horns; and he 
made for it a molding of gold all around, 
27 and made two golden rings for it under 
its molding, on two opposite sides of it, to 
hold the poles with which to carry it. 28 And 
he made the poles of acacia wood, and 
overlaid them with gold. 

Making the Anointing Oil and the Incense 
29 He made the holy anointing oil also, 

and the pure fragrant incense, blended as 
by the perfumer. 

gold inside and outside, and made a mold-
ing of gold around it. 3 He cast for it four 
rings of gold for its four feet, two rings on 
its one side and two rings on its other side. 
4 He made poles of acacia wood, and over-
laid them with gold, 5 and put the poles into 
the rings on the sides of the ark, to carry 
the ark. 6 He made a mercy seata of pure 
gold; two cubits and a half was its length, 
and a cubit and a half its width. 7 He made 
two cherubim of hammered gold; at the 
two ends of the mercy seatb he made them, 
8 one cherub at the one end, and one 
cherub at the other end; of one piece with 
the mercy seatb he made the cherubim at 
its two ends. 9 The cherubim spread out 
their wings above, overshadowing the mer-
cy seatb with their wings. They faced one 
another; the faces of the cherubim were 
turned toward the mercy seat.b 

Making the Table for the Bread 
of the Presence 

10 He also made the table of acacia 
wood, two cubits long, one cubit wide, and 
a cubit and a half high. 11 He overlaid it with 
pure gold, and made a molding of gold 
around it. 12 He made around it a rim a 
handbreadth wide, and made a molding of 
gold around the rim. 13 He cast for it four 
rings of gold, and fastened the rings to the 
four corners at its four legs. 14 The rings 
that held the poles used for carrying the 
table were close to the rim. 15 He made the 
poles of acacia wood to carry the table, and 
overlaid them with gold. 16 And he made 
the vessels of pure gold that were to be on 
the table, its plates and dishes for incense, 
and its bowls and flagons with which to 
pour drink offerings. 

Making the Lampstand 
17 He also made the lampstand of pure 

gold. The base and the shaft of the lamp-

Making the Altar of Burnt Offering 

38 He made the altar of burnt offering also of aca-
cia wood; it was five cubits long, and five cubits 

wide; it was square, and three cubits high. 2 He made 
horns for it on its four corners; its horns were of one 

a Or a cover 
b Or the cover 



piece with it, and he overlaid it with bronze. 3 He made 
all the utensils of the altar, the pots, the shovels, the 
basins, the forks, and the firepans: all its utensils he 
made of bronze. 4 He made for the altar a grating, a net-
work of bronze, under its ledge, extending halfway 
down. 5 He cast four rings on the four corners of the 
bronze grating to hold the poles; 6 he made the poles of 
acacia wood, and overlaid them with bronze. 7 And he 
put the poles through the rings on the sides of the altar, 
to carry it with them; he made it hollow, with boards. 

8 He made the basin of bronze with its stand of 
bronze, from the mirrors of the women who served at 
the entrance to the tent of meeting. 

Making the Court of the Tabernacle 
9 He made the court; for the south side the hangings 

of the court were of fine twisted linen, one hundred cu-
bits long; 10 its twenty pillars and their twenty bases 
were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their 
bands were of silver. 11 For the north side there were 
hangings one hundred cubits long; its twenty pillars and 
their twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the 
pillars and their bands were of silver. 12 For the west 
side there were hangings fifty cubits long, with ten pil-
lars and ten bases; the hooks of the pillars and their 
bands were of silver. 13 And for the front to the east, fifty 
cubits. 14 The hangings for one side of the gate were fif-
teen cubits, with three pillars and three bases. 15 And so 
for the other side; on each side of the gate of the court 
were hangings of fifteen cubits, with three pillars and 
three bases. 16 All the hangings around the court were 
of fine twisted linen. 17 The bases for the pillars were of 
bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their bands were 
of silver; the overlaying of their capitals was also of sil-
ver, and all the pillars of the court were banded with sil-
ver. 18 The screen for the entrance to the court was em-
broidered with needlework in blue, purple, and crimson 
yarns and fine twisted linen. It was twenty cubits long 
and, along the width of it, five cubits high, correspond -
ing to the hangings of the court. 19 There were four pil-
lars; their four bases were of bronze, their hooks of sil-
ver, and the overlaying of their capitals and their bands 
of silver. 20 All the pegs for the tabernacle and for the 
court all around were of bronze. 

Materials of the Tabernacle 
21 These are the records of the tabernacle, the tab-

ernacle of the covenant,a which were drawn up at the 
commandment of Moses, the work of the Levites being 
under the direction of Ithamar son of the priest Aaron. 
22 Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 
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a Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 

Read Exodus 38  
After the description of Bezalel’s 

work on the creation of the altar of 
burnt offering, bronze basin, and 
the court of the tabernacle, a gen-
eral accounting is provided of the 
precious metals used in the total 
construction project. 

Reflect: Consider the need for 
transparency in reporting costs, 
materials used, and persons re-
sponsible for a major construction 
project. 

Pray: Pray for those who have 
responsibility for keeping records 
and accounting for the sums used 
in public projects. 

Act: Maintain good records and 
be prepared to disclose all receipts 
and expenditures on demand. Pro-
mote public trust by providing a 
role model of good business prac-
tices.



made all that the LORD commanded Moses; 23 and with 
him was Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, 
engraver, designer, and embroiderer in blue, purple, 
and crimson yarns, and in fine linen. 

24 All the gold that was used for the work, in all the 
construction of the sanctuary, the gold from the offer-
ing, was twenty-nine talents and seven hundred thirty 
shekels, measured by the sanctuary shekel. 25 The sil-
ver from those of the congregation who were counted 
was one hundred talents and one thousand seven hun-
dred seventy-five shekels, measured by the sanctuary 
shekel; 26 a beka a head (that is, half a shekel, mea s-
ured by the sanctuary shekel), for everyone who was 
counted in the census, from twenty years old and up-
ward, for six hundred three thousand, five hundred fifty 
men. 27 The hundred talents of silver were for casting 
the bases of the sanctuary, and the bases of the curtain; 
one hundred bases for the hundred talents, a talent for 
a base. 28 Of the thousand seven hundred seventy-five 
shekels he made hooks for the pillars, and overlaid their 
capitals and made bands for them. 29 The bronze that 
was contributed was seventy talents, and two thousand 
four hundred shekels; 30 with it he made the bases for 
the entrance of the tent of meeting, the bronze altar and 
the bronze grating for it and all the utensils of the altar, 
31 the bases all around the court, and the bases of the 
gate of the court, all the pegs of the tabernacle, and all 
the pegs around the court. 

 
Making the Vestments for the Priesthood 

39 Of the blue, purple, and crimson yarns they 
made finely worked vestments, for ministering 

in the holy place; they made the sacred vestments for 
Aaron; as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

2 He made the ephod of gold, of blue, purple, and 
crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen. 3 Gold leaf was 
hammered out and cut into threads to work into the 
blue, purple, and crimson yarns and into the fine twisted 
linen, in skilled design. 4 They made for the ephod shoul-
der-pieces, joined to it at its two edges. 5 The decorated 
band on it was of the same materials and workmanship, 
of gold, of blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine 
twisted linen; as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

6 The onyx stones were prepared, enclosed in set-
tings of gold filigree and engraved like the engravings of 
a signet, according to the names of the sons of Israel. 
7 He set them on the shoulder-pieces of the ephod, to be 
stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel; as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 

8 He made the breastpiece, in skilled work, like the 
work of the ephod, of gold, of blue, purple, and crimson 
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Read Exodus 39  
The priestly vestments are creat-

ed for Aaron and his sons in accor-
dance with the instruction found in 
Exodus 28. Upon the completion 
of the project, the tabernacle and 
all of the sacred objects are brought 
to Moses to be examined, and he 
certifies their work by blessing the 
people. 

Reflect: Consider the values 
demonstrated in this building proj-
ect, values of diligence, attention to 
detail, use of proper materials, and 
assessment. 

Pray: Pray for those who work 
and those who inspect, for those 
who offer their substance to the ad-
vancement of God’s work and for 
those who bless its accomplish-
ment. 

Act: Rely on those who take the 
time to plan and to do careful 
work, and who are open to the ex-
amination of what they have pro-
duced.



yarns, and of fine twisted linen. 9 It was 
square; the breastpiece was made double, 
a span in length and a span in width when 
doubled. 10 They set in it four rows of 
stones. A row of carnelian,a chrysolite, and 
emerald was the first row; 11 and the second 
row, a turquoise, a sapphire,b and a moon-
stone; 12 and the third row, a jacinth, an 
agate, and an amethyst; 13 and the fourth 
row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper; they 
were enclosed in settings of gold filigree. 
14 There were twelve stones with names 
corresponding to the names of the sons of 
Israel; they were like signets, each en-
graved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 
15 They made on the breastpiece chains of 
pure gold, twisted like cords; 16 and they 
made two settings of gold filigree and two 
gold rings, and put the two rings on the two 
edges of the breastpiece; 17 and they put 
the two cords of gold in the two rings at the 
edges of the breastpiece. 18 Two ends of the 
two cords they had attached to the two set-
tings of filigree; in this way they attached it 
in front to the shoulder-pieces of the 
ephod. 19 Then they made two rings of 
gold, and put them at the two ends of the 
breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the 
ephod. 20 They made two rings of gold, and 
attached them in front to the lower part of 
the two shoulder-pieces of the ephod, at its 
joining above the decorated band of the 
ephod. 21 They bound the breastpiece by its 
rings to the rings of the ephod with a blue 
cord, so that it should lie on the decorated 
band of the ephod, and that the breastpiece 
should not come loose from the ephod; as 
the LORD had commanded Moses. 

22 He also made the robe of the ephod 
woven all of blue yarn; 23 and the opening 
of the robe in the middle of it was like the 
opening in a coat of mail,c with a binding 
around the opening, so that it might not be 
torn. 24 On the lower hem of the robe they 
made pomegranates of blue, purple, and 
crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen. 

25 They also made bells of pure gold, and 
put the bells between the pomegranates on 
the lower hem of the robe all around, be-
tween the pomegranates; 26 a bell and a 
pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate all 
around on the lower hem of the robe for 
ministering; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 

27 They also made the tunics, woven 
of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, 28 and 
the turban of fine linen, and the headdress-
es of fine linen, and the linen undergar-
ments of fine twisted linen, 29 and the sash 
of fine twisted linen, and of blue, purple, 
and crimson yarns, embroidered with 
needlework; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 

30 They made the rosette of the holy di-
adem of pure gold, and wrote on it an in-
scription, like the engraving of a signet, 
“Holy to the LORD.” 31 They tied to it a blue 
cord, to fasten it on the turban above; as 
the LORD had commanded Moses. 

The Work Completed 
32 In this way all the work of the taber-

nacle of the tent of meeting was finished; 
the Israelites had done everything just as 
the LORD had commanded Moses. 33 Then 
they brought the tabernacle to Moses, the 
tent and all its utensils, its hooks, its 
frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 
34 the covering of tanned rams’ skins and 
the covering of fine leather,c and the curtain 
for the screen; 35 the ark of the cove nantd 

with its poles and the mercy seat;e 36 the 
table with all its utensils, and the bread of 
the Presence; 37 the pure lampstand with its 
lamps set on it and all its utensils, and the 
oil for the light; 38 the golden altar, the 
anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and 
the screen for the entrance of the tent; 
39 the bronze altar, and its grating of 
bronze, its poles, and all its utensils; the 
basin with its stand; 40 the hangings of 
the court, its pillars, and its bases, and the 
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a The identification of several of these stones is uncertain 
b Or lapis lazuli 
c Meaning of Heb uncertain 

d Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 
e Or the cover 
 



screen for the gate of the court, its cords, 
and its pegs; and all the utensils for the 
service of the tabernacle, for the tent of 
meeting; 41 the finely worked vestments for 
ministering in the holy place, the sacred 
vestments for the priest Aaron, and the 

vestments of his sons to serve as priests. 
42 The Israelites had done all of the work 
just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
43 When Moses saw that they had done all 
the work just as the LORD had commanded, 
he blessed them. 
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Read Exodus 40  
With the work completed, God 

commands Moses to erect the tab-
ernacle and place its furnishings 
and the ark in their proper places. 
The sacred enclosure is then conse-
crated and Aaron and his sons are 
ordained to the work of priests. 
The stages of the people’s journey 
are signaled by whether God’s glo-
ry fills the tabernacle or is taken up. 

Reflect: Reflect on the contin-
ued care with which God guides 
the people and demonstrates that 
his spirit is with them on their jour-
ney. 

Pray: Pray for God’s guidance in 
the stages of your journey through 
life. 

Act: Open your mind to the 
signs of God’s presence. Strive to 
follow God’s commands and be 
guided by God’s word.

a Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth 
d Or the cover 

The Tabernacle Erected and Its Equipment Installed 

40 The LORD spoke to Moses: 2 On the first day of 
the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of 

the tent of meeting. 3 You shall put in it the ark of the 
covenant,a and you shall screen the ark with the curtain. 
4 You shall bring in the table, and arrange its setting; 
and you shall bring in the lampstand, and set up its 
lamps. 5 You shall put the golden altar for incense be-
fore the ark of the covenant,a and set up the screen for 
the entrance of the tabernacle. 6 You shall set the altar 
of burnt offering before the entrance of the tabernacle of 
the tent of meeting, 7 and place the basin between the 
tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 8 You 
shall set up the court all around, and hang up the screen 
for the gate of the court. 9 Then you shall take the 
anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in 
it, and consecrate it and all its furniture, so that it shall 
become holy. 10 You shall also anoint the altar of burnt 
offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar, so 
that the altar shall be most holy. 11 You shall also anoint 
the basin with its stand, and consecrate it. 12 Then you 
shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the 
tent of meeting, and shall wash them with water, 13 and 
put on Aaron the sacred vestments, and you shall 
anoint him and consecrate him, so that he may serve 
me as priest. 14 You shall bring his sons also and put tu-
nics on them, 15 and anoint them, as you anointed their 
father, that they may serve me as priests: and their 
anointing shall admit them to a perpetual priesthood 
throughout all generations to come. 

16 Moses did everything just as the LORD had com-
manded him. 17 In the first month in the second year, 
on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was set up. 
18 Moses set up the tabernacle; he laid its bases, and 
set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its 
pillars; 19 and he spread the tent over the tabernacle, 
and put the covering of the tent over it; as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 20 He took the covenanta and put it 
into the ark, and put the poles on the ark, and set the 
mercy seatb above the ark; 21 and he brought the ark 
into the tabernacle, and set up the curtain for screen-
ing, and screened the ark of the covenant;a as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 22 He put the table in the tent 



of meeting, on the north side of the taber-
nacle, outside the curtain, 23 and set the 
bread in order on it before the LORD; as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 24 He put 
the lampstand in the tent of meeting, op-
posite the table on the south side of the 
tabernacle, 25 and set up the lamps before 
the LORD; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 26 He put the golden altar in the tent 
of meeting before the curtain, 27 and of-
fered fragrant incense on it; as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 28 He also put in 
place the screen for the entrance of the 
tabernacle. 29 He set the altar of burnt of-
fering at the entrance of the tabernacle 
of the tent of meeting, and offered on it the 
burnt offering and the grain offering as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 30 He set 
the basin between the tent of meeting and 
the altar, and put water in it for washing, 
31 with which Moses and Aa ron and his 
sons washed their hands and their feet. 
32 When they went into the tent of meeting, 

and when they approached the altar, they 
washed; as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 33 He set up the court around the 
tabernacle and the altar, and put up the 
screen at the gate of the court. So Moses 
finished the work. 

The Cloud and the Glory 
34 Then the cloud covered the tent of 

meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. 35 Moses was not able to enter 
the tent of meeting because the cloud set-
tled upon it, and the glory of the LORD filled 
the tabernacle. 36 Whenever the cloud was 
taken up from the tabernacle, the Israelites 
would set out on each stage of their jour-
ney; 37 but if the cloud was not taken up, 
then they did not set out until the day that 
it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD 
was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was 
in the clouda by night, before the eyes of all 
the house of Israel at each stage of their 
journey.
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