Read Luke 1:1-25

The opening lines of Luke’s
gospel imply a seriousness of pur-
pose: the goal is not to entertain but
to console and reassure the reader.
Jesus and John the Baptist are com-
pared and contrasted. In every in-
stance Jesus comes off as superior
to John. The Semitic tone of these
verses helps to anchor the begin-
nings of Jesus in the history of Israel.

Reflect: The long-range and de-
tailed preparation for the coming of
the messiah bespeaks God's loving
concern for humanity—for me.
The Lord has gone to much trouble
on my behalf.

Pray: | acknowledge your exqui-
site love for me in sending your Son
to earth. | ask for the grace to rec-
ognize as the object of your special
concern every human being who
crosses my path.

Act: Imitate the earnestness of
purpose God showed in meeting
your needs—do something beauti-
ful for God.

a Or for a long time

Dedication to Theophilus

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly

account of the events that have been fulfilled among
us, 2just as they were handed on to us by those who
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of
the word, 31 too decided, after investigating everything
carefully from the very first,a to write an orderly account
for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may
know the truth concerning the things about which you
have been instructed.

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold

51In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a
priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were right-
eous before God, living blamelessly according to all the
commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they
had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and
both were getting on in years.

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God
and his section was on duty, 9 he was chosen by lot, ac-
cording to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10 Now at the
time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of
the people was praying outside. 1! Then there appeared
to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of
the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was
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Read Luke 1:26-38

The difference between the an-
nunciation of the birth of John the
Baptist and the annunciation of the
birth of Jesus is striking. John is des-
tined to be great before the Lord,
whereas Jesus will be great and be
the Son of the Most High. John will
prepare a people, whereas Jesus
will rule the people. John’s mission
is temporary, while Jesus’ kingdom
will never end. John is to be a
prophet; Jesus is the Son of God.
Luke’s focus on Mary is also note-
worthy. It is the foundation of all
subsequent Marian devotion.

Reflect: In coming to Mary, God
overturned several biases of those
times. Mary was youthful in a world
and a time that reverenced age.
She was a woman in a society
dominated by men. She was poor
at a time when wealth was all-im-
portant.

Pray: | ask for the strength to
swim against the tide. Your ways, O
God, are not always our ways.

Act: Make an effort to free your-
self from the prejudices that may
still govern your life.

a Other ancient authorities add Blessed are
you among women
b Gk I do not know a man
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terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you
a son, and you will name him John. 4 You will have joy
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he
will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never
drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the
people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit
and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the
hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient
to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.” 18 Zechariah said to the angel,
“How will | know that this is so? For [ am an old man,
and my wife is getting on in years.” 19 The angel replied,
“l am Gabriel. [ stand in the presence of God, and [ have
been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good
news. 20 But now, because you did not believe my
words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will be-
come mute, unable to speak, until the day these things
occur.”

21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah,
and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. 22 When he
did come out, he could not speak to them, and they re-
alized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He
kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak.
23 When his time of service was ended, he went to his
home.

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived,
and for five months she remained in seclusion. She
said, 25 “This is what the Lord has done for me when he
looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I
have endured among my people.”

The Birth of Jesus Foretold

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.”a 29 But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. 3! And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since | am a virgin?”? 35 The angel said to
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Read Luke 1:39-56

Elizabeth’s words give us a deep-
er understanding of who Jesus is.
The words of both Mary and Eliz-
abeth shed light on the meaning
of the events recounted. Mary
speaks of a downward sweep by
which God pulls down the mighty
from their thrones and the upward
impulse by which he lifts up the
humble.

Reflect: “God’s in His heaven—
all’s right with the world!” Contrary
to the impression we sometimes
have, God has his steady hand on
the helm. He is always at work in
our world.

Pray: God, grant me the insight
into everyday happenings to see
your love and care at work in our
world.

Act: Open yourself to the joy of
seeing God working in your world.

a Other ancient authorities add of you
b Or believed, for there will be
¢ Other ancient authorities read Elizabeth
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her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the pow-
er of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be borna will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for
her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be im-
possible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to
a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of
my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as | heard the
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would
beb a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

Mary’s Song of Praise

46 And Marye said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of
his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call
me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of
their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55 according to the promise he made to our
ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
56 And Mary remained with her about three months
and then returned to her home.
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Read Luke 1:57-80

Elizabeth and Zechariah resist
popular pressure and, in obedience
to the Lord, have their child called
John. As reward for carrying out
God'’s will, Zechariah is freed of his
muteness. The positive content of
Zechariah's canticle is worship and
holiness of life. The God of Israel has
visited and redeemed his people.
Now Luke can go on to show that
God'’s salvation extends beyond
the borders of Israel.

Reflect: How often | have to re-
call that God's ways are not always
my ways.

Pray: Dear God, | ask for the gift
to read your will in the life experi-
ences that befall me. | ask also for
the strength to endure the more
difficult things you may require of
me.

Act: Do not hesitate to express
an opinion that is not popular but is
correct and virtuous. Swim against
the tide.

a Gk a horn of salvation
b Other ancient authorities read has broken
upon
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The Birth of John the Baptist

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth,
and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her,
and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the
child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after
his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called
John.” 61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has
this name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father
to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He
asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.”
And all of them were amazed. ¢4 Immediately his mouth
was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to
speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neigh-
bors, and all these things were talked about throughout
the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them
pondered them and said, “What then will this child be-
come?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

Zechariah’s Prophecy

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke this prophecy:
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and
redeemed them.
69 He has raised up a mighty saviora for us
in the house of his servant David,
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy
prophets from of old,
71 that we would be saved from our enemies and
from the hand of all who hate us.
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our
ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us 7 that we, being rescued from the
hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and
righteousness
before him all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the
Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78 By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon® us,
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
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Read Luke 2:1-20

Mary and Joseph were simple,
law-abiding people. They were
poor, as were the shepherds who
came to share their company. In
those times and in that place, they
did not command much respect or
even much notice.

Reflect: The present-day strug-
gle to achieve status is miscon-
ceived. Cod is not impressed by
human prestige. How wasteful in
our society is all the energy invest-
ed in climbing the social ladder.
There are better things to which we
could devote our time and effort.

Pray: God, grant me the clarity
of vision to see that all the exer-
tion expended in achieving a high
standing among my peers is, in the
end, wasted effort. There are bet-
ter, more worthwhile goals avail-
able to me.

Act: Scrutinize your list of
friends to see if it includes any peo-
ple who are “just ordinary” in the
eyes of the world.

a Or the Christ

b Gk army

¢ Other ancient authorities read peace,
goodwill among people
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80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and
he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared pub-
licly to Israel.

The Birth of Jesus

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Au-

gustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Naza-
reth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Beth-
lehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliv-
er her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. ® Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—| am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: 1 to you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is the Messiah,2 the Lord. 12 This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,b prais-
ing God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!”c

15 When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this
child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Jesus Is Named

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to cir-
cumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name



LUKE 2

Read Luke 2:21-40

Jesus is born into an observant
family. Mary and Joseph are careful
to have this child, the firstborn,
circumcised and presented to the
Lord as prescribed by the law.
Simeon recognizes the child as the
salvation prepared by God in the
“presence of all peoples.”

Reflect: The fact that Jesus has
come for the salvation of all peo-
ples takes the edge of foreignness
from people of different back-
grounds and different colors. Jesus
has come for everyone.

Pray: God, grant me the grace to
deal evenhandedly with all people,
regardless of their background.

Act: Make a concerted effort to
befriend someone of a different
race or cultural background.

a Gk Symeon

b Or the Lord’s Christ
¢ Gk In the Spirit, he
d Ck he

e Gk slave

f Gk Hanna

8 Gk him
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given by the angel before he was conceived in the
womb.

Jesus Is Presented in the Temple

22 When the time came for their purification ac-
cording to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written
in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be
designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon;2 this man was righteous and devout, look-
ing forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he
had seen the Lord’s Messiah.b 27 Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon¢ came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was cus-
tomary under the law, 28 Simeond took him in his arms
and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servante in

peace,
according to your word;

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,

31 which you have prepared in the presence of

all peoples,

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed
at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeona
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Is-
rael, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword
will pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Annaf the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband seven years after her mar-
riage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting
and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak about the childs
to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

The Return to Nazareth

39 When they had finished everything required by
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was
upon him.
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|
Read Luke 2:41-52

On the occasion of a Passover
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Jesus—
without his parents’ knowledge—
remains behind at the temple.

Reflect: Just short of the begin-
ning of the account of his public
life, Jesus is to be found at prayer.
At the conclusion of his life on
earth, his ascension, Jesus takes
leave of his disciples by blessing
them—a gesture of prayer. Jesus
begins and concludes his ministry
on a note of prayer.

Pray: Following in your foot-
steps, O Christ, may prayer be an
integral part of my life and work—
no task begun, no task concluded
without prayer.

Act: Enhance your prayer life by
reading on the subject.

]
]
Read Luke 3:1-20

John the Baptist is presented in
the thick of his ministry. It is all pre-
liminary to the main action: the
coming of Jesus and his ministry.

Reflect: John did not mince
words. He spoke bluntly and cou-
rageously and paid the price for his
directness. Too often, we Christians
are tempted to compromise—in
deference to mammon.

Pray: O Lord, | ask for the
strength to stand my ground in de-
fense of the faith | profess. Grant
me the grace to be steadfast in my
commitment to Christ, even if that
may not be well received by the
world around me.

Act: Be prepared to “bite the
bullet,” to not hedge in taking a po-
sition that is not popular but is
nonetheless true to the teaching of
Jesus.

a Ck they

b Or be about my Father’s interests?
¢ Orin stature

d Ck tetrarch
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The Boy Jesus in the Temple

41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for
the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he was twelve
years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When
the festival was ended and they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents
did not know it. 4 Assuming that he was in the group of
travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started
to look for him among their relatives and friends.
45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jeru-
salem to search for him. 46 After three days they found
him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening
to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who
heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. 48 When his parents2 saw him they were as-
tonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have
you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have
been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to
them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not
know that [ must be in my Father’s house?”b 50 But they
did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he
went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things
in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years,¢
and in divine and human favor.

The Proclamation of John the Baptist

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiber-
ius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was rulerd of Galilee, and his brother Philip rulerd
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
rulerd of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the
book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;

6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be bap-
tized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of re-
pentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able
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Read Luke 3:21-38

Jesus is baptized. His genealogy
is traced backward across the gen-
erations to Adam. The author’s in-
tent is to ground his account of
Jesus in the story of the people of
Israel.

Reflect: Luke’s version of the ge-
nealogy of Jesus reaches beyond
Abraham, so that we must con-
clude that Jesus has meaning not
just for the Jews who descend from
Abraham but for the whole human
race and specifically for each one
of us.

Pray: Lord, across the ages you
have taken thought of me. I am im-
portant to you from forever. This |
acknowledge with deep gratitude.

Act: See in your neighbor a spe-
cial person who, as in your case,
has been in God's thoughts from all
eternity. Acknowledge by an act of
kindness the common bond that
you have with another person,
even a stranger.

2 Or the Christ

b Orin

¢ Ck tetrarch

4 Or my beloved Son

e Other ancient authorities read You are my
Son, today I have begotten you

i Gk Salathiel
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from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
9 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.”

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should
we do?” 11 |n reply he said to them, “Whoever has two
coats must share with anyone who has none; and who-
ever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors
came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher,
what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no
more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers
also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats
or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah,2 16 John answered all
of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one
who is more powerful than I is coming; | am not worthy
to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
withb the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in
his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed
the good news to the people. 19 But Herod the ruler,c
who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his
brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things that
Herod had done, 20 added to them all by shutting up
John in prison.

The Baptism of Jesus

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and
when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descend-
ed upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;d
with you [ am well pleased.”

The Ancestors of Jesus

23 Jesus was about thirty years old when he began
his work. He was the son (as was thought) of Joseph
son of Heli, 24 son of Matthat, son of Levi, son of Melchi,
son of Jannai, son of Joseph, 25 son of Mattathias, son
of Amos, son of Nahum, son of Esli, son of Naggai,
26 son of Maath, son of Mattathias, son of Semein, son
of Josech, son of Joda, 27 son of Joanan, son of Rhesa,
son of Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel,f son of Neri, 28 son
of Melchi, son of Addi, son of Cosam, son of Elmadam,
son of Er, 29 son of Joshua, son of Eliezer, son of Jorim,
son of Matthat, son of Levi, 30 son of Simeon, son of Ju-
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dah, son of Joseph, son of Jonam, son of
Eliakim, 31 son of Melea, son of Menna, son
of Mattatha, son of Nathan, son of David,
32 son of Jesse, son of Obed, son of Boaz,
son of Sala,2 son of Nahshon, 33 son of Am-
minadab, son of Admin, son of Arni,b son
of Hezron, son of Perez, son of Judah,
34 son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abra-

LUKE 4

ham, son of Terah, son of Nahor, 35 son of
Serug, son of Reu, son of Peleg, son of
Eber, son of Shelah, 36 son of Cainan, son
of Arphaxad, son of Shem, son of Noah,
son of Lamech, 37 son of Methuselah, son
of Enoch, son of Jared, son of Mahalaleel,
son of Cainan, 38 son of Enos, son of Seth,
son of Adam, son of God.

Read Luke 4:1-13

Jesus is tested in a struggle be-
tween God and the powers of evil.
Because God is with him, Jesus
conquers. Jesus prefers service of
God to service of self.

Reflect: In less spectacular ways
than the temptation of Jesus in the
desert, the world tempts us. What
is asked of us is an ironclad deter-
mination to honor and serve God,
even in the face of the most entic-
ing rewards for being unfaithful to
the Lord.

Pray: God, grant me the courage
and stamina to resist any thought or
action that runs counter to your
will.

Act: Ward off temptation as fast
and firmly as you can. Take long-
range precautions if necessary to
nullify the power of temptation in
your life.

The Temptation of Jesus

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jor-

dan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He
ate nothing at all during those days, and when they
were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command this stone to become
a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone.””

5 Then the devilc led him up and showed him in an
instant all the kingdoms of the world. ¢ And the devil
said to him, “To you | will give their glory and all this
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it
to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will
all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him."”

9 Then the devilc took him to Jerusalem, and placed
him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you
are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,
10 for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,’
11 and
‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone.”
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord
your God to the test.”” 13 When the devil had finished
every test, he departed from him until an opportune
time.

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,
returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to
teach in their synagogues and was praised by every-
one.

a Other ancient authorities read Salmon

b Other ancient authorities read Amminadab,
son of Aram; others vary widely

¢ Gk he

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been
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Read Luke 4:14-30

Jesus’ townsfolk show them-
selves to be superficial and fickle.
At first they are mesmerized by the
depth and beauty of Jesus’ thought
and speech, but then they think of
all the wonders that Jesus has
worked elsewhere and they turn on
him in a fit of resentment for not
having favored them with his feats
of power.

Reflect: We are not strangers to
that disappointing experience that
Jesus had at the hands of his neigh-
bors. What steps can we take to
ensure that our actions, rather than
mirroring those of his neighbors,
keep us united to Jesus?

Pray: God, grant us the strength
to do what is right and called for in
spite of the clamor of resentment
that rises up from selfish people
around us.

Act: Do an act of kindness for
someone in genuine need without
regard to how that person is per-
ceived by others.

2 The terms leper and leprosy can refer to
several diseases
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brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath
day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He un-
rolled the scroll and found the place where it was writ-
ten:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the atten-
dant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. 2! Then he began to say to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gra-
cious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is
not this Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to them, “Doubtless
you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure your-
selfl” And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown
the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”
24 And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted
in the prophet’s hometown. 25 But the truth is, there
were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and
there was a severe famine over all the land; 26 yet Elijah
was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zar-
ephath in Sidon. 27 There were also many lepers? in Is-
rael in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them
was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they
heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.
29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him
to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so
that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30 But he passed
through the midst of them and went on his way.

The Man with an Unclean Spirit

31 He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee,
and was teaching them on the sabbath. 32 They were
astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with au-
thority. 33 In the synagogue there was a man who had
the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a
loud voice, 34 “Let us alone! What have you to do with
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? |
know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”
When the demon had thrown him down before them, he
came out of him without having done him any harm.
36 They were all amazed and kept saying to one anoth-
er, “What kind of utterance is this? For with authority



1627

Read Luke 4:31-44

In Capernaum Jesus delivers a
man from diabolical possession,
heals Peter’s mother-in-law who
was laid low by a physical ailment,
and after sunset on the sabbath,
cures people with various disabili-
ties.

Reflect: The story of the healing
of Peter’s mother-in-law is very in-
structive. As soon as Jesus has
cured her she is up and about, at-
tending to the needs of those in the
house, as if to express her gratitude
for her cure by waiting on others.
In reflecting on your life, you will
discover much good that has come
to you from God. A whole lifetime
of gratitude expressed in prayer
and action would not be enough to
acknowledge all that God has done
for you.

Pray: Mine must be an unend-
ing prayer of thanks for favors small
and great that have come from
your generous hand, O God.

Act: Perform an act of charity for
no other reason than to acknowl-
edge with gratitude, in a concrete
way, what God has done for you.

a Or the Christ
b Other ancient authorities read Galilee
¢ Gk he

LUKE 5

and power he commands the unclean spirits, and out
they come!” 37 And a report about him began to reach
every place in the region.

Healings at Simon’s House

38 After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon’s
house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from
a high fever, and they asked him about her. 39 Then he
stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. Im-
mediately she got up and began to serve them.

40 As the sun was setting, all those who had any
who were sick with various kinds of diseases brought
them to him; and he laid his hands on each of them and
cured them. 41 Demons also came out of many, shout-
ing, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and
would not allow them to speak, because they knew that
he was the Messiah.2

Jesus Preaches in the Synagogues

42 At daybreak he departed and went into a desert-
ed place. And the crowds were looking for him; and
when they reached him, they wanted to prevent him
from leaving them. 43 But he said to them, “I must pro-
claim the good news of the kingdom of God to the oth-
er cities also; for | was sent for this purpose.” 44 So he
continued proclaiming the message in the synagogues
of Judea.b

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

Once while Jesusc was standing beside the lake of

Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him
to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them
and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to
put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down
and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had fin-
ished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep
water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon an-
swered, “Master, we have worked all night long but
have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down
the nets.” 6 When they had done this, they caught so
many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So
they signaled their partners in the other boat to come
and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so
that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it,
he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from
me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!” 2 For he and all who
were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they
had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus
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Read Luke 5:1-11

Simon has been fishing all night
on the lake of Gennesaret without
any success. Jesus tells him never-
theless to let down the nets one
more time. Simon does so and
makes a spectacular catch. Jesus re-
cruits Simon and his partners,
James and John. From this point on
they follow him.

Reflect: Most remarkable is Si-
mon'’s faith. He had every reason to
think that the fish were not running
at all that night. It must have
seemed pointless to let down the
nets—wasted effort. Still, his regard
for Jesus was such that he did what
common sense would call foolish.
He was richly rewarded for doing
as Jesus directed. One can never go
wrong doing that.

Pray: God, grant me the kind of
strong faith that Simon had that day
at the lakeside.

Act: With faith and trust in God,
do not hesitate to do what God and
the church ask of you, even though
it may run completely counter to
widespread public opinion.

2 The terms leper and leprosy can refer to
several diseases

b Ck he

¢ Gk him

d Other ancient authorities read was present

to heal them
e Ck into the midst
f Gk Man
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said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will
be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their
boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

12 Once, when he was in one of the cities, there was
a man covered with leprosy.2 When he saw Jesus, he
bowed with his face to the ground and begged him,
“Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.” 13 Then
Jesusp stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, “I
do choose. Be made clean.” Immediately the leprosy
left him. 14 And he ordered him to tell no one. “Go,” he
said, “and show yourself to the priest, and, as Moses
commanded, make an offering for your cleansing, for a
testimony to them.” 15 But now more than ever the word
about Jesusc spread abroad; many crowds would gath-
er to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. 16 But
he would withdraw to deserted places and pray.

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

17 One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and
teachers of the law were sitting near by (they had come
from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jeru-
salem); and the power of the Lord was with him to heal.d
18 Just then some men came, carrying a paralyzed man
on a bed. They were trying to bring him in and lay him
before Jesus;c 19 but finding no way to bring him in be-
cause of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him
down with his bed through the tiles into the middle of
the crowde in front of Jesus. 20 When he saw their faith,
he said, “Friend,f your sins are forgiven you.” 21 Then
the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, “Who
is this who is speaking blasphemies? Who can forgive
sins but God alone?” 22When Jesus perceived their
questionings, he answered them, “Why do you raise
such questions in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,” or to say, ‘Stand up
and walk’? 24 But so that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to
the one who was paralyzed—*“I say to you, stand up and
take your bed and go to your home.” 25 Immediately he
stood up before them, took what he had been lying on,
and went to his home, glorifying God. 26 Amazement
seized all of them, and they glorified God and were filled
with awe, saying, “We have seen strange things today.”

Jesus Calls Levi

27 After this he went out and saw a tax collector
named Levi, sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him,
“Follow me.” 28 And he got up, left everything, and fol-
lowed him.
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Read Luke 5:27-39

Levi is called by Jesus. He drops
everything to follow the Master.
Levi hosts Jesus at a great reception
attended by many of Levi’s fellow
tax collectors. This causes some
consternation. Jesus tells a parable
about patching an old garment
with a new patch and about put-
ting new wine into old wineskins—
foolhardy actions.

Reflect: The precipitous way in
which Levi drops everything to fol-
low Jesus is a sterling example of
the readiness we should have in
hearkening to Jesus—no dragging
of feet.

Pray: Grant me a readiness to
do your bidding, O Cod, anytime
and anywhere.

Act: It may be that for a while
you have been inspired to do a par-
ticular good and brave act, but you
have been temporizing. Do it now,
today.

2 Gk reclining

b Other ancient authorities read better;
others lack verse 39

¢ Other ancient authorities read On the
second first sabbath

d Gk he

e Other ancient authorities add to do
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29 Then Levi gave a great banquet for him in his
house; and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and
others sitting at the table2 with them. 30 The Pharisees
and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, say-
ing, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and
sinners?” 31 Jesus answered, “Those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who are sick; 32 [ have
come to call not the righteous but sinners to repen-
tance.”

The Question about Fasting

33 Then they said to him, “John’s disciples, like the
disciples of the Pharisees, frequently fast and pray, but
your disciples eat and drink.” 34 Jesus said to them,
“You cannot make wedding guests fast while the bride-
groom is with them, can you? 35 The days will come
when the bridegroom will be taken away from them,
and then they will fast in those days.” 36 He also told
them a parable: “No one tears a piece from a new gar-
ment and sews it on an old garment; otherwise the new
will be torn, and the piece from the new will not match
the old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins;
otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and will be
spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 38 But new wine
must be put into fresh wineskins. 32 And no one after
drinking old wine desires new wine, but says, ‘The old
is good.””®

The Question about the Sabbath

One sabbathe while Jesusd was going through the

grainfields, his disciples plucked some heads of
grain, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them. 2 But
some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is
not lawfule on the sabbath?” 3 Jesus answered, “Have
you not read what David did when he and his compan-
ions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God and
took and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not
lawful for any but the priests to eat, and gave some to
his companions?” 5 Then he said to them, “The Son of
Man is lord of the sabbath.”

The Man with a Withered Hand

6 On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and
taught, and there was a man there whose right hand
was withered. 7 The scribes and the Pharisees watched
him to see whether he would cure on the sabbath, so
that they might find an accusation against him. 8 Even
though he knew what they were thinking, he said to the
man who had the withered hand, “Come and stand
here.” He got up and stood there. 9 Then Jesus said to
them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm
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]
Read Luke 6:1-16

Cod’s law is reasonable. Cod
does not ask of us the impossible or
even the exceedingly difficult.

Reflect: Consider the gentleness
with which God treats us. He is not
harsh or demanding. “Learn of me,
for I am meek and humble of heart.”

Pray: | acknowledge with deep
gratitude the kindness you show
me, and | ask for the grace to re-
flect that kindness in my behavior
with all whom | encounter.

Act: Make it part of your regular
examination of conscience to deter-
mine if, following in the footsteps of
Christ, you are as reasonable and
kind in dealing with others as Cod
is in dealing with you.

]
]
Read Luke 6:17-36

Jesus here sets down a rule of life
(the beatitudes) for those who have
become his disciples. For empha-
sis, the norms are given twice, first
positively and then negatively. The
community of Jesus’ disciples is to
be governed by the law of love.

Reflect: Jesus expects from us a
God-like response to people. In
other words, we are not to deal
with others as God deals with us.
God’s kindness is bestowed not
only on those deserving of it, but
on all, even the wicked.

Pray: | ask for the strength, O
God, to guide my every action by
the beatitudes.

Act: In the course of my daily ac-
tivities | will make a serious effort to
live according to the beatitudes—
difficult as that may prove to be.

2 Gk cast out your name as evil
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on the sabbath, to save life or to destroy it?” 10 After
looking around at all of them, he said to him, “Stretch
out your hand.” He did so, and his hand was restored.
11 But they were filled with fury and discussed with one
another what they might do to Jesus.

Jesus Chooses the Twelve Apostles

12 Now during those days he went out to the moun-
tain to pray; and he spent the night in prayer to God.
13 And when day came, he called his disciples and
chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles:
14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother An-
drew, and James, and John, and Philip, and Bartholo-
mew, 15 and Matthew, and Thomas, and James son of
Alphaeus, and Simon, who was called the Zealot, 16 and
Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a
traitor.

Jesus Teaches and Heals

17 He came down with them and stood on a level
place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great
multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the
coast of Tyre and Sidon. 18 They had come to hear him
and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all in
the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out
from him and healed all of them.

Blessings and Woes

20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and
when they exclude you, revile you, and defame youa on
account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and
leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven;
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich,

for you have received your consolation.
25 “Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.

26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that

is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.
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Read Luke 6:37-49

Jesus counsels a loving approach
to people. To base one’s life on
Jesus” teaching is like building a
house on bedrock. That house will
stand, come what may.

Reflect: Is this the basic motiva-
tion of your life and action—the
teaching of Jesus? Does that explain
what you do and what you refrain
from doing? Is the controlling factor
in your life social convention or the
teaching of Jesus?

Pray: | ask for the strength to re-
orient my life, to base my behavior
on the teaching of Jesus and not on
any other norm—regardless of the
cost.

Act: Determine what considera-
tions normally govern your speech
and action.

2 Other ancient authorities read despairing
of no one

b Ck brother’s

¢ Gk brother
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Love for Enemies

27 “But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies,
do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even
your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and
if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them
again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to
you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.
33]f you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If
you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to re-
ceive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.2 Your re-
ward will be great, and you will be children of the Most
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Judging Others

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, run-
ning over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you
give will be the measure you get back.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind person
guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? 40 A
disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who is
fully qualified will be like the teacher. 41 Why do you see
the speck in your neighbor’sb eye, but do not notice the
log in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your
neighbor,c ‘Friend,c let me take out the speck in your
eye,” when you yourself do not see the log in your own
eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your neighbor’st eye.

A Tree and Its Fruit

43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a
bad tree bear good fruit; 44 for each tree is known by its
own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are
grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person
out of the good treasure of the heart produces good,
and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; for
it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth
speaks.
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The Two Foundations

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’
and do not do what [ tell you? 471 will
show you what someone is like who
comes to me, hears my words, and acts
on them. 48 That one is like a man build-
ing a house, who dug deeply and laid the
foundation on rock; when a flood arose,
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the river burst against that house but
could not shake it, because it had been
well built.2 49 But the one who hears and
does not act is like a man who built a
house on the ground without a foundation.
When the river burst against it, immedi-
ately it fell, and great was the ruin of that
house.”

Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant

Read Luke 7:1-17

The miracles recorded here—
the cure of the centurion’s slave
and the raising to life of the wid-
ow'’s son—identify Jesus as the one
through whom God is visiting his
people. Not to be overlooked is the
fact that Jesus’ loving concern
reaches out to people who were
scorned in that society, one just for
being Gentile and the other for be-
ing a woman.

Reflect: God is a loving God
who takes pity on those who suffer.
Should not this fact support me in
times of trial? Further, Jesus’ actions
must serve as an example to me in
the course of my own life. | need to
do as Jesus did and reach out with
kindness to someone who is in
pain.

Pray: Father, forgive me for be-
ing indifferent to the suffering of
people around me. Make me a
more caring individual.

Act: | will undertake a feasible
and meaningful imitation of Christ
by helping someone who is in need
or is otherwise suffering.

a Other ancient authorities read founded
upon the rock

b Gk he

¢ Other ancient authorities read Next day

After Jesusb had finished all his sayings in the hear-

ing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 2 A cen-
turion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and
who was ill and close to death. 3 When he heard about
Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him
to come and heal his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus,
they appealed to him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of
having you do this for him, 5 for he loves our people,
and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” € And
Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from the
house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord,
do not trouble yourself, for [ am not worthy to have you
come under my roof; 7 therefore | did not presume to
come to you. But only speak the word, and let my ser-
vant be healed. 8 For | also am a man set under author-
ity, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,” and
he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to
my slave, ‘Do this,” and the slave does it.” 9 When
Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to
the crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you, not
even in Israel have I found such faith.” 1 When those
who had been sent returned to the house, they found
the slave in good health.

Jesus Raises the Widow’s Son at Nain

11 Soon afterwardsc he went to a town called Nain,
and his disciples and a large crowd went with him. 12 As
he approached the gate of the town, a man who had
died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only
son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large
crowd from the town. 13 When the Lord saw her, he had
compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.”
14 Then he came forward and touched the bier, and the
bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to
you, rise!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak,
and Jesusb gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized all of
them; and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet
has risen among us!” and “God has looked favorably on
his people!” 17 This word about him spread throughout
Judea and all the surrounding country.
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Read Luke 7:18-35

“Go and tell John what you have
seen and heard.” People are not
expected to accept Jesus on blind
faith. His deeds and his teaching
attest to his identity and power.
John’s meaning and importance
derive from his connection with
Christ. The jaded populace are like
foolish children in their approach
to John and Jesus.

Reflect: God has not left himself
without testimony to his power and
greatness: “I see his blood upon the
rose.” Do we allow God'’s eloquent
witnesses to have their full impact
on us?

Pray: Ask God for an increase in
faith and appreciation for the won-
ders of creation.

Act: Cultivate a sensitivity to the
signs of God’s existence and power
in the world around you.

a Gk He

b The terms leper and leprosy can refer to
several diseases

¢ Gk he

4 Ck him

e Or Why then did you go out? To see
someone

- Or praised God
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Messengers from John the Baptist

18 The disciples of John reported all these things to
him. So John summoned two of his disciples !9 and
sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is
to come, or are we to wait for another?” 20 When the
men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has
sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come,
or are we to wait for another?’” 21 Jesus2 had just then
cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spir-
its, and had given sight to many who were blind. 22 And
he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have
seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepersb are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, the poor have good news brought to them.
23 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

24 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesusc be-
gan to speak to the crowds about John:d “What did you
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by
the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? Some-
onee dressed in soft robes? Look, those who put on fine
clothing and live in luxury are in royal palaces. 26 What
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you,
and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom
it is written,

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’
28] tell you, among those born of women no one is
greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of God
is greater than he.” 29 (And all the people who heard
this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the jus-
tice of God,f because they had been baptized with
John’s baptism. 30 But by refusing to be baptized by
him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s pur-
pose for themselves.)

31 “To what then will | compare the people of this
generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like chil-
dren sitting in the marketplace and calling to one an-
other,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not weep.’

33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and
drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon’; 34 the
Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say,
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collec-
tors and sinners!’ 35 Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated
by all her children.”

A Sinful Woman Forgiven

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesusd to eat with
him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his
place at the table. 37 And a woman in the city, who was
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Read Luke 7:36-50

When Jesus dines at the Phar-
isee’s house, it is not the host but
the woman described in the gospel
as a “sinful woman” who performs
the ritual welcoming actions. This
woman’s extravagant display of
hospitality—in contrast to the Phar-
isee’s lack of proper respect for a
guest—expresses her acceptance of
Jesus. The woman comes out of the
experience liberated from her sins.
Jesus tells her it is her faith that has
saved her.

Reflect: A perfunctory connec-
tion with Jesus and his teaching—
which is all that the Pharisee in this
story could muster—does not suf-
fice. It is the sincerity of the “sinful
woman” that wins the day. She
does not care about the gossip that
her presence, not to say her action,
evokes from the bystanders.

Pray: Let me never be ashamed
to manifest the respect and affec-
tion | have for you, O Lord.

Act: Like the woman in this pas-
sage, turn to Jesus, regardless of the
cost.

2 The denarius was the usual day’s wage for
a laborer

b Ck he

¢ Other ancient authorities read him

1634

a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Phar-
isee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment.
38 She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began
to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her
hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing
them with the ointment. 3° Now when the Pharisee who
had invited him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man
were a prophet, he would have known who and what
kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is
a sinner.” 40 Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, [
have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he replied,
“speak.” 41 “A certain creditor had two debtors; one
owed five hundred denarii,2 and the other fifty. 42 When
they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of
them. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon
answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the
greater debt.” And Jesusb said to him, “You have
judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman, he
said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? [ entered your
house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has
bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her
hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time | came
in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not
anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet
with ointment. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which
were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown
great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves
little.” 48 Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49 But those who were at the table with him began to
say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives
sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has
saved you; go in peace.”

Some Women Accompany Jesus

Soon afterwards he went on through cities and vil-

lages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of
the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, 2 as well
as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and
infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven
demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s
steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who
provided for theme out of their resources.

The Parable of the Sower

4 When a great crowd gathered and people from
town after town came to him, he said in a parable: 5 “A
sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some
fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of
the air ate it up. ¢ Some fell on the rock; and as it grew
up, it withered for lack of moisture. 7 Some fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked it.



1635

Read Luke 8:1-21

Jesus in the company of some
disciples, men and women, makes
his way through towns and villages,
preaching the gospel. His preach-
ing is successful. The parable he
tells suggests various kinds of re-
sponses to the word of God. What
is accented is the need to act on
faith. The seed that fell on good soil
produced a hundredfold.

Reflect: The privilege and good
fortune of the disciple is that to him
has been given knowledge of the
secrets of the kingdom. All Chris-
tians must ask whether they have
taken full advantage of the insights
that have come to them.

Pray: Grant me the grace to ab-
sorb your word as | encounter it in
the scriptures.

Act: Resolve to embrace God’s
word “with a generous and good
heart, and bear fruit through perse-
verance.”

a Or mysteries
b Gk lacks I speak
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8 Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced
a hundredfold.” As he said this, he called out, “Let any-
one with ears to hear listen!”

The Purpose of the Parables

9 Then his disciples asked him what this parable
meant. 10 He said, “To you it has been given to know
the secretsa of the kingdom of God; but to others I
speakP in parables, so that

‘looking they may not perceive,
and listening they may not understand.’

The Parable of the Sower Explained

11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God. 12 The ones on the path are those who have heard;
then the devil comes and takes away the word from
their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.
13 The ones on the rock are those who, when they hear
the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root;
they believe only for a while and in a time of testing fall
away. 14 As for what fell among the thorns, these are the
ones who hear; but as they go on their way, they are
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life,
and their fruit does not mature. 15 But as for that in the
good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the
word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear
fruit with patient endurance.

A Lamp under a Jar

16 “No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar,
or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand, so
that those who enter may see the light. 17 For nothing is
hidden that will not be disclosed, nor is anything secret
that will not become known and come to light. 18 Then
pay attention to how you listen; for to those who have,
more will be given; and from those who do not have,
even what they seem to have will be taken away.”

The True Kindred of Jesus

19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him,
but they could not reach him because of the crowd.
20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are
standing outside, wanting to see you.” 21 But he said to
them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear
the word of God and do it.”

Jesus Calms a Storm

22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and
he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side of
the lake.” So they put out, 23 and while they were sail-
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Read Luke 8:22-39

Jesus calms a storm at sea and
reproaches the disciples in the boat
with him for their lack of faith.
They are amazed at seeing him ex-
ercise control over nature. When
Jesus and his party land on the east-
ern shore of the lake, they are con-
fronted by a possessed man who
begs Jesus to leave him alone. Jesus
delivers him from possession by the
demons. This causes a great sensa-
tion among the GCerasenes, the
people of that place. The power of
Jesus over winds and spirits is evi-
denced throughout the whole ac-
count.

Reflect: One ought not to limit
the power of Jesus to remote times
and places. Jesus is able even now
to assert control over nature and
spirits.

Pray: | thank you, God, for the
sense of security that your omnipo-
tence and your compassion instill
in me.

Act: One of the ways in which
Jesus can operate in today’s world
to alleviate poverty and pain is
through me. I must be willing to act
as his instrument of healing and
peace.

a Other ancient authorities read Gadarenes;
others, Gergesenes

b Other ancient authorities read a man of the

city who had had demons for a long time
met him. He wore

¢ Gk he

d Ck they

e Ck him
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ing he fell asleep. A windstorm swept down on the lake,
and the boat was filling with water, and they were in
danger. 24 They went to him and woke him up, shout-
ing, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he woke up
and rebuked the wind and the raging waves; they
ceased, and there was a calm. 25He said to them,
“Where is your faith?” They were afraid and amazed,
and said to one another, “Who then is this, that he com-
mands even the winds and the water, and they obey
him?”

Jesus Heals the Gerasene Demoniac

26 Then they arrived at the country of the Gera-
senes,2 which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out
on land, a man of the city who had demons met him.
For a long time he had wornb no clothes, and he did not
live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus,
he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his
voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? [ beg you, do not torment me”—29 for
Jesusc had commanded the unclean spirit to come out
of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was
kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles,
but he would break the bonds and be driven by the de-
mon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is
your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had
entered him. 31 They begged him not to order them to
go back into the abyss.

32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine
was feeding; and the demonsd begged Jesuse to let
them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then
the demons came out of the man and entered the
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into
the lake and was drowned.

34 When the swineherds saw what had happened,
they ran off and told it in the city and in the country.
35 Then people came out to see what had happened,
and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from
whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.
36 Those who had seen it told them how the one who
had been possessed by demons had been healed.
37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes? asked Jesuse to leave them; for they were
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and re-
turned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone
begged that he might be with him; but Jesusc sent him
away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you.” So he went away, pro-
claiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done
for him.
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Read Luke 8:40-56

The common denominator in
the story of the woman with the
flow of blood and the story of the
raising of Jairus’s daughter is faith
and its reward. It should be noted
also that we have here yet another
instance of Jesus coming to the aid
of an outcast. Recall an earlier in-
stance when Jesus permitted a sin-
ful woman to anoint him with
perfumed oil. In this instance the
woman troubled by a persistent
hemorrhage—an outcast, because
of her condition—is favored with a
cure.

Reflect: No one, in Cod’s eyes,
is an outcast—beyond the reach of
God'’s mercy.

Pray: O GCod if | have suc-
cumbed to the prejudices preva-
lent in my world, | regret it and beg
your mercy.

Act: Identify someone you think
of as an outcast—someone beyond
the reach of your concern and
charity. Do something to change
that.

2 Other ancient authorities lack and though
she had spent all she had on physicians

b Other ancient authorities add and those
who were with him

¢ Gk he
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A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed

40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed
him, for they were all waiting for him. 41 Just then there
came a man named Jairus, a leader of the synagogue.
He fell at Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to his
house, 42for he had an only daughter, about twelve
years old, who was dying.

As he went, the crowds pressed in on him. 43 Now
there was a woman who had been suffering from hem-
orrhages for twelve years; and though she had spent all
she had on physicians,2 no one could cure her. 44 She
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his
clothes, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.
45 Then Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” When all de-
nied it, Peter® said, “Master, the crowds surround you and
press in on you.” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched
me; for I noticed that power had gone out from me.”
47When the woman saw that she could not remain hid-
den, she came trembling; and falling down before him,
she declared in the presence of all the people why she
had touched him, and how she had been immediately
healed. 48 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has
made you well; go in peace.”

49 While he was still speaking, someone came from
the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead; do
not trouble the teacher any longer.” 50 When Jesus
heard this, he replied, “Do not fear. Only believe, and
she will be saved.” 51 When he came to the house, he
did not allow anyone to enter with him, except Peter,
John, and James, and the child's father and mother.
52They were all weeping and wailing for her; but he
said, “Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.”
53 And they laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.
54 But he took her by the hand and called out, “Child,
get up!” 55 Her spirit returned, and she got up at once.
Then he directed them to give her something to eat.
56Her parents were astounded; but he ordered them to
tell no one what had happened.

The Mission of the Twelve

Then Jesusc called the twelve together and gave

them power and authority over all demons and to
cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the
kingdom of God and to heal. 3 He said to them, “Take
nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread,
nor money—not even an extra tunic. 4 Whatever house
you enter, stay there, and leave from there. 5 Wherever
they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town
shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against
them.” 6 They departed and went through the villages,
bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere.
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]
Read Luke 9:1-17

The Twelve are sent out to pro-
claim the kingdom. Herod hears of
this and is confused, unsure about
who Jesus is. Upon the return of
the Twelve, Jesus takes them with
him to Bethsaida. A crowd hears of
this and follows. At nightfall they
find themselves in a deserted place.
There is nowhere the crowd can go
to purchase provisions. Jesus mirac-
ulously provides for them.

Reflect: Jesus’ concern to ease
the hunger of the crowds is only
one instance of God’s ardent care
for his people.

Pray: | thank you, O Christ, for
your gentle, loving care of me per-
sonally.

Act: In some very practical way,
ease the needs of someone in
want—such as by making a dona-
tion to a local soup kitchen.

|
]
Read Luke 9:18-36

Jesus asks his disciples “Who do
the crowds say that I am?” Then he
asks, “But who do you say that |
am?” Peter acknowledges Jesus’
messiahship. Jesus warns his disci-
ples that to follow him will be ar-
duous. Peter, James, and John are
taken up to the mountain to pray.
Out of an overshadowing cloud a
voice is heard to say of Jesus: “This
is my Son, my chosen; listen to him!”

Reflect: Even today there are
conflicting opinions about Jesus
and his significance. Thank God
for the church’s authoritative defi-
nition of who he is. To accept Jesus
in this day and age and to attempt
to live by his words is, at the very
least, not fashionable. But, wide-
spread public opinion notwith-
standing, the transfiguration assures
us that Jesus is indeed Christ, the
Son of God.

a Ck tetrarch

b Gk him

¢ Gk he

d Or The Christ
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Herod'’s Perplexity

7 Now Herod the rulera heard about all that had tak-
en place, and he was perplexed, because it was said by
some that John had been raised from the dead, &by
some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one
of the ancient prophets had arisen. 2 Herod said, “John
| beheaded; but who is this about whom [ hear such
things?” And he tried to see him.

Feeding the Five Thousand

10 On their return the apostles told Jesusp all they
had done. He took them with him and withdrew pri-
vately to a city called Bethsaida. 1 When the crowds
found out about it, they followed him; and he welcomed
them, and spoke to them about the kingdom of God,
and healed those who needed to be cured.

12 The day was drawing to a close, and the twelve
came to him and said, “Send the crowd away, so that
they may go into the surrounding villages and country-
side, to lodge and get provisions; for we are here in a
deserted place.” 13 But he said to them, “You give them
something to eat.” They said, “We have no more than
five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy
food for all these people.” 14 For there were about five
thousand men. And he said to his disciples, “Make
them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 15 They did
so and made them all sit down. 16 And taking the five
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and
blessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples
to set before the crowd. 17 And all ate and were filled.
What was left over was gathered up, twelve baskets of
broken pieces.

Peter’s Declaration about Jesus

18 Once when Jesusc was praying alone, with only
the disciples near him, he asked them, “Who do the
crowds say that [ am?” 19 They answered, “John the
Baptist; but others, Elijah; and still others, that one of
the ancient prophets has arisen.” 20 He said to them,
“But who do you say that | am?” Peter answered, “The
Messiahd of God.”

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

21 He sternly ordered and commanded them not to
tell anyone, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief
priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised.”

23 Then he said to them all, “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
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Pray: Dear Jesus, though not fa-
vored with the enlightenment
granted to Peter, James, and John, |
believe and trust in you as the Son
of the Almighty.

Act: Join the RCIA team in your
parish and in that way help to
spread the word that Jesus Christ is
Lord.

]
]
Read Luke 9:37-50

At a father’s request, Jesus res-
cues a boy from an evil spirit. This
is followed by Jesus’ second predic-
tion of his passion. A discussion en-
sues regarding which of the disci-
ples is the greatest. Jesus declares
that the one among them who is
the least is the greatest. It is report-
ed that someone is casting out dev-
ils in Jesus’ name. Jesus’ response
to that is: “Do not stop him; for
whoever is not against you is for
you.”

Reflect: Part of Jesus’ task on
earth is to foil the forces of evil.
Over and over again, Jesus con-
fronts the evil spirits and defeats
them. Because the kingdom has yet
to come in its fullness, evil spirits
are still present among us, and they
are all the more deadly for not be-
ing acknowledged.

Pray: Safeguard me from the
forces of evil at large in our world
even to this day.

Act: Counteract evil by uniting
yourself with Jesus, showing com-
passion for others, and doing good.

a Gk he

b Or but when they were fully awake

¢ Or tents

d Other ancient authorities read my Beloved
e Orit
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their cross daily and follow me. 24 For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will save it. 25 What does it profit them if
they gain the whole world, but lose or forfeit them-
selves? 26 Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words, of them the Son of Man will be ashamed when
he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of
the holy angels. 27 But truly I tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see
the kingdom of God.”

The Transfiguration

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesusa
took with him Peter and John and James, and went up
on the mountain to pray. 22 And while he was praying,
the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes be-
came dazzling white. 30 Suddenly they saw two men,
Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 3! They appeared in
glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his
companions were weighed down with sleep; but since
they had stayed awake,b they saw his glory and the two
men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving
him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings,¢ one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.
34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and over-
shadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered
the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that
said, “This is my Son, my Chosen;d listen to him!”
36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.
And they kept silent and in those days told no one any
of the things they had seen.

Jesus Heals a Boy with a Demon

37 On the next day, when they had come down from
the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38 Just then a
man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, | beg you to
look at my son; he is my only child. 3° Suddenly a spir-
it seizes him, and all at once hee shrieks. It convulses
him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will
scarcely leave him. 40| begged your disciples to cast it
out, but they could not.” 4! Jesus answered, “You faith-
less and perverse generation, how much longer must |
be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.”
42 While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the
ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean
spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father.
43 And all were astounded at the greatness of God.
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Read Luke 9:51-62

Jesus in company with his disci-
ples sets out for Jerusalem. They
are not welcomed in a Samaritan
village because their destination is
Jerusalem. Along the way Jesus ex-
plains the rigors entailed in follow-
ing him.

Reflect: Christianity is not for
the faint of heart. It requires grit.

Pray: O God, | ask for the
strength to face up to the daily
challenges | must face because of
my commitment to you.

Act: Ascertain which of the du-
ties in life is most difficult for you.
This time, carry it out with gusto.

2 Other ancient authorities add as Elijah did

b Other ancient authorities read rebuked
them, and said, “You do not know what
spirit you are of, 5¢for the Son of Man has
not come to destroy the lives of human
beings but to save them.” Then

¢ Gk he
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Jesus Again Foretells His Death

While everyone was amazed at all that he was doing,
he said to his disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into
your ears: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into
human hands.” 45 But they did not understand this say-
ing; its meaning was concealed from them, so that they
could not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him
about this saying.

True Greatness

46 An argument arose among them as to which one
of them was the greatest. 47 But Jesus, aware of their in-
ner thoughts, took a little child and put it by his side,
48 and said to them, “Whoever welcomes this child in
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me; for the least among all
of you is the greatest.”

Another Exorcist

49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone cast-
ing out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him,
because he does not follow with us.” 50 But Jesus said
to him, “Do not stop him; for whoever is not against you
is for you.”

A Samaritan Village Refuses to Receive Jesus

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up,
he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent mes-
sengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a vil-
lage of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but
they did not receive him, because his face was set to-
ward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John
saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command
fire to come down from heaven and consume them?"a
55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Thenb they went
on to another village.

Would-Be Followers of Jesus

57 As they were going along the road, someone said
to him, “[ will follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”
59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord,
first let me go and bury my father.” 60 But Jesus¢ said to
him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you,
go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said,
“I' will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to
those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the
kingdom of God.”
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Read Luke 10:1-24

Seventy are appointed to go be-
fore the Master to prepare the way
for him. They must take their task
seriously and avoid all distractions.
They are to travel light and need to
be aware that they will face danger.
They will be journeying through
Samaria, a hostile venue. The
thrust of their mission is to disclose
to the humble and simple the great
truths about Jesus.

Reflect: It falls to me (as it did to
the seventy) to prepare others to
encounter Christ. Specifically who
are these people? How can |
achieve this effectively?

Pray: Prepare me, O Lord, for
the task of easing your entry into
the lives of others.

Act: Identify the people with
whom you associate to whom you
could introduce Christ.

2 Other ancient authorities read seventy-two
b Or is at hand for you
¢ Oris at hand
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The Mission of the Seventy

1 After this the Lord appointed seventya others

and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every
town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He
said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, |
am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.
4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one
on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if anyone is there who
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but
if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house,
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the la-
borer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from
house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its
people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure
the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom
of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever you en-
ter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its
streets and say, !! ‘Even the dust of your town that
clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet
know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’e 12 tell
you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom
than for that town.

Woes to Unrepentant Cities

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!
For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sit-
ting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But at the judgment it
will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you.
15 And you, Capernaum,

will you be exalted to heaven?
No, you will be brought down to Hades.

16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and who-
ever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me re-
jects the one who sent me.”

The Return of the Seventy

17 The seventya returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in
your name even the demons submit to us!” 18 He said to
them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of
lightning. 19 See, | have given you authority to tread on
snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the en-
emy; and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not
rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice
that your names are written in heaven.”
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Read Luke 10:25-42

In answer to the question “Who
is my neighbor?” Jesus replies with
the parable of the Good Samaritan.
No barriers of race, social standing,
wealth or any other distinction
must be allowed to block the love
and care we owe to our neighbor.
Every human being is our neigh-
bor—social pressures to the con-
trary not withstanding.

Reflect: No pretext (e.g., com-
mitment to the principle of mind-
ing one’s own business, concern
over what others might think) must
ever be allowed to discourage a
person from helping his or her
neighbor.

Pray: May God make me more
alert to the needs of my neighbor
and more willing to obtain help for
that person.

Act: One kind of help that can
be offered to a neighbor in need is
prayer. Add to that prayer material
assistance. The Cood Samaritan
dug deeply into his pocket to pay
the innkeeper.

a Gk he

b Other authorities read in the spirit

¢ Or praise

d Or for so it was well-pleasing in your sight

e Gk him

' The denarius was the usual day’s wage for
a laborer
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Jesus Rejoices

21 At that same hour Jesus? rejoiced in the Holy
Spiritt and said, “I thanke you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from
the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to in-
fants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.d 22 All
things have been handed over to me by my Father; and
no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who
the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him.”

23 Then turning to the disciples, Jesus? said to them
privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!
24 For | tell you that many prophets and kings desired to
see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what
you hear, but did not hear it.”

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.¢ “Teacher,”
he said, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He
said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you
read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.” 286 And he said to him, “You have
given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into
the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and
went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a
priest was going down that road; and when he saw him,
he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite,
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came
near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with
pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, hav-
ing poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of
him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii,! gave
them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and
when | come back, [ will repay you whatever more you
spend.” 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the rob-
bers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Jesus Visits Martha and Mary

38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a cer-
tain village, where a woman named Martha welcomed
him into her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary,
who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was
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saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her
many tasks; so she came to him and
asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sis-
ter has left me to do all the work by myself?
Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord

Read Luke 11:1-13

Jesus responds to a request that
he teach his disciples to pray. The
prayer Jesus proposes opens with
praise to God the Father and fol-
lows this with petitions having to
do with personal needs. Then Jesus
tells a parable that illustrates the
kind of persistence with which one
is to petition God. God's readiness
to respond is noted.

Reflect: Prayer looms large in
Jesus’” teaching. This is reason
enough for every Christian to value

prayer.

Pray: | ask you, Lord, to favor
me with insights that will enrich my
prayer life.

Act: Resolve to make a renewed
effort to grow in the practice of
prayer. Design for yourself a daily
schedule that includes a set time
for prayer.

2 Other ancient authorities read few things
are necessary, or only one

b Other ancient authorities read Our Father
in heaven

¢ A few ancient authorities read Your Holy
Spirit come upon us and cleanse us. Other
ancient authorities add Your will be done,
on earth as in heaven

d Or our bread for tomorrow

e Or us into temptation. Other ancient
authorities add but rescue us from the evil
one (or from evil)

f Other ancient authorities add bread, will
give a stone; or if your child asks for

8 Other ancient authorities read the Father
give the Holy Spirit from heaven
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answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried and distracted by many things;
42 there is need of only one thing.2 Mary has
chosen the better part, which will not be
taken away from her.”

The Lord’s Prayer

1 1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he
had finished, one of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”
2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father,p hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.<
Give us each day our daily bread.d
4 And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted
to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”e

Perseverance in Prayer

5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a
friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend of
mine has arrived, and | have nothing to set before him.’
7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the
door has already been locked, and my children are with
me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 81
tell you, even though he will not get up and give him
anything because he is his friend, at least because of his
persistence he will get up and give him whatever he
needs.

9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you;
search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened. 1!ls there anyone
among you who, if your child asks forf a fish, will give a
snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an
egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirits to
those who ask him!”

Jesus and Beelzebul

14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute;
when the demon had gone out, the one who had been
mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15 But some
of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the
ruler of the demons.” 16 Others, to test him, kept de-
manding from him a sign from heaven. 17 But he knew
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Read Luke 11:14-54

Jesus has cast out a demon and
is accused of being in league with
the devil. The foolishness of this
opposition is pointed out: “Every
kingdom divided against itself be-
comes a desert.” Jesus puts on the
alert those he has delivered from
possession.

Reflect: Just because evil spirits
seem not to be as flamboyant in
our times as they once were, we
must not conclude that they are no
longer active.

Pray: My ceaseless request, O
God, is this: Deliver me from evil.

Act: Defeat evil by doing good.
Do someone a kindness with the
specific intention of defeating evil.

a Gk sons
b Other ancient authorities add or under the
bushel basket
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what they were thinking and said to them, “Every king-
dom divided against itself becomes a desert, and house
falls on house. 18 If Satan also is divided against himself,
how will his kingdom stand?—for you say that | cast out
the demons by Beelzebul. 19 Now if [ cast out the demons
by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists2 cast them
out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if it is by
the finger of God that I cast out the demons, then the
kingdom of God has come to you. 2! When a strong man,
fully armed, guards his castle, his property is safe. 22 But
when one stronger than he attacks him and overpowers
him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and
divides his plunder. 23 Whoever is not with me is against
me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

The Return of the Unclean Spirit

24 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a per-
son, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a
resting place, but not finding any, it says, ‘I will return
to my house from which I came.” 25 When it comes, it
finds it swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and
brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they
enter and live there; and the last state of that person is
worse than the first.”

True Blessedness

27 While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd
raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb
that bore you and the breasts that nursed you!” 28 But
he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of
God and obey it!”

The Sign of Jonah

29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to
say, “This generation is an evil generation; it asks for a
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of
Jonah. 30 For just as Jonah became a sign to the peo-
ple of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this gener-
ation. 31 The queen of the South will rise at the judg-
ment with the people of this generation and condemn
them, because she came from the ends of the earth to
listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something
greater than Solomon is here! 32 The people of Nineveh
will rise up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation
of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here!

The Light of the Body

33 “No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar,b
but on the lampstand so that those who enter may see
the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. If your
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eye is healthy, your whole body is full of
light; but if it is not healthy, your body is
full of darkness. 35 Therefore consider
whether the light in you is not darkness. 36
If then your whole body is full of light, with
no part of it in darkness, it will be as full of
light as when a lamp gives you light with
its rays.”

Jesus Denounces Pharisees and Lawyers

37 While he was speaking, a Pharisee
invited him to dine with him; so he went in
and took his place at the table. 38 The Phar-
isee was amazed to see that he did not first
wash before dinner. 39 Then the Lord said
to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the out-
side of the cup and of the dish, but inside
you are full of greed and wickedness. 40
You fools! Did not the one who made the
outside make the inside also? 41 So give for
alms those things that are within; and see,
everything will be clean for you.

42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you
tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds,
and neglect justice and the love of God; it
is these you ought to have practiced, with-
out neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you
Pharisees! For you love to have the seat of
honor in the synagogues and to be greeted
with respect in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to
you! For you are like unmarked graves,
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and people walk over them without realiz-
ing it.”

45 One of the lawyers answered him,
“Teacher, when you say these things, you
insult us too.” 46 And he said, “Woe also to
you lawyers! For you load people with bur-
dens hard to bear, and you yourselves do
not lift a finger to ease them. 47 Woe to you!
For you build the tombs of the prophets
whom your ancestors killed. 48 So you are
witnesses and approve of the deeds of your
ancestors; for they killed them, and you
build their tombs. 49 Therefore also the
Wisdom of God said, ‘1 will send them
prophets and apostles, some of whom they
will kill and persecute,” 50 so that this gen-
eration may be charged with the blood of
all the prophets shed since the foundation
of the world, 5! from the blood of Abel to
the blood of Zechariah, who perished be-
tween the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell
you, it will be charged against this genera-
tion. 52 Woe to you lawyers! For you have
taken away the key of knowledge; you did
not enter yourselves, and you hindered
those who were entering.”

53 When he went outside, the scribes
and the Pharisees began to be very hostile
toward him and to cross-examine him
about many things, 54 lying in wait for him,
to catch him in something he might say.

A Warning against Hypocrisy

1 Meanwhile, when the crowd gathered by the
thousands, so that they trampled on one anoth-

2 Or power
b Ck Gehenna

er, he began to speak first to his disciples, “Beware of
the yeast of the Pharisees, that is, their hypocrisy.
2 Nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and
nothing secret that will not become known. 3 Therefore
whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the
light, and what you have whispered behind closed doors
will be proclaimed from the housetops.

Exhortation to Fearless Confession

4 “[ tell you, my friends, do not fear those who Kkill
the body, and after that can do nothing more. 5 But [ will
warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has
killed, has authority2 to cast into hell.b Yes, I tell you,
fear him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?
Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. 7 But
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]
Read Luke 12:1-12

In New Testament times it was
the person of Jesus that was under
attack; today it is his church. Now,
as then, the believers in Christ must
keep their wits about them. The
one to be feared and avoided is the
one who can wreak spiritual harm.
One comforting thought is the fact
of God'’s care and concern for us.
The person who remains faithful to
Jesus need have no worry.

Reflect: The forces of evil are
unremitting. In today’s world their
existence is widely denied. This
makes them all the more dangerous.

Pray: Evil distances me from
you, O God. I desire just the oppo-
site—to be drawing ever nearer to
you.

Act: Determine to keep your
composure any time you come un-
der attack for doing what is right
and just.

|
]
Read Luke 12:13-34

Life is God’s gift, freely given to
us. The rich fool was grossly mis-
taken in thinking that his posses-
sions had secured life for him.

Reflect: When one becomes
persuaded of the fact that life is a
gift, then that person can be free of
obsessive attachment to things.

Pray: Lord, spare me the blind-
ness that induced the rich fool to
feel secure in his richness while giv-
ing no thought to you.

Act: Seek to determine whether
there have been times in your life
when you have been as deluded as
the rich fool.

a Other ancient authorities add or what

b Or add a cubit to your stature

¢ Other ancient authorities read Consider the
lilies; they neither spin nor weave
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even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

8 “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me
before others, the Son of Man also will acknowledge
before the angels of God; 2 but whoever denies me be-
fore others will be denied before the angels of God.
10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son
of Man will be forgiven; but whoever blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 When
they bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and
the authorities, do not worry about howa you are to
defend yourselves or what you are to say; 12 for the Holy
Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you ought to
say.”

The Parable of the Rich Fool

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell
my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.”
14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a
judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them,
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance
of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The
land of a rich man produced abundantly. 7 And he
thought to himself, ‘What should | do, for | have no
place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do
this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones,
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 1° And
[ will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But
God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is
being demanded of you. And the things you have pre-
pared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich to-
ward God.”

Do Not Worry

22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do
not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about
your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than
food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the
ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how
much more value are you than the birds! 25 And can any
of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of
life?b 26 [f then you are not able to do so small a thing as
that, why do you worry about the rest? 27 Consider the
lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;c yet [ tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like
one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into
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Read Luke 12:35-59

After discouraging unwarranted
concern over material possessions,
Jesus understandably discusses that
with which one should be con-
cerned, namely the judgment that
God will pass on us. An air of
watchfulness should prevail, for his
coming will be sudden and unex-
pected.

Reflect: Authority is considered
by Jesus as service to others. One
thinks of the papal title: “Servus
servorum Dei” (servant of the ser-
vants of God). Also to be noted is
the fact that we should always be
ready to greet the Lord.

Pray: Lord God, grant me the
grace to conceive of death as a glo-
rious face-to-face meeting with you
and not an uncomfortable moment
of having to apologize for my less-
than-admirable behavior.

Act: Consider your personal re-
lationships, within your home, your
workplace, your neighborhood.
How do they appear in God's eyes?

a Other ancient authorities read God’s

b Other ancient authorities add would have
watched and

¢ Or cut him off
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the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of lit-
tle faith! 29 And do not keep striving for what you are to
eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worry-
ing. 30 For it is the nations of the world that strive after
all these things, and your Father knows that you need
them. 3!Instead, strive for hisa kingdom, and these
things will be given to you as well.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Fa-
ther’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell
your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for your-
selves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth de-
stroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.

Watchful Slaves

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit;
36 be like those who are waiting for their master to re-
turn from the wedding banquet, so that they may open
the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.
37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt
and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and
serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are
those slaves.

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, heb would not
have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour.”

The Faithful or the Unfaithful Slave

41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for
us or for everyone?” 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is
the faithful and prudent manager whom his master will
put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance
of food at the proper time? 43Blessed is that slave
whom his master will find at work when he arrives.
44 Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his
possessions. 45 But if that slave says to himself, ‘My
master is delayed in coming,’ and if he begins to beat
the other slaves, men and women, and to eat and drink
and get drunk, 46 the master of that slave will come on
a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that
he does not know, and will cut him in pieces,c and put
him with the unfaithful. 47 That slave who knew what his
master wanted, but did not prepare himself or do what
was wanted, will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one
who did not know and did what deserved a beating will
receive a light beating. From everyone to whom much
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has been given, much will be required; and
from the one to whom much has been en-
trusted, even more will be demanded.

Jesus the Cause of Division

49 “] came to bring fire to the earth, and
how [ wish it were already kindled! 50 [ have
a baptism with which to be baptized, and
what stress [ am under until it is completed!
51 Do you think that | have come to bring
peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather
division! 52 From now on five in one house-
hold will be divided, three against two and
two against three; 53 they will be divided:

father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against
mother-in-law.”
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Interpreting the Time

54 He also said to the crowds, “When
you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and
so it happens. 55 And when you see the
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be
scorching heat’; and it happens. 56 You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to interpret the present
time?

Settling with Your Opponent

57 “And why do you not judge for your-
selves what is right? 58 Thus, when you go
with your accuser before a magistrate, on
the way make an effort to settle the case,a
or you may be dragged before the judge,
and the judge hand you over to the officer,
and the officer throw you in prison. 591 tell
you, you will never get out until you have
paid the very last penny.”

| Repent or Perish
Read Luke 13:1-21 1 At that very time there were some present who
Jesus urges his audience to read told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate

the signs of the times. Death seems
always to be just around the bend;
hence the need to repent. The
parable of the fig tree is told to
make the point that God is patient
and merciful, as was the vinedress-
er. The exquisite mercy of Jesus sur-
faces again in the cure of the
woman who was crippled.

Reflect: It is a sobering fact that
death is ever at one’s door. It be-
hooves us always to be prepared to
meet God.

Pray: May God grant me a deep
sense of his presence to sustain me
in everyday life circumstances.

Act: Be conscious of the fragility
of life, but not in a morbid way. Try
to view death as the entry to eter-
nal happiness with God.

a Ck settle with him

had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do
you think that because these Galileans suffered in this
way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?
3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all per-
ish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed
when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think
that they were worse offenders than all the others living
in Jerusalem? 5 No, [ tell you; but unless you repent,
you will all perish just as they did.”

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on
it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See
here! For three years | have come looking for fruit on
this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why
should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, “Sir, let it
alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put
manure on it. ? If it bears fruit next year, well and good;
but if not, you can cut it down.””

Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman

10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues
on the sabbath. 11 And just then there appeared a
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Read Luke 13:22-35

Acceptance into the kingdom—
salvation—is not a mere formality.
One must “strive to enter through
the narrow door.” Jesus himself
faced the need to get to Jerusalem
to accomplish the will of his Father.

Reflect: There must be a seri-
ousness of purpose in our lives. We
have to bestir ourselves to achieve
God’s will for us. This endeavor
cannot be a mere sideline. It must
be the main thrust of our lives.

Pray: Dear Cod, let me never
lose sight of the need | have for
your help in achieving my destiny.

Act: Work out a schedule of
prayer and deeds that, supported
by God'’s grace, may lead to eternal
happiness with God.

a Ck hid in
b Gk He
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woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen
years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand
up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over
and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.”
13When he laid his hands on her, immediately she
stood up straight and began praising God. 14 But the
leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had
cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There
are six days on which work ought to be done; come on
those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.”
15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites!
Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his
donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it wa-
ter? 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abra-
ham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set
free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” 17 When he
said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the
entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things
that he was doing.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

18 He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God
like? And to what should | compare it? 11t is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the gar-
den; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air
made nests in its branches.”

The Parable of the Yeast

20 And again he said, “To what should | compare
the kingdom of God? 2!t is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed in witha three measures of flour until all
of it was leavened.”

The Narrow Door

22 Jesusb went through one town and village after
another, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.
23 Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?”
He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow
door; for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be
able. 25 When once the owner of the house has got up
and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and
to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then in
reply he will say to you, ‘I do not know where you come
from.” 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank
with you, and you taught in our streets.” 27 But he will
say, ‘I do not know where you come from; go away
from me, all you evildoers!’ 28 There will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God,
and you yourselves thrown out. 29 Then people will
come from east and west, from north and south, and



LUKE 13

will eat in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed,
some are last who will be first, and some
are first who will be last.”

The Lament over Jerusalem

31 At that very hour some Pharisees
came and said to him, “Get away from
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He
said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me,a
‘Listen, | am casting out demons and per-
forming cures today and tomorrow, and on
the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today,
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tomorrow, and the next day | must be on
my way, because it is impossible for a
prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’
34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that Kkills
the prophets and stones those who are sent
to it! How often have | desired to gather
your children together as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you were not
willing! 35 See, your house is left to you.
And [ tell you, you will not see me until the
time comes whenb you say, ‘Blessed is the
one who comes in the name of the Lord.””

Jesus Heals the Man with Dropsy

Read Luke 14:1-14

God profoundly wills the welfare
of every man, woman, and child.
Every law, custom, or practice must
give way before this fact. There are
rewards in store for the person who
takes the humble approach to
things: “Do not sit down at the
place of honor.” The reward you
receive will come from the Lord.

Reflect: It is the height of selfish-
ness to do a good deed so as to be
rewarded in kind. It makes a mock-
ery of charity.

Pray: Lord, | do not seek to do
good so as to reap rich material re-
wards. Rather, | desire to do good
so as to honor your will that I do so.

Act: Do an act of charity after
taking every precaution that you,
the benefactor, will remain anony-
mous. Do it strictly to honor God's
will.

a Ck lacks for me

b Other ancient authorities lack the time
comes when

¢ Gk he

d Other ancient authorities read a donkey

1 4 On one occasion when Jesus¢ was going to the

house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 2 Just
then, in front of him, there was a man who had dropsy.
3 And Jesus asked the lawyers and Pharisees, “Is it law-
ful to cure people on the sabbath, or not?” 4 But they
were silent. So Jesus¢ took him and healed him, and
sent him away. 5 Then he said to them, “If one of you
has a childd or an ox that has fallen into a well, will you
not immediately pull it out on a sabbath day?” ¢ And
they could not reply to this.

Humility and Hospitality

7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places
of honor, he told them a parable. 8 “When you are invit-
ed by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down
at the place of honor, in case someone more distin-
guished than you has been invited by your host; 9 and
the host who invited both of you may come and say to
you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace
you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you
are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that
when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend,
move up higher’; then you will be honored in the pres-
ence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who hum-
ble themselves will be exalted.”

12 He said also to the one who had invited him,
“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite
your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and
you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.
14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous.”
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Read Luke 14:15-35

The excuses people make for
turning down the invitation to
God’s banquet are inadmissible.
God'’s call must take precedence
over all other claims.

Reflect: Are you ready to put
everything on the line for Christ, or
is there a limit to self-sacrifice be-
yond which you are not prepared
to go?

Pray: Dear God, ask of me what-
ever you will, and then give me the
grace to respond generously.

Act: Choose a particularly de-
manding act of charity and set
about to accomplish it—for the
greater glory of God.

2 Gk he
b The Greek word for you here is plural
¢ Or how can it be used for seasoning?

LUKE 14

The Parable of the Great Dinner

15 One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to
him, “Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the king-
dom of God!” 16 Then Jesus? said to him, “Someone
gave a great dinner and invited many. 17 At the time for
the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had
been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ 18 But
they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to
him, ‘[ have bought a piece of land, and | must go out
and see it; please accept my regrets.’ 19 Another said, ‘I
have bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to try
them out; please accept my regrets.’ 20 Another said, ‘|
have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’
21 So the slave returned and reported this to his master.
Then the owner of the house became angry and said to
his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of
the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind,
and the lame.’ 22 And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you or-
dered has been done, and there is still room.” 23 Then
the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and
lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house
may be filled. 24 For I tell you,> none of those who were
invited will taste my dinner.””

The Cost of Discipleship

25 Now large crowds were traveling with him; and
he turned and said to them, 26 “Whoever comes to me
and does not hate father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be
my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you,
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to
complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a founda-
tion and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and
was not able to finish.” 31 Or what king, going out to
wage war against another king, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty
thousand? 32 If he cannot, then, while the other is still far
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of
peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my dis-
ciple if you do not give up all your possessions.

About Salt

34 “Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how can
its saltiness be restored?c 35 It is fit neither for the soil
nor for the manure pile; they throw it away. Let anyone
with ears to hear listen!”
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Read Luke 15

In considering the parable of the
lost sheep one cannot help but
think of Francis Thompson’s poem,
“Hound of Heaven” in relentless
pursuit of souls. The immense love
of God for errant souls is most
clearly and powerfully implied in
the parable of the prodigal son.

Reflect: God'’s love for you is not
a pallid, vague affection. It is a wild,
intense, unreasonable love, wholly
undeserved.

Pray: What return can | make to
you, dear God, for the limitless af-
fection you have for me?

Act: As a practical expression of
gratitude to God, imitate him and
go out of your way to be kind and
gracious to someone who is in no
way deserving of your regard.

2 Gk drachmas, each worth about a day’s
wage for a laborer

b Ck he

¢ Other ancient authorities read filled his
stomach with
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The Parable of the Lost Sheep

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were com-

ing near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you,
having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after
the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found
it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ¢ And when
he comes home, he calls together his friends and neigh-
bors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
my sheep that was lost.” 7 Just so, | tell you, there will
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repen-
tance.

The Parable of the Lost Coin

8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins,? if she
loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the
house, and search carefully until she finds it? ® When
she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the
coin that [ had lost.” 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”

The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother

11 Then JesusP said, “There was a man who had two
sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father,
give me the share of the property that will belong to
me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 A few
days later the younger son gathered all he had and trav-
eled to a distant country, and there he squandered his
property in dissolute living. 4 When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would
gladly have filled himself withc the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my fa-
ther’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but
here | am dying of hunger! 18 [ will get up and go to my
father, and | will say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; 1°1 am no longer wor-
thy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.” 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while
he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and
kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, | have
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sinned against heaven and before you; | am
no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quick-
ly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put
it on him; put a ring on his finger and san-
dals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;
24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found!" And they
began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the field;
and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He
called one of the slaves and asked what
was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back

LUKE 16

safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry
and refused to go in. His father came out
and began to plead with him. 29 But he an-
swered his father, ‘Listen! For all these
years | have been working like a slave for
you, and [ have never disobeyed your com-
mand; yet you have never given me even a
young goat so that [ might celebrate with
my friends. 30 But when this son of yours
came back, who has devoured your prop-
erty with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!” 31 Then the father said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all
that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to cel-
ebrate and rejoice, because this brother of
yours was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and has been found.”

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager

Read Luke 16:1-13

A person would be well advised
to apply the ingenuity one prac-
tices in business and social life to
the working out of one’s relation-
ship with God. It will not do to
straddle the fence; we cannot serve
God and mammon.

Reflect: One’s commitment to
God must be absolute. There must
be no thought of trying to live for
God while being unquestioningly
faithful to the world’s expectations.

Pray: Dear Cod, | ask for the
grace to keep my eyes and my
heart fixed on you.

Act: In planning your life ac-
cording to God'’s will, try to be sin-
gle-hearted, and do not worry
about the disapproval that such a
way of life might elicit from family
and friends.

a Other ancient authorities add Treat me like

one of your hired servants
b Ck he
¢ Gk mammon
d Gk tents

1 Then Jesusb said to the disciples, “There was a

rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his prop-
erty. 2 So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is
this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of
your management, because you cannot be my manag-
er any longer.’” 3 Then the manager said to himself,
‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the posi-
tion away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and
| am ashamed to beg. 41 have decided what to do so
that, when [ am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.” 3 So, summoning his
master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How
much do you owe my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hun-
dred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit
down quickly, and make it fifty.” 7 Then he asked an-
other, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hun-
dred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your
bill and make it eighty.” 8 And his master commended
the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly;
for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing
with their own generation than are the children of light.
9 And [ tell you, make friends for yourselves by means
of dishonest wealthc so that when it is gone, they may
welcome you into the eternal homes.d

10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also
in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dis-
honest also in much. 11 If then you have not been faith-
ful with the dishonest wealth,c who will entrust to you
the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with
what belongs to another, who will give you what is your
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Read Luke 16:14-31

God'’s ways are not our ways.
We must adopt God's ways and
make them our own. The parable
of the rich man and Lazarus speaks
of a dramatic reversal of fortunes in
the next life. Lazarus, who in this
life was wretchedly poor, in the
next life rests comfortably in Abra-
ham’s bosom; the rich man, who in
this life lived sumptuously, is in tor-
ment.

Reflect: Here we have yet an-
other salutary reminder that some-
times “to go with the flow,” to close
our eyes to the needs of those
around us as the rich man in the
parable did, is to invite ultimate
disaster.

Pray: | ask for the strength to re-
sist the modern-day emphasis on
personal comfort and self-fulfill-
ment and for the grace to be di-
rected as disclosed in the Scriptures
and in Church teachings.

some “Lazarus” of your acquain-
tance.

2 Gk mammon

b Or everyone is strongly urged to enter it
¢ Gk to Abraham’s bosom

d Gk in his bosom

Act: Do something to assist
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own? 13 No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.”a

The Law and the Kingdom of God

14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard
all this, and they ridiculed him. 15 So he said to them,
“You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of oth-
ers; but God knows your hearts; for what is prized by
human beings is an abomination in the sight of God.

16 “The law and the prophets were in effect until
John came; since then the good news of the kingdom
of God is proclaimed, and everyone tries to enter it by
force.b 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass
away, than for one stroke of a letter in the law to be
dropped.

18 “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries an-
other commits adultery, and whoever marries a woman
divorced from her husband commits adultery.

The Rich Man and Lazarus

19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in pur-
ple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every
day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger
with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs
would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died
and was carried away by the angels to be with Abra-
ham.c The rich man also died and was buried. 23In
Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up
and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side.d
24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’
25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your
lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in
like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here,
and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you
and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and
no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then,
father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—
28 for | have five brothers—that he may warn them, so
that they will not also come into this place of torment.’
29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the proph-
ets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen
to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be con-
vinced even if someone rises from the dead.””
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Read Luke 17:1-19

One must be a help, not a hin-
drance, to a neighbor’s salvation.
Let there be no limits to your faith
in God. Be like the Samaritan lep-
er—quick and generous in acknowl-
edging God’s goodness to you.

Reflect: Over and over again,
though perhaps not as spectacular-
ly, Jesus has done for you what he
did for the ten lepers.

Pray: Never tire of acknowledg-
ing in prayer God’s ongoing care of
you.

Act: If you are holding a grudge
against someone for some slight
that he or she may have perpetrat-
ed against you, wipe it off the slate

Read Luke 17:20-37

We must not let ourselves be
misled regarding the nature and
timing of the coming of Cod’s king-
dom. We must always be on the
alert.

Reflect: In the deeds of power
performed by Jesus we see the ar-
rival of the kingdom. Let us not be
like Lot’s wife, for whom posses-
sions were paramount. Foolishly
she focused on what she had lost
and as a result lost her life.

Pray: Lord God, keep me fo-
cused on the essential truths of life
and faith. Do not let me be dis-
tracted by what is ephemeral.

Act: Take time to reflect on the
focus of your life and thought, your
main concerns. Do they make
sense in light of the coming of the
kingdom?

2 Gk He

b Ck your brother

¢ Gk faith as a grain of

d Gk he

¢ The terms leper and leprosy can refer to
several diseases

f Ck his

& Or within

now.

LUKE 17

Some Sayings of Jesus

1 Jesus2 said to his disciples, “Occasions for

stumbling are bound to come, but woe to any-
one by whom they come! 2 It would be better for you if
a millstone were hung around your neck and you were
thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these
little ones to stumble. 3 Be on your guard! If another dis-
cipleb sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if there is
repentance, you must forgive. 4 And if the same person
sins against you seven times a day, and turns back to
you seven times and says, ‘I repent,” you must forgive.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of ac mus-
tard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be up-
rooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.

7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has
just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field,
‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’?
8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for
me, put on your apron and serve me while | eat and
drink; later you may eat and drink’? © Do you thank the
slave for doing what was commanded? 10 So you also,
when you have done all that you were ordered to do,
say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what
we ought to have done!””

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers

110n the way to Jerusalem Jesus? was going
through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As
he entered a village, ten leperse approached him. Keep-
ing their distance, 13they called out, saying, “Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw them, he
said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”
And as they went, they were made clean. 15 Then one
of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back,
praising God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself
at Jesus’f feet and thanked him. And he was a Samari-
tan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean?
But the other nine, where are they? 18 Was none of them
found to return and give praise to God except this for-
eigner?” 12 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your
way; your faith has made you well.”

The Coming of the Kingdom

20 Once Jesusd was asked by the Pharisees when the
kingdom of God was coming, and he answered, “The
kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be
observed; 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!” or ‘There
it is!’” For, in fact, the kingdom of God is amongs¢ you.”

22 Then he said to the disciples, “The days are com-
ing when you will long to see one of the days of the Son



LUKE 17

of Man, and you will not see it. 23 They will
say to you, ‘Look there!’ or ‘Look here!’ Do
not go, do not set off in pursuit. 24 For as
the lightning flashes and lights up the sky
from one side to the other, so will the Son
of Man be in his day.2 25 But first he must
endure much suffering and be rejected by
this generation. 26 Just as it was in the days
of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the
Son of Man. 27 They were eating and drink-
ing, and marrying and being given in mar-
riage, until the day Noah entered the ark,
and the flood came and destroyed all of
them. 28 Likewise, just as it was in the days
of Lot: they were eating and drinking, buy-
ing and selling, planting and building,
29 but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it
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rained fire and sulfur from heaven and de-
stroyed all of them 30—it will be like that on
the day that the Son of Man is revealed.
310n that day, anyone on the housetop
who has belongings in the house must not
come down to take them away; and like-
wise anyone in the field must not turn back.
32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Those who try
to make their life secure will lose it, but
those who lose their life will keep it. 341 tell
you, on that night there will be two in one
bed; one will be taken and the other left.
35 There will be two women grinding meal
together; one will be taken and the other
left.”> 37 Then they asked him, “Where,
Lord?” He said to them, “Where the corpse
is, there the vultures will gather.”

Read Luke 18:1-14

Two lessons are to be learned
about prayer: perseverance and
humility.

Reflect: Perseverance implies
seriousness of purpose; humility
implies a correct understanding of
God's greatness.

Pray: Out of my littleness, O
God, I acknowledge your greatness
and your goodness in taking seri-
ously my needs and desires.

Act: In imitation of God's care
for you, do an act of charity for
someone in need.

2 Other ancient authorities lack in his day

b Other ancient authorities add verse 36,
“Two will be in the field; one will be taken
and the other left.”

¢ Gk he

@ Or so that she may not finally come and
slap me in the face

The Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge

1 Then Jesuse told them a parable about their

need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2 He
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither
feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city
there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying,
‘Grant me justice against my opponent.” 4 For a while
he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though [ have
no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because
this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice,
so that she may not wear me out by continually com-
ing.””d 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust
judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his cho-
sen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay
long in helping them? 81 tell you, he will quickly grant
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes,
will he find faith on earth?”

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous and regarded
others with contempt: 1 “Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax col-
lector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was pray-
ing thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. 12| fast twice a week; | give a tenth of all
my income.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’
14] tell you, this man went down to his home justified
rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will
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Read Luke 18:15-34

What is required of us is a child-
like humility and the observance of
the commandments. This is not
easily achieved, but a generous ef-
fort in this direction will be richly
rewarded. Those who throw their
lot in with Christ must not grow dis-
couraged because, after vast tribu-
lation, “on the third day he will rise
again.”

Reflect: Hope in Christ is not
misplaced. In the end, “Christ will
reign, Christ will win.”

Pray: May Cod grant me the
strength to persevere in loving and
serving him.

Act: Resolve to move through
life with the conviction that all
things work out well for those who
love God.

2 Gk lacks the money

LUKE 18

be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be
exalted.”

Jesus Blesses Little Children

15 People were bringing even infants to him that he
might touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they
sternly ordered them not to do it. 16 But Jesus called for
them and said, “Let the little children come to me, and
do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the king-
dom of God belongs. 17 Truly I tell you, whoever does
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will nev-
er enter it.”

The Rich Ruler

18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what
must [ do to inherit eternal life?” 19 Jesus said to him,
“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not
steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor your father
and mother.”” 21 He replied, “I have kept all these since
my youth.” 22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him,
“There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and
distribute the money? to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 23 But when he
heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich. 24 Jesus
looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be
saved?” 27 He replied, “What is impossible for mortals is
possible for God.”

28 Then Peter said, “Look, we have left our homes
and followed you.” 29 And he said to them, “Truly I tell
you, there is no one who has left house or wife or broth-
ers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom
of God, 30 who will not get back very much more in this
age, and in the age to come eternal life.”

A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

31 Then he took the twelve aside and said to them,
“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything
that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will
be accomplished. 32 For he will be handed over to the
Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat
upon. 33 After they have flogged him, they will kill him,
and on the third day he will rise again.” 34 But they un-
derstood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he
said was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what
was said.
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Read Luke 18:35—19:10

After being cured, the blind man
begins a new way of life—he fol-
lows Jesus, glorifying God. Zacchae-
us’s desire to see Jesus is extrava-
gantly fulfilled by Jesus, who pays
him the ultimate compliment by
coming to Zacchaeus’s house.

Reflect: Jesus is open to my pe-
titions as much as he was to the
blind man’s plea. Judging from the
way Jesus responded to Zacchae-
us’s interest in him, we must con-
clude that Jesus outdoes himself in
response to our reaching out to him.

Pray: Help me, O Lord, to see
you in every person that | meet and
to find you in every life situation
that confronts me.

Act: Single out your most press-
ing need and turn to God with it.

]
]
Read Luke 19:11-27

It is not enough to safeguard the
gifts and talents given to us by God.
Rather, they must be employed in
such a way as to make them grow.

Reflect: What are the gifts that
God has bestowed on me? What
have | done with these gifts?

Pray: Lord, grant me the clarity
of mind to become fully aware of
the gifts and talents you have be-
stowed on me. Help me to employ
these gifts and talents for your
greater glory.

Act: Identify one gift or talent
you have received from the Lord
and use it today for his glory.

2 Gk the Nazorean
b The mina, rendered here by pound, was
about three months’ wages for a laborer
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Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar Near Jericho

35 As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sit-
ting by the roadside begging. 36 When he heard a crowd
going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told
him, “Jesus of Nazaretha is passing by.” 38 Then he
shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
39 Those who were in front sternly ordered him to be
quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, “Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 40 Jesus stood still and ordered
the man to be brought to him; and when he came near,
he asked him, 4! “What do you want me to do for you?”
He said, “Lord, let me see again.” 42 Jesus said to him,
“Receive your sight; your faith has saved you.” 43 Im-
mediately he regained his sight and followed him, glo-
rifying God; and all the people, when they saw it,
praised God.

Jesus and Zacchaeus

1 He entered Jericho and was passing through it.

2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a
chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could
not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead
and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he
was going to pass that way. 5> When Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hur-
ry and come down; for | must stay at your house today.”
6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him.
7All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has
gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zaccha-
eus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my
possessions, Lord, [ will give to the poor; and if | have
defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four
times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today sal-
vation has come to this house, because he too is a son
of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out
and to save the lost.”

The Parable of the Ten Pounds

11 As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a
parable, because he was near Jerusalem, and because
they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear
immediately. 12 So he said, “A nobleman went to a dis-
tant country to get royal power for himself and then re-
turn. 13 He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them
ten pounds,b and said to them, ‘Do business with these
until [ come back.’ 14 But the citizens of his country hat-
ed him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do
not want this man to rule over us.’ 15> When he returned,
having received royal power, he ordered these slaves,
to whom he had given the money, to be summoned so
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Read Luke 19:28-48

Jesus enters Jerusalem. This is a
visitation of God that brings peace
to the city. One must think of
Malachi’s prophecy: “And the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple,” (Mal 3:7). Let
the words of Jesus, “The Lord
needs it,” govern the utilization of
your capabilities.

Reflect: The people’s acclaim of
Jesus on his entry into the city
makes one think of Augustine’s
profound observation: “Our hearts
were made for thee and they shall
not rest until they rest in thee.”

Pray: Dear Jesus, in my recep-
tion of the Eucharist, let me wel-
come you with the joy with which
the crowds welcomed you as you
entered the holy city.

Act: The people took some
pains to ease Jesus' entry into
Jerusalem. Consider what effort
you could make to ease the entry
of Jesus into the life of someone
close to you.

LUKE 19

that he might find out what they had gained by trading.
16 The first came forward and said, ‘Lord, your pound
has made ten more pounds.’” 17 He said to him, ‘Well
done, good slave! Because you have been trustworthy
in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.” 18 Then
the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has made
five pounds.’ 12 He said to him, ‘And you, rule over five
cities.” 20 Then the other came, saying, ‘Lord, here is
your pound. | wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, 21 for |
was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; you
take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did
not sow.’ 22 He said to him, ‘[ will judge you by your own
words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you, that [ was
a harsh man, taking what | did not deposit and reaping
what [ did not sow? 23 Why then did you not put my
money into the bank? Then when | returned, [ could
have collected it with interest.” 24 He said to the by-
standers, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the
one who has ten pounds.” 25 (And they said to him,
‘Lord, he has ten pounds!’) 26 ‘[ tell you, to all those who
have, more will be given; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 27 But
as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be
king over them—bring them here and slaughter them in

”

my presence.

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going
up to Jerusalem.

29 When he had come near Bethphage and
Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he
sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there
a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’
just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.”” 32 So those who were
sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As
they were untying the colt, its owners asked them,
“Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord
needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; and after
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36
As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on
the road. 37 As he was now approaching the path down
from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice
for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying,

“Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him,
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“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”
40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were
silent, the stones would shout out.”

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

41 As he came near and saw the city,
he wept over it, 42 saying, “If you, even you,
had only recognized on this day the things
that make for peace! But now they are hid-
den from your eyes. 43 Indeed, the days will
come upon you, when your enemies will
set up ramparts around you and surround
you, and hem you in on every side. 44 They
will crush you to the ground, you and your
children within you, and they will not leave
within you one stone upon another; be-
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cause you did not recognize the time of
your visitation from God."2

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

45 Then he entered the temple and be-
gan to drive out those who were selling
things there; 46 and he said, “It is written,

‘My house shall be a house of prayer’;
but you have made it a den of
robbers.”

47 Every day he was teaching in the
temple. The chief priests, the scribes, and
the leaders of the people kept looking for a
way to kill him; 48 but they did not find any-
thing they could do, for all the people were
spellbound by what they heard.

The Authority of Jesus Questioned

Read Luke 20:1-19

Jesus disrupts the attempt of the
chief priests and the scribes to put
him down. The parable he tells
only thinly disguises the murderous
intent of the chief priests and
scribes. The quote from Psalm
118:22 is right on the mark: “The
stone that the builders rejected has
become the chief cornerstone.”

Reflect: The attempts to dis-
credit Jesus and his gospel have not
abated through the centuries but, if
anything, have taken on greater
force. How can we best deal with
such attempts?

Pray: | ask for courage and wis-
dom, O God, in dealing with the
opposition to you that surfaces in
my world.

Act: Look for the chance to set
the record straight when you hear
misrepresentations and distortions
of Jesus and his gospel.

a Gk lacks from God

2 One day, as he was teaching the people in the

temple and telling the good news, the chief
priests and the scribes came with the elders 2 and said
to him, “Tell us, by what authority are you doing these
things? Who is it who gave you this authority?” 3 He an-
swered them, “I will also ask you a question, and you
tell me: 4 Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin?” 5 They discussed it with one
another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say,
‘Why did you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘Of hu-
man origin,” all the people will stone us; for they are
convinced that John was a prophet.” 7So they an-
swered that they did not know where it came from.
8 Then Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by
what authority | am doing these things.”

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants

9 He began to tell the people this parable: “A man
planted a vineyard, and leased it to tenants, and went to
another country for a long time. 19 When the season
came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order that they
might give him his share of the produce of the vineyard;
but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-
handed. !! Next he sent another slave; that one also
they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed.
12 And he sent still a third; this one also they wounded
and threw out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said,
‘What shall [ do? [ will send my beloved son; perhaps
they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants saw him,
they discussed it among themselves and said, ‘This is
the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance may be
ours.” 1580 they threw him out of the vineyard and



1661

Read Luke 20:20—21:4

Jesus is subjected to a barrage of
questions intended to entrap him.
He succeeds in roundly confuting
all of his opponents’ arguments.
Jesus is eloquent in praise of the
poor woman who contributes all
the money she has.

Reflect: In today’s world, believ-
ing Christians are similarly under
fire. We need to have not only
deep conviction about the truths of
our faith but also the courage to
speak out in defense of them.

Pray: Dear Jesus, | ask for
courage and strength to stand up
for my religious convictions.

Act: Contribute to one or other
of the several organizations that
speak out in the media in defense
of Catholic faith and practice.

2 Or keystone
b Gk his brother
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killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do
to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants and
give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they
said, “Heaven forbid!” 17 But he looked at them and
said, “What then does this text mean:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’?a

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”
19 When the scribes and chief priests realized that he
had told this parable against them, they wanted to lay
hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the
people.

The Question about Paying Taxes

20 So they watched him and sent spies who pre-
tended to be honest, in order to trap him by what he
said, so as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and au-
thority of the governor. 21 So they asked him, “Teacher,
we know that you are right in what you say and teach,
and you show deference to no one, but teach the way
of God in accordance with truth. 22 [s it lawful for us to
pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 23 But he perceived
their craftiness and said to them, 24 “Show me a denar-
ius. Whose head and whose title does it bear?” They
said, “The emperor’s.” 25 He said to them, “Then give to
the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to
God the things that are God’s.” 26 And they were not
able in the presence of the people to trap him by what
he said; and being amazed by his answer, they became
silent.

The Question about the Resurrection

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no res-
urrection, came to him 28 and asked him a question,
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man® shall mar-
ry the widow and raise up children for his brother.
29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and
died childless; 30 then the second 3! and the third mar-
ried her, and so in the same way all seven died child-
less. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrec-
tion, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the
seven had married her.”

34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this
age marry and are given in marriage; 35 but those who
are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given
in marriage. 36 Indeed they cannot die anymore, because
they are like angels and are children of God, being chil-
dren of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead
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are raised Moses himself showed, in the
story about the bush, where he speaks of
the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he
is God not of the dead, but of the living; for
to him all of them are alive.” 32 Then some
of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you
have spoken well.” 40 For they no longer
dared to ask him another question.

The Question about David’s Son

41 Then he said to them, “How can they
say that the Messiaha is David’s son? 42 For
David himself says in the book of Psalms,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
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43 until | make your enemies your
footstool.”
44 David thus calls him Lord; so how can he
be his son?”

Jesus Denounces the Scribes

45 In the hearing of all the people he
said to theb disciples, 46 “Beware of the
scribes, who like to walk around in long
robes, and love to be greeted with respect
in the marketplaces, and to have the best
seats in the synagogues and places of hon-
or at banquets. 47 They devour widows’
houses and for the sake of appearance say
long prayers. They will receive the greater
condemnation.”

The Widow’s Offering

Read Luke 21:5-24

Dire predictions are made by
Jesus about the destruction of Jeru-
salem. Jesus reassures his hearers
that his presence to them in time of
persecution will give them strength.
The earliest readers of this gospel
would have known firsthand that
things had gone just as Jesus had
predicted.

Reflect: Not as dramatically as in
New Testament times but no less
fiercely, the followers of Christ in
this day and age are under attack.
His reassurance reaches out across
the centuries to us.

Pray: O Cod, | pray for strength
to bear up under present-day dis-
crimination against the followers of
Christ. | pray also for the wisdom to
confute the verbal attacks to which
you and your church are subjected.

Act: Write to encourage some
public figure who is under attack
for following his or her Christian
conscience.

a Or the Christ

b Other ancient authorities read his
¢ Gk Iam

d Or at hand

2 He looked up and saw rich people putting their

gifts into the treasury; 2 he also saw a poor wid-
ow put in two small copper coins. 3 He said, “Truly I tell
you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them;
4for all of them have contributed out of their abun-
dance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had
to live on.”

The Destruction of the Temple Foretold

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how
it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated
to God, he said, € “As for these things that you see, the
days will come when not one stone will be left upon an-
other; all will be thrown down.”

Signs and Persecutions

7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and
what will be the sign that this is about to take place?”
8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for
many will come in my name and say, ‘1 am hel!’ and,
‘The time is near!’d Do not go after them.

9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not
be terrified; for these things must take place first, but
the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to
them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; 1! there will be great earthquakes,
and in various places famines and plagues; and there
will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you
and persecute you; they will hand you over to syna-
gogues and prisons, and you will be brought before
kings and governors because of my name. 13 This will
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Read Luke 21:25-38

The signs of the coming of Christ
in full glory will be obvious, as evi-
dent and clear as the bursting into
bloom of the fig tree signifies the
coming of summer. For those who
remain faithful to the practice of
prayer, there is nothing to fear.

Reflect: Memento mori. It need
not be morose to think of the end
times, or even to think of one’s
own passing on to the next life. It is
only prudent.

Pray: O Cod, | understand that
my final hour on earth, whether at
the end of time or well short of it,
will be a critical moment for me. |
pray that Jesus and his Mother may
be present at my side in that hour.

Act: Resolve to make daily
prayer an essential element of your
journey of faith.

a Gk a mouth
b Or is at hand
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give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your
minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15 for |
will give you words2 and a wisdom that none of your op-
ponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You
will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by rela-
tives and friends; and they will put some of you to
death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name.
18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your en-
durance you will gain your souls.

The Destruction of Jerusalem Foretold

20 “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,
then know that its desolation has come near.b 21 Then
those in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those
inside the city must leave it, and those out in the coun-
try must not enter it; 22 for these are days of vengeance,
as a fulfillment of all that is written. 23 Woe to those who
are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in
those days! For there will be great distress on the earth
and wrath against this people; 24 they will fall by the edge
of the sword and be taken away as captives among all
nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gen-
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

The Coming of the Son of Man

25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused
by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon
the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’
with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, be-
cause your redemption is drawing near.”

The Lesson of the Fig Tree

29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree
and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you
can see for yourselves and know that summer is al-
ready near. 3! So also, when you see these things tak-
ing place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
32 Truly [ tell you, this generation will not pass away un-
til all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.

Exhortation to Watch

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at
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all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will
take place, and to stand before the Son of

Man.”

37 Every day he was teaching in the

Read Luke 22:1-13

Judas submits to Satan and pro-
ceeds to betray Jesus. Meantime,
Jesus makes plans for the proper
celebration of Passover.

Reflect: Judas allowed his greed
to overmaster all the good he had
seen in Jesus and the good he had
seen Jesus do. The careful prepara-
tions Jesus made for the proper cel-
ebration of the feast of Passover
should encourage in us the consci-
entious observance of our religious
celebrations.

Pray: God, grant that greed may
never entice me to sin. Grant me
also the grace to follow the exam-
ple of Jesus, that | may be consci-
entious in fulfilling my religious
obligations.

Act: Review the fashion in which
you normally celebrate religious
feasts. Could your observance of
them be enhanced?

a Gk him

b Gk he

¢ Other ancient authorities read never eat it
again

d Other ancient authorities lack, in whole or
in part, verses 19b-20 (which is given...in
my blood)
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temple, and at night he would go out and
spend the night on the Mount of Olives, as
it was called. 38 And all the people would
get up early in the morning to listen to him
in the temple.

The Plot to Kill Jesus

2 Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is

called the Passover, was near. 2 The chief priests
and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus? to
death, for they were afraid of the people.

3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who
was one of the twelve; 4he went away and conferred
with the chief priests and officers of the temple police
about how he might betray him to them. 5 They were
greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. 6 So he
consented and began to look for an opportunity to be-
tray him to them when no crowd was present.

The Preparation of the Passover

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on
which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. & So
Jesusb sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare
the Passover meal for us that we may eat it.” @ They
asked him, “Where do you want us to make prepara-
tions for it?” 10 “Listen,” he said to them, “when you
have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will
meet you; follow him into the house he enters 1! and
say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks you,
“Where is the guest room, where | may eat the Passover
with my disciples?” 12 He will show you a large room
upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us
there.” 13 So they went and found everything as he had
told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

14 When the hour came, he took his place at the
table, and the apostles with him. 15 He said to them, “I
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you be-
fore [ suffer; 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is ful-
filled in the kingdom of God.” 17 Then he took a cup,
and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it
among yourselves; 18 for | tell you that from now on [
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of
God comes.” 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them,
saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.” 20 And he did the same with
the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured
out for you is the new covenant in my blood.d 2! But
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Read Luke 22:14-23

As the bread has to be broken in
order to be shared, so the body of
Jesus is to be broken so that his
spirit might be given to his disci-
ples. As his disciples share the cup,
so will they share with Christ in his
suffering.

Reflect: It is through the suffer-
ing and death of Jesus that every
blessing comes into our lives.

Pray: Cod, give me the strength
to endure suffering for your greater
honor and glory.

Act: Resolve to serve God fer-
vently in both bad times and good.

|
|
Read Luke 22:24-38

The disciples are to be humble
in imitation of Jesus. Peter is given
a special charge—to bolster the
rest. The immediate future is omi-
nous for Jesus and his disciples.

Reflect: The final words of Jesus
are particularly meaningful and
make clear the relationship that
exists between him and his disci-
ples. From where you stand, how
would you define your relationship
to Jesus?

Pray: Lord, how deep an honor
it is to serve you and to represent
you in my world.

Act: Since you represent Christ
in your place and time, do a Christ-
like thing: befriend a social outcast.

a Or has obtained permission
b Gk He
¢ Or into temptation
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see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand
is on the table. 22 For the Son of Man is going as it has
been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is
betrayed!” 23 Then they began to ask one another which
one of them it could be who would do this.

The Dispute about Greatness

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which
one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 But
he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over
them; and those in authority over them are called bene-
factors. 26 But not so with you; rather the greatest
among you must become like the youngest, and the
leader like one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the
one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not
the one at the table? But | am among you as one who
serves.

28 “You are those who have stood by me in my tri-
als; 29 and | confer on you, just as my Father has con-
ferred on me, a kingdom, 30 so that you may eat and
drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

31 “Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demandeda to
sift all of you like wheat, 32 but [ have prayed for you that
your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 And he
said to him, “Lord, | am ready to go with you to prison
and to death!” 34 Jesusb said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock
will not crow this day, until you have denied three times
that you know me.”

Purse, Bag, and Sword

35 He said to them, “When [ sent you out without a
purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack anything?” They
said, “No, not a thing.” 3¢ He said to them, “But now, the
one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag.
And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and
buy one. 37 For [ tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled
in me, ‘And he was counted among the lawless’; and in-
deed what is written about me is being fulfilled.” 38 They
said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” He replied, “It is
enough.”

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

39 He came out and went, as was his custom, to the
Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him.
40 When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray
that you may not come into the time of trial.”e 41 Then
he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt
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Read Luke 22:39-53

Jesus retires to pray in his accus-
tomed place of prayer. The disci-
ples who have accompanied him
fall asleep from sorrow. Judas be-
trays Jesus with a kiss. Jesus re-
strains his disciples from taking any
action to save him.

Reflect: What is it that would
prompt one to deny Christ? Is there
anything in my life—greed? lazi-
ness? concern for the opinions of
others?—that might prompt me to
deny Christ?

Pray: May my desire to win re-
spect from those | hold in high re-
gard never induce me to go back
on my commitment to you, O
Christ.

Act: Find an opportunity to ex-
press to another your deep-down
fidelity to Christ.

]
]
Read Luke 22:54-71

Peter weeps bitterly after his
craven denial of Jesus. The guards
mercilessly insult Jesus.

Reflect: Jesus bore all this for
me. How small and insignificant
are those sacrifices | have to make
to be faithful to him and to his
teaching.

Pray: Christ Jesus, | can never
forget how much you have suffered
for me. Grant me the opportunity
to make some return to you for all
you have done for me.

Act: Decide to carry through
with some longstanding unpleasant
chore that demands to be done.

a Other ancient authorities lack verses 43
and 44
b Or into temptation
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down, and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, remove
this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.”
[[#3 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and
gave him strength. 44In his anguish he prayed more
earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of
blood falling down on the ground.]]s 45 When he got up
from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them
sleeping because of grief, 46 and he said to them, “Why
are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not
come into the time of trial.”

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd
came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was
leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48 but
Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are
betraying the Son of Man?” 4° When those who were
around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord,
should we strike with the sword?” 50 Then one of them
struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right
ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he
touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to
the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and
the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out
with swords and clubs as if | were a bandit? 53 When |
was with you day after day in the temple, you did not
lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power
of darkness!”

Peter Denies Jesus

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing
him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was follow-
ing at a distance. 55 When they had kindled a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat
among them. 56 Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the
firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was
with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, | do not
know him.” 58 A little later someone else, on seeing
him, said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said,
“Man, | am not!” 59 Then about an hour later still anoth-
er kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for
he is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, | do not know
what you are talking about!” At that moment, while he
was still speaking, the cock crowed. 61 The Lord turned
and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word
of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock
crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he
went out and wept bitterly.
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The Mocking and Beating of Jesus

63 Now the men who were holding
Jesus began to mock him and beat him;
64 they also blindfolded him and kept ask-
ing him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck
you?” 65 They kept heaping many other in-
sults on him.

Jesus before the Council

66 When day came, the assembly of the
elders of the people, both chief priests and
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scribes, gathered together, and they brought
him to their council. 67 They said, “If you
are the Messiah,? tell us.” He replied, “If [ tell
you, you will not believe; 68 and if | question
you, you will not answer. 62 But from now on
the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand
of the power of God.” 70 All of them asked,
“Are you, then, the Son of God?” He said to
them, “You say that [ am.” 71 Then they said,
“What further testimony do we need? We
have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”

Read Luke 23:1-12

Pilate and Herod lack the deci-
siveness and strength to act on the
merits of the case, and so they do
not declare Jesus innocent.

Reflect: There are times in all
our lives when we are confronted
by the need to make a decision.
When that decision entails some
inconvenience, we may be tempt-
ed to hedge. We must never give
into such a temptation when the
decision has to do with declaring
our allegiance to Christ.

Pray: Grant me the strength, O
God, to face up to the obligations
my faith entails.

Act: Look for the opportunity
some time this day to declare your
faith in Christ.

a Or the Christ

b Gk him

¢ Or is an anointed king

d Gk he

e Here, or after verse 19, other ancient
authorities add verse 17, Now he was

obliged to release someone for them at the

festival

Jesus before Pilate

2 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought

Jesust before Pilate. 2 They began to accuse
him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation,
forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying
that he himself is the Messiah, a king.”¢ 3 Then Pilate
asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He an-
swered, “You say so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief
priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusa-
tion against this man.” 5But they were insistent and
said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all
Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.”

Jesus before Herod

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man
was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that he was un-
der Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who
was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod
saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting
to see him for a long time, because he had heard about
him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. 9 He
questioned him at some length, but Jesusd gave him no
answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by,
vehemently accusing him. 11 Even Herod with his sol-
diers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then
he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pi-
late. 12 That same day Herod and Pilate became friends
with each other; before this they had been enemies.

Jesus Sentenced to Death

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the
leaders, and the people, 4and said to them, “You
brought me this man as one who was perverting the peo-
ple; and here | have examined him in your presence and
have not found this man guilty of any of your charges
against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back
to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 |
will therefore have him flogged and release him.”



LUKE 23

Read Luke 23:13-31

The monstrous injustice of Jesus’
condemnation is incredible. Pilate,
wanting to be just, fails. He suc-
cumbs to the pressure of the crowd.

Reflect: It happens even in our
times that people are unjustly ac-
cused. If that should befall us, we
have before us the example of
Christ’s humble submission.

Pray: Give me the strength to
follow in your footsteps when | too
am unjustly charged.

Act: Examine your conscience to
determine whether you have been
guilty of unjustly accusing someone
else.

Read Luke 23:32-46

Jesus dies in the company of
thieves and a jeering mob. He dies
with words of forgiveness on his
lips. The last words he heard in this
life were words of mockery. The
only civil words were addressed to
him by the good criminal.

Reflect: Have | shown the
courage of the good criminal and
unashamedly prayed in the pres-
ence of others who might have
thought my action foolish or igno-
rant or naive?

Pray: Christ Jesus, grant me the
courage to be identified by all as a
prayerful disciple of yours.

Act: Speak out clearly and force-
fully in support of Christian values
though they may be denigrated in
the public forum.

a Gk him

b Other ancient authorities lack the sentence

Then Jesus...what they are doing

¢ Or the Christ

d Other ancient authorities add written in
Greek and Latin and Hebrew (that is,
Aramaic)

¢ Or blaspheming
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18 Then they all shouted out together, “Away with
this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!” 19 (This was a
man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that
had taken place in the city, and for murder.) 20 Pilate,
wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; 21 but
they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third
time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? |
have found in him no ground for the sentence of death;
| will therefore have him flogged and then release him.”
23 But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts
that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed.
24 So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be
granted. 25 He released the man they asked for, the one
who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder,
and he handed Jesus over as they wished.

The Crucifixion of Jesus

26 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon
of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they
laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind
Jesus. 27 A great number of the people followed him,
and among them were women who were beating their
breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them
and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me,
but weep for yourselves and for your children. 22 For the
days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are
the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the
breasts that never nursed.” 30 Then they will begin to
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cov-
er us.” 31 For if they do this when the wood is green,
what will happen when it is dry?”

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led
away to be put to death with him. 33 When they came to
the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesusa
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his
left. [[34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing.”]]P And they cast
lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by,
watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiahe
of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked
him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and say-
ing, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”
38 There was also an inscription over him,d “This is the
King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept
deridinge him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah?<
Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him,
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? 4! And we indeed
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
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Read Luke 23:47-56

The centurion who said, “Cer-
tainly this man was innocent,” un-
doubtedly spoke for many who
witnessed the death of Jesus.
Joseph of Arimathea summoned up
the courage to see to the decent
burial of Jesus.

Reflect: | too have often come
too late and too pusillanimously to
the defense of the church, the
Body of Christ, and of my faith.

Pray: Lord, grant me insight and
courage to articulate and defend
my faith in you.

Act: Today resolve to speak out
in defense of some aspect of your
faith.

Read Luke 24:1-12

The shock of the women and
other disciples at finding the empty
tomb gives evidence of their inade-
quate faith. Jesus had indeed fore-
told that on the third day he would
rise. This must have been originally
construed by the disciples as figura-
tive speech. In fact, however, it
turned out to be the literal truth.

Reflect: Want of faith tempts us
to water down what we believe. Our
conception of God's power is too
small. Nothing is impossible for him.

Pray: Lord, | believe. Help my
unbelief!

Act: Today | will choose to do
some reading that will deepen and
enlarge my faith.

a Other ancient authorities read in

b Or earth

¢ Or the sun was eclipsed. Other ancient
authorities read the sun was darkened

@ Or righteous

e Gk was dawning

- Other ancient authorities add of the
Lord Jesus

& Gk They

h Gk but they

i Other ancient authorities lack He is not
here, but has risen

LUKE 24

deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when
you come into? your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly |
tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The Death of Jesus

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over
the whole landb until three in the afternoon, 45 while the
sun’s light failed;c and the curtain of the temple was torn
in two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.” Having
said this, he breathed his last. 47 When the centurion
saw what had taken place, he praised God and said,
“Certainly this man was innocent.”d 48 And when all the
crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw
what had taken place, they returned home, beating their
breasts. 49But all his acquaintances, including the
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these things.

The Burial of Jesus

50 Now there was a good and righteous man named
Joseph, who, though a member of the council, 51 had
not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the
Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expec-
tantly for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pi-
late and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it
down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-
hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54 It was
the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning.e
55 The women who had come with him from Galilee fol-
lowed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was
laid. 56 Then they returned, and prepared spices and
ointments.

On the sabbath they rested according to the com-
mandment.

The Resurrection of Jesus

2 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn,

they came to the tomb, taking the spices that
they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away
from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find
the body.f 4 While they were perplexed about this, sud-
denly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.
5 The womeng were terrified and bowed their faces to
the ground, but the menh said to them, “Why do you
look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but
has risen.i ¢ Remember how he told you, while he was
still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed
over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day
rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and



LUKE 24

Read Luke 24:13-35

The recognition of Jesus by the
disciples in the breaking of the
bread indicates the special eu-
charistic character of the action.
Right from the beginning, the awe-
some nature of the Eucharist is un-
derstood.

Reflect: Is the Eucharist as cen-
tral to my life as it might be and
ought to be? Am | taking full ad-
vantage of its greatness by receiving
it as often as I can?

Pray: O God, expand my capac-
ity for gratitude and deepen my
sense of awe for the Eucharist.

Act: Today | will read something
on the Eucharist to broaden my
knowledge and appreciation of it.

a Other ancient authorities lack verse 12

b Ck sixty stadia; other ancient authorities
read a hundred sixty stadia

¢ Other ancient authorities read walk along,
looking sad?”

d Other ancient authorities read Jesus the
Nazorean

e Orto set Israel free

 Or the Christ

1670

returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven
and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joan-
na, Mary the mother of James, and the other women
with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not be-
lieve them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb;
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had
happened.2

The Walk to Emmaus

13 Now on that same day two of them were going
to a village called Emmaus, about seven milesb from
Jerusalem, '4and talking with each other about all
these things that had happened. 15 While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and
went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recog-
nizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you dis-
cussing with each other while you walk along?” They
stood still, looking sad.c 18 Then one of them, whose
name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things
that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked
them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about
Jesus of Nazareth,d who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be con-
demned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.c Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group as-
tounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning,
23 and when they did not find his body there, they came
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of
angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but they did not see him.” 25 Then he
said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!
26 Was it not necessary that the Messiahf should suffer
these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then be-
ginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted
to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were
going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because
it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So
he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the
table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their
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Read Luke 24:36-53

Having reassured the disciples of
the reality of his resurrected pres-
ence, Jesus leads them to Bethany
and, after blessing them, is taken to
heaven. They return to Jerusalem
and dedicate themselves to a life of

prayer.

Reflect: Jesus’ public life began
right after he was found in the tem-
ple—the classic place of prayer.
Now the disciples return to Jerusa-
lem after Jesus’ ascension and are
constantly in that same venue, the
temple, at prayer.

Pray: O God, strengthen my de-
termination to pray earnestly and
frequently.

Act: Resolve to take prayer more
seriously than you have up until
now. Set aside a definite time each
day for prayer. If at all feasible, at-
tend Mass daily.

a Other ancient authorities lack within us

b Other ancient authorities lack and said to
them, “Peace be with you.”

¢ Other ancient authorities lack verse 40

d Or the Christ

e Or nations. Beginning from Jerusalem #¢you

are witnesses

- Other ancient authorities lack and was
carried up into heaven

¢ Other ancient authorities lack worshiped
him, and

h Other ancient authorities add Amen

LUKE 24

sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts
burning within us2 while he was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and
they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen in-
deed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told
what had happened on the road, and how he had been
made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 37 They were startled and terrified, and thought
that they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is
| myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you see that [ have.” 40 And when he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.c
41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still won-
dering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to
eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he
took it and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that
[ spoke to you while | was still with you—that everything
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their
minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiahd is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
48 You are witnessese of these things. 49 And see, | am
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay
here in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high.”

The Ascension of Jesus

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lift-
ing up his hands, he blessed them. 5! While he was
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried
up into heaven.f 52 And they worshiped him, ands re-
turned to Jerusalem with great joy; 33 and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.h
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