
The third Gospel is the work of a disciple of Paul, probably a 
physician (Col 4:14) of Syrian origin. He must have converted 
to the Christian faith in the 40’s when the persecuted Christians 

of Jerusalem and Caesarea took refuge outside Palestine, bringing the 
message with them. As early as the year 50 A.D., Luke accompanied 
Paul in his missions (Acts 16:10).  

Luke may have concluded his Gospel and Acts in Greece. For him, 
these books were two halves of the same work and they were probably 
finished between the years 63–64 A.D.  

Luke tells us that he went to seek the testimonies of the first servants 
of the word, namely, the apostles (1:1-5). In fact, more than once, Luke 
went with Paul to Jerusalem and Caesarea, two great centers of the 
Church in Palestine, and these first communities kept the documents 
that the first three Gospels used.  

Luke, the same as Mark, kept the two main sections that served as 
the basis of the Church’s early catechesis, namely: the activity of Jesus 
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in Galilee and his final days in Jerusalem. But between them, Luke in-
serted the content of another document with many sayings of Jesus. He 
intentionally placed them during Jesus’ journey from Galilee to 
Jerusalem to show that Christian life is placed under the sign of the cross. 

Other documents of the first Christian communities of Palestine pro-
vided Luke with the content of his first two chapters devoted to the in-
fancy of Jesus. It is the testimony of the primitive community of which 
Mary was a member. From the very start, these chapters give to the 
Gospel of Luke its own personality. If we had to characterize it in one 
word, we would have to say that it is the most human of the four. 

We can see this profoundly human aspect of Luke in his care to recall 
the attitude of Jesus toward women. Luke had left his family to follow 
Paul in his missions and, as a result, he always lived with insecurity and 
provisionally and more than others, he underlined the incompatibility 
of the Gospel with possessions. 

Luke learned a great deal from Paul, his teacher. He emphasized the 
words of Jesus that remind us that salvation is always, first and foremost, 
a personal gift of God rather than a reward for our merits. This high-
lighting of the strange mercy of God has given us the unforgettable para-
bles of Chapter 15. 

After the infancy narrative (1–2), and the account of the Baptism of 
Jesus in Judea, the Gospel of Luke is made up of three sections:  

– The ministry of Jesus in Galilee: 3:1—9:56; 
– The journey through Samaria to Jerusalem: 9:57—18:17; 
– The events of Jerusalem: 18:18-24. 
The last chapter on the apparitions of the risen Jesus will serve as an 

invitation to read the Book of Acts, which is a continuation of Luke’s 
Gospel.
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11 Several people have set themselves to relate the events that have 
taken place among us 2 as they were told by the first witnesses who 

later became ministers of the word. 3 After I, myself, had carefully gone 
over the whole story from the beginning, it seemed right for me to give 
you, Theophilus, an orderly account 4 so that your Excellency may know 
the truth of all you have been taught. 

The birth of John the Baptist foretold 
5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there lived a priest named Zech -

ariah, belonging to the priestly clan of Abiah. Elizabeth, Zechariah’s wife, 
also belonged to a priestly family. 6 Both of them were upright in the eyes 
of God and lived blamelessly in accordance with all the laws and com-
mands of the Lord, 7 but they had no child. Elizabeth could not have any 
and now they were both very old. 

8 Now, while Zechariah and those with him were fulfilling their office, 
9 it fell to him by lot, according to the custom of the priests, to enter the 
Sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. 10 At the time of offering in-
cense, all the people were praying outside; 11 it was then that an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of in-
cense. 12 On seeing the angel, Zechariah was deeply troubled, and fear 
took hold of him. 

13 But the angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah, be assured 
that your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you shall name him John. 14 He will bring joy and gladness to you 
and many will rejoice at his birth. 

15 This son of yours will be great in the eyes of the Lord. Listen: he 
shall never drink wine or strong drink, but he will be filled with the Holy 



Spirit even from his mother’s womb. 16 Through him, many of the people 
of Israel will turn to the Lord their God. 17 He, himself, will open the way 
to the Lord with the spirit and power of the prophet Elijah; he will recon-
cile fathers and children, and lead the disobedient to wisdom and right-
eousness in order to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I believe this? I am an old 
man and my wife is elderly, too.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel, who 
stands before God; and I am the one sent to speak to you and to bring 
you this good news! My words will come true in their time. 20 But you 
would not believe; and now, you will be silent and unable to speak until 
this has happened.”  

21 Meanwhile, the people waited for Zechariah; and they were surprised 
that he delayed so long in the Sanctuary. 22 When he finally appeared, 
he could not speak to them; and they realized that he had seen a vision 
in the Sanctuary. He remained dumb and made signs to them. 

23 When his time of service was completed, Zechariah returned home; 
24 and, some time later, Elizabeth became pregnant. For five months she 
kept to herself, remaining at home, and thinking, 25 “This, for me, is the 
Lord’s doing! This is his time for mercy and for taking away my public 
disgrace.” 
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LUKE 1:1-25 
Read: Luke presents the goal of his work “to clearly understand 

the lessons learned” (4). God acts in history, hears the prayer 
of the faithful (13), and nothing is impossible for Him (19-20). 
John the Baptist is the precursor of the Lord. 
Reflect: What does all this tells you? Is it possible to contem-

plate God’s action in history? How?  
Pray: I ask you, O Lord, the grace to recognize your presence 

in all the events of life and in the face of every person who 
crosses my path. 
Act: Review your history mentally and contemplate God’s pres -

ence in it. Praise Him with a song of thanksgiving. 



The Annunciation 
(Mt 1:18) 

26 In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town 
of Galilee called Nazareth. He was sent 27 to a virgin who was betrothed 
to a man named Joseph, of the family of David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary. 

28 The angel came to her and said, “Rejoice, full of grace, the Lord is 
with you!” 29 Mary was troubled at these words, wondering what this 
greeting could mean. 

30 But the angel said, “Do not fear, Mary, for God has looked kindly 
on you. 31 You shall conceive and bear a son; and you shall call him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great, and shall rightly be called Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the kingdom of David, his ancestor; 
he will rule over the people of Jacob forever; 33 and his reign shall have 
no end.” 

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be since I am a virgin?” 
35 And the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the holy child 
to be born of you shall be called Son of God. 36 Even your relative, Eli -
zabeth, is expecting a son in her old age, al though she was unable to 
have a child; and she is now in her sixth month. 37 With God nothing is 
impossible.” 

38 Then Mary said, “I am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to 
me as you have said.” And the angel left her. 

LUKE 1:26-38 
Read: The difference between the birth of John and of Jesus 

is surprising. John will be great before the Lord; Jesus will be 
great and is also the Son of the Most High. John prepares the 
people; Jesus will rule them. John’s mission is temporal; the 
reign of Jesus lasts forever. Mary responds generously to God’s 
plan: “Let it be done to me as you have said.” 
Reflect: Do you trust in the power of God? How? Do you be-

lieve in his word? How do you respond to the call that God 
makes you every day to love and serve Him in the brothers and 
sisters? 
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Mary visits Elizabeth 
39 Mary then set out for a town in the hill country of Judah. 40 She en-

tered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb. Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and, 42 giving a loud cry, said, “You are most blessed 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 How is it that 
the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 The moment your greeting 
sounded in my ears, the baby within me suddenly leaped for joy. 
45 Blessed are you who believed that the Lord’s word would come true!” 

46 And Mary said, 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
47 my spirit exults in God, my savior! 
48 He has looked upon his servant in her lowliness,  
and people, forever, will call me blessed. 
49 The Mighty One has done great things for me, 
Holy is his Name! 
50 From age to age, his mercy extends 
to those who live in his presence. 
51 He has acted with power and done wonders, 
and scattered the proud with their plans. 
52 He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 
and lifted up those who are downtrodden. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things, 
but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He held out his hand to Israel, his servant, 
for he remembered his mercy, 
55 even as he promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his descendants forever.” 

56 Mary remained with Elizabeth for about three months, and then re-
turned home. 
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Pray: I ask from you, O Lord, the strength to trust in your 
Word, respond to your call and do your will. 
Act: Review the things you do every day and see how many of 

them do you do the will of God. 



Birth of John the Baptist 
57 When the time came for Elizabeth, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her 

neighbors and relatives heard that the merciful Lord had done a won-
derful thing for her and they rejoiced with her. 

59 When, on the eighth day, they came to attend the circumcision of the 
child, they wanted to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother 
said, “Not so; he shall be called John.” 61 They said to her, “But no one in 
your family has that name!” 62 and they made signs to his father for the 
name he wanted to give him. 63 Zechariah asked for a writing tablet, and 
wrote on it, “His name is John;” and they were very surprised. 64 Immedi-
ately, Zechariah could speak again and his first words were in praise of God. 

65 A holy fear came on all in the neighborhood, and throughout the hill 
country of Judea, the people talked about these events. 66 All who heard 
of it, pondered in their minds and wondered, “What will this child be?” 
For they understood that the hand of the Lord was with him. 

67 Zechariah, filled with the Holy Spirit, sang this canticle: 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has come and redeemed his people.  
69 In the house of David his servant, 
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LUKE 1:39-56 
Read: Mary hurried to go visit her cousin Elizabeth who will 

give birth in her old age. Elizabeth praises Mary, and Mary 
praises God with the “Magnificat”: praise to God that becomes 
present in history, showing His power by saving us. 
Reflect: What does the attitude of Mary and Elizabeth suggest 

to you? Could you make a song of praise like Mary? What impli-
cations does this expression have today: “He has put down the 
mighty from their thrones, and lifted up those who are down-
trodden”? 
Pray: Oh God, help me to contemplate you in the daily events 

of life, and help me to make of my life a song of praise for your 
nearness. 
Act: Discreetly, offer to help a friend or family member in need. 

Let this gesture be a way to thank God for His closeness. 



LUKE 1:57-80 
Read: The text tells of the birth of John the Baptist and pre -

sents the song of Zechariah: God does not forget His people; 
His action is salvation for all. 
Reflect: Have you contrasted your projects with God’s plans? 

Do they relate? Do you feel the nearness of God in your life? 
Pray: I ask from you, O God, the gift of discernment to know 

what you want from me. I also ask for strength to do your 
will. 
Act: Go to a church and there offer to the Lord your personal 

projects. 

he has raised up for us a victorious Savior; 
70 as he promised through his prophets of old, 
71 salvation from our enemies 
and from the hand of our foes. 
72 He has shown mercy to our fathers;  
and remembered his holy Covenant,  
73 the oath he swore to Abraham, our father, 
74 to deliver us from the enemy, 
75 that we might serve him fearlessly 
as a holy and righteous people, 
all the days of our lives. 
76 And you, my child, 
shall be called Prophet of the Most High, 
for you shall go before the Lord 
to prepare the way for him, 
77 and to enable his people to know of their salvation 
when he comes to forgive their sins. 
78 This is the work of the mercy of our God, 
who comes from on high as a rising sun, 
79 shining on those who live in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and guiding our feet into the way of peace.” 

80 As the child grew up, he was seen to be strong in the Spirit; and he 
lived in the desert until the day when he appeared openly in Israel. 
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The birth of Jesus 

21 At that time, the emperor issued a decree for a census of the whole 
empire to be taken. 2 This first census was taken when Quirinus was 

governor of Syria. 3 Everyone had to be registered in his own town. So 
everyone set out for his own city. 4 Joseph, too, set out from Nazareth of 
Galilee. As he belonged to the family of David, being a descendant of 
his, he went to Judea, to David’s town of Bethlehem, 5 to be registered 
with Mary, his wife, who was with child.  

6 They were in Bethlehem when the time came for her to have her 
child; 7 and she gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in 
torn rags and laid him in a feeding trough because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 

The shepherds and the angels 
8 There were shepherds camping in the countryside, taking turns to 

watch over their flocks by night. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to them with the glory of the Lord shining around them.  

As they were terrified, 10 the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid; I am 
here to give you good news, great joy for all the people. 11 Today, a Sav-
ior has been born to you in David’s town; he is the Messiah and the Lord. 
12 Let this be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in torn rags and 
lying in a feeding trough.” 

13 Suddenly, the angel was surrounded by many more heavenly spirits 
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest and Peace on 
earth to those whom God loves.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone back to heaven, the shep-
herds said to one another, “Let us go as far as Bethlehem and see what 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they came hurriedly and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the feeding trough. 17 On seeing 
him, they related what they had been told about the child; 18 and all were 
astonished on hearing the shepherds. 

19 As for Mary, she treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20 The shepherds then returned, giving glory and praise to God for all 

they had heard and seen, just as the angels had told them. 
21 On the eighth day, the circumcision of the baby had to be performed; 

he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was 
conceived. 
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Jesus is presented in the temple 
22 When the day came for the purification according to the law of 

Moses, they brought the baby up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord, 23 as it is written in the law of the Lord: Every firstborn male shall 
be consecrated to God. 24 And they offered a sacrifice as ordered in the 
law of the Lord: a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

25 There lived in Jerusalem, at this time, a very upright and devout 
man named Simeon; the Holy Spirit was in him. He looked forward to 
the time when the Lord would comfort Israel; 26 and he had been assured 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before seeing the Messiah of the 
Lord. 27 So, he was led into the temple by the Holy Spirit at the time the 
parents brought the child Jesus to do for him according to the custom 
of the law. 

28 Simeon took the child in his arms and blessed God, saying, 
29 “Now, O Lord, you can dismiss 
your servant in peace, 
for you have fulfilled your word 
30 and my eyes have seen your salvation, 

LUKE   2 148

LUKE 2:1-21 
Read: The birth of Jesus in a manger is not just a circumstan-

tial data, but expresses God’s option for the simple and the poor, 
as Mary, Joseph and the shepherds who come near the child. 
Luke highlights another detail: “Mary kept and pondered every-
thing in her heart.” 
Reflect: The desire to gain prestige and social recognition is 

somewhat inappropriate. What does the birth of Jesus in the 
midst of poverty suggest to you? And, what about the attitude 
of Mary? 
Pray: O God, may I ask for the grace to recognize your pres-

ence in simple things and contemplate your birth in everyday 
life. 
Act: Make a list of birthdays of your loved ones. Remember 

how you celebrate the birthday of each of them and thank God 
for the gift of life. 



31 which you display for all the people to see. 
32 Here is the light you will reveal to the nations, 
and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 His father and mother wondered at what was said about the child. 

34 Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother, “Know this: your 
son is a sign; a sign established for the falling and rising of many in Is-
rael, a sign of contradiction; 35 and a sword will pierce your own soul so 
that out of many hearts thoughts may be revealed.” 

36 There was also a prophetess named Anna, daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. After leaving her father’s home, she had been seven 
years with her husband; and since then, she had been continually about 
the temple, serving God as a widow, night and day, in fasting and prayer. 
37 She was now eighty-four. 38 Coming up at that time, she gave praise 
to God and spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the deliver-
ance of Jerusalem. 

39 When the parents had fulfilled all that was required by the law of the 
Lord, they returned to their town, Nazareth in Galilee. 40 There, the child 
grew in stature and strength and was filled with wisdom: the grace of 
God was upon him. 
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LUKE 2:22-40 
Read: Mary and Joseph, as faithful Jews, had Jesus circum-

cised and presented him to the Lord, as prescribed by the Law. 
Simeon proclaims the universality of salvation that Jesus 
brings. 
Reflect: Do you observe the commandments of God and the 

Church? Do you consider them necessary for salvation? Does God 
want the salvation of a few or of all? 
Pray: O God, I ask for your help to do what you command us 

and to contemplate everywhere your saving presence. 
Act: Promote family participation in your parish activities. 

I must be in my Father’s house 
41 Every year, the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Feast of 

the Passover, as was customary. 42 And when Jesus was twelve years 
old, he went up with them according to the custom of this feast. 43 After 



the festival was over they returned, but the boy Jesus remained in 
Jerusalem and his parents did not know it. 

44 They assumed that he was in their group of travelers and, after walk-
ing the whole day, they looked for him among their relatives and friends. 
45 As they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem searching for 
him; 46 and on the third day, they found him in the temple, sitting among 
the teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 And all the peo-
ple were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 

48 His parents were very surprised when they saw him; and his mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I were 
very worried while searching for you.” 49 Then he said to them, “Why 
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” 50 But they did not understand this answer. 

51 Jesus went down with them, returning to Nazareth, and he continued 
to be obedient to them. As for his mother, she kept all these things in 
her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and age, and in divine and human 
favor. 
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LUKE 2:41-52 
Read: On the occasion of the pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the 

Passover feast, Jesus stays in the Temple without Joseph and 
Mary knowing it. Through this story, Luke presents the divine 
sonship of Jesus and his mission: “My Father’s affairs.” 
Reflect: Do you realize that by baptism you are a child of God? 

In your opinion, what mission has God entrusted you? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, help me to be ever more aware of my condi-

tion as a child of God, and the mission that as such I have: 
building up your kingdom. 
Act: Support any initiative of your diocese or parish that pro-

motes respect for human rights. 

John the Baptist prepares the way  
(Mk 1:1; Mt 3:1; Jn 1:19) 

31 It was the fifteenth year of the rule of the Emperor Tiberius: Pontius 
Pilatus was governor of Judea; Herod ruled over Galilee, his brother 



Philip ruled over the country of Iturea and Trachonitis; and Lysanias ruled 
over Abilene. 2 Annas and Caiaphas were the High Priests at the time 
when the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in the desert. 

3 John proclaimed a baptism for repentant people to obtain forgiveness 
of sins and he went through the whole country bordering the Jordan 
River. 4 It was just as is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah: Listen 
to this voice crying out in the desert, ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his path straight! 5 The valleys will be filled and the mountains and hills 
made low. Everything crooked will be made straight and the rough 
paths smooth; 6 and every human being will see the salvation of God!’ 

7 John said to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “You 
brood of vipers! How will you escape when divine punishment comes? 
8 Produce now the fruits of a true change of heart; and do not deceive 
yourselves by saying, ‘We have Abraham for our ancestor!’ For I tell you, 
God can make children of Abraham from these stones. 9 The ax is al-
ready laid to the root of the tree and every tree that fails to produce good 
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 The people asked him, “What are we to do?” 11 And John answered, 
“If you have two coats, give one to the person who has none; and if you 
have food, do the same.”  

 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized and asked him, “Master, 
what must we do?” 13 John said to them, “Collect no more than your fixed 
rate.” 14 Then some soldiers asked John, “What about us? What are we 
to do?” And he answered, “Don’t take anything by force, or threaten the 
people by denouncing them falsely. Be content with your pay.” 

15 The people were wondering about John’s identity, “Could he be the 
Messiah?” 16 Then John answered them, “I baptize you with water, but 
the one who is coming will do much more: he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. As for me, I am not worthy to untie his sandal. 17 He 
comes with a winnowing fan to clear his threshing floor and gather 
the grain into his barn. But the chaff he will burn with fire that never 
goes out.” 

18 With these and many other words, John announced the Good News 
to the people 19 until Herod put him in prison. For John had reproached 
Herod for living with Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for his evil deeds. 
20 Then Herod added another crime to all the rest he had committed: he 
put John in prison. 
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LUKE 3:1-20 
Read: Presentation of John the Baptist and his ministry. John 

announces the coming of the Lord and prepares his mission. 
Reflect: John proclaims the coming of the Lord boldly, and so 

is imprisoned. Do you think that we Christians are bold enough 
in proclaiming the Gospel of the Lord? How should we do it? 
Pray: I ask you, Jesus, for strength to proclaim your Gospel 

with courage. 
Act: Find out more about the Church’s option in favor of life, 

and decide how to live the Gospel today.  

Jesus is baptized by John 
(Mt 3:13; Mk 1:9; Jn 1:29) 

21 Now, with all the people who came to be baptized, Jesus, too, was 
baptized. Then, while he was praying, the heavens opened: 22 the Holy 
Spirit came down upon him in the bodily form of a dove and a voice 
from heaven was heard, “You are my Son in whom I am well pleased.” 

23 When Jesus made his appearance, he had reached the age of thirty 
years. He was known as the Son of Joseph, whose father and forefathers 
were:  

Heli, 24 Matthat, Levi, Melchi, Jannai, Joseph, 25 Matthathias, Amos, 
Nahum, Esli, Naggai, 26 Maath, Mattathias, Semein, Josech, Joda, 27 Jo -
a nan, Rhesa, Zerubbabel, Shealtiel, Neri, 28 Melchi, Addi, Cosam, El-
madam, Er, 29 Joshua, Eliezer, Jorim, Matthat, Levi, 30 Simeon, Judah, 
Joseph, Jonam, Eliakim, 31 Melea, Menna, Mattatha, Nathan, David, 
32 Jesse, Obed, Boaz, Salmon, Nahson, 33 Amminadab, Adnim, Arni, 
Hezron, Perez, Judah, 34 Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, Terah, Nahor, 35 Serug, 
Reu, Peleg, Eber, Shelah, 36 Cainan, Arphaxad, Shem, Noah, Lamech, 
37 Methuselah, Enoch, Jared, Malaleel, Cainan, 38 Enos, Seth, and 
Adam—who was from God. 

LUKE 3:21-38 
Read: Luke tells of the baptism of the Lord and his genealogy. 

Unlike Matthew, whose genealogy stretches back to Abraham, 



Jesus tempted in the wilderness  
(Mt 4:1; Mk 1:12) 

41 Jesus was now full of the Holy Spirit. As he returned from the Jor-
dan, the Spirit led him into the desert 2 where he was tempted by the 

devil for forty days. He did not eat anything during that time and at the 
end he was hungry. 3 The devil then said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell this stone to turn into bread.” 4 But Jesus answered, “Scripture 
says: People cannot live on bread alone.” 

5 Then the devil took him up to a high place and showed him, in a 
flash, all the nations of the world. 6 And he said to Jesus, “I can give 
you power over all the nations; and their wealth will be yours; for power 
and wealth have been delivered to me; and I give them to whom I wish. 
7 All this will be yours, provided you worship me.” 8 But Jesus replied, 
“Scripture says: You shall worship the Lord your God and serve him 
alone.” 

9 Then the devil took him up to Jerusalem and set him on the highest 
wall of the temple; and he said, “If you are God’s Son, throw yourself 
down from here; 10 for it is written: God will order his angels to take care 
of you; 11 and again: They will hold you in their hands, lest you hurt 
your foot on the stones.” 12 But Jesus replied, “It is written: You shall not 
challenge the Lord your God.”  

13 When the devil had exhausted every way of tempting Jesus, he left 
him to return another time. 
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the Gospel of Luke extends it to Adam, the father of all hu-
mankind. 
Reflect: What does the genealogy that Luke presents suggest 

to you? Do you see in every person who crosses your path a 
brother and a sister? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, I thank you for having become one of us and, 

thus, we all become brothers and sisters, and together with love, 
we may build a better world. 
Act: Promote among your peers actions that help to treat oth-

ers as real brothers and sisters: sons and daughters of the one 
Father/Mother God. 



Jesus proclaims his mission at Nazareth  
(Mt 13:53) 

14 Jesus acted with the power of the Spirit; and on his return to Galilee, 
the news about him spread throughout all that territory. 15 He began 
teaching in the synagogues of the Jews and everyone praised him. 

16 When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath as he usually did. 17 He stood up 
to read, and they handed him the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Jesus then unrolled the scroll and found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor; to proclaim liberty to captives, and new sight to the 
blind; to free the oppressed; 19 and to announce the Lord’s year of mercy.” 

20 Jesus then rolled up the scroll, gave it to the attendant, and sat down; 
and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he said 
to them, “Today, these prophetic words come true even as you listen.” 

22 All agreed with him and were lost in wonder while he spoke of the 
grace of God. Nevertheless, they asked, “Who is this but Joseph’s Son?” 
23 So he said, “Doubtless you will quote me the saying: Doctor, heal your-
self! Do here, in your town, what they say you did in Capernaum.” 

24 Jesus added, “No prophet is honored in his own country. 25 Truly, I 
say to you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when 

LUKE   4 154

LUKE 4:1-13 
Read: Jesus is tested by Satan in the wilderness. Filled with 

the Holy Spirit, he confronts temptations and always chooses 
God’s plan. 
Reflect: What temptations are you facing and how do you deal 

with them? Do you ask the help of the Holy Spirit to overcome 
them? 
Pray: O God, may your Spirit assist me in times of temptation, 

helping me always to choose your path of service, love and, self-
giving. 
Act: Identify the temptation that creates the most problems 

in your life. Do you have a plan to overcome them? Do you ever 
ask someone for help? 
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the heavens withheld rain for three years and six months and a great 
famine came over the whole land. 26 Yet, Elijah was not sent to any of 
them, but to a widow of Zarephath, in the country of Sidon. 27 There were 
also many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha, the prophet; and no one 
was healed except Naaman, the Syrian.” 

28 On hearing these words, the whole assembly became indignant. 
29 They rose up and brought him out of the town, 30 to the edge of the hill 
on which Nazareth is built, intending to throw him down the cliff. But he 
passed through their midst and went his way. 

LUKE 4:14-30 
Read: Jesus announces his mission in his own town, Nazareth, 

but they reject him.  
Reflect: How do you see the saving actions of God in your life? 

How do you think that Jesus fulfills his mission today? What 
does this expression suggest to you: “Today, in your presence, 
this passage of the Scripture has been fulfilled”? 
Pray: O Jesus, may we contemplate on your saving action 

among us. Free us from our bias, and may your Spirit encourage 
us to work in your mission. 
Act: Encourage your family to become aware of the mission of 

Jesus. 

With the power of the spirit 
(Mk 1:23; Mt 4:24; 8:14) 

31 Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee, and began teach-
ing the people at the Sabbath meetings. 32 They were astonished at the 
way he taught them, for his word was spoken with authority. 

33 In the synagogue, there was a man possessed by an evil spirit who 
shouted in a loud voice, 34 “What do you want with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I recognize you: you are the 
Holy One of God.” 35 Then Jesus said to him sharply, “Be silent and leave 
this man!” The evil spirit then threw the man down in front of them and 
came out of him without doing him harm.  

36 Amazement seized all these people, and they said to one another, 
“What does this mean? He commands the evil spirits with authority and 



power. He orders and you see how they come out!” 37 And news about 
Jesus spread throughout the surrounding area. 

38 Leaving the synagogue, Jesus went to the house of Simon. His 
mother-in-law was suffering from high fever and they asked him to do 
something for her. 39 Bending over her, he rebuked the fever, and it left 
her. Immediately, she got up and waited on them. 

40 At sunset, people suffering from many kinds of sickness were 
brought to Jesus. Laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41 De -
mons were driven out, howling as they departed from their victims, “You 
are the Son of God!” He rebuked them and would not allow them to 
speak, for they knew he was the Messiah. 

42 Jesus left at daybreak and looked for a solitary place. People went 
out in search of him, and finding him, they tried to dissuade him from 
leaving. 43 But he said, “I have to go to other towns to announce the good 
news of the kingdom of God. That is what I was sent to do.” 44 And Jesus 
continued to preach in the synagogues of Galilee. 
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LUKE 4:31-44 
Read: In Capernaum, Jesus exorcizes, heals Peter’s mother-in-

law and all the sick brought to him. 
Reflect: The example of Peter’s mother-in-law is very instruc-

tive. As soon as she feels healthy, she gets up and serves Jesus. 
She shows in this way her gratitude. Has God healed you of 
something? How do you give thanks? 
Pray: Dear Jesus, I give thanks to you for all that you do for 

me. May your Spirit teach me to be generous with others as you 
are with me. 
Act: Perform an act of charity as gratitude for what God has 

done for you. 

You will catch people 
(Mt 4:18; Mk 1:16) 

51 One day, as Jesus stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, with a crowd 
gathered around him listening to the word of God, 2 he caught sight 

of two boats left at the water’s edge by fishermen now washing their nets. 
3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked 



him to pull out a little from the shore. There he sat and continued to 
teach the crowd. 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep 
water and lower your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon replied, “Master, we 
worked hard all night and caught nothing. But if you say so, I will lower 
the nets.” 6 This they did, and caught such a large number of fish that 
their nets began to break. 7 They signaled their partners in the other boat 
to come and help them. They came and they filled both boats almost to 
the point of sinking. 

8 Upon seeing this, Simon Peter fell at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Leave 
me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and his companions were 
amazed at the catch they had made 10 and so were Simon’s partners, 
James and John, Zebedee’s sons. 

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. You will catch people from 
now on.” 11 So they brought their boats to land and followed him, leaving 
everything. 

Cure of a leper 
(Mk 1:40; Mt 8:2) 

12 One day, in another town, a man came to Jesus covered with lep-
rosy. On seeing Jesus, the man bowed down to the ground and said, 
“Lord, if you want to, you can make me clean.” 

13 Stretching out his hand, Jesus touched the man and said, “Yes, I 
want to. Be clean.” In an instant, the leprosy left him. 14 Then Jesus in-
structed him, “Tell this to no one. But go and show yourself to the priest. 
Make an offering for your healing as Moses prescribed; that will serve 
as evidence for them.” 

15 But the news about Jesus spread all the more; and large crowds 
came to him, to listen and to be healed of their sickness. 16 As for Jesus, 
he would often withdraw to solitary places and pray. 

The paralytic saved 
(Mk 2:1; Mt 9:1) 

17 One day, Jesus was teaching and many Pharisees and teachers of 
the law had come from every part of Galilee and Judea, and even from 
Jerusalem. They were sitting there while the power of the Lord was at 
work to heal the sick. 18 Then some men brought a paralyzed man who 
lay on his mat. They tried to enter the house to place him before Jesus, 
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19 but they couldn’t find a way through the crowd. So they went up on 
the roof and, removing the tiles, they lowered him on his mat into the 
middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. 

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “My friend, your sins 
are forgiven.” 21 At once the teachers of the law and the Pharisees began 
to wonder, “This man insults God! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

22 But Jesus knew their thoughts and asked them, “Why are you re-
acting like this? 23 Which is easier to say: ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or ‘Get 
up and walk’? 24 Now you shall know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins.” And Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, 
take your mat and go home.” 25 At once, the man stood before them. He 
took up the mat he had been lying on and went home praising God. 

26 Amazement seized the people and they praised God. They were 
filled with holy fear and said, “What wonderful things we have seen 
today!” 

LUKE 5:1-26 
Read: Simon had been trying all night fishing with no success. 

Jesus asks him to throw their nets one more time. He does and 
gets a great catch. Jesus calls Simon and his companions and 
from here on they follow him as his disciples. Jesus’ healing re-
veals God’s liberating power in the world. 
Reflect: Simon trusts in the words of Jesus despite his initial 

failure. Do you trust in the Word of God? Do you feel called by 
the Lord? What for? From what does the Lord liberates us today? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, may your Spirit increase my faith to always 

trust in your Word and be your disciple. 
Act: Talk to your family about what it means to have faith in 

Jesus, and about the mission that he calls us to: the kingdom 
of God. 

Call of Levi 
(Mk 2:13; Mt 9:9) 

27 After this, Jesus went out, and noticing a tax collector named Levi 
sitting in the tax office, he said to him, “Follow me!” 28 So Levi, leaving 
everything, got up and followed Jesus. 
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29 Levi gave a great feast for Jesus and many tax collectors came to 
his house and took their places at the table with the other people. 
30 Then the Pharisees and their followers complained to Jesus’ disci-
ples, “How is it, that you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 
31 But Jesus spoke up, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor but sick 
people do. 32 I have not come to call the just, but sinners to a change 
of heart.” 

33 Some people asked him, “The disciples of John fast often and 
say long prayers and so do the disciples of the Pharisees. Why is it that 
your disciples eat and drink?” Then Jesus said to them, 34 “You can’t 
make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them. 35 But 
later the bridegroom will be taken from them and they will fast in 
those days.” 

36 Jesus also told them this parable: “No one tears a piece from a new 
coat to put it on an old one; otherwise, the new coat will be torn and the 
piece taken from the new coat will not match the old coat. 37 No one puts 
new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins 
and be spilled and the skins will be destroyed as well. 38 But new wine 
must be put into fresh skins. 39 Yet, no one who has tasted old wine is 
eager to drink new wine, but says, ‘The old is good.’” 

LUKE 5:27-39 
Read: Jesus calls Levi (Matthew), a publican. Immediately, he 

leaves everything to follow the Master. Levi welcomes Jesus into 
his home and shares the table with him and with other tax col-
lectors. This scandalized the Pharisees and the scribes. 
Reflect: Would you be able to share your table with the mar-

ginalized? What do you make of Jesus’ comparisons on the piece 
of new garment to patch an old one? What is new in the mes-
sage of Jesus? 
Pray: Give me, Lord Jesus, a generous heart to welcome you 

without prejudice in my brothers and sisters, especially those 
who are despised and marginalized by society. 
Act: Share your table with the people considered marginalized 

by your society, at least once a year. Receive them as you would 
receive Jesus himself. 



LUKE 6:1-16 
Read: Jesus teaches us to be merciful, even on the Sabbath. 

He calls the Twelve. The lawyers, who did not approve of his ac-
tions, plot against Him. 

Jesus, Lord of the Sabbath 
(Mk 2:23; Mt 12:1; Mk 3:1) 

61 One Sabbath, Jesus was going through a field of grain, and his dis-
ciples began to pick heads of grain crushing them in their hands for 

food. 2 Some of the Pharisees asked them, “Why do you do what is for-
bidden on the Sabbath?” 3 Then Jesus spoke up and asked them, “Have 
you never read what David did when he and his men were hungry? 4 He 
entered the house of God, took and ate the bread of the offering and even 
gave some to his men, though only priests are allowed to eat that bread.” 
5 And Jesus added, “The Son of Man is Lord and rules over the Sabbath.” 

6 On another Sabbath, Jesus entered the synagogue and began teach-
ing. There was a man with a paralyzed right hand 7 and the teachers of 
the law and the Pharisees watched him: Would Jesus heal the man on 
the Sabbath? If he did, they could accuse him.  

8 But Jesus knew their thoughts and said to the man, “Get up and 
stand in the middle.” 9 Then he spoke to them, “I want to ask you: what 
is allowed by the law on the Sabbath? To do good or to do harm, to save 
life or to destroy it?” 10 And Jesus looked around at them all. 

Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out 
and his hand was restored, becoming as healthy as the other. 11 But they 
were furious and began to discuss with one another how they could deal 
with Jesus. 

The Twelve 
(Mk 3:13; Mt 10:1) 

12 At this time, Jesus went out into the hills to pray, spending the whole 
night in prayer with God. 13 When day came, he called his disciples to 
him and chose Twelve of them whom he called ‘apostles’: 14 Simon, 
whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew; James and John; Philip 
and Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James son of Alpheus and 
Simon called the Zealot; 16 Judas son of James and Judas Iscariot, who 
would be the traitor. 
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Blessings and woes 
(Mt 5–7) 

17 Coming down the hill with them, Jesus stood in an open plain. Many 
of his disciples were there and a large crowd of people who had come 
from all parts of Judea and Jerusalem, and from the coastal cities of 
Tyre and Sidon. 18 They gathered to hear him and to be healed of their 
diseases. And people troubled by unclean spirits were cured. 19 The en-
tire crowd tried to touch him, because of the power that went out from 
him and healed them all. 

20 Then, looking at his disciples, Jesus said,  
“Fortunate are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours. 
21 Fortunate are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
Fortunate are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
22 Fortunate are you when people hate you, when they reject you and 

insult you and number you among criminals, because of the Son of Man. 
23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for a great reward is kept for you 
in heaven. Remember, that is how the ancestors of the people treated 
the prophets. 

24 But alas for you who have wealth, for you have been comforted 
now. 

25 Alas for you who are full, for you will go hungry. 
Alas for you, who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 
26 Alas for you when people speak well of you, for that is how the an-

cestors of the people treated the false prophets. 
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Reflect: What does the following question suggests to you: 
“What is lawful to do on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil? 
To save life or to destroy it?” Do you feel called by Jesus by 
your own name? 
Pray: I recognize, Lord Jesus, how good you are with me; so 

I ask for the grace of sharing your goodness with all those in 
my path. 
Act: Evaluate yourself for a week, every evening. Consider if 

you have been kind to others as God is good to you. 



Love of enemies 
(Mt 5:38) 

27 But I say to you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you. 28 Bless those who curse you and pray for those who treat 
you badly. 29 To the one who strikes you on the cheek, turn the other 
cheek; from the one who takes your coat, do not keep back your shirt. 
30 Give to the one who asks, and if anyone has taken something from 
you, do not demand it back. 

31 Do to others, as you would have others do to you. 32 If you love only 
those who love you, what kind of grace is yours? Even sinners love those 
who love them. 33 If you do favors to those who are good to you, what 
kind of grace is yours? Even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend only 
when you expect to receive, what kind of grace is yours? For sinners 
also lend to sinners expecting to receive something in return. 

35 But love your enemies and do good to them and lend when there 
is nothing to expect in return. Then will your reward be great and you 
will be sons and daughters of the Most High, for he is kind toward 
the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. 
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LUKE 6:17-36 
Read: Just after calling the Twelve, Jesus sets the lifestyle 

that his disciples should aspire to: the Beatitudes. The commu-
nity of Jesus’ disciples is to rule by love. 
Reflect: What is the following expression suggesting to you: 

“Love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return… Be merciful as your Father is compassionate”? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, help me to live by the Beatitudes, to be able 

to share your love with everyone who comes close to me. 
Act: Today try to interiorize the Beatitudes deeply in yourself. 

At the end of the day, thank God for the experience and for His 
help to try it again tomorrow. 

37 Don’t be a judge of others and you will not be judged; do not con-
demn, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
38 give and it will be given to you and you will receive in your sack good 



measure, pressed down, full and running over. For the measure you give 
will be the measure you receive back.” 

39 And Jesus offered this example, “Can a blind person lead another 
blind person? Surely both will fall into a ditch. 40 A disciple is not above 
the master; but when fully trained, he will be like the master. 41 So why 
do you pay attention to the speck in your brother’s eye while you have 
a log in your eye and are not conscious of it? 42 How can you say to your 
neighbor, ‘Friend, let me take this speck out of your eye,’ when you can’t 
remove the log in your own? You hypocrite! First, remove the log from 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly enough to remove the speck 
from your neighbor’s eye. 

43 No healthy tree bears bad fruit, no poor tree bears good fruit. 44 And 
each tree is known by the fruit it bears: you don’t gather figs from thorns 
or grapes from brambles. 45 Similarly, the good person draws good things 
from the good stored in his heart, and an evil person draws evil things 
from the evil stored in his heart. For the mouth speaks from the fullness 
of the heart. 

46 Why do you call me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ and do not do what I say? 47 I will 
show you what the one is like who comes to me and listens to my words 
and acts accordingly. 48 That person is like the builder who dug deep and 
laid the foundations of his house on the rock. The river overflowed and 
the stream dashed against the house but could not carry it off because 
the house had been well built.  

49 But the one who listens and does not act is like a man who built his 
house on the ground without a foundation. The flood burst against it and 
the house fell at once: and what a terrible disaster that was!” 
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LUKE 6:37-49 
Read: Jesus asks his disciples to be merciful to others, not to 

judge or condemn, but know how to forgive. Building up your 
life on the teachings of Jesus is like building a house on a rock. 
Reflect: Do you root your life on the teachings of Jesus? How 

concretely do you do that? 
Pray: Change, Lord Jesus, my life, to be rooted in the love with 

which you love us.  
Act: Review your actions and see what are at the root of them. 



Cure of the centurion’s servant 
 (Mt 8:5; Jn 4:46) 

71 When Jesus had finished teaching the people, he went to Caper-
naum. 

2 A Roman military officer lived there whose servant was very sick and 
near to death, a man very dear to him. 3 So when he heard about Jesus, 
he sent some elders of the Jews to persuade him to come and save his 
servant’s life. 4 The elders came to Jesus and begged him earnestly, say-
ing, 5 “He deserves this of you, for he loves our people and even built a 
synagogue for us.” 

6 Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the 
Roman officer sent friends to give this message, “Sir, do not trouble 
yourself, for I am not worthy to welcome you under my roof. 7 You see, 
I didn’t approach you myself. Just give the order and my servant will be 
healed. 8 For I myself, a junior officer, give orders to my soldiers and I 
say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; and to the other, ‘Come!’ and he 
comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.” 

9 On hearing these words, Jesus was filled with admiration. He turned 
and said to the people with him, “I say to you, not even in Israel have I 
found such great faith.” 10 The people sent by the captain went back to 
his house; there they found that the servant was well. 

The son of a widow restored to life 
11 A little later, Jesus went to a town called Naim. He was accompanied 

by his disciples and a great number of people. 12 As he reached the gate 
of the town, a dead man was being carried out. He was the only son of 
his mother and she was a widow; there followed a large crowd of towns-
people. 

13 On seeing her, the Lord had pity on her and said, “Don’t cry.” 14 Then 
he came up and touched the stretcher and the men who carried it 
stopped. Jesus then said, “Young man, I say to you, wake up!” 15 And 
the dead man sat up and began to speak and Jesus gave him to his 
mother. 16 A holy fear came over them all and they praised God saying, 
“A great prophet has appeared among us. God has visited his people.” 
17 This news spread throughout Judea and the surrounding places. 
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Jesus answers the messengers of John  
(Mt 11:2) 

18 John’s disciples informed him about all these things. So John called 
two of his disciples 19 and sent them to the Lord with this message, “Are 
you the one we are expecting, or should we wait for another?” 20 These 
men came to Jesus and said, “John the Baptist sent us to ask you: Are 
you the one we are to expect, or should we wait for another?” 

21 At that time, Jesus healed many people of their sicknesses and dis-
eases; he freed them from evil spirits and he gave sight to the blind. 
22 Then he answered the messengers, “Go back and tell John what you 
have seen and heard: the blind see again, the lame walk, lepers are 
made clean, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, and the poor are 
given good news. Now, listen: 23 Fortunate are those who meet me, and 
are not offended by me.” 

24 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began speaking to the 
people about John. And he said, “What did you want to see when you 
went to the desert? A reed blowing in the wind? 25 What was there to 
see? A man dressed in fine clothes? But people who wear fine clothes 
and enjoy delicate food are found in palaces. 26 What did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 For John is 
the one foretold in Scripture in these words: I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you to prepare your way. 28 No one may be found greater than 
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LUKE 7:1-17 
Read: The healing of the centurion’s servant and the resurrec-

tion of the son of the widow express the closeness that God has 
for His people, especially to the marginalized and needy. 
Reflect: If Jesus manifested the love of God by caring for the 

suffering, how do we, his disciples, express that love? 
Pray: Father, forgive me for being indifferent to the suffering 

of those around me. May your grace help me to be caring and 
compassionate to others. 
Act: Express the compassionate love of God concretely by help-

ing someone who is suffering or needing help. 



John among those born of women; but, I tell you, the least in the king-
dom of God is greater than he. 

29 All the people listening to him, even the tax collectors, had acknowl-
edged the will of God in receiving the baptism of John, 30 whereas the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, in not letting themselves be bap-
tized by him, ignored the will of God. 

31 And Jesus said, “What comparison can I use for the people? What 
are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace about 
whom their companions complain, ‘We piped you a tune and you 
wouldn’t dance; we sang funeral songs and you wouldn’t cry.’ 

33 Remember John: he didn’t eat bread or drink wine and you said, ‘He 
has an evil spirit.’ 34 Next, came the Son of Man, eating and drinking; and 
you say, ‘Look, a glutton for food and wine, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners.’ 35 But the children of Wisdom always recognize her work.” 
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LUKE 7:18-35 
Read: The message of John the Baptist is accepted by all the 

people, even by tax collectors. But religious authorities, as way-
ward children, reject it, closing themselves to all manifestations 
of God that does not conform to their expectations. 
Reflect: Are you open to see the manifestation of God’s saving 

deeds beyond your own prejudices and considerations? At pres-
ent, how is God’s saving action manifested? 
Pray: O God, may I see your saving presence in all times and 

places, and to be imbued by it. 
Act: Be aware of the signs of God’s saving presence in your 

life. Give thanks for this by sharing it with your people. 

Jesus, the woman, and the Pharisee 
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to share his meal, so he went to 

the Pharisee’s home, and as usual reclined at the table to eat. 37 And it 
happened that a woman of this town, who was known as a sinner, heard 
that he was in the Pharisee’s house. She brought an alabaster jar of per-
fume 38 and stood behind him, at his feet, weeping. She wet his feet with 
tears; she dried them with her hair; she kissed his feet and poured the 
perfume on them.  



39 The Pharisee who had invited Jesus was watching and thought, “If 
this man were a prophet, he would know what sort of person is touching 
him; isn’t this woman a sinner?”  

40 Then Jesus spoke to the Pharisee and said, “Simon, I have some-
thing to ask you.” He answered, “Speak, master.” And Jesus said, 41 “Two 
people were in debt to the same creditor. One owed him five hundred 
silver coins and the other fifty. 42 As they were unable to pay him back, 
he graciously canceled the debts of both. Now, which of them will love 
him more?” 

43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, who was forgiven more.” And 
Jesus said, “You are right.” 44 And turning toward the woman, he said to 
Simon, “Do you see this woman? 45 You gave me no water for my feet 
when I entered your house, but she has washed my feet with her tears 
and dried them with her hair. You didn’t welcome me with a kiss, but she 
has not stopped kissing my feet since she came in. 46 You provided no 
oil for my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 This is why, 
I tell you, her sins, her many sins, are forgiven, because of her great 
love. But the one who is forgiven little has little love.” 

48 Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The others 
reclining with him at the table began to wonder, “Now this man claims 
to forgive sins!” 50 But Jesus again spoke to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace!” 
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LUKE 7:36-50 
Read: Jesus has dinner at Simon’s house, the Pharisee, where 

a woman washes and kisses his feet. Simon is shocked that 
Jesus did not notice that the woman is a “sinner,” but Jesus re-
proaches the mediocrity of the Pharisee’s love, and praises the 
generosity of love of the sinner: “She has been forgiven many 
sins, for she showed a great love.” 
Reflect: A superficial commitment to Jesus and his teach-

ings—like the one of the Pharisee—is not enough. Jesus wants 
deep commitments: of heart, conversion, gratitude, and com-
passion, as the one shown by the woman. 
Pray: Lord Jesus, transform our lives by the power of your love, 

that we may love others as you love us. 
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Act: As the woman of this passage, adhere strongly to the love 
of Jesus. Wash his feet by doing a gesture of love with some-
body. 

The women who followed Jesus 

81 Jesus walked through towns and countryside, preaching and giving 
the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve followed him, 

2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and diseases: 
Mary called Magdalene, who had been freed of seven demons; 3 Joanna, 
wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward; Suzanna; and others who provided for 
them out of their own funds. 

The parable of the sower 
(Mk 4:1; Mt 13:1) 

4 As a great crowd gathered and people came to him from every town, 
Jesus began teaching them with a story: 5 “The sower went out to sow 
the seed. And as he sowed, some of the seed fell along the way was 
trodden on, and the birds of the sky ate it up. 6 Some seed fell on rocky 
ground, and no sooner had it come up than it withered because it had 
no water. 7 Some seed fell among thorns; the thorns grew up with the 
seed and choked it. 8 But some seed fell on good soil and grew, produc-
ing fruit a hundred times as much!” And Jesus cried out, “Listen then, if 
you have ears to hear!” 

9 The disciples asked him, “What does this story mean?” 10 And Jesus 
answered, “To you, it has been given to know the mystery of the king-
dom of God. But to others, it is given in the form of stories, or parables, 
so that, seeing, they may not perceive; and hearing, they may not un-
derstand.  

11 Now, this is the point of the parable: 
The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the wayside are people 

who hear it; but immediately, the devil comes and takes the word from 
their minds, for he doesn’t want them to believe and be saved. 13 Those 
on the rocky ground are people who receive the word with joy, but they 
have no root; they believe for a while and give way in time of trial. 
14 Among the thorns are people who hear the word, but as they go their 
way, they are choked by worries, riches, and the pleasures of life; they 



bring no fruit to maturity. 15 The good soil, instead, are people who re-
ceive the word and keep it, in a gentle and generous mind and, perse-
vering patiently, they bear fruit. 

16 No one, after lighting a lamp, covers it with a bowl or puts it under 
the bed; rather, he puts it on a lampstand so that people coming in may 
see the light. 17 In the same way, there is nothing hidden that shall not 
be uncovered; nothing kept secret that shall not be known clearly. 
18 Now, pay attention and listen well, for whoever produces, will be given 
more; but from those who do not produce, even what they seem to have 
will be taken away from them.” 

Jesus’ mother and brothers 
(Mk 3:31; Mt 12:46) 

19 Then his mother and his relatives came to him but they could not 
get to him because of the crowd. 20 Someone told him, “Your mother and 
your brothers are standing outside and wish to meet you.” 21 Then Jesus 
answered, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and do it.” 
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LUKE 8:1-21 
Read: Jesus, along with some disciples, men and women, goes 

through the region successfully preaching the Gospel. The para-
ble suggests several kinds of responses to the Word of God. The 
seed that falls on fertile soil produces a hundredfold. 
Reflect: As you look at your life, can you identify times when 

you have been like each of the soils in the parable receiving 
and responding to God? 
Pray: Grant me, Lord Jesus, the grace to receive your Word. 

May it produce much fruit in my life and in the life of others. 
Act: Set aside time in your daily life to listening and meditat-

ing on the Word of God. 

Jesus calms the storm 
(Mk 4:35; Mt 8:23) 

22 One day, Jesus got into a boat with his disciples and said to them, 
“Let us go across to the other side of the lake.” 23 So they set out, and 



as they sailed he fell asleep. Suddenly, a storm came down on the lake 
and the boat began to fill with water; and they were in danger. 24 The dis-
ciples then went to Jesus to wake him saying, “Master! Master! We are 
sinking!” Jesus woke up. He rebuked the wind and the rolling waves; the 
storm subsided, and all was quiet. 

25 Then Jesus said to them, “Where is your faith?” They had been 
afraid; now they were astonished and said to one another, “Who can this 
be? See, he commands even the wind and the sea and they obey him!” 

The possessed man and the pigs  
(Mk 5:1; Mt 8:28) 

26 And they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is across the 
lake from Galilee. 27 As Jesus stepped ashore, a man from the town ap-
proached him. This man was possessed by demons and for a long time 
he had not worn any clothes. He would not live in a house but stayed 
among the tombstones. 28 When he came nearer to Jesus, he screamed 
and threw himself on the ground before him; and then he shouted, “What 
do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do 
not torment me,” 29 for Jesus had ordered the evil spirit to leave the man.  

This spirit had seized him many times when he had been bound with 
ropes and chains and kept under control. He would then suddenly break 
the chains and be driven by the evil spirit into wild places. 

When Jesus asked him, 30 “What is your name?” the man said, “I am 
Legion,” because many demons had entered into him. 31 And they 
begged Jesus not to command them to go into the bottomless pit. 
32 Nearby on the hillside, a great herd of pigs was feeding; so the demons 
asked to be allowed to enter the pigs and Jesus gave them permission. 
33 The demons then left the man and entered the pigs and the herd 
rushed down the hillside into the lake and was drowned. 

34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and reported 
it in the town and in the countryside. 35 Then people went out to see what 
had happened and came to Jesus. There they saw the man from whom 
the demons had been driven out. He was clothed and in his right mind 
and was sitting at the feet of Jesus. They were afraid. 36 Then people 
who had seen it told them how the man had been healed; 37 and all this 
crowd from the Gerasene country asked Jesus to depart from them, for 
a great fear took hold of them. So Jesus got into the boat to return. 
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38 It was then that the man freed of the demons asked Jesus if he could 
stay with him. 39 But Jesus sent him on his way; “Go back to your family 
and tell them how much God has done for you.” So the man went away, 
proclaiming through the whole town how much Jesus had done for him. 
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LUKE 8:22-39 
Read: Jesus calms a storm and rebukes the disciple’s unbelief. 

They are astonished to see his power over nature. Closer to home, 
Jesus frees a man possessed by a “legion” of demons. His power 
scares locals, and although the liberated man wants to follow 
him, Jesus tells him to announce what God has done for him. 
Reflect: Do you trust in the saving power of God? Do you think 

there may be some sin that God cannot forgive? What kind of 
sin? Why? 
Pray: Thanks, Lord Jesus, for the gifts of faith and forgiveness. 

May the Spirit help us in moments of doubt and confusion. May 
we be able to tell “to our people” what God does for us. 
Act: Tell your companions any situation where you experienced 

God’s saving action. Promote faith in them. 

A woman is healed and a child, raised to life 
(Mk 5:21; Mt 9:18) 

40 When Jesus returned, the people welcomed him, for all had been 
waiting for him. 41 At that time, a man named Jairus, an official of the 
synagogue, threw himself at Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his 
house 42 because his only daughter, about twelve years old, was dying. 

As Jesus was on his way the crowd pressed from every side. 43 There 
was a woman who had suffered from a bleeding for twelve years. This 
woman had spent everything she had on doctors, but none of them had 
been able to cure her. 44 Now, she came up behind Jesus and touched 
the fringe of his cloak and her bleeding stopped at once. 45 Jesus said, 
“Who touched me?” Everyone denied it; and Peter said, “Master, the 
crowd is pushing all around you.” 46 But Jesus insisted, “Someone 
touched me, for I felt power go out from me.” 

47 The woman knew she had been discovered. She came trembling 
and knelt before Jesus. Then she openly confessed why she had touched 



him and how she had been instantly cured. 48 And Jesus said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 

49 While Jesus was still speaking, a messenger arrived from the offi-
cial’s home to tell him, “Your daughter has just died; don’t trouble the 
master any further.” 50 But Jesus heard the news, and said to the official, 
“Do not fear, only believe.” 

51 When he entered the house, Jesus allowed no one to follow him, ex-
cept Peter, James, and John, with the father and mother of the child. 
52 As all the people were weeping and wailing loudly, Jesus said to them, 
“Do not weep, she is not dead but asleep.” 53  And they laughed at him, 
knowing that she was dead. 54 As for Jesus, he took the child by the hand 
and said to her, “Child, wake up!” 55 And her spirit returned and she got 
up at once; then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56 The 
parents were amazed, but Jesus ordered them not to let anyone know 
what had happened.  
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LUKE 8:40-56 
Read: Luke highlights the faith and courage of those who come 

to Jesus. Jairus, who is not afraid of what people will say be-
cause he is the chief of the synagogue, pleads for his daughter. 
Similarly, the woman suffering from hemorrhages does not fear 
being discovered and punished for being impure comes to touch 
Jesus’ cloak. Both get what they expect. 
Reflect: Do you think that we, Christians of today, are daring 

to express our faith? Why? Does the saving action of God have 
limits? Can you see God acting it in other denominations and 
religions, and even in the activity of those who do not believe 
in God? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, increase our faith. May we bear witness of 

your saving presence in the world. 
Act: Share in your community what in your time of prayer the 

Holy Spirit has inspired you about faith. 
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Jesus sends the Twelve on a mission 
(Mt 10:5; Mk 6:7) 

91 Then Jesus called his Twelve disciples and gave them power and 
authority to drive out all evil spirits and to heal diseases. 2 And he 

sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He in-
structed them, “Don’t take anything for the journey, neither staff, nor 
bag, nor bread, nor money; and don’t even take a spare tunic. 4 What-
ever house you enter, remain there until you leave that place. 5 And 
wherever they don’t welcome you, leave the town and shake the dust 
from your feet: it will be as a testimony against them.” 

6 So they set out and went through the villages, proclaiming the good 
news and healing people everywhere. 

7 King Herod heard of all this and did not know what to think, for peo-
ple said, “This is John, raised from the dead.” 8 Others believed that Eli-
jah, or one of the ancient prophets, had come back to life. 9 As for Herod, 
he said, “I had John beheaded. Who is this man, about whom I hear such 
wonders?” And he was anxious to see him. 

10 On their return, the apostles told Jesus everything they had done. 
Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town 
called Bethsaida. 11 But the crowd heard of this and caught up with him. 
So he welcomed them and began speaking about the kingdom of God, 
curing those who needed healing. 

The miracle of the loaves 
(Mk 6:30; Mt 14:13; Jn 6:1) 

12 The day was drawing to a close, and the Twelve drew near to tell him, 
“Send the crowd away and let them go into the villages and farms 
around to find lodging and food, for we are here in a lonely place.” 13 But 
Jesus replied, “You, yourselves, give them something to eat.” They an-
swered, “We have only five loaves and two fish. Do you want us to go 
and buy food for all this crowd?” 14 for there were about five thousand men. 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Make them sit down in groups of fifty.” 

15 So they made all of them sit down. 16 Jesus then took the five loaves 
and two fish and, raising his eyes to heaven, pronounced a blessing over 
them; he broke them and gave them to the disciples to distribute to the 
crowd. 17 They ate and everyone had enough; and when they gathered 
up what was left, twelve baskets were filled with broken pieces. 



LUKE 9:1-17 
Read: Jesus sends the Twelve to proclaim by word and deed 

the kingdom of God, and this perplexes Herod. When the Twelve 
return, a crowd follows them. By nightfall, they are in a deserted 
place and Jesus feeds the multitude miraculously. 
Reflect: Do you feel called to proclaim the kingdom of God? 

How do you announce it? Do you trust in the generosity of God 
and people? Do you consider possible the miracle of “sharing” 
the bread in our present circumstances? 
Pray: Thanks, Lord Jesus, for sharing your mission and provide 

us with food that generates life. 
Act: Work with institutions seeking to eradicate hunger and 

poverty. Make a donation according to your means. 
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Peter’s profession of faith 
(Mk 8:27; Mt 16:18) 

18 One day, when Jesus was praying alone, not far from his disciples, 
he asked them, “What do people say about me?” 19 And they answered, 
“Some say that you are John the Baptist; others say that you are Elijah, 
and still others, that you are one of the prophets of old, risen from the 
dead.” Again Jesus asked them, 20 “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered, “The Messiah of God.” 21 Then Jesus spoke to them giving 
them strict orders not to tell this to anyone. 

22 And he added, “The Son of Man must suffer many things. He will be 
rejected by the elders and chief priests and teachers of the law and be 
put to death. Then after three days, he will be raised to life.” 

23 Jesus also said to all the people, “If you wish to be a follower of 
mine, deny yourself and take up your cross each day and follow me! 
24 For if you choose to save your life, you will lose it; but if you lose your 
life for my sake, you will save it. 25 What does it profit you to gain the 
whole world if you destroy or damage yourself? 26 If someone feels 
ashamed of me and of my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of 
him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of his Father with his 
holy angels. 27 Truly, I say to you, there are some here who will not taste 
death before they see the kingdom of God.” 



The transfiguration 
(Mk 9:2; Mt 17:1; Jn 12:28) 

28 About eight days after Jesus had said all this, he took Peter, John, 
and James, and went up the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was pray-
ing, the aspect of his face was changed and his clothing became dazzling 
white. 30 Two men were talking with Jesus: Moses and Elijah. 31 Appear-
ing in the glory of heaven, Moses and Elijah spoke to Jesus about his 
departure from this life, which was to take place in Jerusalem. 

32 Peter and his companions had fallen asleep but they awoke suddenly 
and they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As Moses 
and Elijah were about to leave, Peter—not knowing what to say—said 
to Jesus, “Master, how good it is for us to be here! Let us make three 
tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 34 And no sooner 
had he spoken, than a cloud appeared and covered them; and the dis-
ciples were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 Then these words came 
from the cloud, “This is my Son, my Beloved, listen to him.” 36 And after 
the voice had spoken, Jesus was there alone. 

The disciples kept this to themselves at the time, telling no one of any-
thing they had seen. 
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LUKE 9:18-36 
Read: Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 

Peter recognizes him as the Messiah and then he speaks about 
the requirements to follow him. Subsequently, Jesus takes Peter, 
James, and John up to the mountain to pray. There, they listen: 
“This is my chosen Son; listen to him.” 
Reflect: Who is Jesus for you? Are you willing to accept the 

conditions to follow him? How do you hear the voice inside you 
saying, “This is my chosen Son, listen to him”? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, help my life may bear witness that you are 

the Messiah, that I may proclaim your Gospel, announcing and 
building the kingdom of God. 
Act: Participate in activities in your parish that promote Chris-

tian formation. Share the faith with your people, tell them what 
Jesus means to you. 
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The epileptic demoniac 
(Mk 9:14; Mt 17:14) 

37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large 
crowd met Jesus. 38 A man among them called out, “Master, I beg you 
to look at my son, my only child. 39 When the evil spirit seizes him, he 
suddenly screams. The spirit throws him into a fit and he foams at the 
mouth; it scarcely ever leaves him after wearing him out. 40 I begged 
your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.” 

41 Jesus answered, “You faithless people! How disoriented you are! 
How long must I be with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.” 
42 And while the boy was being brought, the demon beat him to the 
ground and threw him into a fit. But Jesus spoke sharply to the evil spirit, 
healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And all who saw it 
were astonished at God’s wonderful work. 

 
(Mk 9:30) 

But while all were amazed at everything Jesus did, he said to his dis-
ciples, 44 “Listen, and remember what I tell you now: The Son of Man will 
be betrayed into the hands of men.” 45 But the disciples didn’t understand 
this saying; something prevented them from grasping what he meant 
and they were afraid to ask him about it. 

Who is the greatest? 
46 One day, the disciples were arguing about which of them was the 

most important. 47 But Jesus knew their thoughts, so he took a little child 
and stood him by his side. 48 Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes 
this little child in my name, welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me, 
welcomes the one who sent me. And listen: the one who is found to be 
the least among you all is the one who is the greatest.” 

49 Then John spoke up, “Master, we saw someone who drives out 
demons by calling upon your name and we tried to forbid him because 
he doesn’t follow you with us.” 50 But Jesus said, “Don’t forbid him. He 
who is not against you is for you.” 

LUKE 9:37-50 
Read: Jesus exorcizes a boy. He announces a second time his 

passion, but his disciples still do not understand and even argue 



Jesus unwelcome in a Samaritan village 
51 As the time drew near when Jesus would be taken up to heaven, 

he made up his mind to go to Jerusalem. 52 He sent ahead of him some 
messengers who entered a Samaritan village to prepare a lodging for 
him. 53 But the people would not receive him because he was on his 
way to Jerusalem. 54 Seeing this, James and John, his disciples, said, 
“Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to reduce them to 
ashes?” 55 Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56 and they went on to an-
other village. 

The cost of following Jesus 
(Mt 8:19) 

57 As they went on their way, a man said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” 58 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and the 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 

59 To another, Jesus said, “Follow me!” But he answered, “Let me go 
back now, for first, I want to bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their dead; as for you, leave them and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.” 

61 Another said to him, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say 
goodbye to my family.” 62 And Jesus said to him, “Whoever has put 
his hand to the plow and looks back, is not fit for the kingdom of 
God.” 
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over who is the most important. Jesus corrects and teaches 
them: “Whoever is not against you is with you.” 
Reflect: Do you feel possessed by any concern, worry or dis-

tress? Have you asked Jesus for help? What should be the great-
est desire of a Christian: service or fame? Do you think that 
God’s action in your life has no limits? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, deliver me from all that binds and prevents 

me from following you with love and freedom. May I serve al-
ways and everywhere. 
Act: Today try to see the presence of God in all things and 

thank Him by serving others. 
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LUKE 9:51-62 
Read: Jesus goes to Jerusalem and sends his disciples to pre-

pare the way for him in a Samaritan village, but they are re-
jected. Jesus talks about the risks and dangers involved in 
following him. 
Reflect: For you, what is the hardest thing about following 

Jesus? Is it achievable? Yes? No? Why? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, I ask you for strength to face the challenges 

of each day that your follow-up demands from me. I trust in 
your Word and in your presence. 
Act: What is the most difficult commitment you are taking on 

this day? Do your best.  

Jesus sends out the seventy-two 
(Mt 10:5; Mk 6:7) 

101 After this, the Lord appointed seventy-two other disciples and 
sent them, two by two, ahead of him to every town and place 

where he himself was to go. 2  And he said to them, “The harvest is plen-
tiful, but the workers are few. So you must ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send workers to his harvest. 3 Courage! I am sending you like lambs 
among wolves. 4 Set off without purse or bag or sandals, and do not stop 
at the homes of those you know. 

5 Whatever house you enter, first bless them, saying, ‘Peace to this 
house!’ 6 If a friend of peace lives there, the peace shall rest upon that 
person. But if not, the blessing will return to you. 7 Stay in that house, 
eating and drinking at their table, for the worker deserves to be paid. Do 
not move from house to house. 

8 When they welcome you to any town, eat what they offer you. 9  Heal 
the sick who are there and say to them: ‘The kingdom of God has drawn 
near to you.’  

10 But in any town where you are not welcome, go to the marketplace 
and proclaim: 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off and leave with you. But know for a certainty that the kingdom 
of God has drawn near to you.’ 12 I tell you, that on the Day of Judgment 
it will be better for Sodom than for this town. 



13 Alas for you, Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida! So many miracles 
have been worked in you! If the same miracles had been performed in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would already be sitting in ashes and wearing the 
sackcloth of repentance. 14 Surely for Tyre and Sidon, it will be better on 
the Day of Judgment than for you. 15 And what of you, city of Caper-
naum? Will you be lifted up to heaven? You will be thrown down to the 
place of the dead. 

16 Whoever listens to you listens to me and whoever rejects you rejects 
me, and he who rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 

Jesus gives thanks to the Father  
(Mt 11:25) 

17 The seventy-two disciples returned full of joy. They said, “Lord, even 
the demons obeyed us when we called on your name.” 18 Then Jesus 
replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 You see, I have 
given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to over-
come all the power of the Enemy so that nothing will harm you. 20 Nev-
ertheless, don’t rejoice because the evil spirits submit to you; rejoice, 
rather, that your names are written in heaven.” 

21 At that time, Jesus was filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit and said, 
“I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have hidden 
these things from the wise and learned and made them known to little 
ones. 22 Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. I have been given 
all things by my Father so that no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and he to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.” 

23 Then Jesus turned to his disciples and said to them privately, “For-
tunate are you to see what you see, 24 for I tell you that many prophets 
and kings would have liked to see what you see, but did not see it; and 
to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.” 
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LUKE 10:1-24 
Read: Jesus appoints seventy-two disciples to prepare the way 

for him. They must travel without belongings and their mission 
is the proclamation of the kingdom. Upon their return, Jesus 
gives thanks to God because he reveals himself to the humble 
and simple. 
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The good Samaritan 
(Mt 22:34; Mk 12:28) 

25 Then a teacher of the law came and began putting Jesus to the test. 
And he said, “Master, what shall I do to receive eternal life?” 26 Jesus 
replied, “What is written in the law? How do you understand it?” 27 The 
man answered, “It is written: You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your 
mind. And you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 28 Jesus replied, 
“What a good answer! Do this and you shall live.” 29 The man wanted to 
justify his question, so he asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 

30 Jesus then said, “There was a man going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat 
him and went off, leaving him half-dead. 

31 It happened that a priest was going along that road and saw the man, 
but passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise, a Levite saw the man and 
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan also was going that way, 
and when he came upon the man he was moved with compassion. 34 He 
went over to him and cleaned his wounds with oil and wine and wrapped 
them in bandages. Then he put him on his own mount and brought him 
to an inn, where he took care of him.  

35 The next day, he had to set off; but he gave two silver coins to the 
innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him and whatever you spend on him, 
I will repay when I return.’” 

36 Jesus then asked, “Which of these three, do you think, made himself 
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37 The teacher 
of the law answered, “The one who had mercy on him.” And Jesus said, 
“Then go and do the same.” 

Reflect: How do you prepare the way of the Lord? How? Can 
you contemplate the liberating action of God in the simple and 
humble? 
Pray: Here I am, Lord Jesus. May my life always announce your 

good news, your Gospel: the kingdom of God. 
Act: Collaborate in an initiative of your parish or diocese that 

promotes missionary action. 



Martha and Mary 
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he entered a village 

and a woman called Martha welcomed him to her house. 39 She had a 
sister named Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet to listen to his words. 
40 Martha, meanwhile, was busy with all the serving and finally, she said, 
“Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do all the work? Tell 
her to help me!” 

41 But the Lord answered, “Martha, Martha, you worry and are troubled 
about many things 42 whereas only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen 
the better part and it will not be taken away from her.” 
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LUKE 10:25-42 
Read: Before the question “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus tells 

the parable of the Good Samaritan and urges us to follow his 
example. 
Reflect: Do you feel you are a member of a single family: the 

human family? Can you contemplate the face of God in the face 
of the suffering brother or sister? What prevents you from being 
like the Good Samaritan? 
Pray: I ask you, Lord, to transform my life. May I follow your 

example of love, and be able to love all human beings as you 
love me. 
Act: Pray for someone in need, go and offer your support. 

Lord, teach us to pray 
(Mt 6:9; 7:7) 

111 One day, Jesus was praying in a certain place; and when he had 
finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, 

as John also taught his disciples.” 2 And Jesus said to them, “When you 
pray, say this: 

Father, may your name be held holy, 
may your kingdom come; 
3 give us, each day, the kind of bread we need, 
4 and forgive us our sins; for we also forgive all who do us wrong; 
and do not bring us to the test.” 
5 Jesus said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to 



his house in the middle of the night and says, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves, 6 for a friend of mine who is traveling has just arrived, and I have 
nothing to offer him.’ 7 Maybe your friend will answer from inside, ‘Don’t 
bother me now; the door is locked, and my children and I are in bed, so 
I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 But I tell you, even though he will 
not get up and attend to you because you are a friend, yet he will get up 
because you are a bother to him, and he will give you all you need. 

9 And so I say to you, ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For the one who asks re-
ceives, and the one who searches finds, and to him who knocks the door 
will be opened. 

11 If your child asks for a fish, will you give him a snake instead? 12 And 
if your child asks for an egg, will you give him a scorpion? 13 If you sinful 
people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” 
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LUKE 11:1-13 
Read: Jesus teaches his disciples to pray the Our Father. Then 

he illustrates with a parable the persistence with which his dis-
ciples should beg God. The promptness of the divine response. 
Reflect: Prayer is important in Christian following. Do you 

spend a few moments of your daily life praying with God? 
Pray: O God, thank you for your love, which makes us your 

children. May the consolation and confidence I receive from you 
in prayer enable me to share your love with everyone who ap-
proaches me. 
Act: Reserve a time from your daily life for personal prayer. 

Jesus and Beelzebul 
(Mk 3:22; Mt 12:23; Mk 4:21; 9:40) 

14 One day, Jesus was driving out a demon, which was mute. When 
the demon had been driven out, the mute person could speak and the 
people were amazed. 15 Yet some of them said, “He drives out demons 
by the power of Beelzebul, the chief of the demons.” 16 Others wanted to 
put him to the test by asking him for a heavenly sign. 

17 But Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every nation 



divided by civil war is on the road to ruin and will fall. 18 If Satan also is 
divided, his empire is coming to an end. How can you say that I drive 
out demons by calling upon Beelzebul? 19 If I drive them out by Beelze-
bul, by whom do your sons drive out demons? They will be your judges, 
then. 

20 But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, would not this mean 
that the kingdom of God has come upon you? 21 As long as a man, 
strong and well armed, guards his house, his goods are safe. 22 But when 
a stronger man attack and overcomes him, the challenger takes away 
all the weapons he relied on and disposes of his spoils.  

23 Whoever is not with me is against me and whoever does not gather 
with me, scatters. 

24 When the evil spirit goes out of a person, it wanders through dry 
lands looking for a resting place; and finding none, it says, ‘I will return 
to my house from which I came.’ 25 When it comes, it finds the house 
swept and everything in order. 26 Then it goes to fetch seven other spirits 
even worse than itself. They move in and settle there so that the last 
state of that person is worse than the first.” 

27 As Jesus was speaking, a woman spoke from the crowd and said to him, 
“Blessed is the one who gave you birth and nursed you!” 28 Jesus replied, 
“Truly blessed are those who hear the word of God, and keep it as well.” 

29 As the crowd increased, Jesus spoke the following words: “People 
of the present time are troubled people. They ask for a sign, but no sign 
will be given to them except the sign of Jonah. 30 As Jonah became a 
sign for the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be a sign for this 
generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise up on Judgment Day 
with the people of these times and accuse them, for she came from the 
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon and here there is 
greater than Solomon. 32 The people of Nineveh will rise up on Judg-
ment Day with the people of these times and accuse them, for Jonah’s 
preaching made them turn from their sins and here there is greater than 
Jonah. 

33 You do not light a lamp to hide it; rather, you put it on a lampstand, 
so that people coming in may see the light.  

34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. If your eye sees clearly, your 
whole person benefits from the light; but if your eyesight is poor, your 
whole person is without light. 35 So be careful, lest the light inside you 
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become darkness. 36 If your whole person receives the light, having no 
part that is dark, you will become light, as when a lamp shines on you.” 

Woe to you, Pharisees! 
(Mt 23:13) 

37 As Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to have a meal with 
him. So he went and sat at table. 38 The Pharisee then wondered why 
Jesus did not first wash his hands before dinner. 39 But the Lord said to 
him, “So then, you Pharisees, you clean the outside of the cup and the 
dish, but inside yourselves you are full of greed and evil. 40 Fools! He 
who made the outside also made the inside. 41 But according to you, by 
the mere giving of alms everything is made clean. 

42 A curse is on you, Pharisees! To the temple you give a tenth of all, in-
cluding mint and rue and other herbs, but you neglect justice and the love 
of God. These ought to be practiced, without neglecting the other obliga-
tions. 43 A curse is on you, Pharisees, for you love the best seats in the 
synagogues and to be greeted in the marketplace. 44 A curse is on you, 
for you are like tombstones of the dead which can hardly be seen; people 
don’t notice them and make themselves unclean by stepping on them.” 

45 Then a teacher of the law spoke up and said, “Master, when you 
speak like this, you insult us too.” 46 And Jesus answered, “A curse is 
on you also, teachers of the law. For you prepare unbearable burdens 
and load them on the people, while you yourselves do not move a finger 
to help them. 47 A curse is on you, for you build monuments to the 
prophets your ancestors killed. 48 So you approve and agree with what 
your ancestors did. Is it not so? They got rid of the prophets, and you 
build monuments to them! 

49 For that reason, the wisdom of God also said: I will send prophets 
and apostles and these people will kill and persecute some of them. 
50 But the present generation will have to answer for the blood of all the 
prophets that has been shed since the foundation of the world, 51 from 
the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was murdered between 
the altar and the Sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, the people of this time will 
have to answer for them all. 

52 A curse is on you, teachers of the law, for you have taken the key of 
knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you prevented others 
from entering.” 
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53 As Jesus left that place, the teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
began to harass him, 54 asking him endless questions, setting traps to 
catch him in something he might say. 
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LUKE 11:14-54 
Read: Jesus exorcizes demons and his adversaries accuse him 

of being a demon himself. Jesus fights back: his power is the 
manifestation of the presence of the kingdom of God. Those 
honestly looking for God will see his power in Jesus’ actions, 
even if they contradict their preconceived expectations. 
Reflect: What does all this suggest? Is it difficult to distin-

guish a good action from a bad one? Do Christians repeat the 
same attitudes that Jesus reproaches the Pharisees and doctors 
of the law? 
Pray: My incessant supplication, Lord, is this: “In you I trust. 

Deliver me from evil.” 
Act: Be alert to the saving manifestations of God that occur 

in your day to day. Do not close your eyes before them; give 
thanks to God for this and promote them in your family envi-
ronment. 

Open and fearless speech 
(Mk 3:28; Mt 10:19; 12:31; Mk 8:38) 

121 Meanwhile, such a numerous crowd had gathered that they 
crushed one another. Then Jesus spoke to his disciples in this 

way, 
“Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is 

covered that will not be uncovered; or hidden, that will not be made 
known. 3 Whatever you have said in the darkness will be heard in the 
light, and what you have whispered in hidden places, will be proclaimed 
from housetops. 

4 I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who put to death the body 
and, after that, can do no more. 5 But I will tell you whom to fear: Fear 
the one who, after killing you, is able to throw you into hell. This one 
you must fear. 6 Don’t you buy five sparrows for two pennies? Yet not 
one of them has been forgotten by God. 7 Even the hairs of your head 



LUKE 12:1-12 
Read: Jesus warns his disciples of hypocrisy, urges them to be 

sincere and courageous in proclaiming the Gospel. 
Reflect: What are the biggest difficulties in proclaiming the 

Gospel day after day? What difficulty, in particular, do you ex-
perience? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, may your Spirit accompany us at all times, 

to confess with courage the faith we profess. 
Act: May your life bear witness to the faith of Jesus in wel-

coming and serving others. 

have been numbered. Don’t be afraid! Are you less worthy in the eyes 
of God than many sparrows? 

8 I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before people, the Son of Man 
will also acknowledge before the angels of God. 9 But the one who denies 
me before others will be denied before the angels of God. 

10 There will be pardon for the one who criticizes the Son of Man, but 
there will be no pardon for the one who slanders the Holy Spirit. 

11 When you are brought before the synagogues, and before governors 
and rulers, don’t worry about how you will defend yourself, or what to 
say; 12  for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you have to 
say.” 
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The rich fool 
13 Someone in the crowd spoke to Jesus, “Master, tell my brother to 

share with me the family inheritance.” 14 He replied, “My friend, who has 
appointed me as your judge or your attorney?” 15 Then Jesus said to the 
people, “Be on your guard and avoid every kind of greed, for even 
though you have many possessions, it is not that which gives you life.” 

16 And Jesus continued, “There was a rich man and his land had pro-
duced a good harvest. 17 He thought, ‘What shall I do, for I am short of 
room to store my harvest? 18 Alright, I know what I shall do: I will pull 
down my barns and I will build bigger ones to store all this grain, which 
is my wealth. 19 Then I will say to myself: My friend, you have a lot of 
good things put by for many years. Rest, eat, drink and enjoy yourself.’ 
20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be taken 



from you. Tell me, who shall get all you have put aside?’ 21 This is the 
lot of the one who stores up riches for himself and is not wealthy in the 
eyes of God.”  

Do not worry! 
(Mt 6:25) 

22 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you not to worry about your 
life: What are we to eat? Or about your body: What are we to wear? 23 For 
life is more than food and the body more than clothing. 24 Look at the 
crows: they neither sow nor reap; they have no storehouses and no 
barns, yet God feeds them. In so much, truly, are you different from 
birds! 25 Which of you, for all your worrying, can add a moment to your 
span of life? 26 And if you are not able to control such a small thing, why 
do you worry about the rest? 

27 Look at the wildflowers: they do not spin or weave; but I tell you, 
even Solomon with all his wealth was not clothed as one of these flowers. 
28 If God so clothes the grass in the fields, which is alive today and to-
morrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, peo-
ple of little faith. 

29 Do not set your heart on what you are to eat and drink; stop worry-
ing! 30 Let all the nations of the world run after these things; your Father 
knows that you need them. 31 Seek, rather, his kingdom, and these things 
will be given to you as well. 

32 Do not be afraid, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give 
you the kingdom. 33 Sell what you have and give alms. Get yourselves 
purses that do not wear out, and an inexhaustible treasure in the heav-
ens, where no thief comes and no moth destroys. 34 For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
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LUKE 12:13-34 
Read: Jesus exhorts his disciples to trust in God, to seek above 

all His kingdom, which others will receive in addition. 
Reflect: Life is a free gift from God. An opportunity to be 

happy and to make others happy. There is no point worrying 
about riches. A Christian must first seek the kingdom of God. 
Pray: Lord Jesus, save me from the foolishness of striving for 

riches rather than for your kingdom and justice. 
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Be ready 
(Mk 13:33; Mt 24:43; 6:19) 

35 Be ready, dressed for service, and keep your lamps lit 36 like people 
waiting for their master to return from the wedding. As soon as he comes 
and knocks, they will open the door to him. 37 Happy are those servants 
whom the master finds wide-awake when he comes. 38 Truly, I tell you, 
he will put on an apron and have them sit at table and he will wait on 
them. Happy are those servants if he finds them awake when he comes 
at midnight or daybreak! 

39 Pay attention to this: If the master of the house had known at what 
time the thief would come, he would not have let his house be broken 
into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man will come at an hour 
you do not expect.” 

41 Peter said, “Lord, did you tell this parable only for us, or for every-
one?” 42 And the Lord replied, “Imagine, then, the wise and faithful stew-
ard, whom the master sets over his other servants to give them wheat 
at the proper time. 43 Fortunate is this servant if his master, on coming 
home, finds him doing his work. 44 Truly, I say to you, the master will put 
him in charge of all his property. 

45 But it may be that the steward thinks, ‘My Lord delays in coming,’ 
and he begins to abuse the male servants and the servant girls, eating 
and drinking and getting drunk. 46 Then the master will come on a day 
he does not expect and at an hour he doesn’t know. He will cut him off 
and send him to the same fate as the unfaithful. 

47 The servant who knew his master’s will, but did not prepare and do 
what his master wanted, will be soundly beaten; 48 but the one who does 
unconsciously what deserves punishment, shall receive fewer blows. 
Much will be required of the one who has been given much and more 
will be asked of the one who has been entrusted with more.  

 
(Mt 10:34; 5:25; 16:2) 

49 I have come to bring fire upon the earth and how I wish it were 

Act: Mentally review all your daily worries and trust them to 
the teaching of the Gospel. Thank God for the good in life and 
ask God for help to remedy the bad. 



already kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo and what anguish I 
feel until it is finished! 

51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division. 52 From now on, in one house five will be divided: 
three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided father 
against son and son against father; mother against daughter and daugh-
ter against mother; mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”  

54 Jesus said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
you say at once, ‘A shower is coming’; and so it happens. 55 And when 
the wind blows from the south, you say, ‘It will be hot’; and so it is. 56 You 
superficial people! You understand the signs of the earth and the sky, 
but you don’t understand the present times. 57 And why do you not judge 
for yourselves what is fit? 58 When you go with your accuser before the 
court, try to settle the case on the way, lest he drags you before the judge 
and the judge deliver you to the jailer and the jailer throw you into prison. 
59 I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the very last penny.” 
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LUKE 12:35-59 
Read: After warning his disciples about undue desire for riches, 

Jesus now calls them to wait for upon his return, be attentive 
to his presence, and ready to answer his call. 
Reflect: Do you consider yourself ready for a definitive en-

counter with the Lord? If not, what would it be missing? 
How should we prepare Christians for the encounter with the 
Lord? 
Pray: O God, grant me the grace to perceive death as a close 

encounter with you, and not as a moment of judgment and pun-
ishment. May your Spirit help me to always be ready for meeting 
you. 
Act: Spend more time on those things and situations that help 

you be prepared for your final encounter with the Lord. 

The fig tree without fruit 

131 One day, some people told Jesus what had occurred in the tem-
ple: Pilate had had Galileans killed and their blood mingled with 



the blood of their sacrifices. 2 Jesus asked them, “Do you think that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans because they suf-
fered this? 3 No, I tell you. But unless you change your ways, you will all 
perish as they did. 

4 And those eighteen persons in Siloah, who were crushed when the 
tower fell, do you think they were more guilty than all the others in 
Jerusalem? 5 I tell you: no. But unless you change your ways, you will 
all perish, as they did.” 

6 And Jesus continued, “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, 
and he came looking for fruit on it but found none. 7 Then he said to the 
gardener, ‘Look here, for three years now I have been looking for figs on 
this tree and I have found none. Cut it down, why should it continue to 
deplete the soil?’ 8 The gardener replied, ‘Leave it one more year, so that 
I may dig around it and add some fertilizer, 9 perhaps it will bear fruit 
from now on. But if it doesn’t, you can cut it down.’” 

The healing on a Sabbath day 
10 Jesus was teaching in a synagogue on the Sabbath 11 and a crippled 

woman was there. An evil spirit had kept her bent for eighteen years so 
that she could not straighten up at all. 12 On seeing her, Jesus called her 
and said, “Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” 13 Then he laid his 
hands upon her and immediately she was made straight and praised 
God. 

14 But the ruler of the synagogue was indignant because Jesus had 
performed this healing on the Sabbath day and he said to the people, 
“There are six days in which to work. Come on those days to be healed 
and not on the Sabbath!” 

15 But the Lord replied, “You hypocrites! Every one of you unties his 
ox or his donkey on the Sabbath and leads it out of the barn to give it 
water. 16 And here you have a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan had 
bound for eighteen years. Should she not be freed from her bonds on 
the Sabbath?” 

17 When Jesus said this, all his opponents felt ashamed. But the people 
rejoiced at the many wonderful things that happened because of him. 

Two parables 
(Mt 13:31; Mk 4:30) 

18 And Jesus continued, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall 
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I compare it to? 19 Imagine a person who has taken a mustard seed and 
planted it in his garden. The seed has grown and become like a small 
tree so that the birds of the air shelter in its branches.” 

20 And Jesus said again, “What is the kingdom of God like? 21 Imagine 
a woman who has taken yeast and hidden it in three measures of flour 
until it is all leavened.” 
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LUKE 13:1-21 
Read: The exhortation to repentance (1–4) contrasts with the 

patience and mercy of God toward His people (parable of the 
fig tree without figs). God always watches over His people, even 
on the Sabbath. His liberating presence is simple but powerful 
(18-21). 
Reflect: What do you need to change in your life? Why? Do 

you trust in the mercy of God? What do the parables of the mus-
tard seed and the leaven have to do with you? 
Pray: Lord, I trust you. Transform my life according to your 

Gospel. 
Act: Promote in your family those gestures that manifest the 

saving presence of God, such as knowing how to ask for forgive-
ness and to forgive others. 

22 Jesus went through towns and villages, teaching and making his 
way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, is it true that few peo-
ple will be saved?” 

And Jesus answered, 24 “Do your best to enter by the narrow door; for 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the 
master of the house has gone inside and locked the door, you will stand 
outside. Then you will knock at the door, calling, ‘Lord, open to us!’ But 
he will say to you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 

26 Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you and you taught in our 
streets!’ 27 But he will reply, ‘I don’t know where you come from. Away 
from me, all you workers of evil.’ 

28 You will weep and grind your teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourselves 
left outside. 29 Others will sit at table in the kingdom of God, people 
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coming from east and west, from north and south. 30 Some who are 
among the last will be first, and some who are among the first will be last!” 

31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and gave him this warn-
ing, “Leave this place and go on your way, for Herod wants to kill you.” 
32 Jesus said to them, “Go and give that fox my answer: ‘I drive out 
demons and I heal today and tomorrow and on the third day I finish my 
course!’ 33 Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and 
for a little longer; for it would not be fitting for a prophet to be killed out-
side Jerusalem. 

Alas for you, Jerusalem 
34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you slay the prophets and stone those who 

are sent to you! How often have I tried to bring together your children as 
a bird gathers her young under her wings? But you refused! 35  From now 
on, you will be left with your temple. And you will no longer see me 
until the time when you will say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord!” 

LUKE 13:22-35 
Read: Jesus invites his disciples to persevere in their vocation, 

to enter through “the narrow door,” and image that reveals fol-
lowing Jesus is not easy. God wants everyone to be saved. Jesus 
laments for his people because they did not know how to accept 
his Gospel. 
Reflect: What does the expression “enter through the narrow 

door” mean in your life? Is it difficult to live the values   of the 
Gospel in our current society? Why? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, may your Spirit give me the strength to ac-

cept your Word with courage and live according to it. 
Act: Make a list of the five situations that you consider most 

difficult for a Christian in our current society. In your daily life, 
try to overcome them with the values that the Gospel proposes. 

141 One Sabbath Jesus had gone to eat a meal in the house of a 
leading Pharisee and he was carefully watched. 2 In front of him 

was a man suffering from dropsy; 3 so Jesus asked the teachers of the 



law and the Pharisees, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4 But 
no one answered. Jesus then took the man, healed him and sent him 
away. 5 And he said to them, “If your lamb or your ox falls into a well on 
a Sabbath day, who among you doesn’t hurry to pull it out?” 6 And they 
could not answer. 

The first places 
7 Jesus then told a parable to the guests, for he had noticed how they 

tried to take the places of honor. And he said, 8 “When you are invited to 
a wedding party, do not choose the best seat. It may happen that some-
one more important than you has been invited; 9 and your host, who in-
vited both of you, will come and say to you, ‘Please give this person your 
place.’ What shame is yours when you take the lowest seat! 

10 Whenever you are invited, go rather to the lowest seat so that your 
host may come and say to you, ‘Friend, you must come up higher.’ And 
this will be a great honor for you in the presence of all the other guests. 
11 For whoever makes himself out to be great will be humbled, and who-
ever humbles himself will be exalted.” 

12 Jesus also addressed the man who had invited him and said, “When 
you give a lunch or a dinner, don’t invite your friends, or your brothers 
and relatives, or your wealthy neighbors. For surely they will also invite 
you in return and you will be repaid. 13 When you give a feast, invite in-
stead the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind. 14  Fortunate are you 
then because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrec-
tion of the upright.” 
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LUKE 14:1-14 
Read: Jesus, on the Sabbath, in the midst of a meal offered 

by a Pharisee, heals a suffering person. It reveals his choice for 
life and his authority over the Sabbath (Law). Immediately after, 
he criticizes the attitude of those who strive for public recog-
nition, fame, and honor. 
Reflect: What does the following expression suggest: “When 

you give a feast, invite instead the poor, the crippled, the lame 
and the blind. Fortunate are you because they cannot repay you. 
You will be repaid at the resurrection of the upright”?  



A man once gave a feast 
(Mt 22:1) 

15 Upon hearing these words, one of those at the table said to Jesus, 
“Happy are those who eat at the banquet in the kingdom of God!” 

16 Jesus replied, “A man once gave a feast and invited many guests. 
17 When it was time for the feast, he sent his servant to tell those he had 
invited to come, for everything was ready. 18 But all alike began to make 
excuses. The first said, ‘Please excuse me. I must go and see the piece 
of land I have just bought.’ 19 Another said: ‘I am sorry, but I am on my 
way to try out the five yoke of oxen I have just bought.’ 20 Still, another 
said, ‘How can I come, when I’ve just got married?’ 

21 The servant returned alone and reported this to his master. Upon 
hearing his account, the master of the house flew into a rage and ordered 
his servant, ‘Go out quickly, into the streets and alleys of the town and 
bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’  

22 The servant reported after a while, ‘Sir, your orders have been car-
ried out, but there is still room.’ 23 The master said, ‘Go out to the high-
ways and country lanes and force people to come in to ensure that my 
house is full. 24 I tell you, none of those invited will have a morsel of my 
feast.” 

The cost of following Jesus 
(Mt 10:37) 

25 One day, when large crowds were walking along with Jesus, he 
turned and said to them, 26 “If you come to me, unwilling to sacrifice your 
love for your father and mother, your spouse and children, your brothers 
and sisters and indeed yourself, you cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever 
does not follow me carrying his own cross, cannot be my disciple. 

28 Do you build a house without first sitting down to count the cost to 
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Pray: Lord Jesus, may your Spirit help me to follow your ex-
ample of courage, humility, and generosity; always to choose to 
do good, and do not try to gain fame, but manifest your saving 
presence in the world. 
Act: Perform an act of charity with anonymity, with humility 

and generosity. This will follow the example of Jesus. 



see whether you have enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, if you have 
laid the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone will make fun 
of you: 30 ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 

31 And when a king wages war against another king, does he go to fight 
without first sitting down to consider whether his ten thousand can stand 
against the twenty thousand of his opponent? 32 And if not, while the 
other is still a long way off, he sends messengers for peace talks. 33 In 
the same way, none of you may become my disciple if he doesn’t give 
up everything he has. 

34 However good the salt may be, if the salt has lost taste you cannot 
make it salty again. 35 It is fit for neither soil nor manure. Let them throw 
it away. Listen then, if you have ears!” 
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LUKE 14:15-35 
Read: Jesus tells the parable of the wedding feast. He ex-

presses the universality and urgency of the salvation that God 
offers. Everyone must decide if they will accept or reject God’s 
invitation. Jesus speaks about the need to continually reflect 
on the willingness to be his disciple. 
Reflect: Are you willing to shape your life with the de-

mands of following Jesus? Or do you have a limit that you are 
not willing to go beyond? What does the expression suggest: 
“Whoever does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple”? 
Pray: Lord, give me what you ask from me and ask me what 

you want (St. Augustine). 
Act: Make a list of five crosses you carry as you follow Jesus. 

Do your best with them this day. 

The lost sheep 
(Mt 18:12) 

151 Meanwhile tax collectors and sinners were seeking the company 
of Jesus, all of them eager to hear what he had to say. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law frowned at this, muttering, “This 
man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So Jesus told them this 
parable: 



4 “Who among you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 
will not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and seek the lost one till 
he finds it? 5 And finding it, will he not joyfully carry it home on his shoul-
ders? 6 Then he will call his friends and neighbors together and say, ‘Cel-
ebrate with me, for I have found my lost sheep!’ 7 I tell you, in the same 
way, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner, 
than over ninety-nine decent people, who do not need to repent. 

8 What woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one, will not light 
a lamp and sweep the house in a thorough search till she finds the lost 
coin? 9 And finding it, she will call her friends and neighbors and say, 
‘Celebrate with me, for I have found the silver coin I lost!’ 10 I tell you, in 
the same way, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one re-
pentant sinner.” 

The parable of the lost sons 
11 Jesus continued, “There was a man with two sons. 12 The younger 

said to his father, ‘Give me my share of the estate.’ So the father divided 
his property between them. 

13 Some days later, the younger son gathered all his belongings and 
started off for a distant land where he squandered his wealth in loose 
living. 14 Having spent everything, he was hard pressed when a severe 
famine broke out in that land. 15 So he hired himself out to a well-to-do 
citizen of that place and was sent to work on a pig farm. 16 So famished 
was he that he longed to fill his stomach even with the food given to the 
pigs, but no one offered him anything. 

17 Finally coming to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired workers have food to spare and here I am starving to death! 18 I 
will get up and go back to my father, and say to him, Father, I have 
sinned against God and before you. 19 I no longer deserve to be called 
your son. Treat me then as one of your hired servants.’ With that thought 
in mind, he set off for his father’s house. 

20 He was still a long way off when his father caught sight of him. His 
father was so deeply moved with compassion that he ran out to meet 
him, threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. 21 The son said, 
‘Father, I have sinned against Heaven and before you. I no longer de-
serve to be called your son.’ 

22 But the father turned to his servants: ‘Quick!’ he said. ‘Bring out the 
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finest robe and put it on him! Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet! 23 Take the fattened calf and kill it! We shall celebrate and have a 
feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was 
lost and is found!’ And the celebration began. 

25 Meanwhile, the elder son had been working in the fields. As he re-
turned and approached the house, he heard the sound of music and 
dancing. 26 He called one of the servants and asked what it was all about. 
27 The servant answered, ‘Your brother has come home safe and sound 
and your father is so happy about it that he has ordered this celebration 
and killed the fattened calf.’ 

28 The elder son became angry and refused to go in. His father came 
out and pleaded with him. 29 The son, very indignant, said, ‘Look, I have 
slaved for you all these years. Never have I disobeyed your orders. Yet 
you have never given me even a young goat to celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours returns, after squandering your 
property with loose women, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

31 The father said, ‘My son, you are always with me and everything I 
have is yours. 32 But this brother of yours was dead and has come back 
to life; he was lost and is found. And for that, we had to rejoice and be 
glad.’” 
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LUKE 15:1-32 
Read: Jesus responds to the criticisms of the Pharisees and 

lawyers with three parables: the lost sheep, the lost coin and 
the prodigal son. With them, he justifies his choice for “sinners” 
and reveals the true face of God: mercy (love). 
Reflect: Do you feel the mercy of God in your life? Do you con-

sider that just as God is merciful to you, so God is merciful to 
every human being? Do you consider yourself merciful toward 
others, as is God with you? 
Pray: How can I reciprocate, O God, the measureless love you 

offer me every day? 
Act: As an expression of gratitude to God, be kind and merciful 

with that person who has distanced himself from you because 
of some dispute or quarrel. Call him or her and arrange a meet-
ing to remedy the distances. 



The crafty steward 

161 At another time Jesus told his disciples, “There was a rich man, 
whose steward was reported to him because of fraudulent serv-

ice. 2 He summoned the steward and asked him, ‘What is this I hear 
about you? I want you to render an account of your service, for it is about 
to be terminated.’ 

3 The steward thought to himself, ‘What am I to do now? My master will 
surely dismiss me. I am not strong enough to do hard work, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I will do: I must make sure that when I am 
dismissed, there will be people who will welcome me into their homes.’ 

5 So he called his master’s debtors, one by one. He asked the first 
debtor, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 The reply was, ‘A hundred 
jars of oil.’ The steward said, ‘Here is your bill. Sit down quickly and 
write fifty.’ 7 To the second debtor he put the same question, ‘How much 
do you owe?’ The answer was, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ Then 
the steward said, ‘Take your bill and write eighty.’ 

8 The master commended the dishonest steward for his astuteness: for 
the people of this world are more astute in dealing with their own kind 
than are the people of light. 9 And so I tell you: use filthy money to make 
friends for yourselves, so that, when it fails, these people may welcome 
you into the eternal homes. 

10 Whoever can be trusted in little things can also be trusted in great 
ones; whoever is dishonest in slight matters will also be dishonest in 
greater ones. 11 So if you have been dishonest in handling filthy money, 
who would entrust you with true wealth? 12 And if you have been dishon-
est with things that are not really yours, who will give you that wealth 
which is truly your own? 

13 No servant can serve two masters. Either he does not like the one 
and is fond of the other, or he regards one highly and the other with con-
tempt. You cannot give yourself both to God and to Money.” 
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LUKE 16:1-13 
Read: Jesus exposes to his disciples the parable of the astute 

administrator. With it, he invites them to be creative, witty and 
clever in announcing the kingdom. Then he urges them to take 
a stance against money (wealth) because you cannot be at the 



14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and sneered at 
Jesus. 15 He said to them, “You do your best to be considered righteous 
by people. But God knows the heart, and what is highly esteemed by 
human beings is loathed by God. 

16 The time of the law and the prophets ended with John. Now the 
kingdom of God is proclaimed and everyone tries to enter it by force. 

17 It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for a single letter 
of Scripture not to be fulfilled. 

18 Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adul-
tery, and whoever marries a woman divorced by her husband also com-
mits adultery. 

The rich man and Lazarus 
19 Once there was a rich man who dressed in purple and fine linen and 

feasted every day. 20 At his gate lay Lazarus, a poor man covered with 
sores, 21 who longed to eat just the scraps falling from the rich man’s 
table. Even dogs used to come and lick his sores. 22 It happened that the 
poor man died and the angels carried him to take his place with Abra-
ham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 From the netherworld 
where he was in torment, the rich man looked up and saw Abraham afar 
off and with him Lazarus at rest. 

24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus, 
with the tip of his finger dipped in water, to cool my tongue, for I suffer 
so much in this fire!’ 
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service of two masters. Whoever absolutizes money cannot love 
God with all their heart. 
Reflect: How important is money in your life? Do you try to 

“win” friends with it, or, on the contrary, does it generate “en-
emies”? How do you experience “You cannot be at the service 
of God and money”? 
Pray: Oh gracious God, give me the grace to be generous with 

the goods that I have, that I will be in solidarity with the most 
needy, and that my heart never moves away from you. 
Act: Plan a day in which you dare to live on the charity of oth-

ers. With what you can save, make a donation to a charity. 



25 Abraham replied, ‘My son, remember that in your lifetime you were 
well-off, while the lot of Lazarus was a misfortune. Now he is in comfort 
and you are in agony. 26 But that is not all. Between your place and ours, 
a great chasm has been fixed so that no one can cross over from here 
to you, or from your side to us.’ 

27 The rich man implored once more, ‘Then I beg you, Father Abra-
ham, send Laza  rus to my father’s house 28 where my five brothers live. 
Let him warn them so that they may not end up in this place of torment.’ 
29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets. Let them listen 
to them.’ 30 But the rich man said, ‘No, Father Abraham; but if someone 
from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 

31 Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, they 
will not be convinced, even if someone rises from the dead.’” 
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LUKE 16:14-31 
Read: To round off the issue of the incompatibility between 

service to God and money, Jesus exposes the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus. A life lived in service to money is a slavery 
that makes a person lose the sense and the purpose of life: the 
definitive encounter with complete happiness is God. 
Reflect: What do you think about hunger and misery in the 

world? Do you feel committed by the words of the Gospel to 
doing something about it? What should we Christians do? 
Pray: I ask you, Lord, the grace to be in solidarity with the 

needs of others; may I not be indifferent to the pain of those 
who suffer. 
Act: Do something to help some “Lazarus” you know up close. 

171 Jesus said to his disciples, “Scandals will necessarily come and 
cause people to fall, but woe to the one who brings them about. 

2 It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone 
around his neck. Truly, this would be better for that person, than to cause 
one of these little ones to fall. 

3 Listen carefully: if your brother offends you, tell him, and if he is sorry, 
forgive him. 4 And if he offends you seven times in one day, but seven 
times he says to you, ‘I’m sorry,’ forgive him.” 



5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” And the Lord said, 
6 “If you have faith, even the size of a mustard seed, you may say to 
this tree, ‘Be uprooted, and plant yourself in the sea!’ and it will obey 
you. 

7 Who among you would say to your servant, coming in from the fields 
after plowing or tending sheep, ‘Go ahead and have your dinner’? 8 No, 
you tell him, ‘Prepare my dinner. Put on your apron and wait on me 
while I eat and drink. You can eat and drink afterward.’ 9 Do you thank 
this servant for doing what you told him to do? 10 I don’t think so. And 
therefore, when you have done all that you have been told to do, you 
should say, ‘We are no more than servants; we have only done our 
duty.’” 

The ten lepers 
11 On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed through Samaria and 

Galilee and 12 as he entered a village, ten lepers came to meet him. 
13 Keeping their distance, they called to him, “Jesus, Master, have pity 
on us!” 14 Jesus said to them, “Go, and show yourselves to the priests.” 
Then, as they went on their way, they found they were cured. 15 One of 
them, as soon as he saw that he was cleansed, turned back, praising 
God in a loud voice; and 16 throwing himself on his face before Jesus, he 
gave him thanks. This man was a Samaritan. 

17 Then Jesus asked him, “Were not all ten healed? Where are the other 
nine? 18 Did none of them decide to return and give praise to God, but 
this foreigner?” 19 And Jesus said to him, “Stand up and go your way; 
your faith has saved you.” 
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LUKE 17:1-19 
Read: Jesus instructs his disciples on the importance of faith. 

Faith is developed in a community environment, hence the care 
not to scandalize the “little ones” and to forgive those who of-
fend us. Faith, moreover, is a free gift, we do not earn it by merit, 
so we must always ask for it and give thanks to God for it. 
Reflect: Do you consider it important to have faith in life? Are 

you careful to practice it in community? How do you thank God 
for it?  



The coming of the kingdom of God 
(Mt 24:17) 

20 The Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of God was to come. 
He answered, “The kingdom of God is not like something you can ob-
serve, 21 and say of it, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘See, there it is!’ for the king-
dom of God is within you.” 

22 And Jesus said to his disciples, “The time is at hand when you will 
long to see one of the glorious days of the Son of Man, but you will not 
see it. 23 Then people will tell you, ‘Look there! Look here!’ ‘Do not go 
with them, do not follow them.’ 24 As lightning flashes from one end of 
the sky to the other, so will it be with the Son of Man; 25 but first he must 
suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 

26 As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be on the day the Son of Man 
comes. 27 In those days people ate and drank and got married; but on 
the day Noah entered the ark, the flood came and destroyed them all. 
28 So it was in the days of Lot: people ate and drank, and bought and 
sold, and planted and built; 29 but on the day Lot left Sodom, God made 
fire and sulfur rain down from heaven which destroyed them all. 30 So 
will it be on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 

31 On that day, if you are on the rooftop, don’t go down into the house 
to get your belongings; and if you happen to be in the fields, do not turn 
back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife! 33 Whoever tries to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever gives his life will be born again. 

34 I tell you, though two men are sharing the same bed, it might happen 
that one will be taken and the other left; 35 though two women are grind-
ing meal together, one might be taken and the other left.” 

37 Then they asked Jesus, “Where will this take place, Lord?” And he 
answered, “Where the body is, there too will the vultures gather.” 
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Pray: Thank you, Lord, for the gift of faith; for your call to fol-
low you and proclaim your Gospel with my life to others. 
Act: Share your faith with others, telling them how God is 

present in your daily life. 



Pray and never lose heart 

181 Jesus told them a parable to show them that they should pray 
continually and not lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain town there 

was a judge who neither feared God nor people. 3 In the same town there 
was a widow who kept coming to him, saying, ‘Defend my rights against 
my adversary!’ 4 For a time he refused, but finally he thought, ‘Even 
though I neither fear God nor care about people, 5 this widow bothers me 
so much I will see that she gets justice; then she will stop coming and 
wearing me out.” 

6 And Jesus said, “Listen to what the evil judge says. 7 Will God not do 
justice for his chosen ones, who cry to him day and night, even if he de-
lays in answering them? 8 I tell you, he will speedily do them justice. But, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

The Pharisee and the tax collector 
9 Jesus told another parable to some people fully convinced of their 

own righteousness, who looked down on others: 10 “Two men went up to 
the temple to pray; one was a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11 The Pharisee stood by himself and said, ‘I thank you, God, that I am 
not like other people, grasping, crooked, adulterous, or even like this 
tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all my income to 
the temple.’ 
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LUKE 17:20-37 
Read: Jesus speaks about the coming of the kingdom of God: 

it is not subject to calculations, because it is “among us,” and 
of the future will be fully expressed. 
Reflect: Do you perceive the manifestation of the kingdom of 

God in your life? How? Are you ready for the final encounter 
with the Lord? How? 
Pray: Lord God, help me to be attentive to the manifestation 

of your kingdom and to be prepared for your encounter. Do not 
allow what is ephemeral to distract me, and drift away from you. 
Act: Reflect on the biggest concerns you have in your life. Do 

they help you be prepared for your encounter with the Lord? 



LUKE 18:1-14 
Read: Jesus tells the parables of the judge and the widow, and 

of the Pharisee and the tax collector, to invite his listeners to 
be persevering and humble in prayer. 
Reflect: Do you pray to God often? Do you consider yourself 

worthy of divine grace for being a regular in prayer? Do you talk 
to God about your worries, problems, and desires? How do you 
trust in God’s mercy? 
Pray: Lord, from my littleness, I recognize your greatness and 

kindness by taking seriously, as you do, my needs, concerns, 
problems, and desires. 
Act: As thanks for the mercy of God, get close to your family 

and friends, and share with them a time of attentive listening 
to their needs and desires. 

13 In the meantime the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
lift his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘O God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner.’ 

14 I tell you, when this man went back to his house, he had been rec-
onciled with God, but not the other. For whoever makes himself out to be 
great will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be raised up.” 
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15 People even brought little children to Jesus to have him touch them, 
but seeing it the disciples rebuked these people. 16 So Jesus called the 
children to him and said, “Let the children come to me and don’t stop 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not 
enter it.” 

Jesus and the rich ruler 
(Mk 10:17; Mt 19:16) 

18 A ruler asked Jesus, “Good master, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 
but God alone. 20 You know the commandments: Do not commit adul-
tery; do not kill; do not steal; do not accuse falsely; honor your father 
and your mother.” 21 And the man said, “I have kept all these command-
ments from my youth.” 



22 Then Jesus answered, “There is still one thing you lack. Sell all you 
have and give the money to the poor, and you will have riches in Heaven. 
And then come, follow me!” 23 When he heard these words, the man be-
came sad, for he was very rich. 24 Jesus noticing this said, “How hard it 
is for people who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier 
for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 26 The bystanders said, “Who then can be 
saved?” 27 And Jesus replied, “What is impossible for human beings is 
possible for God.” 

28 Then Peter said, “We left everything we had and followed you.” 29 Jesus 
replied, “Truly, I tell you, whoever has left home or wife, or brothers or 
parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 will receive 
much more in this present time, and eternal life in the world to come.” 

31 Jesus then took the Twelve aside, and told them, “Now we are going 
up to Jerusalem, and everything the Prophets have written about the 
Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He will be delivered up to the foreign power. 
People will mock him, insult him and spit on him. 33 After they have 
scourged him, they will kill him, but he will be raised on the third day.” 
34 The apostles could make nothing of this; the meaning of these words 
remained a mystery to them and they did not understand what he said. 
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LUKE 18:15-34 
Read: Jesus blesses some children, and presents them as an 

example of welcome to the kingdom of God. When somone re-
fuses an invitation to give up his riches and follow him, Jesus 
declares that for the rich it is difficult to enter the kingdom. A 
disciples rewards are found in the kingdom of God. 
Reflect: Why do you think that Jesus presents children as an 

example of welcome to the kingdom of God? What are your 
greatest riches? Do you feel subject to them? Do you already 
perceive the enjoyment of the rewards offered by Jesus? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, transform my heart to welcome with joy and 

detachment your kingdom, which you offer us generously, abun-
dant and free. 
Act: Live your vocation in constant thanksgiving. Do not cling 

to what you consider “your riches.” Be supportive and generous. 



The blind man of Jericho 
(Mk 10:46; Mt 20:29) 

35 When Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 
road begging. 36 As he heard the crowd passing by, he inquired what was 
happening 37 and they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was going by. 
38 Then he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 The 
people in front of him scolded him. “Be quiet!” they said, but he cried 
out all the more, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

40 Jesus stopped and ordered the blind man to be brought to him; and 
when he came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do 
for you?” And the man said, “Lord, that I may see!” 42 Jesus said, “Re-
ceive your sight, your faith has saved you.” 43 At once the blind man was 
able to see and he followed Jesus, giving praise to God. And all the peo-
ple who were there also praised God. 

Jesus and Zaccheus 

191 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man 
named Zaccheus lived there. He was a tax collector and a wealthy 

man. 3 He wanted to see what Jesus was like, but he was a short man and 
could not see him because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed 
up a sycamore tree. From there he would be able to see Jesus who was 
going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up 
and said to him, “Zaccheus, come down quickly for I must stay at your 
house today.” 6 So Zaccheus climbed down and received him joyfully. 

7 All the people who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone 
as a guest to the house of a sinner.” 8 But Zaccheus spoke to Jesus, “Half 
of what I own, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone, 
I will pay him back four times as much.” 9 Looking at him Jesus said, 
“Salvation has come to this house today, for he is also a true son of 
Abraham. 10 The Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost.” 
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LUKE 18:35—19:10 
Read: On the way to Jerusalem, in Jericho, Jesus heals a blind 

man and forgives Zacchaeus. Both, despite their physical limi-
tations, want to be close to him. Jesus gives them what they 
crave most: sight and forgiveness. Then the blind man, giving 
glory to God, follows him, and Zacchaeus reforms his life. 



The ten pounds 
(Mt 25:14) 

11 Jesus was now near Jerusalem and the people with him thought that 
God’s reign was about to appear. So as they were listening to him, Jesus 
went on to tell them a parable. 12 He said, “A man of noble birth went to 
a distant country in order to be crowned king, after which he planned to 
return home. 13 Before he left, he summoned ten of his servants and gave 
them ten pounds of silver. He said, ‘Put this money to work until I get 
back.’ 14 But his compatriots, who disliked him, sent a delegation after 
him with this message, ‘We do not want this man to be our king.’ 

15 He returned, however, appointed as king. At once he sent for the 
servants, to whom he had given the money, to find out what profit each 
had made. 16 The first came in and reported, ‘Sir, your pound of silver 
has earned ten more pounds of silver.’ 

17 The master replied, ‘Well done, my good servant! Since you have 
proved yourself faithful in a small matter, I can trust you to take charge 
of ten cities.’ 18 The second reported, ‘Sir, your pound of silver earned 
five more pounds of silver.’ 19 The master replied, ‘And you, take charge 
of five cities!’ 

20 The third came in and said, ‘Sir, here is your money, which I hid for 
safekeeping. 21 I was afraid of you, for you are an exacting person: you 
take up what you did not lay down and you reap what you did not sow.’ 

22 The master replied, ‘You worthless servant, I will judge you by your 
own words! So you knew I was an exacting person, taking up what I did 
not lay down and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why, then, did you not 
put my money on loan, so that when I got back, I could have collected 
it with interest?’ 

207 LUKE   19       

Reflect: How do you meet the Risen Jesus in your life? How 
do you go out to meet him? What do you ask? Do you feel wel-
comed by him? 
Pray: Help me, Lord, to feel your presence in every person that 

I find on my path and in every situation of life that I have to face. 
Act: In prayer, manifest to the Lord the most serious concern 

you have right now. Like the blind man, ask him “to see,” and 
like Zacchaeus, let him enter “your house.” 
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24 Then the master said to those standing by, ‘Take from him that 
pound and give it to the one with ten pounds.’ 25 But they objected, ‘Sir, 
he already has ten pounds!’ 

26 The master replied, ‘I tell you, everyone who has will be given more; 
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away. 27 As for my enemies who did not want me to be their king, bring 
them in and execute them right here in front of me!’” 

LUKE 19:11-27 
Read: As Jesus and his disciples draw closer to Jerusalem peo-

ple think the kingdom of God will come immediately. Jesus tells 
the parable of the king and the money given to his servants. He 
exhorts us not to be passive with the gifts received by God; we 
must invest them and produce, which in the context of the 
Gospel means giving life in service to others. 
Reflect: What are the gifts you consider received from the 

Lord? What have you done with them? How are you tempted to 
keep them hidden? What are the risks of investing them in oth-
ers? 
Pray: Lord, may I be fully aware of the gifts and talents you 

have bestowed upon me. Help me to use them for the greater 
glory of you: your kingdom. 
Act: Identify a gift or talent received from the Lord and use it 

practically in service to others. 

Jesus enters Jerusalem 
(Mk 11:1; Mt 21:1; Jn 12:12; Mt 24:2) 

28 So Jesus spoke, and then he passed on ahead of them, on his way 
to Jerusalem. 29 When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, close to 
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples with these instructions, 
30 “Go to the village opposite; and, as you enter it, you will find a colt 
tied up that no one has yet ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 And if 
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you untying this colt?’ You shall say, ‘The 
Master needs it.’” 

32 So the two disciples went and found things just as Jesus had said. 
33 As they were untying the colt, the owner said to them, “Why are you 



untying the colt?” 34 And they answered, “The Master needs it.” 35 So they 
brought it to Jesus and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they mounted 
Jesus on it. 36 And as he went along, people spread their cloaks on the 
road. 

37 When Jesus came near Jerusalem to the place where the road slopes 
down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of his disciples began 
to rejoice and to praise God with a loud voice for all the miracles they 
had seen; 38 and they cried out, “Blessed is he who comes as king in the 
name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens.” 

39 Some Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Master, rebuke your dis-
ciples!” 40 But Jesus answered, “I tell you, if they were to remain silent, 
the stones would cry out.” 

41 When Jesus had come in sight of the city, he wept over it 42 and said, 
“If only today you knew the ways of peace! But now they are hidden 
from your eyes. 43 Yet days will come upon you when your enemies will 
surround you with barricades and shut you in and press on you from 
every side. 44 And they will dash you to the ground and your children 
with you and not leave a stone upon stone within you, for you did not 
recognize the time and the visitation of your God.” 

45 Then Jesus entered the temple area and began to drive out the mer-
chants. 46 And he said to them, “God says in the Scriptures, ‘My house 
shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of robbers!” 

47 Jesus was teaching every day in the temple. The chief priests and 
teachers of the law wanted to kill him and the elders of the Jews as well, 
48 but they were unable to do anything, for all the people were listening 
to him and hanging on his words. 
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LUKE 19:28-48 
Read: Jesus arrives in Jerusalem. He enters in the midst of 

praises and blessings. He weeps for the future of the city. Then, 
he expels the merchants from the Temple. The high priests, the 
scribes and the chiefs of the people look for a way to kill him. 
Reflect: How does your “waiting” for Jesus shows in your daily 

life? What does the following expression suggest: “My house 
shall be a house of prayer, but you have turned it into a den of 
robbers”? 



201 One day, when Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and 
proclaiming the good news, the chief priests and the teachers of 

the law came with the elders of the Jews 2 and said to him, “Tell us, what 
right have you to act like this? Who gives you authority to do all this?” 

3 Jesus said to them, “I also will ask you a question. Tell me: 4 was 
John’s baptism of heavenly or of human origin?” 5 And they argued 
among themselves, “If we answer that it was a work of God, he will say, 
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 6 But if we answer that it was merely 
something human, the people will stone us, for they all regard John as 
a prophet.” 7 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know,” 8 and Jesus said 
to them, “Neither will I tell you what right I have to act like this.” 

The murderous tenants 
(Mk 12:1; Mt 21:33) 

9 Jesus went on to tell the people this parable, “A man planted a vine-
yard and let it out to tenants before going abroad for a long time. 

10 In due time, he sent a servant to the tenants to get some fruit from 
the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him back empty-
handed. 11 Again the man sent another servant; they beat him as well 
and treated him shamefully, and finally sent him back empty-handed. 
12 The owner then sent a third servant, but him they injured and threw 
out of the vineyard. 

13 The owner then thought, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved 
son; surely they will respect him.’ 14 However the tenants, as soon as 
they saw him, said to one another, ‘This is the one who will inherit the 
vineyard. Let us kill him and the property will be ours!’ 15 So they threw 
him out of the vineyard and killed him. 16 Now, what will the owner of 
the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy those tenants and 
give the vineyard to others.” 

On hearing this, some said, “God forbid!” 17 Then Jesus looked directly 
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Pray: Lord Jesus, help me to be always attentive to your com-
ing, to receive you with joy, to recognize your presence in my 
life and in the life of the community. 
Act: Encourage someone to participate in a parish group, or a 

prayer group at work. 



at them and said, “What does this text of the Scriptures mean: The stone 
which the builders rejected has become the keystone? 18 Everyone who 
falls on that stone will be broken to pieces and anyone that stone falls 
on will be crushed.” 

19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests would have liked to ar-
rest him right there, for they realized that Jesus meant this parable for 
them, but they were afraid of the crowd. 20 So they left, looking for an-
other opportunity. 
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LUKE 20:1-20 
Read: Jesus thwarts the attempt of the high priests and 

lawyers to disavow him. The parable of the evil vinedressers is 
addressed to them. The biblical quote: “The stone which the 
builders rejected has become the keystone” is the point. 
Reflect: Does current Christian witness validate the authority 

of Jesus and the Gospel? Why or why not? What things should 
we improve so that Christian witness be authentic and pro -
phetic. 
Pray: O God, I ask you for courage and wisdom to bear faithful 

witness to the teachings of the Gospel in the world. 
Act: Do not be afraid to express your faith in the midst of ad-

verse or compromising situations. Remember that your witness 
expresses the teachings of the Gospel. 

Paying taxes to Caesar 
(Mk 12:13; Mt 22:15) 

They sent spies who pretended to be honest men, in order to trap him 
in his words and deliver him to the authority and power of the Roman 
governor. 21 They said to him, “Master, we know that you are true in your 
words and in your teaching and your answers do not vary according to 
who is listening to you; for you truly teach the way of God. Tell us: 22 are 
we allowed to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  

23 But Jesus saw through their cunning and said, 24 “Show me a silver 
coin. Whose image is this, and whose title does it bear?” They answered, 
“Caesar’s.” 25 And Jesus said to them, “Return to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” 



26 So they were unable to trap him in what he said publicly; they were 
surprised at his answer and kept silent. 

The resurrection of the dead 
(Mk 12:18) 

27 Then some Sadducees arrived. These people claim that there is no 
resurrection, 28 and they asked Jesus this question, “Master, the law 
Moses told us, ‘If anyone dies, leaving a wife but no children, his brother 
must take the wife and any child born to them will be regarded as the 
child of the deceased.’ 29 Now, there were seven brothers: the first mar-
ried but died without children. 30 The second married the woman, but 
also died childless. 31 And then the third married her and in this same 
way, all seven died, leaving no children. 32 Last of all, the woman died. 
33 On the day of the resurrection, to which of them will the woman be a 
wife? For all seven had her as a wife.” 

34 And Jesus replied, “Taking a husband or a wife is proper to people 
of this world, 35 but for those who are considered worthy of the world to 
come and of resurrection from the dead, there is no more marriage. 
36 Besides, they cannot die, for they are like angels. They are sons and 
daughters of God because they are born of the resurrection. 

37 Yes, the dead will be raised, as Moses revealed at the burning bush 
when he called the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob. 38 For God is God of the living and not of the dead, for 
to him everyone is alive.”  

39 Some teachers of the law then agreed with Jesus, “Master, you have 
spoken well.” 40 They didn’t dare ask him anything else. 41 So Jesus said 
to them, “How can people say that the Messiah is the Son of David? 
42 For David himself says in the book of Psalms, The Lord said to my 
Lord: Sit at my right hand, 43 until I put your enemies under your feet! 
44 David, there, calls him Lord; how then can he be his Son?” 

45 Jesus also said to his disciples before all the people, 46 “Beware of 
those teachers of the law, who like to be seen in long robes, and love to 
be greeted in the marketplaces and to take the reserved seats in the syn-
agogues and the places of honor at feasts. 47 While making a show of 
long prayers, they devour the property of widows. They will receive a 
very severe sentence!” 
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The widow’s mite 
(Mk 12:41) 

211 Jesus looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the 
treasury of the temple. 2 He also saw a poor widow, who dropped 

in two small coins. 3 And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow put 
in more than all of them. 4 For all of them gave an offering from their 
plenty; but she, out of her poverty, gave all she had to live on.” 
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LUKE 20:20—21:4 
Read: The adversaries of Jesus try to discredit him before the 

people with trick questions. Jesus answers them definitively and 
denounces their hypocrisy. He praises the attitude of a widow 
who offers God not what she has extra, but all that she has. 
Reflect: Do you believe that today the Christian faith has ad-

versaries? Who are they? In your opinion, what most discredits 
the message of the Gospel? What shows the truth of the Gospel? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, give us courage and wisdom so that we Chris-

tians can give authentic witness to your Gospel in the world. 
Act: See how you can help the catechists in your parish. Offer 

them your support. 

Signs before the destruction of Jerusalem  
(Mk 13:1; Mt 24:1) 

5 While some people were talking about the temple, remarking that it 
was adorned with fine stonework and rich gifts, Jesus said to them, 
6 “The days will come when there shall not be left one stone upon another 
of all that you now admire; all will be torn down.” 7 And they asked him, 
“Master, when will this be and what will be the sign that this is about to 
take place?” 

8 Jesus said, “Take care not to be deceived, for many will come in my 
name, saying, ‘I am he; the time is near at hand!’ Do not follow them. 
9 When you hear of wars and troubled times, don’t be frightened; for all 
these things must happen first, even though the end is not so soon.” 

10 And Jesus said, “Nations will fight each other and kingdom will op-
pose kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines, and plagues; 
in many places, strange and terrifying signs from heaven will be seen. 



12 Before all these things happen, people will lay their hands on you and 
persecute you; you will be delivered to the synagogues and put in prison 
and for my sake, you will be brought before kings and governors. 13 This 
will be your opportunity to bear witness.  

14 So keep this in mind: do not worry in advance about what to say, 
15 for I will give you words and wisdom that none of your opponents will 
be able to withstand or contradict. 

16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and 
friends and some of you will be put to death. 17 But even though, because 
of my name, you will be hated by everyone, 18 not a hair of your head 
will perish. 19 By your patient endurance, you will save your souls. 

20 When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, know then that the 
time has come when it will be reduced to a wasteland. 21 If you are in 
Judea, flee to the mountains! If you are in Jerusalem, leave! If you are 
outside the city, don’t enter it! 

22 For these will be the days of its punishment and all that was announced 
in the Scriptures will be fulfilled. 23 How hard will it be for pregnant women 
and for mothers with babies at the breast! For a great calamity will come 
upon the land and wrath upon this people. 24 They will be put to death 
by the sword, or taken as slaves to other nations; and Jerusalem will be 
trampled upon by the pagans until the time of the pagans is fulfilled. 
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LUKE 21:5-24 
Read: Jesus predicts the destruction of Jerusalem. He urges 

his disciples to be attentive, not to be deceived by things that 
won’t help them but rather, to trust in him. 
Reflect: Are you aware of what happens in your social, polit-

ical, economic and cultural environment? Can you perceive the 
voice of Jesus that invites you to have confidence in him de-
spite the tribulations? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, may your Spirit encourage and strengthen us 

to live the message of your Gospel at all times, especially in 
times of adversity. 
Act: Express to your parish priest or someone who works in 

your parish gratitude for the service they give to the community 
in the midst of so much adversity. 



The coming of the Son of Man 
25 Then there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the 

earth anguish of nations, perplexed when they hear the roaring of the 
sea and its waves. 26 People will faint with fear at the mere thought of 
what is to come upon the world, for the forces of the universe will be 
shaken. 27 Then, at that time, they will see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. 

The signs of the times 
28 So, when you see things begin to happen, stand erect and lift up 

your heads, for your deliverance is drawing near.” 29 And Jesus added 
this comparison, “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 As soon as their 
buds sprout, you know that summer is near. 31 In the same way, when 
you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32 Truly, I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all this has 
happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. 

34 Be on your guard: don’t immerse yourselves in a life of pleasure, 
drunkenness and worldly cares, lest that day catch you unaware, like a 
trap! 35 For, like a snare, will that day come upon all the inhabitants of 
the earth. 36 But watch at all times and pray, that you may be able to es-
cape all that is going to happen and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

37 In the daytime Jesus used to teach in the temple; then he would 
leave the city and pass the night on the Mount of Olives. 38 Early in the 
morning, the people would come to the temple to hear him. 
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LUKE 21:25-38 
Read: Jesus talks about the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

hope of the coming of the Son of Man. Again he exhorts his dis-
ciples to be attentive, ready to resist difficult times and pre-
pared to meet the Son of Man on the last day. 
Reflect: Are you aware of the fragility of life? What is really 

most important in your life? Are you living in a way that pre-
pares you for the final encounter with the Lord? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, may your Spirit help me to live the teachings 

of your Gospel and be prepared for the final encounter with you. 
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Act: Make a list of what you feel needs to happen in your life 
to prepare you for your final encounter with the Lord whenever 
that happens. Do one of those things today. 

The conspiracy against Jesus 
(Mk 14:1; Mt 26:1) 

221 The feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, 
was now drawing near, 2 and the chief priests and the teachers of 

the law wanted to kill Jesus. They were looking for a way to do this be-
cause they were afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered into Judas, 
called Iscariot, one of the Twelve, 4 and he went off to discuss with the 
chief priests and the officers of the guard how to deliver Jesus to them. 
5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money; 6 so he accepted 
and from that time he waited for an opportunity to betray him without 
the people knowing. 

7 Then came the feast of the Unleavened Bread, in which the Passover 
lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go 
and get everything ready for us to eat the Passover meal.” 9 They asked 
him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?” 10 And he said, “When you 
enter the city, a man will come to you carrying a jar of water. Follow him 
to the house he enters, 11 and say to the owner, ‘The master asks: Where 
is the room where I may take the Passover meal with my disciples?’ 12 He 
will show you a large, furnished room upstairs, and there you will pre-
pare for us.” 

13 Peter and John went off and having found everything just as Jesus 
had told them, they prepared the Passover meal. 

The supper of the Lord 
(Mk 14:12; Mt 26:17) 

14 When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table and the apos-
tles with him. 15 And he said to them, “I was eager to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer; 16 for I tell you, I shall not eat it again until it is 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 

17 Then they passed him a cup, and when he had given thanks, he said, 
“Take this, and share it among yourselves; 18 for I tell you that, from now 
on, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 



comes.” 19 Jesus also took bread, and after giving thanks, he broke it 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 20 And after the supper, he did the same 
with the cup, saying, “This cup is the new Covenant, sealed in my blood, 
which is poured out for you. 

21 Yet the hand of the traitor is with me on the table. 22 Know that the 
Son of Man is going the way marked out for him. But alas for that one 
who betrays him!” 23 They began to ask one another which of them could 
do such a thing.  
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LUKE 22:1-23 
Read: Jesus celebrates Passover with his disciples, and in that 

context, he institutes the Eucharist: the giving of his life for all 
of humanity. 
Reflect: Do you consider that the gesture of Jesus in this 

paschal meal is reproduced in your daily life? How is your life 
bread broken for others? How do you share your life and your 
gifts beyond your family environment? 
Pray: O God, may I be generous with my life and with my gifts 

in service to others. May I share your Eucharist with those I 
meet in my day to day life. 
Act: Invite someone you think might be lonely to dinner in 

your home. Treat them as if Jesus himself were present in them. 

Last conversation with Jesus 
(Mk 10:42; Jn 13:1) 

24 They also began to argue among themselves, which of them should 
be considered the most important. 25 Jesus said, “The kings of the pagan 
nations rule over them as lords, and the most hard-hearted rulers claim 
the title, ‘Gracious Lord.’ 26 But not so with you; let the greatest among 
you become as the youngest and the leader as the servant. 27 For who 
is the greatest, he who sits at the table or he who serves? He who is 
seated, isn’t it? Yet I am among you as one who serves. 

28 You are the ones who have been with me and stood by me through 
my troubles; 29 because of this, just as the kingship has been given to 
me by my Father so I give it to you. 30 You will eat and drink at my table 
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in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones and govern the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 

31 Simon, Simon, Satan has demanded to sift you like grain, 32 but I 
have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have re-
covered, you shall strengthen your brothers.” 33 Then Peter said, “Lord, 
with you I am ready to go even to prison and death.” 34 But Jesus replied, 
“I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day before you have denied 
three times that you know me.” 

35 Jesus also said to them, “When I sent you without purse or bag or 
sandals, were you short of anything?” They answered, “No.” 36 And 
Jesus said to them, “But now, the one who has a purse or a bag must 
take it, or even his coat, and sell it and buy a sword. 37 For Scripture 
says: He was numbered among criminals. These words have to be ful-
filled in me and everything written about me is now taking place. 

38 Then they said, “See, Lord, here are two swords!” but Jesus an-
swered, “That is enough.” 

LUKE 22:24-38 
Read: The disciples of Jesus must have the same aspirations 

as the Master: service. Jesus announces the arrival of somber 
and disturbing moments: they are the moments previous of his 
passion. 
Reflect: As a Christian, what are your greatest aspirations? 

How is service to others part of them? Do you consider yourself 
capable of being faithful to the Lord even in adversities? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, grant me the grace to always be at the service 

of others, to aspire to nothing else but to proclaim and live your 
Gospel, and that in difficult times I can always be by your side. 
Act: Resolve to serve God and neighbor with generous dedica-

tion, both in good and bad times. 

Gethsemane 
(Mk 14:32) 

39 After this, Jesus left to go as usual to the Mount of Olives and the 
disciples followed him. 40 When he came to the place, he told them, “Pray 
that you may not be put to the test.” 



41 Then he went a little further, about a stone’s throw and kneeling 
down, he prayed, 42 “Father, if it is your will, remove this cup from me; 
however, not my will but yours be done.” 43 And from heaven there ap-
peared to him an angel who gave him strength. 

44 As he was in agony, he prayed even more earnestly and great drops 
of blood formed like sweat and fell to the ground. 45 When he rose from 
prayer, he went to his disciples but found them worn out with grief and 
asleep. 46 And he said to them, “Why do you sleep? Get up and pray, so 
that you may not be put to the test.” 

47 Jesus was still speaking when suddenly a crowd appeared and the 
man named Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He drew near 
to Jesus to kiss him 48 and Jesus said to him, “Judas, with a kiss you 
betray the Son of Man?” 

49 Those with Jesus, seeing what would happen, said to him, “Master, 
shall we use the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the High Priest’s ser-
vant and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus ordered him, “No more of this!” 
He touched the man’s ear and healed him.  

52 Then Jesus spoke to those coming against him, the chief priests, of-
ficers of the temple and elders; and he said to them, “Are you looking for 
a thief, a robber? Do you really need swords and clubs to arrest me? 
53 Day after day I was among you, teaching in the temple and you did not 
arrest me. But this is the hour of the power of darkness; this is your hour.” 
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LUKE 22:39-53 
Read: Jesus goes to his usual place of prayer and asks his dis-

ciples to pray that they will not fall into temptation, but they 
fall asleep. He, on the other hand, abandons himself to the will 
of the Father who sends an angel to comfort and prepare him. 
Judas betrays Jesus and he is taken to the house of the high 
priest. 
Reflect: Do you trust the strength of prayer? Do you use it in 

times of difficulty? In your prayer do you abandon yourself to 
the will of God, or ask God to do what you want? 
Pray: Father, I put myself in your hands. Do what you want, 

whatever it is I thank you. I accept everything because you are 
my Father. 



LUKE   22 220

The trial of Jesus, Peter’s denial 
(Mk 14:53; Mt 26:57) 

54 Then they seized him and took him away, bringing him to the High 
Priest’s house. Peter followed at a distance.  

55 A fire was kindled in the middle of the courtyard where people were 
gathered and Peter sat among them. 56 A maidservant noticed him. 
Looking at him intently in the light of the fire, she exclaimed, “This man 
also was with him!” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know 
him!”  

58 A little later someone who saw him said, “You are also one of them!” 
Peter replied, “My friend, I am not!” 59 After about an hour another as-
serted, “Surely this man was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 

60 Again Peter denied it: “My friend, I don’t know what you are talking 
about!” He had not finished saying this when a cock crowed. 61 The Lord 
turned around and looked at Peter and Peter remembered the word 
which the Lord had spoken: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me 
three times.” 62 Peter went outside, weeping bitterly. 

63 Now the guards who had arrested Jesus mocked and beat him. 
64 They blindfolded him, struck him and then asked him, “Who hit you? 
Tell us, prophet!” 65 And they hurled many other insulting words at 
him. 

66 At daybreak, the council of the elders of the people, among whom 
were the chief priests and the teachers of the law, assembled again. 
Then they had Jesus brought before them and they began questioning 
him, 67 “Tell us, are you the Christ?” Jesus replied, “You will not believe 
if I tell you 68 and neither will you answer if I ask you. 69 But from now 
on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of 
God.” 

70 In chorus, they asked, “So you are the Son of God?” And Jesus said 
to them, “You are right, I am.” 

71 Then they said, “What need have we of witnesses? We have heard it 
from his own lips.” 

Act: Gather your family and pray together with them for people 
who feel lonely and abandoned. 
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LUKE 22:54-71 
Read: Peter denies Jesus three times. As Jesus looks at Peter, 

he runs away and weeps for his cowardice. Jesus, on the other 
hand, despite the insults of his adversaries, reaffirms himself as 
the Son of God. 
Reflect: Is it easy to feel empathy with Peter? What would 

you do in such circumstances? Is it difficult for you to share 
your faith in your environment? Do you try to hide that you are 
a Christian? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, may your Spirit help me to proclaim at all 

times my condition as a disciple of yours, not only with words, 
but above all with my way of life. 
Act: Share with someone what it means for you to be a disciple 

of Jesus. Do not be afraid to talk about your faith. 

Jesus before Pilate 
(Mt 27:11; Mk 15:1; Jn 18:28) 

231 The whole council rose and brought Jesus to Pilate. 2 They gave 
their accusation: “We found this man subverting our nation, op-

posing payment of taxes to Caesar, and claiming to be Christ the King.” 
3 Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus replied, 

“You said so.” 4 Turning to the chief priests and the crowd, Pilate said, “I 
find no basis for a case against this man.” 5 But they insisted, “All the 
country of the Jews is being stirred up by his teaching. He began in 
Galilee and now he has come all the way here.”  

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 Finding 
the accused to come under Herod’s jurisdiction, Pilate sent Jesus over 
to Herod who happened to be in Jerusalem at that time. 

8 Herod was delighted to have Jesus before him; for a long time he had 
wanted to see him because of the reports about him and he was hoping 
to see Jesus work some miracle. 9 He piled up question upon question 
but got no reply from Jesus. 

10 All the while the chief priests and the scribes remained standing 
there, vehemently pressing their accusations. 11 Finally, Herod ridiculed 
him and with his guards mocked him. And when he had put a rich cloak 



LUKE 23:1-12 
Read: Jesus is led before Pilate and then before Herod, the 

political authorities of Judea and Galilee respectively. They do 
not find any guilt in Jesus, but this does not change their 
minds. 
Reflect: Can a Christian proclaim the Gospel and not commit 

to justice? Can we be indifferent to the hunger, misery, and suf-
fering of the poorest? What can we Christians do in these cir-
cumstances? 
Pray: Oh Father, may the power of your Spirit encourage us to 

assume the inescapable commitments that faith in your Son 
Jesus implies. 
Act: Talk to your people about how important it is for the 

Christian to practice justice. 

on him, he sent him back to Pilate. 12 Pilate and Herod, who were ene-
mies before, became friends from that day. 

LUKE   23 222

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the elders and the 
people 14 and said to them, “You have brought this man before me and 
accused him of subversion. In your presence I have examined him and 
found no basis for your charges; 15 and neither has Herod, for he sent 
him back to me. It is quite clear that this man has done nothing that de-
serves a death sentence. 16 I will, therefore, have him scourged and then 
release him.” (17 At Passover, Pilate had to release a prisoner.) 

18 Shouting as one man, the crowd protested, “No! Away with this man! 
Release Barabbas instead!” 19 This man had been thrown into prison for 
an uprising in the city and for murder. 

20 Since Pilate wanted to release Jesus, he appealed to the crowd once 
more, 21 but they shouted back, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 22 A third time 
Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? Since no crime deserv-
ing death has been proved, I shall have him scourged and let him go.”  

23 But they went on shouting and demanding that Jesus be crucified, 
and their shouts grew louder. 24 So Pilate decided to pass the sentence 
they demanded. 25 He released the man they asked for, the one who was 
in prison for rebellion and murder, and he handed Jesus over in accor-
dance with their wishes. 



The way of Calvary 
(Mt 27:32; Mk 15:16) 

26 When they led Jesus away, they seized Simon of Cyrene, arriving 
from the countryside, and laid the cross on him to carry it behind Jesus. 

27 A large crowd of people followed him; among them were women 
beating their breasts and grieving for him, 28 but Jesus turned to them 
and said, “Women of Jerusalem, do not weep for me! Weep rather for 
yourselves and for your children, 29 for the days are coming when people 
will say, ‘Happy are the women without child! Happy are those who have 
not given birth or nursed a child!’ 30 And they will say to the mountains, 
‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ 31 For if this is the lot of the green 
wood, what will happen to the dry?” 

32 Along with Jesus, two criminals also were led out to be executed. 
33 There, at the place called the Skull, he was crucified together with two 
criminals—one on his right and another on his left. (34 Jesus said, “Fa-
ther, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”) And the 
guards cast lots to divide his clothes among themselves. 

35 The people stood by, watching. As for the rulers, they jeered at him, 
saying to one another, “Let the man who saved others now save himself, 
for he is the Messiah, the chosen one of God!”  
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LUKE 23:13-25 
Read: Jesus is condemned to death. Pilate succumbs to the 

pressure of the crowd and condemns the innocent Jesus to be 
crucified. 
Reflect: Do you know cases of people unjustly condemned? 

Have you ever felt pressured by the opinion of others and have 
not done what justice should do? Is it easy for a Christian to 
act with justice in the current circumstances? 
Pray: O God, as disciples of your Son, animated by your Spirit, 

let us always work for your kingdom and its justice, and make 
our world a world that is more just, more human. 
Act: Collaborate with institutions and agencies that promote 

justice and reconciliation in your city or country. Pray for those 
people who are unjustly condemned. 
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36 The soldiers also mocked him and, when they drew near to offer him 
bitter wine, 37 they said, “So you are the King of the Jews? Save your-
self!” 38 Above Jesus, there was an inscription in Greek, Latin, and He-
brew, which read, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals hanging with Jesus insulted him, “So you are 
the Messiah? Save yourself, and us as well!” 40 But the other rebuked 
him, saying, “Have you no fear of God, you who received the same sen-
tence as he did? 41 For us, it is just: this is payment for what we have 
done. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, re-
member me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus replied, “In 
truth I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

44 It was almost midday. 45 The sun was hidden, and darkness came over 
the whole land until mid-afternoon, and at that time the curtain of the 
Sanctuary was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus gave a loud cry, “Father, into 
your hands I commend my spirit.” And saying that, he gave up his spirit. 

47 The captain, on seeing what had happened, acknowledged the hand 
of God. “Surely this was an upright man!” he said. 48 And all the people 
who had gathered to watch the spectacle, as soon as they saw what had 
happened, went home beating their breasts. 49 But those who knew 
Jesus, and the women who had followed him from Galilee, remained 
there at a distance. They witnessed all these things. 

LUKE 23:26-49 
Read: Crucifixion and death of Jesus. Jesus reveals his power 

by comforting the women who mourn for him, welcoming the 
repentant thief, forgiving his executioners, and surrendering to 
the Father. 
Reflect: What does Jesus’ attitude suggest? Can mercy over-

come injustice? Can evil be overcome by doing good? What does 
the phrase “Father, in your hands I commend my spirit” suggest? 
Pray: Lord Jesus! I put all my trust in you. From my weakness, 

I fear everything, but I expect everything from your kindness. 
May Christians continue to bear witness to your love in the world. 
Act: Support without fear and with conviction everything that 

promotes and defends life, even when it is publicly rejected by 
others. 



50 Then a member of the Jewish supreme council intervened, a good 
and righteous man named Joseph, 51 from the Judean town of Ari-
mathea. He had not agreed with the decision and action of his fellow 
members, and he lived uprightly in the hope of seeing the kingdom of 
God. 52 Joseph went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 53 He then took 
it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth and laid it in a yet unused tomb cut 
out of a rock. 

54 It was the day of preparation and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 So 
the women, who had come with Jesus from Galilee, followed Joseph to 
see the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Returning home, they pre-
pared perfumes and ointments. And on the Sabbath day, they rested, as 
the law required. 

225 LUKE   24       

LUKE 23:50-56 
Read: Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Jewish Council, 

claims the body of Jesus to give him a worthy burial. The women 
(disciples) who had accompanied the Master from Galilee are 
present. 
Reflect: And the disciples, the males, where are they? Is not 

the same thing happening in our current parishes? Are not 
women (our grandmothers, mothers, wives, and daughters) the 
ones who participate the most and make ecclesial life possible? 
What does all this suggest? 
Pray: Lord, give me courage and deep inner attitude to bear 

witness to you, and to actively collaborate in the life of my 
parish. 
Act: Speak openly and joyfully to your own people of the nec-

essary participation of all in the parish life. The Christian faith 
is a faith that is lived in community. 

The Lord has risen 
(Mk 16:1; Mt 28:1; Jn 20:1) 

241 On the Sabbath the women rested according to the command-
ment, but the first day of the week, at dawn, the women went to 

the tomb with the perfumes and ointments they had prepared. 2 Seeing 



the stone rolled away from the opening of the tomb, 3 they entered and 
were amazed to find that the body of the Lord Jesus was not there.  

4 As they stood there wondering about this, two men in dazzling gar-
ments suddenly stood before them. 5 In fright, the women bowed to the 
ground. But the men said, “Why look for the living among the dead? 
6 You won’t find him here. He is risen. Remember what he told you in 
Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man had to be given into the hands of sinners, 
to be crucified and to rise on the third day.” 8 And they remembered 
Jesus’ words. 

9 Returning from the tomb, they told the Eleven and all the others 
about these things. 10 Among the women who brought the news, were 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. 11 But, how-
ever much they insisted, those who heard did not believe the seemingly 
nonsensical story. 12 Then Peter got up and ran to the tomb. All he saw, 
when he bent down and looked into the tomb, were the linen cloths laid 
by themselves. He went home wondering. 
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LUKE 24:1-12 
Read: The women come to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body and 

hear the news he has been raised from the dead. They become 
the first apostles who announce Jesus is risen. When they tell 
the disciples Jesus is risen from the dead, their message is dis-
regarded as idle tales women tell. 
Reflect: When you hear that Jesus is risen, what do you think? 

What do you believe? What do you doubt? Can God triumph over 
evil? Notice the women are the first ones entrusted with the 
news of the resurrection. 
Pray: Lord, I believe. But increase my faith! 
Act: Read something today that will help you deepen and ex-

pand your faith. 

The road to Emmaus 
(Mk 16:12) 

13 That same day, two followers of Jesus were going to Emmaus, a vil-
lage seven miles from Jerusalem 14 and they were talking to each other 
about all the things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and 



debating these things, Jesus himself approached and began to accom-
pany them, 16 but their eyes were not able to recognize him. 

17 He asked, “What is it you are talking about?” The two stood still, 
looking sad. 18 Then the one named Cleophas answered, “Why, it seems 
you are the only traveler to Jerusalem who doesn’t know what has hap-
pened there these past few days.” 19 And he asked, “What is it?”  

They replied, “It is about Jesus of Nazareth. He was a prophet, you 
know, mighty in word and deed before God and the people. 20 But the 
chief priests and our rulers sentenced him to death. They handed him 
over to be crucified. 21 We had hoped that he would redeem Israel.  

It is now the third day since all this took place. 22 It is also true that 
some women of our group have disturbed us. When they went to the 
tomb at dawn, 23 they did not find his body; and they came and told us 
that they had had a vision of angels, who said that Jesus was alive. 
24 Some of our people went to the tomb and found everything just as the 
women had said, but they did not find a body in the tomb.” 

25 He said to them, “How dull you are, how slow of understanding! Is 
the message of the prophets too difficult for you to understand? 26 Is it 
not written that the Christ should suffer all this and then enter his glory?” 
27 Then, starting with Moses and going through the prophets, he ex-
plained to them everything in the Scriptures concerning himself. 

28 As they drew near the village they were heading for, Jesus made as 
if to go farther. 29 But they prevailed upon him, “Stay with us, for night 
comes quickly. The day is now almost over.” So he went in to stay with 
them. 30 When they were at table, he took the bread, said a blessing, 
broke it, and gave each a piece.  

31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, but he van-
ished out of their sight. 32 And they said to one another, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us when he was talking to us on the road and ex-
plaining the Scriptures?” 

33 They immediately set out and returned to Jerusalem. There they 
found the Eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were 
greeted by these words: “Yes, it is true, the Lord is risen! He has ap-
peared to Simon!” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the road 
to Emmaus and how Jesus had made himself known when he broke 
bread with them. 
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LUKE 24:13-35 
Read: Two disciples return disillusioned to their village after 

the death of Jesus. But Jesus meets them and on the way, he 
explains the Scriptures. Afterward, they invite him to stay and 
at the table, when he breaks the bread, they recognize his pres-
ence and immediately return to Jerusalem to announce what 
happened. 
Reflect: Do you discover the presence of God in the difficult 

moments of your life? How? Is the Eucharist a central event in 
your experience of faith? Which of the details in this story res-
onate with you, and why do you think that is? 
Pray: Stay with us, Lord! Enter our home, share our table, open 

our eyes to discover your life-giving and close presence, which 
encourages us to witness to your resurrection. 
Act: Go to Mass and then, at mealtime, share with your family 

how you recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 

Jesus appears to the apostles 
(Jn 20:19) 

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood in their 
midst. (He said to them, “Peace to you.”) 37 In their panic and fright, they 
thought they were seeing a ghost, 38 but he said to them, “Why are you 
upset, and how does such an idea cross your minds? 39 Look at my 
hands and feet, and see that it is I myself! Touch me and see for your-
selves, for a ghost has no flesh and bones as I have!” 40 (As he said this, 
he showed his hands and feet.) 

41 Their joy was so great that they still could not believe it as they were 
astonished; so he said to them, “Have you anything to eat?” 42 And they 
gave him a piece of broiled fish. 43 He took it and ate it before them. 

Last instructions 
44 Then Jesus said to them, “Remember the words I spoke to you when 

I was still with you: Everything written about me in the law of Moses, in 
the prophets and in the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures.  
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And he said, 46 “So it was written: the Messiah had to suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead. 47 Then repentance and forgiveness in his 
name would be proclaimed to all nations beginning from Jerusalem. 
48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 And that is why I will send 
you what my Father promised. So remain in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” 

50 Jesus led them almost as far as Bethany; then he lifted up his hands 
and blessed them. 51 And as he blessed them, he withdrew and was taken 
to heaven. 52 They worshiped him and then returned to Jerusalem full of 
joy; 53 and they were continually in the temple, praising God.
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LUKE 24:36-53 
Read: Jesus appears to the disciples, gives them a guarantee 

of his resurrected presence, and after leading them to Bethany, 
blesses them and ascends to heaven. The disciples, on the other 
hand, return to Jerusalem and spend their time blessing God. 
Reflect: Since you have not enjoyed the opportunity of touch-

ing the Risen Lord’s body and having lunch with him, why do 
you believe in the resurrection of Jesus? Do you feel the living 
presence of the Lord in the midst of your life? How? How do 
you share your experience of the Risen Lord with others? 
Pray: Lord Jesus, may your Spirit encourage us so that we can 

bear witness with our lives that you are alive and risen, that 
you have conquered death, and that the kingdom of your 
Father becomes more and more present in our world. 
Act: May your life witness at every moment the victory of 

Jesus, of life over death. Alleluia!
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