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Read Esther A:11–12 
The Hebrew version of the book 

of Esther contains no mention of the 
Jews’ ancestral deity. Later Greek ad-
 ditions to the book corrected what 
some considered an anomaly. Sec-
tion A is the first of these Greek ad-
ditions, which the Catholic Church 
regards as inspired. Here Mordecai 
has a dream, which was considered a 
communication from God. From a lit-
erary point of view, the dream spoils 
the suspense of the Hebrew tale. 

Reflect: The theological affirma-
tion implied by the dream is that 
God will not allow Haman to be 
successful in his plot against Mor -
decai and the Jews. God will not al-
low evil to triumph definitively. We 
believe that, in the end, good will 
be victorious. 

Pray: Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
slow ly and reflectively, noting that 
in that prayer we ask God to hasten 
the victory of good over evil. 

Act: The victory of good over 
evil is a process in which we have a 
part. Consider the gifts that God 
has given you and determine to use 
those gifts to be a force that will 
hasten the victory of good over evil.

NOTE: The deuterocanonical portions of the Book of Esther are trans-
lated from the Greek version (Septuagint) and comprise one hundred 
and seven additional verses that have been inserted at the appropri-
ate places in the translation of the Hebrew form of the book. The dis-
ordered chapter numbers come from the displacement of the ad di-
 tions to the end of the Hebrew form of the Book of Esther by St. 
Jerome in his Latin Vulgate translation and from the subsequent di-
vision of the Bible into chapters by Stephen Langton, who numbered 
the additions consecutively as though they formed a direct continua-
tion of the Hebrew text. The deuterocanonical portions are given in 
the order found in the Greek text so that they may be read in their 
proper context, but the chapter and verse numbers conform to those 
of the King James or Authorized Version. Proper names are given ac-
cording to their Hebrew rather than their Greek form; for example, 
Ahasuerus and Mordecai instead of Artaxerxes and Mardocheus. The 
additions, conveniently indicated by the letters A–F, are located as 
follows: A, before 1.1; B, after 3.13; C and D, after 4.17; E, after 
8.12; F, after 10.3. 

 

ADDITION A 

Mordecai’s Dream 

11a 2 In the second year of the reign of Ahasuerus 
the Great, on the first day of Nisan, Mordecai son 

of Jair son of Shimeib son of Kish, of the tribe of Benja -
min, had a dream. 3 He was a Jew living in the city of 
Su sa, a great man, serving in the court of the king. 4 He 
was one of the captives whom King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Bab ylon had brought from Jerusalem with King Jeconi-
ah of Judah. And this was his dream: 5 Noisesc and con-
fusion, thunders and earthquake, tumult on the earth! 
6 Then two great dragons came forward, both ready to 
fight, and they roared terribly. 7 At their roaring every na-
tion prepared for war, to fight against the righteous na-
tion. 8 It was a day of darkness and gloom, of tribulation 
and distress, affliction and great tumult on the earth! 
9 And the whole righteous nation was troubled; they 
feared the evils that threatened them,d and were ready to 
perish. 10 Then they cried out to God; and at their outcry, 
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a Chapters 11.2—12.6 correspond to chapter 
A 1-17 in some translations. 

b Gk Semeios 
c Or Voices 
d Gk their own evils 



12 Mordecai saw in this dream what 
God had determined to do, and after he 
awoke he had it on his mind, seeking all 
day to understand it in every detail. 
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Read Esther 1:1–8 
This passage serves to set the 

stage for the story of Esther, which 
will take place in the luxurious Per-
sian court. The book introduces 
that court in a scene where it is 
mired in drunken revelry. The king 
presiding over his court may enjoy 
absolute power, but he is depicted 
as completely unqualified for his 
position. 

Reflect: The luxury enjoyed by 
people of means is paid for by the 
poor. Their access to the necessities 
of life is impeded by the excesses 
of the kind of people who populat-
ed the Persian court. We need to 
examine our lifestyle to determine 
if we can live more simply so that 
more of the earth’s resources will 
be available for those who need 
them most. 

Pray: We pray for the wisdom to 
know the difference between our 
needs and our wants, believing that 
God will provide for our needs if 
we remember the poor. 

Act: Prepare and live by a budg-
et that includes regular alms given 
to the poor. In order to ensure that 
we live simply, our giving should be 
sacrificial.
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as though from a tiny spring, there came a 
great river, with abundant water; 11 light 
came, and the sun rose, and the lowly were 
exalted and devoured those held in honor. 

A Plot against the King 

12 Now Mordecai took his rest in the courtyard 
with Bigthan and Teresh, the two eunuchs of the 

king who kept watch in the courtyard. 2 He overheard 
their conversation and inquired into their purposes, and 
learned that they were preparing to lay hands on King 
Ahasuerus; and he informed the king concerning them. 
3 Then the king examined the two eunuchs, and after 
they had confessed it, they were led away to execution. 
4 The king made a permanent record of these things, 
and Mordecai wrote an account of them. 5 And the king 
ordered Mordecai to serve in the court, and rewarded 
him for these things. 6 But Haman son of Hammedatha, 
the Agagite, who was in great honor with the king, de-
termined to injure Mordecai and his people because of 
the two eunuchs of the king. 

END OF ADDITION A 
 

 
King Ahasuerus Deposes Queen Vashti 

1This happened in the days of Ahasuerus, the same 
Ahasuerus who ruled over one hundred twenty-sev-

en provinces from India to Ethiopia.a 2 In those days 
when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in the 
citadel of Susa, 3 in the third year of his reign, he gave 
a banquet for all his officials and ministers. The army of 
Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the 
provinces were present, 4 while he displayed the great 
wealth of his kingdom and the splendor and pomp of 
his majesty for many days, one hundred eighty days 
in all. 

5 When these days were completed, the king gave 
for all the people present in the citadel of Susa, both 
great and small, a banquet lasting for seven days, in 
the court of the garden of the king’s palace. 6 There 
were white cotton curtains and blue hangings tied 
with cords of fine linen and purple to silver ringsb and 
marble pillars. There were couches of gold and silver 
on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-
pearl, and colored stones. 7 Drinks were served in gold-
en goblets, goblets of different kinds, and the royal 
wine was lavished according to the bounty of the king. 
8 Drinking was by flagons, without restraint; for the king 
had given orders to all the officials of his palace to do 
as each one desired. 9 Furthermore, Queen Vashti gave 

a Or Nubia; Heb Cush 
b Or rods 



a banquet for the women in the palace of King Ahas -
uerus. 

10 On the seventh day, when the king was merry 
with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 
Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eu-
nuchs who attended him, 11 to bring Queen Vashti be-
fore the king, wearing the royal crown, in order to show 
the peoples and the officials her beauty; for she was fair 
to behold. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the 
king’s command conveyed by the eunuchs. At this the 
king was enraged, and his anger burned within him. 

13 Then the king consulted the sages who knew the 
lawsa (for this was the king’s procedure toward all who 
were versed in law and custom, 14 and those next to him 
were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tar shish, Meres, 
Marsena, and Memucan, the seven officials of Persia 
and Media, who had access to the king, and sat first in 
the kingdom): 15 “According to the law, what is to be 
done to Queen Vashti because she has not performed 
the command of King Ahasuerus conveyed by the eu-
nuchs?” 16 Then Memucan said in the presence of the 
king and the officials, “Not only has Queen Vashti done 
wrong to the king, but also to all the officials and all the 
peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 
17 For this deed of the queen will be made known to all 
women, causing them to look with contempt on their 
husbands, since they will say, ‘King Ahasuerus com-
manded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and 
she did not come.’ 18 This very day the noble ladies of 
Persia and Media who have heard of the queen’s be-
havior will rebel againstb the king’s officials, and there 
will be no end of contempt and wrath! 19 If it pleases the 
king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be writ-
ten among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so 
that it may not be altered, that Vashti is never again to 
come before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her 
royal position to another who is better than she. 20 So 
when the decree made by the king is proclaimed 
throughout all his kingdom, vast as it is, all women will 
give honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” 

21 This advice pleased the king and the officials, 
and the king did as Memucan proposed; 22 he sent let-
ters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its 
own script and to every people in its own language, de-
claring that every man should be master in his own 
house.c 

 
Esther Becomes Queen 

2 After these things, when the anger of King Ahas -
uerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and what 

she had done and what had been decreed against her. 
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Read Esther 1:9–22 
Queen Vashti refuses to be re-

duced to an object to be leered at 
by her husband’s drunken guests. 
One of the king’s ministers turns 
the queen’s refusal into a national 
crisis that will transform submissive 
wives into women who demand to 
be treated with respect. That the 
king accepts the advice of his min-
isters on how to handle the Vashti 
incident shows he is unfit to rule. 

Reflect: The marital relationship 
does not diminish the rights of 
wives to the respect that is due to 
them as human beings. They are 
not subject to every whim of their 
husbands. Here Vashti claims her 
independence when her husband 
makes a most unreasonable de-
mand. Too often religion has been 
invoked to keep women in subjec-
tion. 

Pray: Spousal abuse remains a 
serious problem in many societies. 
Pray for the women who are phys-
ically, emotionally, or sexually 
abused by their husbands. 

Act: Read and reflect on the U.S. 
bishops’ document: “When I Call 
for Help: A Pastoral Response to Do-
 mestic Violence against Women.” 
Volunteer your time and talent and 
provide financial support for your 
local women’s shelter.
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a Cn: Heb times 
b Cn: Heb will tell 
c Heb adds and speak according to the 

language of his people 



2 Then the king’s servants who attended him said, “Let 
beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. 3 And 
let the king appoint commissioners in all the provinces 
of his kingdom to gather all the beautiful young virgins 
to the harem in the citadel of Susa under custody of 
Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the wom -
en; let their cosmetic treatments be given them. 4 And 
let the girl who pleases the king be queen instead of 
Vashti.” This pleased the king, and he did so. 

5 Now there was a Jew in the citadel of Susa whose 
name was Mordecai son of Jair son of Shimei son of 
Kish, a Benjaminite. 6 Kisha had been carried away from 
Jerusalem among the captives carried away with King 
Jeconiah of Judah, whom King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon had carried away. 7 Mordecaib had brought up 
Hadassah, that is Esther, his cousin, for she had neither 
father nor mother; the girl was fair and beautiful, and 
when her father and her mother died, Mordecai adopted 
her as his own daughter. 8 So when the king’s order and 
his edict were proclaimed, and when many young 
women were gathered in the citadel of Susa in custody 
of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the king’s palace 
and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of the 
women. 9 The girl pleased him and won his favor, and 
he quickly provided her with her cosmetic treatments 
and her portion of food, and with seven chosen maids 
from the king’s palace, and advanced her and her 
maids to the best place in the harem. 10 Esther did not 
reveal her people or kindred, for Mordecai had charged 
her not to tell. 11 Every day Mordecai would walk around 
in front of the court of the harem, to learn how Esther 
was and how she fared. 

12 The turn came for each girl to go in to King Aha-
s uerus, after being twelve months under the regulations 
for the women, since this was the regular period of their 
cosmetic treatment, six months with oil of myrrh and 
six months with perfumes and cosmetics for women. 
13 When the girl went in to the king she was given what-
ever she asked for to take with her from the harem to the 
king’s palace. 14 In the evening she went in; then in the 
morning she came back to the second harem in cus-
tody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who was in 
charge of the concubines; she did not go in to the king 
again, unless the king delighted in her and she was 
summoned by name. 

15 When the turn came for Esther daughter of Abi-
hail the uncle of Mordecai, who had adopted her as his 
own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for noth-
ing except what Hegai the king’s eunuch, who had 
charge of the women, advised. Now Esther was ad-
mired by all who saw her. 16 When Esther was taken to 
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Read Esther 2 
Here Mordecai and Esther are 

introduced into the story. Morde-
cai, a Jew, works for the Persian 
king, trying to gain intelligence 
about any plots against the king. Es-
ther is Mordecai’s ward. The story 
of the beauty contest to pick a suc-
cessor to Vashti is purely fictional. 
This was not the way Persian 
queens were selected. Similarly, it 
would not have been possible for 
Esther to keep her ethnic identity 
hidden. 

Reflect: Mordecai is described 
as an exile from Jerusalem who did 
not return to his homeland but rose 
to a responsible position under Per-
sian rule. The rest of the story illus-
trates the difficulties that a believer 
faces in an alien culture. A believ-
er’s first loyalty must be to God’s 
values. By living according to these 
values, a believer makes a signifi-
cant contribution to the well-being 
of society. 

Pray: Mordecai saved the king 
from assassination. The least we 
can do is pray for our political lead-
ership, that their service be marked 
by integrity. 

Act: Read and reflect on the U.S. 
bishops’ document, “Forming Con-
sciences for Faithful Citizenship: A 
Call to Political Responsibility.” 
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a Heb a Benjaminite 6 who 
b Heb He 



King Ahasuerus in his royal palace in the 
tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, 
in the seventh year of his reign, 17 the king 
loved Esther more than all the other 
women; of all the virgins she won his favor 
and devotion, so that he set the royal crown 
on her head and made her queen instead of 
Vashti. 18 Then the king gave a great ban-
quet to all his officials and ministers—“Es-
ther’s banquet.” He also granted a holidaya 
to the provinces, and gave gifts with royal 
liberality. 

Mordecai Discovers a Plot 
19 When the virgins were being gath-

ered together,b Mordecai was sitting at the 

king’s gate. 20 Now Esther had not revealed 
her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had 
charged her; for Esther obeyed Mordecai 
just as when she was brought up by him. 
21 In those days, while Mordecai was sitting 
at the king’s gate, Bigthan and Te resh, two 
of the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the 
threshold, became angry and conspired to 
assassinatec King Ahasuerus. 22 But the 
matter came to the knowledge of Mordecai, 
and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther 
told the king in the name of Mordecai. 
23 When the affair was investigated and 
found to be so, both the men were hanged 
on the gallows. It was recorded in the book 
of the annals in the presence of the king. 
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Read Esther 3:1–13, 14–15 
The personal rivalry between two 

courtiers, Mordecai and Ha man, 
spills over into something with much 
greater implications. Haman deter-
mines to kill the Jews of the Persian 
Empire because of his hatred of 
Mor decai. The text asserts that Ha -
man is a descendant of Agag, the 
Ama lekite king whose life Saul 
spared, resulting in Saul’s loss of 
kingship (1 Sam 15:8). Mordecai be-
longs to the tribe of Benjamin, as did 
Saul. The enmity between Mordecai 
and Haman, then, reflects an ani-
mosity that goes back centuries. 

Reflect: Evil’s effects often multi-
ply uncontrollably, enveloping the 
innocent as well as the guilty. The 
Jews of Persia were unwittingly 
drawn into the personal conflict 
between Mordecai and Haman. 
Once we release evil’s powers, it is 
beyond our ability to limit the ef-
fects of that evil. 

Pray: Ask God for the grace to 
forgive, which is the first step on 
the road to reconciliation. Without 
forgiveness, evil festers. 

Act: Consider what you can do 
to make up for the evil you have 
released into people’s lives.
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Haman Undertakes to Destroy the Jews 

3 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Ha- 
man son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and ad-

vanced him and set his seat above all the officials who 
were with him. 2 And all the king’s servants who were at 
the king’s gate bowed down and did obeisance to Ha -
man; for the king had so commanded concerning him. 
But Mordecai did not bow down or do obeisance. 3 Then 
the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate said to 
Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” 
4 When they spoke to him day after day and he would 
not listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see 
whether Mordecai’s words would avail; for he had told 
them that he was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw that Mor -
decai did not bow down or do obeisance to him, Haman 
was infuriated. 6 But he thought it beneath him to lay 
hands on Mordecai alone. So, having been told who 
Mordecai’s people were, Ha man plotted to destroy all 
the Jews, the people of Mor decai, throughout the whole 
kingdom of Ahasuerus. 

7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in 
the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur—
which means “the lot”—before Haman for the day and 
for the month, and the lot fell on the thirteenth dayd 
of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 8 Then 
Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain 
people scattered and separated among the peoples in 
all the prov inces of your kingdom; their laws are dif-
ferent from those of every other people, and they do 
not keep the king’s laws, so that it is not appropriate 
for the king to tolerate them. 9 If it pleases the king, let 
a decree be issued for their destruction, and I will pay 
ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those 

a Or an amnesty 
b Heb adds a second time 
c Heb to lay hands on 
d Cn Compare Gk and verse 13 below: Heb 

the twelfth month 



who have charge of the king’s business, so 
that they may put it into the king’s treasur-
ies.” 10 So the king took his signet ring 
from his hand and gave it to Haman son of 
Ham medatha the Agagite, the enemy of 
the Jews. 11 The king said to Haman, “The 
money is given to you, and the people as 
well, to do with them as it seems good to 
you.” 

12 Then the king’s secretaries were 
summoned on the thirteenth day of the first 
month, and an edict, according to all that 
Haman commanded, was written to the 

king’s satraps and to the governors over all 
the provinces and to the officials of all the 
peoples, to every province in its own script 
and every people in its own language; it 
was written in the name of King Ahasuerus 
and sealed with the king’s ring. 13 Letters 
were sent by couriers to all the king’s 
provinces, giving orders to destroy, to kill, 
and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, 
women and children, in one day, the thir-
teenth day of the twelfth month, which is 
the month of Adar, and to plunder their 
goods. 
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Read Esther 13:1–7 
This second Greek addition to 

the book of Esther purports to con-
tain the text of the letter (see 3:13) 
that the Persian king sent to the 
provinces of his empire, justifying 
the pogrom that he was initiating at 
the urging of Haman. The principal 
charge against the Jews is that 
specifically Jewish practices are ev-
idence of their disloyalty to the king 
and the state. 

Reflect: Cultural, religious, and 
linguistic differences are sometimes 
used as an excuse for discrimina-
tion. Undocumented workers from 
Latin America and Muslims from 
the Middle East can attest to the 
distrust with which they are treat-
ed. How do we treat people who 
are “different” from us? Do we 
con sider them as threats to our 
safety and economic welfare? 

Pray: Pray for those who, be-
cause of their religion or their eth-
nicity, suffer discrimination in our 
society. 

Act: Read the statement of the 
president of the U.S. Bishops’ Con-
ference on the need for compre-
hensive immigration reform. Call or 
write your elected representatives 
to voice your support for immigra-
tion reform.
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ADDITION B 

The King’s Letter 

13a This is a copy of the letter: “The Great King, 
Ahasuerus, writes the following to the gover-

nors of the hundred twenty-seven provinces from India 
to Ethiopia and to the officials under them: 

2 “Having become ruler of many nations and master 
of the whole world (not elated with presumption of au-
thority but always acting reasonably and with kind-
ness), I have determined to settle the lives of my sub-
jects in lasting tranquility and, in order to make my 
kingdom peaceable and open to travel throughout all its 
extent, to restore the peace desired by all people. 

3 “When I asked my counselors how this might be 
accomplished, Haman—who excels among us in 
sound judgment, and is distinguished for his unchang-
ing goodwill and steadfast fidelity, and has attained 
the second place in the kingdom—4 pointed out to us 
that among all the nations in the world there is scat-
tered a certain hostile people, who have laws contrary 
to those of every nation and continually disregard the 
ordinances of kings, so that the unifying of the king-
dom that we honorably intend cannot be brought 
about. 5 We understand that this people, and it alone, 
stands constantly in opposition to every nation, per-
versely following a strange manner of life and laws, 
and is ill-disposed to our government, doing all the 
harm they can so that our kingdom may not attain 
stability. 

6 “Therefore we have decreed that those indicated 
to you in the letters written by Haman, who is in charge 
of affairs and is our second father, shall all—wives and 
children included—be utterly destroyed by the swords 
of their enemies, without pity or restraint, on the four-

a Chapter 13.1-7 corresponds to chapter B 
1-7 in some translations. 



teenth day of the twelfth month, Adar, of 
this present year, 7 so that those who have 
long been hostile and remain so may in a 
single day go down in violence to Hades, 

and leave our government completely se-
cure and untroubled hereafter.” 

 
END OF ADDITION B 
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Read Esther 4 
When Mordecai learns of Ha -

man’s plot, he gives vent to his 
grief, but does not let that grief pre-
vent him from taking action to 
counter Haman. Mordecai enlists 
Esther. While she agrees to do what 
she can, Esther realizes that her ac-
tions may lead to her death. In his 
message to Esther, Mordecai says 
that if she does not help him thwart 
Haman, help will come “from an-
other quarter” (v. 14). This oblique 
reference is the closest that the He-
brew version of Esther comes to 
mentioning God. 

Reflect: The Hebrew version of 
the book of Esther focuses on the 
importance of human beings taking 
clear, decisive, and immediate ac-
tion to counter the presence and 
power of evil. Contemporary Chris-
tian readers ought to learn from this 
book that they need not be re-
signed to accepting the evil that 
comes their way; rather, they 
should do all in their power to re-
sist evil’s control over their lives 
and the lives of others—especially 
those on the margins of society. 

Pray: Ask that God may bless 
the efforts of those who take the 
side of the poor and marginalized. 

Act: Familiarize yourself with the 
organizations in your diocese and 
in your city that advocate for those 
on the margins. Become involved 
in the work of one of these organi-
zations, so that you can stand with 
those whom society mistrusts with-
out good cause.
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3 14 A copy of the document was to be issued as a de-
cree in every province by proclamation, calling on 

all the peoples to be ready for that day. 15 The couriers 
went quickly by order of the king, and the decree was 
issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat 
down to drink; but the city of Susa was thrown into con-
fusion. 
 
Esther Agrees to Help the Jews 

4 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, 
Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and 

ashes, and went through the city, wailing with a loud 
and bitter cry; 2 he went up to the entrance of the king’s 
gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed with 
sackcloth. 3 In every province, wherever the king’s com-
 mand and his decree came, there was great mourning 
among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lament-
ing, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

4 When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and 
told her, the queen was deeply distressed; she sent gar-
ments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his 
sackcloth; but he would not accept them. 5 Then Esther 
called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had 
been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to 
Mordecai to learn what was happening and why. 6 Ha -
thach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the 
city in front of the king’s gate, 7 and Mordecai told him 
all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of 
money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s 
treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8 Mordecai 
also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in 
Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Es-
ther, explain it to her, and charge her to go to the king 
to make supplication to him and entreat him for her 
people. 

9 Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had 
said. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and gave him a 
message for Mor decai, saying, 11 “All the king’s ser-
vants and the people of the king’s provinces know that 
if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner 
court without being called, there is but one law—all 
alike are to be put to death. Only if the king holds out 
the golden scepter to someone, may that person live. I 
myself have not been called to come in to the king for 
thirty days.” 12 When they told Mordecai what Esther 



had said, 13 Mordecai told them to reply to 
Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s 
palace you will escape any more than all 
the other Jews. 14 For if you keep silence at 
such a time as this, relief and deliverance 
will rise for the Jews from another quarter, 
but you and your father’s family will perish. 
Who knows? Perhaps you have come to 
royal dignity for just such a time as this.” 

15 Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, 
16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in 
Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and 
neither eat nor drink for three days, night or 
day. I and my maids will also fast as you 
do. After that I will go to the king, though it 
is against the law; and if I perish, I perish.” 
17 Mordecai then went away and did every-
thing as Esther had ordered him. 
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Read Esther C:13–14 
The third addition to Esther con-

tains the prayers of Mordecai and 
Esther. These prayers have three 
functions. First, they present Mor -
decai and Esther as pious Jews who 
turn to God in difficult times. Sec-
ond, they justify the behavior of the 
two protagonists, in particular, Es-
ther’s loyalty to Judaism despite her 
marriage to a Gentile. Finally, they 
imply that the deliverance of the 
Jews was an answer to prayer. The 
reference to the temple (“your 
house”) in 14:9 is an anomaly, 
since the setting of the story is in 
Persia—not Jerusa lem. Also, the 
Persians encouraged the rebuilding 
of the temple. 

Reflect: Christians believe that 
the future is in God’s hands. The fi-
nal triumph of good over evil will 
be the product not of human po-
tential but of divine mercy and 
power. This belief makes possible 
the kind of decisive action taken by 
Mordecai and Esther, because be-
lievers know that whatever they do 
to bring about the triumph of good 
will never be done in vain. 

Pray: When we expend every 
effort to overcome the power of 
evil in our lives, we pray, asking the  
Lord to take our feeble efforts and 
transform them by divine power. 

Act: After doing all that you can 
to repair the damage caused to 
others by your selfishness and sin, 
spend time in prayer. Ask God to 
crown your efforts with success.
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ADDITION C 

Mordecai’s Prayer 

13 8a Then Mordecaib prayed to the Lord, calling to 
remembrance all the works of the Lord. 

9 He said, “O Lord, Lord, you rule as King over all 
things, for the universe is in your power and there is no 
one who can oppose you when it is your will to save Is-
rael, 10 for you have made heaven and earth and every 
wonderful thing under heaven. 11 You are Lord of all, 
and there is no one who can resist you, the Lord. 12 You 
know all things; you know, O Lord, that it was not in in-
solence or pride or for any love of glory that I did this, 
and refused to bow down to this proud Haman; 13 for I 
would have been willing to kiss the soles of his feet to 
save Israel! 14 But I did this so that I might not set hu-
man glory above the glory of God, and I will not bow 
down to anyone but you, who are my Lord; and I will not 
do these things in pride. 15 And now, O Lord God and 
King, God of Abraham, spare your people; for the eyes 
of our foes are upon usc to annihilate us, and they de-
sire to destroy the inheritance that has been yours from 
the beginning. 16 Do not neglect your portion, which you 
redeemed for yourself out of the land of Egypt. 17 Hear 
my prayer, and have mercy upon your inheritance; turn 
our mourning into feasting that we may live and sing 
praise to your name, O Lord; do not destroy the lipsd of 
those who praise you.” 

18 And all Israel cried out mightily, for their death 
was before their eyes. 

 
Esther’s Prayer 

14 Then Queen Esther, seized with deadly anxiety, 
fled to the Lord. 2 She took off her splendid ap-

parel and put on the garments of distress and mourn-
ing, and instead of costly perfumes she covered her 
head with ashes and dung, and she utterly humbled her 
body; every part that she loved to adorn she covered 
with her tangled hair. 3 She prayed to the Lord God of 
Israel, and said: “O my Lord, you only are our king; 

a Chapters 13.8—15.16 correspond to chapters 
C 1-30 and D 1-16 in some translations. 

b Gk he 
c Gk for they are eying us 
d Gk mouth 



help me, who am alone and have no helper 
but you, 4 for my danger is in my hand. 
5 Ever since I was born I have heard in the 
tribe of my family that you, O Lord, took 
Israel out of all the nations, and our ances-
tors from among all their forebears, for an 
everlasting inheritance, and that you did 
for them all that you promised. 6 And now 
we have sinned before you, and you have 
handed us over to our enemies 7 because 
we glorified their gods. You are righteous, 
O Lord! 8 And now they are not satisfied 
that we are in bitter slavery, but they have 
cove nanted with their idols 9 to abolish 
what your mouth has ordained, and to de-
stroy your inheritance, to stop the mouths 
of those who praise you and to quench 
your altar and the glory of your house, 10 to 
open the mouths of the nations for the 
praise of vain idols, and to magnify forev-
er a mortal king. 

11 “O Lord, do not surrender your 
scepter to what has no being; and do not let 
them laugh at our downfall; but turn their 
plan against them, and make an example 
of him who began this against us. 12 Re-
member, O Lord; make yourself known in 
this time of our affliction, and give me 

courage, O King of the gods and Master of 
all dominion! 13 Put eloquent speech in my 
mouth before the lion, and turn his heart to 
hate the man who is fighting against us, so 
that there may be an end of him and those 
who agree with him. 14 But save us by your 
hand, and help me, who am alone and 
have no helper but you, O Lord. 15 You have 
knowledge of all things, and you know that 
I hate the splendor of the wicked and abhor 
the bed of the uncircumcised and of any 
alien. 16 You know my necessity—that I ab-
hor the sign of my proud position, which 
is upon my head on days when I appear 
in public. I abhor it like a filthy rag, and I 
do not wear it on the days when I am at 
leisure. 17 And your servant has not eaten 
at Haman’s table, and I have not honored 
the king’s feast or drunk the wine of liba-
tions. 18 Your servant has had no joy since 
the day that I was brought here until now, 
except in you, O Lord God of Abraham. 
19 O God, whose might is over all, hear the 
voice of the despairing, and save us from 
the hands of evildoers. And save me from 
my fear!” 

 
END OF ADDITION C 

 
 

ADDITION D 
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Esther Is Received by the King 

15 On the third day, when she ended her prayer, 
she took off the garments in which she had wor-

shiped, and arrayed herself in splendid attire. 2 Then, 
majestically adorned, after invoking the aid of the all-
seeing God and Savior, she took two maids with her; 
3 on one she leaned gently for support, 4 while the other 
followed, carrying her train. 5 She was radiant with per-
fect beauty, and she looked happy, as if beloved, but 
her heart was frozen with fear. 6 When she had gone 
through all the doors, she stood before the king. He was 
seated on his royal throne, clothed in the full array of his 
majesty, all covered with gold and precious stones. He 
was most terrifying. 

7 Lifting his face, flushed with splendor, he looked at 
her in fierce anger. The queen faltered, and turned pale 
and faint, and collapsed on the head of the maid who 
went in front of her. 8 Then God changed the spirit of the 
king to gentleness, and in alarm he sprang from his 

Read Esther 15 
Here is the answer to Esther’s 

prayer. The king changes his mind 
and assures Esther that she will not 
be executed. The placement of 
chapter 15 immediately following 
Esther’s prayer implies that her 
prayer affected the king’s new atti-
tude toward her. 

Reflect: Believers pray because 
of their confidence in the power 
and love of God. The effect of the 
insertion of sections C and D into 
the story of Esther and Mordecai 
transforms this story of how two 
Jews outwitted the Persian king and 
his high officials into a primer on 
the effectiveness of prayers of inter-
cession. 
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Pray: Lift up the needs of your 
relatives and friends in prayer. Re-
member too those who are in most 
need of the Lord’s help: the poor, 
the sick, and the grieving. 

Act: Prayer does not exempt 
one from action. Determine to be a 
blessing in the lives of the people 
for whom you have prayed. Look 
for what you can do in order to be 
an instrument of God’s love in their 
lives. 

throne and took her in his arms until she came to her-
self. He comforted her with soothing words, and said to 
her, 9 “What is it, Esther? I am your husband.a Take 
courage; 10 You shall not die, for our law applies only to 
our subjects.b Come near.” 

11 Then he raised the golden scepter and touched 
her neck with it; 12 he embraced her, and said, “Speak 
to me.” 13 She said to him, “I saw you, my lord, like an 
angel of God, and my heart was shaken with fear at 
your glory. 14 For you are wonderful, my lord, and your 
countenance is full of grace.” 15 And while she was 
speaking, she fainted and fell. 16 Then the king was ag-
itated, and all his servants tried to comfort her. 

 
END OF ADDITION D 

 
 

Esther’s Banquet 

5c 3 The king said to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? 
What is your request? It shall be given you, even to 

the half of my kingdom.” 4 Then Esther said, “If it pleas-
es the king, let the king and Haman come today to a 
banquet that I have prepared for the king.” 5 Then the 
king said, “Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as 
Esther desires.” So the king and Haman came to the 
banquet that Esther had prepared. 6 While they were 
drinking wine, the king said to Esther, “What is your pe-
tition? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? 
Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 
7 Then Esther said, “This is my petition and request: 8 If 
I have won the king’s favor, and if it pleases the king to 
grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the king and 
Haman come tomorrow to the banquet that I will pre-
pare for them, and then I will do as the king has said.” 

Haman Plans to Have Mordecai Hanged 
9 Haman went out that day happy and in good spir-

its. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, 
and observed that he neither rose nor trembled before 
him, he was infuriated with Mordecai; 10 nevertheless 
Haman restrained himself and went home. Then he sent 
and called for his friends and his wife Zeresh, 11 and 
Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches, 
the number of his sons, all the promotions with which 
the king had honored him, and how he had advanced 
him above the officials and the ministers of the king. 
12 Haman added, “Even Queen Esther let no one but 
myself come with the king to the banquet that she pre-
pared. Tomorrow also I am invited by her, together with 
the king. 13 Yet all this does me no good so long as I see 
the Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” 14 Then his 
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a Gk brother 
b Meaning of Gk uncertain 
c In Greek, Chapter D replaces verses 1 and 

2 in Hebrew. 

Read Esther 5:3–8 
Esther begins to carry out the 

plan to end Haman’s threat to the 
Jewish community. The first part of 
her strategy is to hold a banquet for 
the king and Haman, giving Haman 
the impression that he is the guest 
of honor. Haman’s vanity leads him 
into Esther’s trap. 

Reflect: Dealing with unjust so-
cial situations requires an informed 
and well conceived strategy—good 
intentions often are not enough. 
Believers are not to be passive in 
the face of injustice, but are to 
work to transform this world into a 
world where justice and peace 
reign. 

Pray: The Magnificat (Lk 1:46–55) 
is an excellent prayer for those who 
are waiting and working for the tri-
umph of God’s justice. 

Act: There are many organiza-
tions, such as Pax Christi, the 8th 
Day Center, and the Franciscan Ac-
tion Network, that have a well-de-
veloped strategy to bring the values 
of the gospel into the political, so-
cial, and economic realms. Consid-
er providing them financial and 
personal support. 



wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a gal-
lows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell 
the king to have Mordecai hanged on it; then go with the 
king to the banquet in good spirits.” This advice pleased 
Haman, and he had the gallows made. 

The King Honors Mordecai 

6 On that night the king could not sleep, and he gave 
orders to bring the book of records, the annals, and 

they were read to the king. 2 It was found written how 
Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and 
who had conspired to assassinatea King Ahasuerus. 
3 Then the king said, “What honor or distinction has 
been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The king’s ser-
vants who attended him said, “Nothing has been done 
for him.” 4 The king said, “Who is in the court?” Now 
Haman had just entered the outer court of the king’s 
palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai 
hanged on the gallows that he had prepared for him. 
5 So the king’s servants told him, “Haman is there, 
standing in the court.” The king said, “Let him come 
in.” 6 So Haman came in, and the king said to him, 
“What shall be done for the man whom the king wishes 
to honor?” Haman said to himself, “Whom would the 
king wish to honor more than me?” 7 So Haman said to 
the king, “For the man whom the king wishes to honor, 
8 let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, 
and a horse that the king has ridden, with a royal crown 
on its head. 9 Let the robes and the horse be handed 
over to one of the king’s most noble officials; let himb 
robe the man whom the king wishes to honor, and let 
himb conduct the man on horseback through the open 
square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall 
it be done for the man whom the king wishes to honor.’” 
10 Then the king said to Haman, “Quickly, take the 
robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to the 
Jew Mordecai who sits at the king’s gate. Leave out 
nothing that you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman took 
the robes and the horse and robed Mordecai and led 
him riding through the open square of the city, pro-
claiming, “Thus shall it be done for the man whom the 
king wishes to honor.” 

12 Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate, but 
Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his 
head covered. 13 When Haman told his wife Zeresh and 
all his friends everything that had happened to him, his 
advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, 
before whom your downfall has begun, is of the Jewish 
people, you will not prevail against him, but will surely 
fall before him.” 
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Read Esther 5:9–14 
Haman’s elation at what he per-

ceives as his new, exalted status at 
court ends as soon as he meets 
Mordecai, who does not even ac-
knowledge Haman’s presence. This 
only inflames his animosity toward 
Mordecai and his people, leading 
Haman to agree with the sugges-
tion that Mordecai be executed in 
a most shameful way. 

Reflect: Haman’s hatred for 
Mordecai becomes all-consuming. 
It blinds his better judgment and ul-
timately leads him into Mordecai’s 
trap. We can give sin that same 
power in our lives, letting it cloud 
our better judgment until we be-
come totally enmeshed in it. 

Pray: Ask for the gift of the Spir-
it, that your judgment may not be 
clouded by selfishness and sin. We 
need to see clearly the status of our 
relationship with God and with 
others. 

Act: It is better to be reconciled 
with another than to allow the ef-
fects of a bad relationship to cloud 
our judgment. Reach out to the 
people with whom you have some 
difficulty to see if you can resolve 
your problems.

Third Proof 091204

a Heb to lay hands on 
b Heb them 

Read Esther 6 
This chapter provides a bit of 

comic relief as the tension has 
risen in the story. Haman designs a 
ceremony to honor himself—not 
realizing that it is Mordecai who 
will be honored. Haman’s wife 
and his friends warn him that he is 
on very dangerous ground in his 
conflict with Mordecai. Still, he 
goes to the banquet that will seal 
his fate. 

Reflect: Rejoicing at the good 
fortune of others is not always 
easy—especially if our relationships 
with them are not the best. Still, it 
makes no sense to become dis-
heartened because of the blessings 
that come to others. 



Haman’s Downfall and Mordecai’s Advancement 
14 While they were still talking with him, the king’s 

eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman off to the banquet  

7 that Esther had prepared. 1 So the king and Haman 
went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 On the second 

day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to 
Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be 
granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half 
of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then Queen Es-
ther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if 
it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my 
petition—and the lives of my people—that is my re-
quest. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be 
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had 
been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would 
have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for 
this damage to the king.”a 5 Then King Ahasuerus said 
to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has 
presumed to do this?” 6 Esther said, “A foe and enemy, 
this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before 
the king and the queen. 7 The king rose from the feast 
in wrath and went into the palace garden, but Haman 
stayed to beg his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that 
the king had determined to destroy him. 8 When the 
king returned from the palace garden to the banquet 
hall, Haman had thrown himself on the couch where Es-
ther was reclining; and the king said, “Will he even as-
sault the queen in my presence, in my own house?” As 
the words left the mouth of the king, they covered 
Haman’s face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in 
attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows 
that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word 
saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits 
high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” 10 So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 

Esther Saves the Jews 

8 On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther 
the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews; and 

Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told what 
he was to her. 2 Then the king took off his signet ring, 
which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Morde-
cai. So Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman. 

3 Then Esther spoke again to the king; she fell at his 
feet, weeping and pleading with him to avert the evil de-
sign of Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had de-
vised against the Jews. 4 The king held out the golden 
scepter to Esther, 5 and Esther rose and stood before 
the king. She said, “If it pleases the king, and if I have 
won his favor, and if the thing seems right before the 
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Pray: We ought to pray that as 
many people as possible experi-
ence God’s blessings in their lives. 
The triumph of good over evil is a 
blessing for everyone. 

Act: Parishes, religious commu-
nities, and political entities some-
times experience factionalism. 
Offer your support to whoever is 
working for the welfare of your 
community—whether or not that 
person belongs to your “faction.” 

Third Proof 091204

a Meaning of Heb uncertain 

Read Esther 7 
Esther manages to spring the 

trap that she and Mordecai have 
set for Haman. She convinces the 
king that Haman is a traitor. When 
Haman tries to implore Esther to 
have his life spared, the king misin-
terprets his actions. In a final irony, 
Haman is impaled on the stake he 
prepared for Mordecai’s execution. 
What remains is for Esther and 
Mordecai to save the rest of the 
Jewish community. 

Reflect: Jesus said, “For with the 
judgment you make you will be 
judged, and the measure you give 
will be the measure you get” (Mt 
7:2). The story of Haman’s down-
fall is a perfect illustration of the 
proverb, which we often find re-
flected in our experience. 

Pray: Pray Psalms 5–9, all of 
which ask for deliverance from en-
emies. Pray these psalms in the 
name of those who suffer persecu-
tion because of their religious be-
liefs. 

Act: Support efforts to end dis-
crimination based on religious be-
lief.  



king, and I have his approval, let an order be written to 
revoke the letters devised by Haman son of Hamme-
datha the Agagite, which he wrote giving orders to de-
stroy the Jews who are in all the provinces of the king. 
6 For how can I bear to see the calamity that is coming 
on my people? Or how can I bear to see the destruction 
of my kindred?” 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen 
Esther and to the Jew Mordecai, “See, I have given Es-
ther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on 
the gallows, because he plotted to lay hands on the 
Jews. 8 You may write as you please with regard to the 
Jews, in the name of the king, and seal it with the king’s 
ring; for an edict written in the name of the king and 
sealed with the king’s ring cannot be revoked.” 

9 The king’s secretaries were summoned at that 
time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, 
on the twenty-third day; and an edict was written, ac-
cording to all that Mordecai commanded, to the Jews 
and to the satraps and the governors and the officials of 
the provinces from India to Ethiopia,a one hundred 
twenty-seven provinces, to every province in its own 
script and to every people in its own language, and also 
to the Jews in their script and their language. 10 He 
wrote letters in the name of King Ahasuerus, sealed 
them with the king’s ring, and sent them by mounted 
couriers riding on fast steeds bred from the royal herd.b 
11 By these letters the king allowed the Jews who were 
in every city to assemble and defend their lives, to de-
stroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any 
people or province that might attack them, with their 
children and women, and to plunder their goods 12 on a 
single day throughout all the provinces of King Ahas -
uerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which 
is the month of Adar. 

 
 

ADDITION E 
 

The Decree of Ahasuerus 

The following is a copy of this letter:  
“The Great King, Ahasuerus, to the governors 

of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, one hundred 
twenty-seven provinces, and to those who are loyal to 
our government, greetings. 

2 “Many people, the more they are honored with the 
most generous kindness of their benefactors, the more 
proud do they become, 3 and not only seek to injure our 
subjects, but in their inability to stand prosperity, they 
even undertake to scheme against their own benefac-
tors. 4 They not only take away thankfulness from oth-
ers, but, carried away by the boasts of those who know 
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a Or Nubia; Heb Cush 
b Meaning of Heb uncertain 
c Chapter 16.1-24 corresponds to chapter E 

1-24 in some translations. 

Read Esther 8:1–12, 13–17 
While Haman’s plot against 

Mor decai has ended in defeat 
through Esther’s efforts, the threat 
to the Jewish people remains in ef-
fect, so Esther begins trying to have 
Haman’s decree revoked. The de-
tails in verse 11 are distasteful to 
modern readers, though what is 
described in this verse reflects an-
cient practice. It is important to re-
member that the book of Esther is a 
work of fiction and that it does not 
endorse such acts of revenge. The 
vesting of Mordecai in royal robes 
puts a finishing touch on his tri-
umph. 

Reflect: The book of Esther is 
about the survival of the Jewish 
people in spite of threats to that 
survival from the powerful. In the 
past, Christians have been among 
those who have persecuted the 
Jews. Recent popes have expressed 
their regret for this and have made 
several gestures showing their de-
sire that Christians and Jews be rec-
onciled. 

Pray: Join with our holy fathers, 
John Paul II and Benedict XVI, in 
praying for the reconciliation of 
Christians and Jews, our elder 
brothers and sisters. 

Act: Participate in interfaith ac-
tivities that include Christians and 
Jews. Become acquainted with 
contemporary Jewish faith and 
practice.

16c



nothing of goodness, they even assume that they will 
escape the evil-hating justice of God, who always sees 
everything. 5 And often many of those who are set in 
places of authority have been made in part responsible 
for the shedding of innocent blood, and have been in-
volved in irremediable calamities, by the persuasion of 
friends who have been entrusted with the administration 
of public affairs, 6 when these persons by the false trick-
ery of their evil natures beguile the sincere goodwill of 
their sovereigns. 

7 “What has been wickedly accomplished through 
the pestilent behavior of those who exercise authority 
unworthily can be seen, not so much from the more an-
cient records that we hand on, as from investigation of 
matters close at hand.a 8 In the future we will take care 
to render our kingdom quiet and peaceable for all, 9 by 
changing our methods and always judging what comes 
before our eyes with more equitable consideration. 10 For 
Haman son of Hammedatha, a Macedonian (really an 
alien to the Persian blood, and quite devoid of our kind-
liness), having become our guest, 11 enjoyed so fully the 
goodwill that we have for every nation that he was 
called our father and was continually bowed down to by 
all as the person second to the royal throne. 12 But, un-
able to restrain his arrogance, he undertook to deprive 
us of our kingdom and our life,b 13 and with intricate 
craft and deceit asked for the destruction of Mordecai, 
our savior and perpetual benefactor, and of Esther, the 
blameless partner of our kingdom, together with their 
whole nation. 14 He thought that by these methods he 
would catch us undefended and would transfer the king-
dom of the Persians to the Macedonians. 

15 “But we find that the Jews, who were consigned 
to annihilation by this thrice-accursed man, are not evil-
doers, but are governed by most righteous laws 16 and 
are children of the living God, most high, most mighty,c 
who has directed the kingdom both for us and for our 
ancestors in the most excellent order. 

17 “You will therefore do well not to put in execution 
the letters sent by Haman son of Hammedatha, 18 since 
he, the one who did these things, has been hanged at 
the gate of Susa with all his household—for God, who 
rules over all things, has speedily inflicted on him the 
punishment that he deserved. 

19 “Therefore post a copy of this letter publicly in 
every place, and permit the Jews to live under their own 
laws. 20 And give them reinforcements, so that on the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, Adar, on that very 
day, they may defend themselves against those who at-
tack them at the time of oppression. 21 For God, who 
rules over all things, has made this day to be a joy for 
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Read Esther 16 
This addition to the book of Es-

ther purports to contain the text 
of the circular letter that the king 
had sent throughout Persia after 
Haman’s fall. The letter affirms that 
God condemns the enemies of the 
Jews (vv. 2–6). The king pro-
nounces the Jews innocent of the 
accusations that Haman brought 
against them (vv. 15–16) and ac-
claims the God of Israel “rules over 
all things” (v. 21). 

Reflect: The contents of the let-
ter make it clear how complete the 
victory of Mordecai was. Not only 
was he vindicated but the Jewish 
people were saved from destruc-
tion and the king acknowledged 
the power of Israel’s ancestral deity. 
Christians wait for the revelation of 
Christ’s final victory over sin and 
death that will be manifested when 
the Lord returns. 

Pray: When we pray “your king-
dom come,” when are asking the 
Lord to hasten the day of his return 
and the full revelation of his tri-
umph over our selfishness and sin. 

Act: We can help to hasten the 
day of the Lord’s return by working 
to transform this world into a world 
of justice, peace, and love. No ef-
fort we make to accomplish this is 
done in vain, for the Lord’s victory 
will be total.

Third Proof 091204

a Gk matters beside (your) feet 
b Gk our spirit 
c Gk greatest 



his chosen people instead of a day of de-
struction for them. 

22 “Therefore you shall observe this 
with all good cheer as a notable day among 
your commemorative festivals, 23 so that 
both now and hereafter it may represent 
deliverance for youa and the loyal Persians, 
but that it may be a reminder of destruction 
for those who plot against us. 

24 “Every city and country, without ex-
ception, that does not act accordingly shall 
be destroyed in wrath with spear and fire. It 
shall be made not only impassable for hu-
man beings, but also most hateful to wild 
animals and birds for all time. 

 
END OF ADDITION E 

 
 

8 13 A copy of the writ was to be issued 
as a decree in every province and pub-

 lished to all peoples, and the Jews were 
to be ready on that day to take revenge 
on their enemies. 14 So the couriers, 
mounted on their swift royal steeds, hur-
ried out, urged by the king’s command. 
The decree was issued in the citadel of 
Susa. 

15 Then Mordecai went out from the 
presence of the king, wearing royal robes 
of blue and white, with a great golden 
crown and a mantle of fine linen and pur-
ple, while the city of Susa shouted and 
rejoiced. 16 For the Jews there was light 
and gladness, joy and honor. 17 In every 
province and in every city, wherever the 
king’s command and his edict came, there 
was gladness and joy among the Jews, a 
festival and a holiday. Furthermore, many 
of the peoples of the country professed to 
be Jews, because the fear of the Jews had 
fallen upon them. 

711 ESTHER  9Third Proof 091204

Destruction of the Enemies of the Jews 

9 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of 
Adar, on the thirteenth day, when the king’s com-

mand and edict were about to be executed, on the very 
day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain pow-
er over them, but which had been changed to a day 
when the Jews would gain power over their foes, 2 the 
Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the 
provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who 
had sought their ruin; and no one could withstand them, 
because the fear of them had fallen upon all peoples. 
3 All the officials of the provinces, the satraps and the 
governors, and the royal officials were supporting the 
Jews, because the fear of Mordecai had fallen upon 
them. 4 For Mordecai was powerful in the king’s house, 
and his fame spread throughout all the provinces as the 
man Mordecai grew more and more powerful. 5 So the 
Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, slaugh-
tering, and destroying them, and did as they pleased 
to those who hated them. 6 In the citadel of Su sa the 
Jews killed and destroyed five hundred people. 7 They 
killed Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Por a tha, 
Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, Vaizatha, 
10 the ten sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the ene-
my of the Jews; but they did not touch the plunder. 

11 That very day the number of those killed in the 
citadel of Susa was reported to the king. 12 The king 
said to Queen Esther, “In the citadel of Susa the Jews a Other ancient authorities read for us 



have killed five hundred people and also the ten sons of 
Haman. What have they done in the rest of the king’s 
provinces? Now what is your petition? It shall be grant-
ed you. And what further is your request? It shall be ful-
filled.” 13 Esther said, “If it pleases the king, let the Jews 
who are in Susa be allowed tomorrow also to do ac-
cording to this day’s edict, and let the ten sons of 
Haman be hanged on the gallows.” 14 So the king com-
manded this to be done; a decree was issued in Susa, 
and the ten sons of Haman were hanged. 15 The Jews 
who were in Susa gathered also on the fourteenth day 
of the month of Adar and they killed three hundred per-
sons in Susa; but they did not touch the plunder. 

16 Now the other Jews who were in the king’s 
provinces also gathered to defend their lives, and 
gained relief from their enemies, and killed seventy-
five thousand of those who hated them; but they laid 
no hands on the plunder. 17 This was on the thirteenth 
day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth day 
they rested and made that a day of feasting and glad-
ness. 

 
The Feast of Purim Inaugurated 

18 But the Jews who were in Susa gathered on the 
thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and rested on the 
fifteenth day, making that a day of feasting and glad-
ness. 19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in 
the open towns, hold the fourteenth day of the month of 
Adar as a day for gladness and feasting, a holiday on 
which they send gifts of food to one another. 

20 Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters 
to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21 enjoining them that 
they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar 
and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by 
year, 22 as the days on which the Jews gained relief 
from their enemies, and as the month that had been 
turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from 
mourning into a holiday; that they should make them 
days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of 
food to one another and presents to the poor. 23 So the 
Jews adopted as a custom what they had begun to do, 
as Mordecai had written to them. 

24 Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the en-
emy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to de-
stroy them, and had cast Pur—that is “the lot”—to crush 
and destroy them; 25 but when Esther came before the 
king, he gave orders in writing that the wicked plot that 
he had devised against the Jews should come upon his 
own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged 
on the gallows. 26 Therefore these days are called 
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Read Esther 9 
The orgy of violence that takes 

up the first part of the chapter (vv. 
1–19) should not be taken as an 
endorsement of similar acts of re-
venge. The acts depicted fulfill the 
culturally determined expectations 
of how Haman’s plot against the 
Jews should have turned out. These 
events are tied to the celebration of 
the feast of Purim, which the Jews 
added to their religious calendar. 
One function of the book of Esther 
is to provide a justification for this 
feast. 

Reflect: Religious festivals offer 
believers the opportunity to thank 
God for his goodness. This is espe-
cially true of festivals like Purim 
that celebrate the deliverance of 
the Jewish people from threats to 
their existence. 

Pray: Join the Jewish people in 
prayers of thanksgiving for their sur-
vival in spite of the persecutions 
that they had to endure. Pray too 
that good relationships can contin-
ue to develop between Christians 
and Jews. 

Act: Visit a memorial to the vic-
tims of the Holocaust to see the ef-
fects that religious and racial hatred 
can have.
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Purim, from the word Pur. Thus because of 
all that was written in this letter, and of 
what they had faced in this matter, and of 
what had happened to them, 27 the Jews 
established and accepted as a custom for 
themselves and their descendants and all 
who joined them, that without fail they 
would continue to observe these two days 
every year, as it was written and at the time 
appointed. 28 These days should be re-
membered and kept throughout every gen-
eration, in every family, province, and city; 
and these days of Purim should never fall 
into disuse among the Jews, nor should 
the commemoration of these days cease 
among their descendants. 

29 Queen Esther daughter of Abihail, 
along with the Jew Mordecai, gave full writ-
ten authority, confirming this second letter 
about Purim. 30 Letters were sent wishing 
peace and security to all the Jews, to the 
one hundred twenty-seven provinces of the 
kingdom of Ahasuerus, 31 and giving orders 
that these days of Purim should be ob-
served at their appointed seasons, as the 
Jew Mordecai and Queen Esther enjoined 
on the Jews, just as they had laid down for 
themselves and for their descendants regu-
lations concerning their fasts and their 
lamentations. 32 The command of Queen 
Esther fixed these practices of Purim, and it 
was recorded in writing. 
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Read Esther 10:1—11:1 
Both the Hebrew and Greek ver-

sions have an epilogue to the book. 
The Hebrew version describes the 
exaltation of Mordecai among the 
king’s courtiers, while the Greek 
version ends by referring to Morde-
cai’s dream introduced earlier in 
section A to underscore the belief 
that God controls Israel’s destiny. 

Reflect: The two ends of the 
book of Esther inform the reader 
that the Jewish community is se-
cure because people like Mordecai 
take decisive action to deal with 
threats and because God protects 
his people. 

Pray: In today’s world there are 
people who still suffer persecution 
because of their religious beliefs. 
Pray that God may grant success to 
efforts to end such persecution. 

Act: Add your voice to those 
calling for action from the United 
Nations to end the persecution of 
people because of their religious 
beliefs.
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10 King Ahasuerus laid tribute on the land and on 
the islands of the sea. 2 All the acts of his power 

and might, and the full account of the high honor of 
Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not 
written in the annals of the kings of Media and Persia? 
3 For Mordecai the Jew was next in rank to King Ahas -
uerus, and he was powerful among the Jews and pop-
ular with his many kindred, for he sought the good of 
his people and interceded for the welfare of all his de-
scendants. 
 

 
ADDITION F 

 
Mordecai’s Dream Fulfilled 

4a And Mordecai said, “These things have come 
from God; 5 for I remember the dream that I had con-
cerning these matters, and none of them has failed to 
be fulfilled. 6 There was the little spring that became a 
river, and there was light and sun and abundant water—
the river is Esther, whom the king married and made 
queen. 7 The two dragons are Haman and myself. 8 The 
nations are those that gathered to destroy the name of 
the Jews. 9 And my nation, this is Israel, who cried out 
to God and was saved. The Lord has saved his people; 
the Lord has rescued us from all these evils; God has 
done great signs and wonders, wonders that have nev-
er happened among the nations. 10 For this purpose he 
made two lots, one for the people of God and one for all 
the nations, 11 and these two lots came to the hour and 
moment and day of decision before God and among all 
the nations. 12 And God remembered his people and 
vindicated his inheritance. 13 So they will observe these 

a Chapter 10.4-13 and 11.1 correspond to 
chapter F.1-11 in some translations. 



days in the month of Adar, on the four-
teenth and fifteentha of that month, with 
an assembly and joy and gladness before 
God, from generation to generation forever 
among his people Israel.” 

 
Postscript 

111 In the fourth year of the reign of 
Ptolemy and Cleopatra, Dositheus, 

who said that he was a priest and a Levite,b 
and his son Ptolemy brought to Egyptc the 
preceding Letter about Purim, which they 
said was authentic and had been translated 
by Lysimachus son of Ptolemy, one of the 
residents of Jerusalem. 

 
END OF ADDITION F 

 

ESTHER  10 714Third Proof 091204

a Other ancient authorities lack and fifteenth 
b Or priest, and Levitas 

c Cn: Gk brought in


