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Read 1 Kings 1:1-27

Once the monarchy has been
established, the big question is who
will succeed David. Factions are
formed and claimants championed
in an effort to take power.

Reflect: Consider the lengths to
which people will go to become
powerful. Are the strategies we use
always worth their effect on others
and ourselves?

Pray: Ask for the ability to re-
main calm in times of crisis and to
accept God's decision on these
critical matters.

Act: Seek out ways to participate
in the establishment of a just socie-
ty and encourage our leaders to
work toward this goal.
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1 KINGS

The Struggle for the Succession

King David was old and advanced in years; and al-

though they covered him with clothes, he could not
get warm. 2 So his servants said to him, “Let a young
virgin be sought for my lord the king, and let her wait on
the king, and be his attendant; let her lie in your bosom,
so that my lord the king may be warm.” 3So they
searched for a beautiful girl throughout all the territory
of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and
brought her to the king. 4 The girl was very beautiful.
She became the king’s attendant and served him, but
the king did not know her sexually.

5 Now Adonijah son of Haggith exalted himself, say-
ing, “I will be king”; he prepared for himself chariots and
horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 His father
had never at any time displeased him by asking, “Why
have you done thus and so?” He was also a very hand-
some man, and he was born next after Absalom. 7 He
conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with the priest
Abiathar, and they supported Adonijah. 8 But the priest
Zadok, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the prophet
Nathan, and Shimei, and Rei, and David’s own warriors
did not side with Adonijah.

9 Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fatted cattle
by the stone Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel, and he
invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the roy-
al officials of Judah, 10 but he did not invite the prophet
Nathan or Benaiah or the warriors or his brother Sol-
omon.
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Read 1 Kings 1:28-53

With the help of Nathan and Bath-
sheba, Solomon is acknowledged
as David's successor and is anoint-
ed by the high priest Zadok. Adoni-
jah is forced to accept this choice.

Reflect: In every political pro-
cess there are winners and losers.
The true test of a leader is to be
able to accept defeat and work for
the unification and benefit of the
nation.

Pray: Ask for acceptance in the
face of personal disappointment
and pray for the success of those
who are responsible for national
leadership.

Act: Respect the process of suc-
cession and celebrate the inaugura-
tion of new leadership with its pos-
sibilities for renewal and change.

a Gk: Heb the commanders
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11 Then Nathan said to Bathsheba, Solomon’s
mother, “Have you not heard that Adonijah son of Hag-
gith has become king and our lord David does not know
it? 12 Now therefore come, let me give you advice, so
that you may save your own life and the life of your son
Solomon. 13 Go in at once to King David, and say to
him, ‘Did you not, my lord the king, swear to your ser-
vant, saying: Your son Solomon shall succeed me as
king, and he shall sit on my throne? Why then is Adoni-
jah king?’ 14 Then while you are still there speaking with
the king, | will come in after you and confirm your
words.”

15 So Bathsheba went to the king in his room. The
king was very old; Abishag the Shunammite was at-
tending the king. 16 Bathsheba bowed and did obei-
sance to the king, and the king said, “What do you
wish?” 17 She said to him, “My lord, you swore to your
servant by the LorD your God, saying: Your son
Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he shall sit on
my throne. 18 But now suddenly Adonijah has become
king, though you, my lord the king, do not know it.
19 He has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in
abundance, and has invited all the children of the king,
the priest Abiathar, and Joab the commander of the
army; but your servant Solomon he has not invited.
20 But you, my lord the king—the eyes of all Israel are
on you to tell them who shall sit on the throne of my
lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it will come to pass,
when my lord the king sleeps with his ancestors, that
my son Solomon and | will be counted offenders.”

22 While she was still speaking with the king, the
prophet Nathan came in. 23 The king was told, “Here is
the prophet Nathan.” When he came in before the king,
he did obeisance to the king, with his face to the
ground. 24 Nathan said, “My lord the king, have you
said, ‘Adonijah shall succeed me as king, and he shall
sit on my throne’? 25 For today he has gone down and
has sacrificed oxen, fatted cattle, and sheep in abun-
dance, and has invited all the king’s children, Joab the
commandera of the army, and the priest Abiathar, who
are now eating and drinking before him, and saying,
‘Long live King Adonijah!" 26 But he did not invite me,
your servant, and the priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of
Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon. 27 Has this thing
been brought about by my lord the king and you have
not let your servants know who should sit on the throne
of my lord the king after him?”

The Accession of Solomon

28 King David answered, “Summon Bathsheba to
me.” So she came into the king’s presence, and stood
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before the king. 29 The king swore, saying,
“As the LORD lives, who has saved my life
from every adversity, 30 as | swore to you
by the LORrD, the God of Israel, ‘Your son
Solomon shall succeed me as king, and he
shall sit on my throne in my place,’ so will
| do this day.” 3! Then Bathsheba bowed
with her face to the ground, and did obei-
sance to the king, and said, “May my lord
King David live forever!”

32 King David said, “Summon to me
the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and
Benaiah son of Jehoiada.” When they
came before the king, 33 the king said to
them, “Take with you the servants of your
lord, and have my son Solomon ride on my
own mule, and bring him down to Gihon.
34 There let the priest Zadok and the proph-
et Nathan anoint him king over Israel; then
blow the trumpet, and say, ‘Long live King
Solomon!’ 35 You shall go up following him.
Let him enter and sit on my throne; he shall
be king in my place; for | have appointed
him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.”
36 Benaiah son of Jehoiada answered the
king, “Amen! May the LORD, the God of my
lord the king, so ordain. 37 As the LORD has
been with my lord the king, so may he be
with Solomon, and make his throne greater
than the throne of my lord King David.”

38 So the priest Zadok, the prophet Na-
than, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and the
Cherethites and the Pelethites, went down
and had Solomon ride on King David’s
mule, and led him to Gihon. 39 There the
priest Zadok took the horn of oil from the
tent and anointed Solomon. Then they
blew the trumpet, and all the people said,
“Long live King Solomon!” 40 And all the
people went up following him, playing on
pipes and rejoicing with great joy, so that
the earth quaked at their noise.

41 Adonijah and all the guests who
were with him heard it as they finished
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feasting. When Joab heard the sound of the
trumpet, he said, “Why is the city in an up-
roar?” 42While he was still speaking,
Jonathan son of the priest Abiathar arrived.
Adonijah said, “Come in, for you are a wor-
thy man and surely you bring good news.”
43 Jonathan answered Adonijah, “No, for
our lord King David has made Solomon
king; 44the king has sent with him the
priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Be-
naiah son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites
and the Pelethites; and they had him ride
on the king’s mule; 45 the priest Zadok and
the prophet Nathan have anointed him king
at Gihon; and they have gone up from there
rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar.
This is the noise that you heard. 46 Solo-
mon now sits on the royal throne. 47 More-
over the king's servants came to congratu-
late our lord King David, saying, ‘May God
make the name of Solomon more famous
than yours, and make his throne greater
than your throne.” The king bowed in wor-
ship on the bed 48 and went on to pray thus,
‘Blessed be the Lorp, the God of Israel,
who today has granted one of my offspringa
to sit on my throne and permitted me to
witness it.””

49 Then all the guests of Adonijah got
up trembling and went their own ways.
50 Adonijah, fearing Solomon, got up and
went to grasp the horns of the altar. 51 Sol-
omon was informed, “Adonijah is afraid of
King Solomon; see, he has laid hold of the
horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let King Solo-
mon swear to me first that he will not kill
his servant with the sword.”” 52 So Solomon
responded, “If he proves to be a worthy
man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the
ground; but if wickedness is found in him,
he shall die.” 53 Then King Solomon sent to
have him brought down from the altar. He
came to do obeisance to King Solomon;
and Solomon said to him, “Go home.”

David’s Instruction to Solomon

When David’s time to die drew near, he charged his
son Solomon, saying: 2 “l am about to go the way of
all the earth. Be strong, be courageous, 3 and keep the

a Gk: Heb one

charge of the LorD your God, walking in his ways and
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Read 1 Kings 2:1-11

In what functions as a last will
and testament, David instructs
Solomon to be faithful to the cov-
enant, reiterates the promise of the
everlasting covenant to the Davidic
house (2 Sam 7:10-16), and pro-
vides a checklist of persons to be
punished or rewarded after his
death.

Reflect: As death approaches,
we often relive aspects of our life
and wish to pass on a legacy to our
family. Most important, we look for
closure on unfinished business and
hope for a bright future for those
we cherish.

Pray: Ask for a charitable heart
in dealing with those who may
have wronged you. Pray that your
family may remain faithful to the
promises of God.

Act: Work with the members of
your family to prepare them to
eventually become leaders and role
models for the next generation.

|
|
Read 1 Kings 2:12-46

New regimes often face chal-
lenges from those who wish to take
power from them and this can lead
to a purge of potential enemies and
their supporters. Solomon elimi-
nates his competition and fulfills
David’s instructions to deal harshly
with Joab and Shimei.

Reflect: While the Christian ide-
al is to forgive, governments and
their leaders fear above all things
those who can bring them down.
Consider how this attitude could
be changed and conflict set aside.

Pray: Ask for the ability to medi-
ate disputes. Pray for those who
use force instead of persuasion to
solve problems.

Act: Work for a just society. Treat
others in a fair and consistent man-
ner, and avoid the desire to take re-
venge.
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keeping his statutes, his commandments, his ordi-
nances, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of
Moses, so that you may prosper in all that you do and
wherever you turn. 4 Then the LorD will establish his
word that he spoke concerning me: ‘If your heirs take
heed to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with
all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail
you a successor on the throne of Israel.’

5 “Moreover you know also what Joab son of Zer-
uiah did to me, how he dealt with the two commanders
of the armies of Israel, Abner son of Ner, and Amasa
son of Jether, whom he murdered, retaliating in time of
peace for blood that had been shed in war, and putting
the blood of war on the belt around his waist, and on the
sandals on his feet. 6 Act therefore according to your
wisdom, but do not let his gray head go down to Sheol
in peace. 7Deal loyally, however, with the sons of
Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those
who eat at your table; for with such loyalty they met me
when | fled from your brother Absalom. 8 There is also
with you Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite from
Bahurim, who cursed me with a terrible curse on the
day when [ went to Mahanaim; but when he came down
to meet me at the Jordan, | swore to him by the LORD,
‘[ will not put you to death with the sword.” ® Therefore
do not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man; you
will know what you ought to do to him, and you must
bring his gray head down with blood to Sheol.”

Death of David

10 Then David slept with his ancestors, and was
buried in the city of David. 11 The time that David
reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven
years in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem.
12 So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and
his kingdom was firmly established.

Solomon Consolidates His Reign

13 Then Adonijah son of Haggith came to Bath-
sheba, Solomon’s mother. She asked, “Do you come
peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably.” 14 Then he said,
“May | have a word with you?” She said, “Go on.” 15 He
said, “You know that the kingdom was mine, and that
all Israel expected me to reign; however, the kingdom
has turned about and become my brother’s, for it was
his from the LorD. 16 And now | have one request to
make of you; do not refuse me.” She said to him, “Go
on.” 17 He said, “Please ask King Solomon—he will not
refuse you—to give me Abishag the Shunammite as my
wife.” 18 Bathsheba said, “Very well; | will speak to the
king on your behalf.”
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19 So Bathsheba went to King Solo-
mon, to speak to him on behalf of Adoni-
jah. The king rose to meet her, and bowed
down to her; then he sat on his throne, and
had a throne brought for the king’s mother,
and she sat on his right. 20 Then she said, I
have one small request to make of you; do
not refuse me.” And the king said to her,
“Make your request, my mother; for [ will
not refuse you.” 2! She said, “Let Abishag
the Shunammite be given to your brother
Adonijah as his wife.” 22 King Solomon an-
swered his mother, “And why do you ask
Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah?
Ask for him the kingdom as well! For he is
my elder brother; ask not only for him but
also for the priest Abiathar and for Joab
son of Zeruiah!” 23Then King Solomon
swore by the LORrD, “So may God do to me,
and more also, for Adonijah has devised
this scheme at the risk of his life! 24 Now
therefore as the LOrD lives, who has estab-
lished me and placed me on the throne of
my father David, and who has made me a
house as he promised, today Adonijah
shall be put to death.” 25 So King Solomon
sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada; he struck
him down, and he died.

26 The king said to the priest Abiathar,
“Go to Anathoth, to your estate; for you de-
serve death. But | will not at this time put
you to death, because you carried the ark
of the Lord Gop before my father David,
and because you shared in all the hard-
ships my father endured.” 27 So Solomon
banished Abiathar from being priest to the
Lorp, thus fulfilling the word of the LOorRD
that he had spoken concerning the house
of Eli in Shiloh.

28 When the news came to Joab—for
Joab had supported Adonijah though he
had not supported Absalom—Joab fled to
the tent of the LORD and grasped the horns
of the altar. 22 When it was told King Sol-
omon, “Joab has fled to the tent of the
LoRrD and now is beside the altar,” Solomon
sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go,
strike him down.” 30 So Benaiah came to
the tent of the LORD and said to him, ‘The
king commands, “Come out.”” But he said,
“No, | will die here.” Then Benaiah brought
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the king word again, saying, “Thus said
Joab, and thus he answered me.” 31 The
king replied to him, “Do as he has said,
strike him down and bury him; and thus
take away from me and from my father’s
house the guilt for the blood that Joab shed
without cause. 32 The LorD will bring back
his bloody deeds on his own head, be-
cause, without the knowledge of my father
David, he attacked and killed with the
sword two men more righteous and better
than himself, Abner son of Ner, command-
er of the army of Israel, and Amasa son of
Jether, commander of the army of Judah.
33 So shall their blood come back on the
head of Joab and on the head of his de-
scendants forever; but to David, and to his
descendants, and to his house, and to his
throne, there shall be peace from the LorRD
forevermore.” 34 Then Benaiah son of Je-
hoiada went up and struck him down and
killed him; and he was buried at his own
house near the wilderness. 35 The king put
Benaiah son of Jehoiada over the army in
his place, and the king put the priest Zadok
in the place of Abiathar.

36 Then the king sent and summoned
Shimei, and said to him, “Build yourself a
house in Jerusalem, and live there, and do
not go out from there to any place whatev-
er. 37 For on the day you go out, and cross
the Wadi Kidron, know for certain that you
shall die; your blood shall be on your own
head.” 38 And Shimei said to the king, “The
sentence is fair; as my lord the king has
said, so will your servant do.” So Shimei
lived in Jerusalem many days.

39 But it happened at the end of three
years that two of Shimei’s slaves ran away
to King Achish son of Maacah of Gath.
When it was told Shimei, “Your slaves are
in Gath,” 40 Shimei arose and saddled a
donkey, and went to Achish in Gath, to
search for his slaves; Shimei went and
brought his slaves from Gath. 4! When Sol-
omon was told that Shimei had gone from
Jerusalem to Gath and returned, 42 the king
sent and summoned Shimei, and said to
him, “Did | not make you swear by the
LorD, and solemnly adjure you, saying,
‘Know for certain that on the day you go
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out and dgo to any place whatever, you shall
die’? And you said to me, ‘The sentence is
fair; 1 accept.” 43 Why then have you not
kept your oath to the LorD and the com-
mandment with which [ charged you?”
44 The king also said to Shimei, “You know
in your own heart all the evil that you did to
my father David; so the LorD will bring

444

back your evil on your own head. 45 But
King Solomon shall be blessed, and the
throne of David shall be established before
the LorD forever.” 46 Then the king com-
manded Benaiah son of Jehoiada; and he
went out and struck him down, and he died.

So the kingdom was established in the
hand of Solomon.

Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom

Read 1 Kings 3:1-15

Solomon is given the opportuni-
ty to ask for a divine gift and he
chooses an “understanding mind”
so that he can rule his people more
effectively. His request sets up a se-
ries of episodes displaying his wis-
dom.

Reflect: What would we request
if given a chance to ask something
of God?

Pray: Pray for the understanding
to make good choices that help
others.

Act: Learn from Solomon’s
choice that riches, a long life, and
revenge are short-term gifts, but
wisdom is a lifelong treasure. Make
choices based on wise counsel and
the desire to work for the benefit
of all.

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh

king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter and
brought her into the city of David, until he had finished
building his own house and the house of the LOrRD and
the wall around Jerusalem. 2 The people were sacrific-
ing at the high places, however, because no house had
yet been built for the name of the LORD.

3 Solomon loved the LorD, walking in the statutes of
his father David; only, he sacrificed and offered incense
at the high places. 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacri-
fice there, for that was the principal high place;
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on
that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in
a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what [ should give
you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because
he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have
kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have giv-
en him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now,
O Lorp my God, you have made your servant king in
place of my father David, although | am only a little
child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. ? Give your servant therefore
an understanding mind to govern your people, able to
discern between good and evil; for who can govern this
your great people?”

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.
11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and
have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the
life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself under-
standing to discern what is right, 121 now do according
to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one
like you shall arise after you. 13 [ give you also what you
have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no
other king shall compare with you. 4 If you will walk in
my ways, keeping my statutes and my command-
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Read 1 Kings 3:16-28

Solomon’s wisdom is demon-
strated by his judgment in the case
of the two prostitutes. He deter-
mines the true mother and shows
himself willing to provide justice to
all classes of people.

Reflect: Consider the rival
claims of the two women and the
use of basic psychology to reveal
the truth. Note that contention can
often be resolved through simple
questioning.

Pray: Ask for the patience to
hear others’ concerns and the un-
derstanding needed to help bring
an end to disputes.

Act: Strive to treat all people
with equal concern and provide
them with your best judgment
when asked to do so.

|
|
Read 1 Kings 4:1-20

In organizing his kingdom Solo-
mon identifies and appoints indi-
viduals to oversee the various lands
and departments of the national
government. This first attempt at
creating a working bureaucracy
provides a model for future rulers

and strengthens governmental effi-
ciency.

Reflect: Consider how the oper-
ations of large and small organiza-
tions are built on the foundation of
its leaders and their representa-
tives. The process of choosing qual-
ified and loyal employees is often
the key to success.

Pray: Ask for the ability to dis-
cern talent and potential when
working in a group.

Act: Be willing to offer guidance
when in charge of a group project
and your best efforts when you are
a member of an organization.
Learn to make your own ambitions
subsidiary or complementary to the
welfare of your workplace.

1 KINGS 4

ments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen
your life.”

15 Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He
came to Jerusalem where he stood before the ark of the
covenant of the LorD. He offered up burnt offerings and
offerings of well-being, and provided a feast for all his
servants.

Solomon’s Wisdom in Judgment

16 Later, two women who were prostitutes came to
the king and stood before him. 17 The one woman said,
“Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the same
house; and | gave birth while she was in the house.
18 Then on the third day after | gave birth, this woman
also gave birth. We were together; there was no one
else with us in the house, only the two of us were in the
house. 19 Then this woman’s son died in the night, be-
cause she lay on him. 20 She got up in the middle of the
night and took my son from beside me while your ser-
vant slept. She laid him at her breast, and laid her dead
son at my breast. 2! When [ rose in the morning to nurse
my son, | saw that he was dead; but when I looked at
him closely in the morning, clearly it was not the son |
had borne.” 22 But the other woman said, “No, the living
son is mine, and the dead son is yours.” The first said,
“No, the dead son is yours, and the living son is mine.”
So they argued before the king.

23 Then the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my
son that is alive, and your son is dead’; while the other
says, ‘Not so! Your son is dead, and my son is the liv-
ing one.’” 24 So the king said, “Bring me a sword,” and
they brought a sword before the king. 25 The king said,
“Divide the living boy in two; then give half to the one,
and half to the other.” 26 But the woman whose son was
alive said to the king—because compassion for her son
burned within her—“Please, my lord, give her the living
boy; certainly do not kill him!” The other said, “It shall
be neither mine nor yours; divide it.” 27 Then the king
responded: “Give the first woman the living boy; do not
kill him. She is his mother.” 28 All Israel heard of the
judgment that the king had rendered; and they stood in
awe of the king, because they perceived that the wis-
dom of God was in him, to execute justice.

Solomon’s Administrative Officers

King Solomon was king over all Israel, 2 and these
were his high officials: Azariah son of Zadok was
the priest; 3 Elihoreph and Ahijah sons of Shisha were
secretaries; Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was recorder;
4Benaiah son of Jehoiada was in command of the
army; Zadok and Abiathar were priests; 5> Azariah son of
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Read 1 Kings 4:21-34

This passage gives further evi-
dence of Solomon’s wisdom by de-
scribing his well-planned provision-
ing of the palace, his benevolent
rule over surrounding territories
that brought peace to his people,
and his remarkable knowledge of
the natural world.

Reflect: It is interesting to con-
sider Solomon’s areas of expertise
in relation to those usually found in
national leaders. The vast range of
interests and abilities speak to the
complexity of ruling a nation either
through one’s own knowledge or
with the aid of advisers.

Pray: Like Solomon, we should
ask for the understanding necessary
to provide aid to others and to con-
tribute to an era of peace and se-

curity.

Act: Given the multiple issues
we face in coping with environ-
mental, political, and social change,
we should work to be good stew-
ards of the resources we have been
given.

a Ch 5.1in Heb
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Nathan was over the officials; Zabud son of Nathan was
priest and king's friend; 6 Ahishar was in charge of the
palace; and Adoniram son of Abda was in charge of the
forced labor.

7 Solomon had twelve officials over all Israel, who
provided food for the king and his household; each one
had to make provision for one month in the year.
8 These were their names: Ben-hur, in the hill country of
Ephraim; 9 Ben-deker, in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth-she-
mesh, and Elon-beth-hanan; 1° Ben-hesed, in Arubboth
(to him belonged Socoh and all the land of Hepher);
11 Ben-abinadab, in all Naphath-dor (he had Taphath,
Solomon’s daughter, as his wife); 12 Baana son of Ahi-
lud, in Taanach, Megiddo, and all Beth-shean, which is
beside Zarethan below Jezreel, and from Beth-shean to
Abel-meholah, as far as the other side of Jokmeam;
13 Ben-geber, in Ramoth-gilead (he had the villages of
Jair son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead, and he had the
region of Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty great cities
with walls and bronze bars); 14 Ahinadab son of Iddo, in
Mahanaim; !5 Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he had taken Base-
math, Solomon’s daughter, as his wife); 16 Baana son of
Hushai, in Asher and Bealoth; 17 Jehoshaphat son of
Paruah, in Issachar; 18 Shimei son of Ela, in Benjamin;
19 Geber son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, the country of
King Sihon of the Amorites and of King Og of Bashan.
And there was one official in the land of Judah.

Magnificence of Solomon’s Rule

20 Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand
by the sea; they ate and drank and were happy.
21a Solomon was sovereign over all the kingdoms from
the Euphrates to the land of the Philistines, even to the
border of Egypt; they brought tribute and served Sol-
omon all the days of his life.

22 Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty cors
of choice flour, and sixty cors of meal, 23 ten fat oxen,
and twenty pasture-fed cattle, one hundred sheep, be-
sides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fatted fowl. 24 For he
had dominion over all the region west of the Euphrates
from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings west of the Eu-
phrates; and he had peace on all sides. 25 During Solo-
mon’s lifetime Judah and Israel lived in safety, from Dan
even to Beer-sheba, all of them under their vines and fig
trees. 26 Solomon also had forty thousand stalls of hors-
es for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen.
27 Those officials supplied provisions for King Solomon
and for all who came to King Solomon'’s table, each one
in his month; they let nothing be lacking. 28 They also
brought to the required place barley and straw for the
horses and swift steeds, each according to his charge.
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Fame of Solomon’s Wisdom

29 God gave Solomon very great wis-
dom, discernment, and breadth of under-
standing as vast as the sand on the sea-
shore, 30so that Solomon’s wisdom
surpassed the wisdom of all the people of
the east, and all the wisdom of Egypt. 3! He
was wiser than anyone else, wiser than
Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and
Darda, children of Mahol; his fame spread
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throughout all the surrounding nations. 32 He
composed three thousand proverbs, and his
songs numbered a thousand and five. 33 He
would speak of trees, from the cedar that is
in the Lebanon to the hyssop that grows in
the wall; he would speak of animals, and
birds, and reptiles, and fish. 34 People came
from all the nations to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; they came from all the kings of
the earth who had heard of his wisdom.

Read 1 Kings 5

Lacking the skilled workers or
stands of forests in Israel to con-
struct the Jerusalem temple, Sol-
omon negotiates a treaty with King
Hiram of Tyre in Phoenicia to fill
this need.

Reflect: Major projects require
careful planning. Consider all of
the details that must have gone into
gathering the raw materials, re-
cruiting the skilled artisans, and de-
veloping a logistical plan for con-
structing the temple.

Pray: Ask for the vision to see
the “big picture” when planning
events or buildings. Pray for the
ability to work cooperatively with
others.

Act: Learn to recognize that
longed-for goals can be achieved
through careful planning. Recog-
nize that great things can be ac-
complished by developing a system
of complementary bargaining, trad-
ing what you have in abundance
for what you lack.

2 Ch5.15 in Heb
b Ck Tg Vg: Heb my feet or his feet

Preparations and Materials for the Temple

Sa Now King Hiram of Tyre sent his servants to Sol-

omon, when he heard that they had anointed him
king in place of his father; for Hiram had always been a
friend to David. 2 Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying,
3 “You know that my father David could not build a
house for the name of the LorD his God because of the
warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until
the LORD put them under the soles of his feet.> 4 But now
the LorRD my God has given me rest on every side; there
is neither adversary nor misfortune. 5So | intend to
build a house for the name of the Lorb my God, as the
LORD said to my father David, ‘Your son, whom [ will set
on your throne in your place, shall build the house for
my name.’ 6 Therefore command that cedars from the
Lebanon be cut for me. My servants will join your ser-
vants, and [ will give you whatever wages you set for
your servants; for you know that there is no one among
us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians.”

7 When Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he re-
joiced greatly, and said, “Blessed be the LORD today,
who has given to David a wise son to be over this great
people.” 8 Hiram sent word to Solomon, “l have heard
the message that you have sent to me; | will fulfill all
your needs in the matter of cedar and cypress timber.
9 My servants shall bring it down to the sea from the
Lebanon; [ will make it into rafts to go by sea to the
place you indicate. [ will have them broken up there for
you to take away. And you shall meet my needs by pro-
viding food for my household.” 19 So Hiram supplied
Solomon’s every need for timber of cedar and cypress.
11 Solomon in turn gave Hiram twenty thousand cors of
wheat as food for his household, and twenty cors of fine
oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year. 12 So the
LorD gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him.
There was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and the
two of them made a treaty.

13 King Solomon conscripted forced labor out of all
Israel; the levy numbered thirty thousand men. 14 He
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sent them to the Lebanon, ten thousand a
month in shifts; they would be a month in
the Lebanon and two months at home;
Adoniram was in charge of the forced labor.
15 Solomon also had seventy thousand la-
borers and eighty thousand stonecutters in
the hill country, 16 besides Solomon’s three
thousand three hundred supervisors who

448

were over the work, having charge of the
people who did the work. 17 At the king’s
command, they quarried out great, costly
stones in order to lay the foundation of the
house with dressed stones. 18 So Solomon’s
builders and Hiram’s builders and the Ge-
balites did the stonecutting and prepared
the timber and the stone to build the house.

Read 1 Kings 6

The seven-year construction
process for the Jerusalem temple is
recounted and its rich materials
and furnishings are described.
Solomon is reminded that this is a
monument not to his power but to
the covenant with Yahweh.

Reflect: The resources and effort
that go into church construction
should be an expression of the de-
votion of the people to their rela-
tionship with God. Note that the
desire to create a rich background
for worship can become an obses-
sion that obstructs our view of
God's gifts.

Pray: Ask for a humble spirit
when  glorifying God’s creation
through the building or renovation
of worship space.

Act: Make it clear to others that
sacred space facilitates worship,
but does not exclude the possibili-
ties of worshiping God anywhere
and at any time.

2 Ck: Meaning of Heb uncertain
b Gk: Heb structure
¢ Heb lacks each story

Solomon Builds the Temple

In the four hundred eightieth year after the Israelites

came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which
is the second month, he began to build the house of the
LORD. 2 The house that King Solomon built for the LORD
was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and thirty cu-
bits high. 3 The vestibule in front of the nave of the house
was twenty cubits wide, across the width of the house.
Its depth was ten cubits in front of the house. 4 For the
house he made windows with recessed frames.2 5 He
also built a structure against the wall of the house, run-
ning around the walls of the house, both the nave and
the inner sanctuary; and he made side chambers all
around. € The lowest story® was five cubits wide, the
middle one was six cubits wide, and the third was seven
cubits wide; for around the outside of the house he made
offsets on the wall in order that the supporting beams
should not be inserted into the walls of the house.

7 The house was built with stone finished at the
quarry, so that neither hammer nor ax nor any tool of
iron was heard in the temple while it was being built.

8 The entrance for the middle story was on the south
side of the house: one went up by winding stairs to the
middle story, and from the middle story to the third.
9 So he built the house, and finished it; he roofed the
house with beams and planks of cedar. 10 He built the
structure against the whole house, each story¢ five cu-
bits high, and it was joined to the house with timbers of
cedar.

11 Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon,
12 “Concerning this house that you are building, if you
will walk in my statutes, obey my ordinances, and keep
all my commandments by walking in them, then [ will
establish my promise with you, which I made to your fa-
ther David. 13 will dwell among the children of Israel,
and will not forsake my people Israel.”

14 So Solomon built the house, and finished it. 15 He
lined the walls of the house on the inside with boards of
cedar; from the floor of the house to the rafters of the
ceiling, he covered them on the inside with wood; and
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he covered the floor of the house with
boards of cypress. 16 He built twenty cubits
of the rear of the house with boards of
cedar from the floor to the rafters, and he
built this within as an inner sanctuary, as
the most holy place. 17 The house, that is,
the nave in front of the inner sanctuary,
was forty cubits long. 18 The cedar within
the house had carvings of gourds and open
flowers; all was cedar, no stone was seen.
19 The inner sanctuary he prepared in the
innermost part of the house, to set there the
ark of the covenant of the LorD. 20 The in-
terior of the inner sanctuary was twenty cu-
bits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty
cubits high; he overlaid it with pure gold.
He also overlaid the altar with cedar.
21 Solomon overlaid the inside of the house
with pure gold, then he drew chains of gold
across, in front of the inner sanctuary, and
overlaid it with gold. 22 Next he overlaid
the whole house with gold, in order that the
whole house might be perfect; even the
whole altar that belonged to the inner sanc-
tuary he overlaid with gold.

The Furnishings of the Temple

23 In the inner sanctuary he made two
cherubim of olivewood, each ten cubits
high. 24 Five cubits was the length of one
wing of the cherub, and five cubits the
length of the other wing of the cherub; it
was ten cubits from the tip of one wing to
the tip of the other. 25 The other cherub
also measured ten cubits; both cherubim
had the same measure and the same form.
26 The height of one cherub was ten cubits,
and so was that of the other cherub. 27 He
put the cherubim in the innermost part of
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the house; the wings of the cherubim were
spread out so that a wing of one was touch-
ing the one wall, and a wing of the other
cherub was touching the other wall; their
other wings toward the center of the house
were touching wing to wing. 28 He also
overlaid the cherubim with gold.

29 He carved the walls of the house all
around about with carved engravings of
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, in
the inner and outer rooms. 30 The floor of
the house he overlaid with gold, in the in-
ner and outer rooms.

31 For the entrance to the inner sanctu-
ary he made doors of olivewood; the lintel
and the doorposts were five-sided.2 32 He
covered the two doors of olivewood with
carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open
flowers; he overlaid them with gold, and
spread gold on the cherubim and on the
palm trees.

33 So also he made for the entrance to
the nave doorposts of olivewood, four-
sided each, 34and two doors of cypress
wood; the two leaves of the one door were
folding, and the two leaves of the other
door were folding. 35 He carved cherubim,
palm trees, and open flowers, overlaying
them with gold evenly applied upon the
carved work. 36 He built the inner court with
three courses of dressed stone to one
course of cedar beams.

37 In the fourth year the foundation of
the house of the LorRD was laid, in the
month of Ziv. 38 In the eleventh year, in the
month of Bul, which is the eighth month,
the house was finished in all its parts, and
according to all its specifications. He was
seven years in building it.

Solomon’s Palace and Other Buildings

Solomon was building his own house thirteen years,

and he finished his entire house.

2 He built the House of the Forest of the Lebanon
one hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide, and thirty
cubits high, built on four rows of cedar pillars, with
cedar beams on the pillars. 3 It was roofed with cedar on
the forty-five rafters, fifteen in each row, which were on
the pillars. 4 There were window frames in the three

2 Meaning of Heb uncertain

rows, facing each other in the three rows. 5 All the door-
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Read 1 Kings 7

Further details are provided on
the construction and furnishing of
both Solomon’s palace and the
temple in Jerusalem. Of particular
interest are the molten sea, the
carved wooden panels, and the
various implements used for sacri-
fice and the burning of incense.

Reflect: The mechanical aspects
of worship are sometimes taken for
granted or little understood. Most
traditions employ sacred objects or
provide edifying decoration to both
please the eye and relate the sa-
cred story.

Pray: Ask for a keen eye to rec-
ognize the efforts of artisans to pro-
vide beauty and instruction in
church buildings and for an inquir-
ing mind to seek out explanations
that will deepen understanding.

Act: Make an effort to thank
those responsible for the construc-
tion and furnishing of sacred build-
ings and to learn more about the
use of sacred objects in worship.

2 Cn: Heb and a cord of twelve cubits
encircled the second pillar ; Compare Jer
52.21

b Heb: Ck a net
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ways and doorposts had four-sided frames, opposite,
facing each other in the three rows.

6 He made the Hall of Pillars fifty cubits long and
thirty cubits wide. There was a porch in front with pil-
lars, and a canopy in front of them.

7 He made the Hall of the Throne where he was to
pronounce judgment, the Hall of Justice, covered with
cedar from floor to floor.

8 His own house where he would reside, in the other
court back of the hall, was of the same construction.
Solomon also made a house like this hall for Pharaoh’s
daughter, whom he had taken in marriage.

9 All these were made of costly stones, cut accord-
ing to measure, sawed with saws, back and front, from
the foundation to the coping, and from outside to the
great court. 19 The foundation was of costly stones, huge
stones, stones of eight and ten cubits. 11 There were
costly stones above, cut to measure, and cedarwood.
12The great court had three courses of dressed stone to
one layer of cedar beams all around; so had the inner
court of the house of the LORrD, and the vestibule of the
house.

Products of Hiram the Bronzeworker

13 Now King Solomon invited and received Hiram
from Tyre. 14 He was the son of a widow of the tribe of
Naphtali, whose father, a man of Tyre, had been an ar-
tisan in bronze; he was full of skill, intelligence, and
knowledge in working bronze. He came to King Solo-
mon, and did all his work.

15 He cast two pillars of bronze. Eighteen cubits was
the height of the one, and a cord of twelve cubits would
encircle it; the second pillar was the same.a 16 He also
made two capitals of molten bronze, to set on the tops
of the pillars; the height of the one capital was five cu-
bits, and the height of the other capital was five cubits.
17 There were nets of checker work with wreaths of
chain work for the capitals on the tops of the pillars;
sevenb for the one capital, and sevenb for the other cap-
ital. 18 He made the columns with two rows around each
latticework to cover the capitals that were above the
pomegranates; he did the same with the other capital.
19 Now the capitals that were on the tops of the pillars
in the vestibule were of lily-work, four cubits high.
20 The capitals were on the two pillars and also above
the rounded projection that was beside the latticework;
there were two hundred pomegranates in rows all
around; and so with the other capital. 2! He set up the
pillars at the vestibule of the temple; he set up the pillar
on the south and called it Jachin; and he set up the pil-
lar on the north and called it Boaz. 22 On the tops of the
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pillars was lily-work. Thus the work of the
pillars was finished.

23 Then he made the molten sea; it was
round, ten cubits from brim to brim, and
five cubits high. A line of thirty cubits would
encircle it completely. 24 Under its brim
were panels all around it, each of ten cu-
bits, surrounding the sea; there were two
rows of panels, cast when it was cast. 25 It
stood on twelve oxen, three facing north,
three facing west, three facing south, and
three facing east; the sea was set on them.
The hindquarters of each were toward the
inside. 26 Its thickness was a handbreadth;
its brim was made like the brim of a cup,
like the flower of a lily; it held two thousand
baths.2

27 He also made the ten stands of
bronze; each stand was four cubits long,
four cubits wide, and three cubits high.
28 This was the construction of the stands:
they had borders; the borders were within
the frames; 29 on the borders that were set
in the frames were lions, oxen, and cheru-
bim. On the frames, both above and below
the lions and oxen, there were wreaths of
beveled work. 30Each stand had four
bronze wheels and axles of bronze; at the
four corners were supports for a basin. The
supports were cast with wreaths at the side
of each. 3! Its opening was within the crown
whose height was one cubit; its opening
was round, as a pedestal is made; it was a
cubit and a half wide. At its opening there
were carvings; its borders were four-sided,
not round. 32 The four wheels were under-
neath the borders; the axles of the wheels
were in the stands; and the height of a
wheel was a cubit and a half. 33 The wheels
were made like a chariot wheel; their axles,
their rims, their spokes, and their hubs
were all cast. 34 There were four supports at
the four corners of each stand; the supports
were of one piece with the stands. 35 On the
top of the stand there was a round band
half a cubit high; on the top of the stand, its
stays and its borders were of one piece with
it. 36 On the surfaces of its stays and on its

2 A Heb measure of volume
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borders he carved cherubim, lions, and
palm trees, where each had space, with
wreaths all around. 37 In this way he made
the ten stands; all of them were cast alike,
with the same size and the same form.

38 He made ten basins of bronze; each
basin held forty baths,2 each basin meas-
ured four cubits; there was a basin for each
of the ten stands. 3°9He set five of the
stands on the south side of the house, and
five on the north side of the house; he set
the sea on the southeast corner of the
house.

40 Hiram also made the pots, the shov-
els, and the basins. So Hiram finished all
the work that he did for King Solomon on
the house of the LORD: 4! the two pillars, the
two bowls of the capitals that were on the
tops of the pillars, the two latticeworks to
cover the two bowls of the capitals that were
on the tops of the pillars; 42 the four hundred
pomegranates for the two latticeworks, two
rows of pomegranates for each latticework,
to cover the two bowls of the capitals that
were on the pillars; 43the ten stands, the
ten basins on the stands; 44 the one sea,
and the twelve oxen underneath the sea.

45 The pots, the shovels, and the
basins, all these vessels that Hiram made
for King Solomon for the house of the LORD
were of burnished bronze. 46 In the plain of
the Jordan the king cast them, in the clay
ground between Succoth and Zarethan.
47 Solomon left all the vessels unweighed,
because there were so many of them; the
weight of the bronze was not determined.

48 So Solomon made all the vessels
that were in the house of the LORD: the
golden altar, the golden table for the bread
of the Presence, 49 the lampstands of pure
gold, five on the south side and five on the
north, in front of the inner sanctuary; the
flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, of gold,;
50 the cups, snuffers, basins, dishes for in-
cense, and firepans, of pure gold; the sock-
ets for the doors of the innermost part of
the house, the most holy place, and for the
doors of the nave of the temple, of gold.
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51 Thus all the work that King Solomon
did on the house of the LorRD was finished.
Solomon brought in the things that his fa-

Read 1 Kings 8:1-21

The dedication of the Jerusalem
temple takes place in three parts. In
the first part, Solomon transports
the ark of the covenant and the
tent of meeting to his newly fin-
ished structure, placing them in the
most holy place. God’s acceptance
of this comes with the manifesta-
tion of divine presence in a cloud
that “filled the house of the LorD.”

Reflect: Consider the implica-
tions and rituals involved in trans-
ferring sacred objects to newly
created facilities. Note how
Solomon takes on the mantle of au-
thority from David.

Pray: Ask for a blessing from
contact with objects or places asso-
ciated with God’s presence.

Act: Make an effort to learn
more about the sacred objects
housed in your own church or used
by ministers in worship.
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ther David had dedicated, the silver, the
gold, and the vessels, and stored them in
the treasuries of the house of the LORD.

Dedication of the Temple

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all

the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the ancestral
houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the
LorD out of the city of David, which is Zion. 2 All the
people of Israel assembled to King Solomon at the fes-
tival in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.
3 And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests car-
ried the ark. 4 So they brought up the ark of the Lorb,
the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in
the tent; the priests and the Levites brought them up.
5 King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who
had assembled before him, were with him before the
ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they could
not be counted or numbered. ¢ Then the priests brought
the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, in the
inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place,
underneath the wings of the cherubim. 7 For the cheru-
bim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so
that the cherubim made a covering above the ark and
its poles. 8 The poles were so long that the ends of the
poles were seen from the holy place in front of the inner
sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside;
they are there to this day. ® There was nothing in the ark
except the two tablets of stone that Moses had placed
there at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with
the Israelites, when they came out of the land of Egypt.
10 And when the priests came out of the holy place, a
cloud filled the house of the LORD, 1 so that the priests
could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the
glory of the Lorp filled the house of the Lorp.

12 Then Solomon said,

“The LorD has said that he would dwell in thick
darkness.
13 [ have built you an exalted house,
a place for you to dwell in forever.”

Solomon’s Speech

14 Then the king turned around and blessed all the
assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel
stood. 15 He said, “Blessed be the LorDp, the God of Is-
rael, who with his hand has fulfilled what he promised
with his mouth to my father David, saying, 16 ‘Since the
day that I brought my people Israel out of Egypt, | have
not chosen a city from any of the tribes of Israel in
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Read 1 Kings 8:22-53

In the second part of Solomon’s
dedication of the Jerusalem tem-
ple, he voices a detailed prayer ac-
knowledging God’s majesty and
commitment to the Davidic dy-
nasty. He also calls on God to listen
to the people’s prayers in time of
need and to function as judge and
protector of the faithful who will
engage in various forms of worship
or make use of the sacred pre-
cincts.

Reflect: Consider the various
ways in which we use churches—
their community functions as well
as their serving as a setting for ritu-
al and worship. Reflect on the in-
clusive and confident nature of
Solomon’s prayer.

Pray: Ask for a blessing on our
worship, whether in church or in
the world. Ask for a greater under-
standing of the power of prayer.

Act: Contribute your skills, your
time, and your presence to the
church community. Pray continual-
ly for direction and the forgiveness
of failings.
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which to build a house, that my name might be there;
but [ chose David to be over my people Israel.’ 17 My fa-
ther David had it in mind to build a house for the name
of the LORD, the God of Israel. 18 But the LORD said to my
father David, ‘You did well to consider building a house
for my name; 19 nevertheless you shall not build the
house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build
the house for my name.” 20 Now the LORD has upheld
the promise that he made; for | have risen in the place
of my father David; I sit on the throne of Israel, as the
LorD promised, and have built the house for the name
of the LorD, the God of Israel. 21 There | have provided
a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the LOrRD
that he made with our ancestors when he brought them
out of the land of Egypt.”

Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication

22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LorRD
in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread
out his hands to heaven. 23 He said, “O LorD, God of Is-
rael, there is no God like you in heaven above or on
earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for
your servants who walk before you with all their heart,
24 the covenant that you kept for your servant my father
David as you declared to him; you promised with your
mouth and have this day fulfilled with your hand.
25 Therefore, O LorD, God of Israel, keep for your ser-
vant my father David that which you promised him,
saying, ‘There shall never fail you a successor before
me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children
look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked
before me.” 26 Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word
be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my
father David.

27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you,
much less this house that | have built! 28 Regard your
servant’s prayer and his plea, O LorD my God, heeding
the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you to-
day; 29 that your eyes may be open night and day to-
ward this house, the place of which you said, ‘My name
shall be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your
servant prays toward this place. 30 Hear the plea of your
servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward
this place; O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed
and forgive.

31 “If someone sins against a neighbor and is given
an oath to swear, and comes and swears before your al-
tar in this house, 32 then hear in heaven, and act, and
judge your servants, condemning the guilty by bringing
their conduct on their own head, and vindicating the
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Read 1 Kings 8:54-66

In the third part of Solomon’s
dedication of the Jerusalem tem-
ple, the king exercises his role as
public leader, admonishing the
people to be faithful to the cov-
enant and officiating over a massive
sacrifice. This event compares to
Moses’ covenant renewal and sac-
rifice at Mt. Sinai in Exodus 24.

Reflect: Consider the ways in
which various portions of our wor-
ship combine to draw together the
faith community. Note how Solo-
mon combines a blessing with a
sacrifice that binds all together as
members of the covenant fellow-
ship.

Pray: Ask, as Solomon does, that
our hearts may be drawn to God
and that we may obey his statutes
in everything we think or do.

Act: Take Solomon’s petition
and blessing as a challenge to our
generation to devote ourselves to
God’s work and thus make known
throughout the world the power of
God.

2 Or when you answer
b Ck Syr: Heb in the land
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righteous by rewarding them according to their right-
eousness.

33 “When your people Israel, having sinned against
you, are defeated before an enemy but turn again to
you, confess your name, pray and plead with you in this
house, 34then hear in heaven, forgive the sin of your
people Israel, and bring them again to the land that you
gave to their ancestors.

35 “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain be-
cause they have sinned against you, and then they pray
toward this place, confess your name, and turn from
their sin, because you punisha them, 36 then hear in
heaven, and forgive the sin of your servants, your peo-
ple Israel, when you teach them the good way in which
they should walk; and grant rain on your land, which
you have given to your people as an inheritance.

37 “If there is famine in the land, if there is plague,
blight, mildew, locust, or caterpillar; if their enemy be-
sieges them in anyb of their cities; whatever plague,
whatever sickness there is; 38 whatever prayer, whatev-
er plea there is from any individual or from all your peo-
ple Israel, all knowing the afflictions of their own hearts
so that they stretch out their hands toward this house;
39 then hear in heaven your dwelling place, forgive, act,
and render to all whose hearts you know—according to
all their ways, for only you know what is in every human
heart—40 so that they may fear you all the days that
they live in the land that you gave to our ancestors.

41 “Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your
people Israel, comes from a distant land because of
your name 42—for they shall hear of your great name,
your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm—when a
foreigner comes and prays toward this house, 43 then
hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do according to
all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples
of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do
your people Israel, and so that they may know that your
name has been invoked on this house that I have built.

44 “If your people go out to battle against their ene-
my, by whatever way you shall send them, and they
pray to the LORD toward the city that you have chosen
and the house that I have built for your name, 45 then
hear in heaven their prayer and their plea, and maintain
their cause.

46 “If they sin against you—for there is no one who
does not sin—and you are angry with them and give
them to an enemy, so that they are carried away cap-
tive to the land of the enemy, far off or near; 47 yet if
they come to their senses in the land to which they have
been taken captive, and repent, and plead with you in
the land of their captors, saying, ‘We have sinned, and
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have done wrong; we have acted wickedly’;
48 if they repent with all their heart and soul
in the land of their enemies, who took them
captive, and pray to you toward their land,
which you gave to their ancestors, the city
that you have chosen, and the house that |
have built for your name; 49 then hear in
heaven your dwelling place their prayer
and their plea, maintain their cause 50 and
forgive your people who have sinned
against you, and all their transgressions
that they have committed against you; and
grant them compassion in the sight of their
captors, so that they may have compas-
sion on them 5! (for they are your people
and heritage, which you brought out of
Egypt, from the midst of the iron-smelter).
52 | et your eyes be open to the plea of your
servant, and to the plea of your people Is-
rael, listening to them whenever they call to
you. 33 For you have separated them from
among all the peoples of the earth, to be
your heritage, just as you promised through
Moses, your servant, when you brought our
ancestors out of Egypt, O Lord Gop.”

Solomon Blesses the Assembly

54 Now when Solomon finished offering
all this prayer and this plea to the LorD, he
arose from facing the altar of the LorD,
where he had knelt with hands outstretched
toward heaven; 55 he stood and blessed all
the assembly of Israel with a loud voice:

56 “Blessed be the LORD, who has given
rest to his people Israel according to all that
he promised; not one word has failed of all
his good promise, which he spoke through
his servant Moses. 57 The LorD our God be
with us, as he was with our ancestors; may
he not leave us or abandon us, 58 but in-
cline our hearts to him, to walk in all his
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ways, and to keep his commandments, his
statutes, and his ordinances, which he
commanded our ancestors. 59 Let these
words of mine, with which | pleaded before
the LORD, be near to the LORD our God day
and night, and may he maintain the cause
of his servant and the cause of his people
Israel, as each day requires; 60 so that all
the peoples of the earth may know that the
Lorp is God; there is no other. 61 Therefore
devote yourselves completely to the LORD
our God, walking in his statutes and keep-
ing his commandments, as at this day.”

Solomon Offers Sacrifices

62 Then the king, and all Israel with him,
offered sacrifice before the LorD. €3 Sol-
omon offered as sacrifices of well-being to
the LOrRD twenty-two thousand oxen and
one hundred twenty thousand sheep. So
the king and all the people of Israel dedi-
cated the house of the LORD. 64 The same
day the king consecrated the middle of the
court that was in front of the house of the
Lorp; for there he offered the burnt offer-
ings and the grain offerings and the fat
pieces of the sacrifices of well-being, be-
cause the bronze altar that was before the
LorD was too small to receive the burnt of-
ferings and the grain offerings and the fat
pieces of the sacrifices of well-being.

65 So Solomon held the festival at that
time, and all Israel with him—a great as-
sembly, people from Lebo-hamath to the
Wadi of Egypt—before the LorD our God,
seven days.2 66 On the eighth day he sent
the people away; and they blessed the
king, and went to their tents, joyful and in
good spirits because of all the goodness
that the LorD had shown to his servant
David and to his people Israel.

God Appears Again to Solomon

When Solomon had finished building the house of
the LorD and the king’s house and all that Solomon
desired to build, 2 the LORD appeared to Solomon a sec-
ond time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 The
Lorp said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your

2 Compare Gk: Heb seven days and seven
days, fourteen days

plea, which you made before me; | have consecrated
this house that you have built, and put my name there
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Read 1 Kings 9:1-14

While God accepts Solomon’s
prayer and consecrates the Jeru-
salem temple, the point is made
quite clearly that the fate of the
monarchy, the nation, and the tem-
ple is in the hands of Solomon and
his successors. They must obey the
covenant or face utter destruction.

Reflect: Consider the fact that it
is not enough to build temples or
stage massive sacrifices if in the
next moment we forget the signifi-
cance of what we have done and
turn to other concerns that exclude
God.

Pray: Pray for the strength of
mind and spirit to obey God’s com-
mands and the resolution to over-
come the temptations of the world.

Act: Let us strive to set God’s
purpose first in our lives. Let us be
true to our pledges of obedience to
God and recognize that both our
honor and our hope for the future
are at stake.

2 Syr Old Latin: Heb will become high
b Perhaps meaning a land good for nothing
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forever; my eyes and my heart will be there for all time.
4 As for you, if you will walk before me, as David your
father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness,
doing according to all that [ have commanded you, and
keeping my statutes and my ordinances, 5 then [ will es-
tablish your royal throne over Israel forever, as | prom-
ised your father David, saying, ‘There shall not fail you
a successor on the throne of Israel.’

6 “If you turn aside from following me, you or your
children, and do not keep my commandments and my
statutes that [ have set before you, but go and serve oth-
er gods and worship them, 7 then | will cut Israel off from
the land that [ have given them; and the house that |
have consecrated for my name [ will cast out of my
sight; and Israel will become a proverb and a taunt
among all peoples. 8 This house will become a heap of
ruins;? everyone passing by it will be astonished, and
will hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has the LOrRD done
such a thing to this land and to this house?’ ® Then they
will say, ‘Because they have forsaken the LORD their
God, who brought their ancestors out of the land of
Egypt, and embraced other gods, worshiping them and
serving them; therefore the LORD has brought this dis-
aster upon them.””

10 At the end of twenty years, in which Solomon had
built the two houses, the house of the LorRD and the
king’s house, 11 King Hiram of Tyre having supplied
Solomon with cedar and cypress timber and gold, as
much as he desired, King Solomon gave to Hiram twen-
ty cities in the land of Galilee. 12 But when Hiram came
from Tyre to see the cities that Solomon had given him,
they did not please him. 13 Therefore he said, “What
kind of cities are these that you have given me, my
brother?” So they are called the land of Cabulb to this
day. 14 But Hiram had sent to the king one hundred
twenty talents of gold.

Other Acts of Solomon

15 This is the account of the forced labor that King
Solomon conscripted to build the house of the LorD and
his own house, the Millo and the wall of Jerusalem, Ha-
zor, Megiddo, Gezer 16 (Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone
up and captured Gezer and burned it down, had killed
the Canaanites who lived in the city, and had given it as
dowry to his daughter, Solomon’s wife; 17 so Solomon
rebuilt Gezer), Lower Beth-horon, 18 Baalath, Tamar in
the wilderness, within the land, 19as well as all of
Solomon’s storage cities, the cities for his chariots, the
cities for his cavalry, and whatever Solomon desired to
build, in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of
his dominion. 20 All the people who were left of the
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Read 1 Kings 9:15-28

The extent of Solomon’s king-
dom (compare dimensions in Deut
34:1-3) are detailed in terms of
construction projects (border for-
tresses and storehouse cities), the
conscription of non-Israelite peo-
ples, diplomatic interplay with Hi-
ram of Tyre, and the establishment
of economic links with areas rang-
ing from the seaport at Ezion-geber
to the mines of Ophir.

Reflect: Consider the complexi-
ties of managing a nation, its re-
sources, and its people. It is easy to
assume that things just get done,
but Solomon’s infant bureaucracy
must have had to invent or borrow
a lot of administrative policies and
procedures.

Pray: Ask for a spirit of wisdom
and compassion for our national
leaders as they strive to carry out
the duties of their office and inter-
act with the representatives of oth-
er countries.

Act: Become familiar with the
workings of government and exer-
cise your right to vote. Encourage
our leaders to make efficient use of
our natural resources and work for
the common good.

2 Gk: Heb offering incense with it that was
b Or Sea of Reeds

¢ Meaning of Heb uncertain

d Gk Syr: Heb men

1 KINGS 10

Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites, who were not of the people of Israel—21 their
descendants who were still left in the land, whom the Is-
raelites were unable to destroy completely—these
Solomon conscripted for slave labor, and so they are to
this day. 22But of the Israelites Solomon made no
slaves; they were the soldiers, they were his officials, his
commanders, his captains, and the commanders of his
chariotry and cavalry.

23 These were the chief officers who were over
Solomon’s work: five hundred fifty, who had charge of
the people who carried on the work.

24 But Pharaoh’s daughter went up from the city of
David to her own house that Solomon had built for her;
then he built the Millo.

25 Three times a year Solomon used to offer up
burnt offerings and sacrifices of well-being on the altar
that he built for the LorD, offering incense? before the
LorD. So he completed the house.

Solomon’s Commercial Activity

26 King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-
geber, which is near Eloth on the shore of the Red Sea,b
in the land of Edom. 27 Hiram sent his servants with the
fleet, sailors who were familiar with the sea, together
with the servants of Solomon. 28 They went to Ophir,
and imported from there four hundred twenty talents of
gold, which they delivered to King Solomon.

Visit of the Queen of Sheba

1 When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of

Solomon (fame due toc the name of the LORD),
she came to test him with hard questions. 2 She came
to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels
bearing spices, and very much gold, and precious
stones; and when she came to Solomon, she told him
all that was on her mind. 3 Solomon answered all her
questions; there was nothing hidden from the king
that he could not explain to her. 4 When the queen of
Sheba had observed all the wisdom of Solomon, the
house that he had built, 5 the food of his table, the seat-
ing of his officials, and the attendance of his servants,
their clothing, his valets, and his burnt offerings that he
offered at the house of the LORD, there was no more
spirit in her.

6 So she said to the king, “The report was true that [
heard in my own land of your accomplishments and of
your wisdom, 7 but | did not believe the reports until |
came and my own eyes had seen it. Not even half had
been told me; your wisdom and prosperity far surpass
the report that | had heard. 8 Happy are your wivesld
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Read 1 Kings 10

The golden age of Solomon’s
reign is summed up in the visit of
the queen of Sheba and the fantas-
tic chronicle of how the king's
God-given wisdom and unsur-
passed wealth became renowned
throughout the world.

Reflect: Consider how countries
tend to portray their founding fa-
thers as bigger-than-life characters.
Note, however, that a golden age,
when silver is “as common in Jeru-
salem as stones,” never lasts and
becomes simply a fond memory of
better days.

Pray: Pray for guidance to live
well in the present rather than wish
for the glories of the past.

Act: Work to build a just com-
munity that is aware of the efforts
of our predecessors to create our
nation, that respects the environ-
ment, and that safeguards our nat-
ural resources for future genera-
tions.

a Or baboons
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Happy are these your servants, who continually attend
you and hear your wisdom! 9 Blessed be the LORD your
God, who has delighted in you and set you on the
throne of Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel forever,
he has made you king to execute justice and righteous-
ness.” 10 Then she gave the king one hundred twenty
talents of gold, a great quantity of spices, and precious
stones; never again did spices come in such quantity as
that which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

11 Moreover, the fleet of Hiram, which carried gold
from Ophir, brought from Ophir a great quantity of al-
mug wood and precious stones. 12From the almug
wood the king made supports for the house of the LOrD,
and for the king’s house, lyres also and harps for the
singers; no such almug wood has come or been seen to
this day.

13 Meanwhile King Solomon gave to the queen of
Sheba every desire that she expressed, as well as what
he gave her out of Solomon’s royal bounty. Then she
returned to her own land, with her servants.

14 The weight of gold that came to Solomon in one
year was six hundred sixty-six talents of gold, 15 besides
that which came from the traders and from the business
of the merchants, and from all the kings of Arabia and
the governors of the land. 16 King Solomon made two
hundred large shields of beaten gold; six hundred
shekels of gold went into each large shield. 17 He made
three hundred shields of beaten gold; three minas of
gold went into each shield; and the king put them in the
House of the Forest of Lebanon. 18 The king also made
a great ivory throne, and overlaid it with the finest gold.
19 The throne had six steps. The top of the throne was
rounded in the back, and on each side of the seat were
arm rests and two lions standing beside the arm rests,
20 while twelve lions were standing, one on each end of
a step on the six steps. Nothing like it was ever made in
any kingdom. 2! All King Solomon’s drinking vessels
were of gold, and all the vessels of the House of the For-
est of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of silver—
it was not considered as anything in the days of
Solomon. 22 For the king had a fleet of ships of Tarshish
at sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once every three years
the fleet of ships of Tarshish used to come bringing
gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.a

23 Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the
earth in riches and in wisdom. 24 The whole earth
sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom,
which God had put into his mind. 25 Every one of them
brought a present, objects of silver and gold, garments,
weaponry, spices, horses, and mules, so much year by
year.
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26 Solomon gathered together chariots
and horses; he had fourteen hundred char-
iots and twelve thousand horses, which he
stationed in the chariot cities and with the
king in Jerusalem. 27 The king made silver
as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he
made cedars as numerous as the syca-
mores of the Shephelah. 28 Solomon’s im-
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port of horses was from Egypt and Kue,
and the king’s traders received them from
Kue at a price. 29 A chariot could be im-
ported from Egypt for six hundred shekels
of silver, and a horse for one hundred fifty;
so through the king’s traders they were ex-
ported to all the kings of the Hittites and the
kings of Aram.

Solomon’s Errors

Read 1 Kings 11:1-40

In stark contrast to the picture
portrayed in chapter 10, here
Solomon’s control of Israel and the
surrounding kingdoms begins to
unravel. Two reasons are provided
for this: (1) Solomon’s apostasy in
building shrines to the gods of his
many foreign wives and (2) reper-
cussions of David’s military policies
that lead to political opponents
arising in Edom and Syria and with-
in Israel itself in Solomon’s time.

Reflect: While there is a richness
created by blending cultures
through marriage, there is also the
danger that compromise can lead
to poor decisions. Consider also
that old hatreds are hard to over-
come and can lead to tension and
open conflict if not dealt with fairly.

Pray: Ask for guidance in deal-
ing with the temptations of the
world that take us away from a true
allegiance to Cod. Pray for our en-
emies and for reconciliation with
those who hate us.

Act: Let us study the scriptures
and ask the hard questions that
need to be asked in order for us to
strengthen our faith and thus over-
come false or misguided thinking.
Let us work to set aside old differ-
ences so we can live in harmony
with our neighbors.

1 King Solomon loved many foreign women along

with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Am-
monite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from
the nations concerning which the LorD had said to the
Israelites, “You shall not enter into marriage with them,
neither shall they with you; for they will surely incline
your heart to follow their gods”; Solomon clung to these
in love. 3 Among his wives were seven hundred
princesses and three hundred concubines; and his
wives turned away his heart. 4 For when Solomon was
old, his wives turned away his heart after other gods;
and his heart was not true to the LorD his God, as was
the heart of his father David. 5 For Solomon followed
Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians, and Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. & So Solomon did what
was evil in the sight of the LorD, and did not complete-
ly follow the LoRD, as his father David had done. 7 Then
Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomina-
tion of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the
Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. 8 He
did the same for all his foreign wives, who offered in-
cense and sacrificed to their gods.

9 Then the LorD was angry with Solomon, because
his heart had turned away from the LorD, the God of Is-
rael, who had appeared to him twice, 1° and had com-
manded him concerning this matter, that he should not
follow other gods; but he did not observe what the LORD
commanded. 1! Therefore the LORD said to Solomon,
“Since this has been your mind and you have not kept
my covenant and my statutes that | have commanded
you, [ will surely tear the kingdom from you and give it
to your servant. 12 Yet for the sake of your father David
I will not do it in your lifetime; [ will tear it out of the
hand of your son. 13[ will not, however, tear away the
entire kingdom; | will give one tribe to your son, for
the sake of my servant David and for the sake of
Jerusalem, which [ have chosen.”

Adversaries of Solomon
14 Then the LORD raised up an adversary against



T KINGS 11

Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was of
the royal house in Edom. 15For when
David was in Edom, and Joab the com-
mander of the army went up to bury the
dead, he killed every male in Edom 16 (for
Joab and all Israel remained there six
months, until he had eliminated every male
in Edom); 17 but Hadad fled to Egypt with
some Edomites who were servants of his
father. He was a young boy at that time.
18 They set out from Midian and came to
Paran; they took people with them from
Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king
of Egypt, who gave him a house, assigned
him an allowance of food, and gave him
land. ' Hadad found great favor in the
sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him his
sister-in-law for a wife, the sister of Queen
Tahpenes. 20 The sister of Tahpenes gave
birth by him to his son Genubath, whom
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s house;
Genubath was in Pharaoh’s house among
the children of Pharaoh. 2! When Hadad
heard in Egypt that David slept with his an-
cestors and that Joab the commander of
the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh,
“Let me depart, that | may go to my own
country.” 22But Pharaoh said to him,
“What do you lack with me that you now
seek to go to your own country?” And he
said, “No, do let me go.”

23 God raised up another adversary
against Solomon,2 Rezon son of Eliada,
who had fled from his master, King Had-
adezer of Zobah. 24 He gathered followers
around him and became leader of a ma-
rauding band, after the slaughter by David,;
they went to Damascus, settled there, and
made him king in Damascus. 25 He was an
adversary of Israel all the days of Solomon,
making trouble as Hadad did; he despised
Israel and reigned over Aram.

Jeroboam’s Rebellion

26 Jeroboam son of Nebat, an Ephra-
imite of Zeredah, a servant of Solomon,
whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a wid-

a Heb him
b Heb lacks in the wall
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ow, rebelled against the king. 27 The follow-
ing was the reason he rebelled against the
king. Solomon built the Millo, and closed
up the gap in the wallb of the city of his fa-
ther David. 286 The man Jeroboam was very
able, and when Solomon saw that the
young man was industrious he gave him
charge over all the forced labor of the
house of Joseph. 29 About that time, when
Jeroboam was leaving Jerusalem, the
prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him on
the road. Ahijah had clothed himself with a
new garment. The two of them were alone
in the open country 30when Ahijah laid
hold of the new garment he was wearing
and tore it into twelve pieces. 31 He then
said to Jeroboam: Take for yourself ten
pieces; for thus says the LorD, the God of
Israel, “See, | am about to tear the kingdom
from the hand of Solomon, and will give
you ten tribes. 32 One tribe will remain his,
for the sake of my servant David and for
the sake of Jerusalem, the city that | have
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel. 33 This
is because he hasc forsaken me, worshiped
Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians,
Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the
god of the Ammonites, and has¢ not walked
in my ways, doing what is right in my sight
and keeping my statutes and my ordi-
nances, as his father David did. 34 Never-
theless [ will not take the whole kingdom
away from him but will make him ruler all
the days of his life, for the sake of my ser-
vant David whom I chose and who did keep
my commandments and my statutes;
35 but | will take the kingdom away from
his son and give it to you—that is, the ten
tribes. 36 Yet to his son | will give one tribe,
so that my servant David may always have
a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city
where [ have chosen to put my name. 371
will take you, and you shall reign over all
that your soul desires; you shall be king
over Israel. 38 If you will listen to all that I
command you, walk in my ways, and do
what is right in my sight by keeping my

¢ Gk Syr Vg: Heb they have
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statutes and my commandments, as David
my servant did, | will be with you, and will
build you an enduring house, as | built for
David, and [ will give Israel to you. 39 For
this reason [ will punish the descendants of
David, but not forever.” 40 Solomon sought
therefore to kill Jeroboam; but Jeroboam
promptly fled to Egypt, to King Shishak
of Egypt, and remained in Egypt until the
death of Solomon.

1 KINGS 12

Death of Solomon

41 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon,
all that he did as well as his wisdom, are
they not written in the Book of the Acts of
Solomon? 42The time that Solomon
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was
forty years. 43 Solomon slept with his an-
cestors and was buried in the city of his fa-
ther David; and his son Rehoboam suc-
ceeded him.

Read 1 Kings 11:41—12:24

power from Solomon to his son Re-
hoboam, the forces that could po-

were not soothed when Rehoboam
ignored wise counsel and threat-
ened an even harsher administra-
tion than his father. With Jeroboam
already designated as king by the
prophet Ahijah (1 Kings 11:29-39),
the northern tribes seceded and
formed their own separate nation;
Rehoboam could not stop them.

Reflect: Consider that a careful
examination of the facts and the
willingness to compromise in the
face of real concerns can defuse
tensions between people or groups.
A hothead seldom succeeds for
long.

Pray: Ask as Solomon did for an
“understanding mind” (1 Kings 3:9)
to deal with crises and to act justly
with all persons.

happiness comes to those “who
do not follow the advice of the
wicked” (Ps 1:1). Refrain from
boasting or heavy-handed tactics
designed to demonstrate your own
power.

2 Gk Vg Compare 2 Chr 10.2: Heb lived in

Despite the smooth transition of

tentially tear the kingdom apart

Act: Recognize the maxim that

The Northern Tribes Secede

1 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had

come to Shechem to make him king. 2 When
Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of it (for he was still in
Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then
Jeroboam returned froma Egypt. 3 And they sent and
called him; and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel
came and said to Rehoboam, 4 “Your father made our
yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of
your father and his heavy yoke that he placed on us,
and we will serve you.” 5 He said to them, “Go away for
three days, then come again to me.” So the people went
away.

6 Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the older
men who had attended his father Solomon while he was
still alive, saying, “How do you advise me to answer this
people?” 7 They answered him, “If you will be a servant
to this people today and serve them, and speak good
words to them when you answer them, then they will be
your servants forever.” 8 But he disregarded the advice
that the older men gave him, and consulted with the
young men who had grown up with him and now at-
tended him. 9 He said to them, “What do you advise that
we answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten
the yoke that your father put on us’?” 10 The young men
who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus you
should say to this people who spoke to you, ‘Your fa-
ther made our yoke heavy, but you must lighten it for
us’; thus you should say to them, ‘My little finger is
thicker than my father’s loins. 1! Now, whereas my fa-
ther laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke.
My father disciplined you with whips, but | will discipline
you with scorpions.’””

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Reho-
boam the third day, as the king had said, “Come to me
again the third day.” 13 The king answered the people
harshly. He disregarded the advice that the older men
had given him 14 and spoke to them according to the
advice of the young men, “My father made your yoke
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Read 1 Kings 12:25-32

With a newly formed nation to
lead, Jeroboam initiates a series of
political moves to create a national
identity and separate the northern
tribes from Jerusalem and the Da-
vidic monarchy. Though the bibli-
cal writer refers to them as a “sin,”
new shrines, golden calves, non-
Levitical priests, high places, and a
new religious calendar are indica-
tors of the character of Israelite re-
ligion at the time.

Reflect: Civen the necessity of
creating new symbols of national
identity and institutions with which
to draw a new nation together,
what choices would you make?
What else could Jeroboam have
done?

Pray: Ask that our national lead-
ers be given divine guidance in
their decision making. Pray that
political considerations may not
override what is best for the nation.

Act: Strive to become an edu-
cated citizen, aware of national
policies and the rationale for these
courses of action. Work to lower
the tensions that divide our society.
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heavy, but [ will add to your yoke; my father disciplined
you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.”
15 So the king did not listen to the people, because it
was a turn of affairs brought about by the LorD that he
might fulfill his word, which the LorD had spoken by
Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam son of Nebat.

16 When all Israel saw that the king would not listen
to them, the people answered the king,

“What share do we have in David?

We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.
To your tents, O Israel!

Look now to your own house, O David.”

So Israel went away to their tents. 17 But Rehoboam
reigned over the Israelites who were living in the towns
of Judah. 18 When King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who
was taskmaster over the forced labor, all Israel stoned
him to death. King Rehoboam then hurriedly mounted
his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been in
rebellion against the house of David to this day.

First Dynasty: Jeroboam Reigns over Israel

20 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had re-
turned, they sent and called him to the assembly and
made him king over all Israel. There was no one who
followed the house of David, except the tribe of Judah
alone.

21 When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assem-
bled all the house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin,
one hundred eighty thousand chosen troops to fight
against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom to
Rehoboam son of Solomon. 22 But the word of God
came to Shemaiah the man of God: 23 Say to King Re-
hoboam of Judah, son of Solomon, and to all the house
of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people,
24 “Thus says the LorD, You shall not go up or fight
against your kindred the people of Israel. Let everyone
go home, for this thing is from me.” So they heeded the
word of the LORD and went home again, according to
the word of the LorD.

Jeroboam’s Golden Calves

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country
of Ephraim, and resided there; he went out from there
and built Penuel. 26 Then Jeroboam said to himself,
“Now the kingdom may well revert to the house of
David. 27 If this people continues to go up to offer sac-
rifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, the heart
of this people will turn again to their master, King Re-
hoboam of Judah; they will kill me and return to King
Rehoboam of Judah.” 28 So the king took counsel, and
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made two calves of gold. He said to the
people,2 “You have gone up to Jerusalem
long enough. Here are your gods, O Israel,
who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt.” 29He set one in Bethel, and the
other he put in Dan. 30 And this thing be-
came a sin, for the people went to worship
before the one at Bethel and before the oth-
er as far as Dan.b 31 He also made houses¢
on high places, and appointed priests from
among all the people, who were not Le-
vites. 32 Jeroboam appointed a festival on
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the fifteenth day of the eighth month like
the festival that was in Judah, and he of-
fered sacrifices on the altar; so he did in
Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had
made. And he placed in Bethel the priests
of the high places that he had made. 33 He
went up to the altar that he had made in
Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth
month, in the month that he alone had de-
vised; he appointed a festival for the people
of Israel, and he went up to the altar to of-
fer incense.

A Man of God from Judah

Read 1 Kings 12:33—13:10,
33-34

During the dedication ceremony
for his newly established royal
shrine at Bethel, Jeroboam is inter-
rupted by an unnamed prophet
from Judah who pronounces a
curse on the shrine. When Jer-
oboam attempts to have him ar-
rested, the king’s arm is withered
and he is forced to ask the prophet
to pray to God on his behalf.

Reflect: Consider whether pub-
lic display is designed to showcase
the builder or the subject of the
ceremony. Give some thought to
who demonstrated true power in
this episode.

Pray: Ask that we may marvel at
God’s creation rather than the
work of our own hands (see Solo-
mon’s prayer in 1 Kings 8:23-53).

Act: Let us build houses of wor-
ship to honor God and as a place
where our community can pray to-
gether and share in the gifts that
God has given us. Let us avoid the
temptation to build another tower
of Babel to “make a name for our-
selves” (Gen 11:4) rather than rec-
ognizing our role as part of God'’s
creation.

2 Gk: Heb to them

b Compare Ck: Heb went to the one as far
as Dan

¢ Gk Vg Compare 13.32: Heb a house

1 While Jeroboam was standing by the altar to of-

fer incense, a man of God came out of Judah by
the word of the LORD to Bethel 2 and proclaimed against
the altar by the word of the LorD, and said, “O altar, al-
tar, thus says the LorD: ‘A son shall be born to the
house of David, Josiah by name; and he shall sacrifice
on you the priests of the high places who offer incense
on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.””
3 He gave a sign the same day, saying, “This is the sign
that the LORD has spoken: ‘The altar shall be torn down,
and the ashes that are on it shall be poured out.””
4 When the king heard what the man of God cried out
against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his
hand from the altar, saying, “Seize him!” But the hand
that he stretched out against him withered so that he
could not draw it back to himself. 5 The altar also was
torn down, and the ashes poured out from the altar, ac-
cording to the sign that the man of God had given by
the word of the LORD. 6 The king said to the man of God,
“Entreat now the favor of the LorD your God, and pray
for me, so that my hand may be restored to me.” So the
man of God entreated the LORD; and the king’s hand
was restored to him, and became as it was before.
7Then the king said to the man of God, “Come home
with me and dine, and [ will give you a gift.” 8 But the
man of God said to the king, “If you give me half your
kingdom, [ will not go in with you; nor will | eat food or
drink water in this place. 9 For thus | was commanded
by the word of the LORD: You shall not eat food, or drink
water, or return by the way that you came.” 10 So he
went another way, and did not return by the way that he
had come to Bethel.

11 Now there lived an old prophet in Bethel. One of
his sons came and told him all that the man of God had
done that day in Bethel; the words also that he had spo-
ken to the king, they told to their father. 12 Their father
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Read 1 Kings 13:11-32

The difficulty of discerning the
true voice of God, even for proph-
ets, is highlighted in this episode.
The unnamed prophet from Judah
pays with his life for having chosen
incorrectly to listen to a fellow
prophet from Bethel rather than
having faith in his original instruc-
tions.

Reflect: If prophets can make
mistakes, how much more likely is
it that we can also be led astray by
someone speaking with the voice
of authority? Consider why the un-
named prophet was tested and
whether the prophet from Bethel
intentionally lied to him.

Pray: Ask for the ability to filter
out all voices but that of God. Pray
for the courage to follow the path
we have been given by God.

Act: Let us learn to trust in our
convictions to carry out God’s
commands. Let us strive not to give
others unsound advice or to speak
in God’s name when we are really
speaking in our own names.

a Heb he
b Ck: Heb he came to the town of the old
prophet
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said to them, “Which way did he go?” And his sons
showed him the way that the man of God who came
from Judah had gone. 13 Then he said to his sons, “Sad-
dle a donkey for me.” So they saddled a donkey for
him, and he mounted it. 14 He went after the man of
God, and found him sitting under an oak tree. He said
to him, “Are you the man of God who came from Ju-
dah?” He answered, “I am.” 15 Then he said to him,
“Come home with me and eat some food.” 16 But he
said, “I cannot return with you, or go in with you; nor
will [ eat food or drink water with you in this place; 17 for
it was said to me by the word of the LORD: You shall not
eat food or drink water there, or return by the way that
you came.” 18 Then the othera said to him, “l also am a
prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the
word of the LOrD: Bring him back with you into your
house so that he may eat food and drink water.” But he
was deceiving him. 19 Then the man of God? went back
with him, and ate food and drank water in his house.

20 As they were sitting at the table, the word of the
LorD came to the prophet who had brought him back;
21 and he proclaimed to the man of God who came from
Judah, “Thus says the LORD: Because you have dis-
obeyed the word of the LorD, and have not kept the
commandment that the LORD your God commanded
you, 22 but have come back and have eaten food and
drunk water in the place of which he said to you, ‘Eat
no food, and drink no water,” your body shall not come
to your ancestral tomb.” 23 After the man of God2 had
eaten food and had drunk, they saddled for him a don-
key belonging to the prophet who had brought him
back. 24 Then as he went away, a lion met him on the
road and killed him. His body was thrown in the road,
and the donkey stood beside it; the lion also stood be-
side the body. 25 People passed by and saw the body
thrown in the road, with the lion standing by the body.
And they came and told it in the town where the old
prophet lived.

26 When the prophet who had brought him back
from the way heard of it, he said, “It is the man of God
who disobeyed the word of the LORD; therefore the LORD
has given him to the lion, which has torn him and killed
him according to the word that the LorD spoke to him.”
27 Then he said to his sons, “Saddle a donkey for me.”
So they saddled one, 28 and he went and foun