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The Word Became Flesh 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the be-

ginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4 in him was life,a and the life 
was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.b  

10 He was in the world, and the world came into be-
ing through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to what was his own,c and his own people did not 
accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son,d full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to 
him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was be-
fore me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, 
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a Or 3 through him. And without him not 
one thing came into being that has 
come into being. 4 In him was life  

b Or He was the true light that enlightens 
everyone coming into the world  

c Or to his own home  

d Or the Father’s only Son  



grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,a 
who is close to the Father’s heart,b who has made him 
known.  

The Testimony of John the Baptist 
19 This is the testimony given by John when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny 
it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”c 21 And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 
22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 
yourself?” 23 He said, 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 
25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you 
are neither the Messiah,c nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among 
you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing. 

The Lamb of God 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him 

and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After 
me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him; but I 
came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might 
be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it re-
mained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the 
one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He 
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the 
one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself 
have seen and have testified that this is the Son of 
God.”d  

The First Disciples of Jesus 
35 The next day John again was standing with two 

of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said 
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Read John 1:1–18 
The prologue offers an overture 

to the entire gospel. All of the ma-
jor themes of the gospel can be 
found in these verses, which begin 
in eternity and end with the Word 
becoming flesh and returning to 
the bosom of the Father. Because it 
is poetry, the prologue can be ap-
preciated only through repeated 
readings.  

Reflect: The prologue speaks of 
the relationship between the Word 
and God. The Word functions in 
creation. The Word becomes flesh 
and dwells in the midst of the hu-
man family. John has a role to play 
in serving the Word. 

Pray: The Christian prays to God 
the Father through the Son. Thank 
God the Father for the gift of the 
Word. 

Act: Study the various verses of 
the prologue and look for the ma-
jor themes of the gospel.
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a Other ancient authorities read It is an 
only Son, God, or It is the only Son  

b Gk bosom  

c Or the Christ  

d Other ancient authorities read is God’s 
chosen one  

Read John 1:19–51 
John (never called “the Baptist” 

in this gospel) is not the Messiah. 
John points out Jesus as the Lamb 
of God. Jesus calls the disciples (this 
gospel never uses the word “apos-
tle”) and they respond with full 
faith, using exalted titles for Jesus. 
Notice the last verse’s reference to 
Genesis 28:12. 

Reflect: John, like all Christians, 
points to Jesus. Faith usually grows 
slowly. The faith of the disciples 
seems to be fully mature when they 
first encounter Jesus. They recog-
nize who he is by the titles they 
use. What might you learn from 
this section of the gospel? 



to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” 
They came and saw where he was staying, and they re-
mained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in 
the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointeda). 
42 He brought Simonb to Jesus, who looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas” (which is translated Peterc). 

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 

found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he 
said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get 
to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig 
tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Is-
rael!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very 
truly, I tell you,d you will see heaven opened and the an-
gels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 

The Wedding at Cana 

2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus 

and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My 
hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the ser-
vants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there 
were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purifica-
tion, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said 
to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them 
up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, 
and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When 
the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and 
did not know where it came from (though the servants 
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Pray: Prayer nourishes faith. In 
your prayer, ask for greater under-
standing of your faith. Do you rec-
ognize Jesus as did the early 
disciples? Use the titles here in your 
personal prayer. 

Act: Point out Jesus to someone 
close to you. Talk about your faith 
in Jesus.
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Read John 2:1–12 
The time of the messiah will be 

like a wedding feast at which there 
will be wine in abundance. This 
gospel never calls the mother of 
Jesus by name. Mary responds to 
the needs of the couple by asking 
Jesus to do something. Jesus re-
sponds in an unusual way at first 
and then works a miracle. The dis-
ciples see his glory. 

Reflect: Think about the rela-
tionship between Jesus and his 
mother. Does this miracle mean 
that the messianic age has begun? 
What are “miracles” in this gospel? 
What does “my hour” mean? Why 
is this the glory of Jesus? 

Pray: Mary asks for a favor. In 
your prayer, ask for anything you 
need. Ask for the intercession of 
Mary as you pray. 

Act: Say the rosary or some spe-
cial prayer to Mary, the Mother of 
the Lord.

a Or Christ  

b Gk him  

c From the word for rock in Aramaic 
(kepha) and Greek (petra), respectively 

d Both instances of the Greek word for you 
in this verse are plural 



who had drawn the water knew), the steward called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves 
the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, 
in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his dis-
ciples believed in him. 

12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his 
mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they re-
mained there a few days. 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus 

went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money chang-
ers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he 
drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those 
who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 
17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal 
for your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said 
to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, 
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 
had said this; and they believed the scripture and the 
word that Jesus had spoken. 

23 When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover 
festival, many believed in his name because they saw 
the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part 
would not entrust himself to them, because he knew all 
people 25 and needed no one to testify about anyone; 
for he himself knew what was in everyone. 

Nicodemus Visits Jesus 

3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a 
leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesusa by night 

and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God; for no one can do these signs 
that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.”b 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born af-
ter having grown old? Can one enter a second time into 
the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
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Read John 2:13–25 
Jesus goes to Jerusalem and be-

gins his ministry there by cleansing 
the temple of money-changers and 
sellers. In the synoptics this event 
occurs shortly before his death. 
Jesus replaces the temple with his 
body and refers to the future resur-
rection. People believe because of 
signs, but Jesus knows their hearts. 

Reflect: Did Jesus start the con-
troversy with the religious leaders 
by his actions here in the temple? 
Why the reference to the resurrec-
tion? What should a church be? A 
place for prayer or a place to so-
cialize? 

Pray: People need to believe in 
a good future, a resurrection to 
eternal life. In your prayer, pray for 
yourself, your family, and your 
friends, but especially pray for 
those who are near death. 

Act: Pay a visit to a church to be 
quiet and to pray.
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a Gk him  

b Or born anew  



God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit 
is spirit.a 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘Youb 
must be born from above.’c 8 The winda blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know 
and testify to what we have seen; yet youd do not re-
ceive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended 
into heaven except the one who descended from heav-
en, the Son of Man.e 14 And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eter-
nal life.f  

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not per-
ish but may have eternal life. 

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 
be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are 
not condemned; but those who do not believe are con-
demned already, because they have not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judg-
ment, that the light has come into the world, and peo-
ple loved darkness rather than light because their deeds 
were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do not 
come to the light, so that their deeds may not be ex-
posed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 
have been done in God.”f 

Jesus and John the Baptist 
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the 

Judean countryside, and he spent some time there with 
them and baptized. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon 
near Salim because water was abundant there; and 
people kept coming and were being baptized 24—John, 
of course, had not yet been thrown into prison. 

25 Now a discussion about purification arose be-
tween John’s disciples and a Jew.g 26 They came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you 
across the Jordan, to whom you testified, here he is bap-
tizing, and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “No 
one can receive anything except what has been given 
from heaven. 28 You yourselves are my witnesses that I 
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Read John 3 
Nicodemus comes from the 

darkness. He is curious, but then 
disappears as he fails to understand 
what Jesus is saying. Although he is 
a religious leader he does not rec-
ognize Jesus. He appears later in 
the gospel at two critical moments: 
when the Sanhedrin discusses the 
fate of Jesus and when he returns to 
bury Jesus. 

Reflect: Is your faith based on 
signs? Have you been “born of wa-
ter and Spirit”? Jesus predicts his 
passion by referring to being “lifted 
up” (v. 14). 

Pray: Baptism is completed only 
in death. In your prayer, thank God 
for the gift of faith and for the gift of 
baptism. Ask the Holy Spirit to be 
present to you and to fill up all that 
is lacking in you. 

Act: At night, light a candle and 
notice how it dissipates the dark-
ness. Think about how your faith 
can dissipate the darkness of doubt. 
Or, look at a candle in church and 
have the same thoughts.
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a The same Greek word means both wind 
and spirit  

b The Greek word for you here is plural 
c Or anew  

d The Greek word for you here and in 
verse 12 is plural 

e Other ancient authorities add who is in 
heaven  

f Some interpreters hold that the quotation 
concludes with verse 15 

g Other ancient authorities read the Jews  



said, ‘I am not the Messiah,a but I have 
been sent ahead of him.’ 29 He who has the 
bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, re-
joices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. 
For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. 
30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”b  

The One Who Comes from Heaven 
31 The one who comes from above is 

above all; the one who is of the earth be-
longs to the earth and speaks about earth-

ly things. The one who comes from heaven 
is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has 
seen and heard, yet no one accepts his tes-
timony. 33 Whoever has accepted his testi-
mony has certifiedc this, that God is true. 
34 He whom God has sent speaks the words 
of God, for he gives the Spirit without 
measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and 
has placed all things in his hands. 36 Who-
ever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, 
but must endure God’s wrath. 
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Read John 4:1–42 
Jews considered Samaritans 

heretics. Jews would never talk to a 
woman in public. Jesus breaks both 
social mores. Unlike Nicodemus, 
the woman is not only curious but 
comes to faith and becomes an 
apostle for the people of her town. 

Reflect: Notice the contrast be-
tween Nicodemus, a religious 
leader, and the woman, a heretic in 
the eyes of Jews. Jesus does away 
with sacred places. Now people 
will find God in a person, Jesus. 
What does this mean for our sacred 
places? 

Pray: Everyone has prejudices. 
Pray that you may be able to rec-
ognize your prejudices and work to 
overcome them. Pray in particular 
that the church and society will ac-
cept and celebrate the talents of 
women. 

Act: Encourage a woman or a 
young girl to recognize and use her 
talents. Do all you can to see to it 
that women have an opportunity to 
develop and use their gifts.
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Jesus and the Woman of Samaria 

4 Now when Jesusd learned that the Pharisees had 
heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more disci-

ples than John” 2—although it was not Jesus himself but 
his disciples who baptized—3 he left Judea and started 
back to Galilee. 4 But he had to go through Samaria. 5 So 
he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the 
plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his 
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and 
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples 
had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a 
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share 
things in common with Samaritans.)e 10 Jesus answered 
her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked 
him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are 
you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the 
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 
13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that 
I will give will become in them a spring of water gush-
ing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, 
give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or 
have to keep coming here to draw water.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and 
come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I 
have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, 
and the one you have now is not your husband. What 
you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, 
I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped 

a Or the Christ  

b Some interpreters hold that the 
quotation continues through verse 36 

c Gk set a seal to  
d Other ancient authorities read the Lord  
e Other ancient authorities lack this 

sentence 



on this mountain, but youa say that the place where 
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you 
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 
the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God 
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said 
to her, “I am he,b the one who is speaking to you.” 

27 Just then his disciples came. They were aston-
ished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one 
said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking 
with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and 
went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come 
and see a man who told me everything I have ever 
done! He cannot be the Messiah,c can he?” 30 They left 
the city and were on their way to him. 

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, 
eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to 
eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said 
to one another, “Surely no one has brought him some-
thing to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 
35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the 
harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how 
the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already 
receivingd wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so 
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here 
the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I 
sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others 
have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him 
because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me every-
thing I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 
stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed be-
cause of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no 
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we 
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly 
the Savior of the world.” 

 
Jesus Returns to Galilee 

43 When the two days were over, he went from that 
place to Galilee 44 (for Jesus himself had testified that a 
prophet has no honor in the prophet’s own country). 
45 When he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed 
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Read John 4:43–54 
Jesus returns to Galilee. The 

Gali leans are impressed by the 
signs worked by Jesus. He then 
goes to Cana and on to Caper-
naum, where he cures the son of 
an official. Once again a reference 
is made to signs rather than faith, 
but the official’s faith effects Jesus’ 
curing the boy from a distance with 
only his word. 

Reflect: Signs are supposed to 
lead to faith in this gospel, yet true 
faith does not need any signs. Jesus 
has power to cure with only his 
word. Jesus has spoken to you in 
the scriptures. Has this helped your 
faith? 

Pray: The world is full of signs 
that can lead to faith. People can 
lead others to faith. Pray that your 
eyes may be open to the great signs 
offered by God to lead to and help 
faith. 

Act: Look at creation: the sun-
rise or sunset or the ocean or the 
mountains. Let them help you to 
believe in a good and gracious 
God.
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a The Greek word for you here and in 
verses 21 and 22 is plural 

b Gk I am  
c Or the Christ  
d Or 35…the fields are already ripe for 

harvesting. 36 The reaper is receiving  



him, since they had seen all that he had 
done in Jerusalem at the festival; for they 
too had gone to the festival. 

Jesus Heals an Official’s Son 
46 Then he came again to Cana in 

Galilee where he had changed the water 
into wine. Now there was a royal official 
whose son lay ill in Capernaum. 47 When he 
heard that Jesus had come from Judea to 
Galilee, he went and begged him to come 
down and heal his son, for he was at the 
point of death. 48 Then Jesus said to him, 
“Unless youa see signs and wonders you 
will not believe.” 49 The official said to him, 

“Sir, come down before my little boy dies.” 
50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will 
live.” The man believed the word that Je-
sus spoke to him and started on his way. 51

As he was going down, his slaves met him 
and told him that his child was alive. 52 So 
he asked them the hour when he began to 
recover, and they said to him, “Yesterday 
at one in the afternoon the fever left him.” 
53 The father realized that this was the hour 
when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will 
live.” So he himself believed, along with his 
whole household. 54 Now this was the sec-
ond sign that Jesus did after coming from 
Judea to Galilee.  
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Jesus Heals on the Sabbath 

5 After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. 
2 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a 

pool, called in Hebrewb Beth-zatha,c which has five por-
ticoes. 3 In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and 
paralyzed.d 5 One man was there who had been ill for 
thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there 
and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to 
him, “Do you want to be made well?” 7 The sick man 
answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the 
pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am mak-
ing my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” 
8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and 
walk.” 9 At once the man was made well, and he took 
up his mat and began to walk. 

Now that day was a sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to 
the man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not 
lawful for you to carry your mat.” 11 But he answered 
them, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take 
up your mat and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the 
man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” 13 Now 
the man who had been healed did not know who it was, 
for Jesus had disappeared ine the crowd that was there. 
14 Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, 
“See, you have been made well! Do not sin any more, 
so that nothing worse happens to you.” 15 The man 
went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had 
made him well. 16 Therefore the Jews started persecut-
ing Jesus, because he was doing such things on the 
sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is 
still working, and I also am working.” 18 For this reason 
the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because 
he was not only breaking the sabbath, but was also 

a Both instances of the Greek word for you 
in this verse are plural 

b That is, Aramaic  
c Other ancient authorities read Bethesda, 

others Bethsaida  
d Other ancient authorities add, wholly or 

in part, waiting for the stirring of the 
water; 4 for an angel of the Lord went 
down at certain seasons into the pool, 
and stirred up the water; whoever 
stepped in first after the stirring of the 
water was made well from whatever 
disease that person had.  

e Or had left because of  



calling God his own Father, thereby making himself 
equal to God. 

The Authority of the Son 
19 Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, the Son 

can do nothing on his own, but only what he sees the 
Father doing; for whatever the Fathera does, the Son 
does likewise. 20 The Father loves the Son and shows 
him all that he himself is doing; and he will show him 
greater works than these, so that you will be astonished. 
21 Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives 
them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he 
wishes. 22 The Father judges no one but has given all 
judgment to the Son, 23 so that all may honor the Son 
just as they honor the Father. Anyone who does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 
24 Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not 
come under judgment, but has passed from death to 
life. 

25 “Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is 
now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son 
of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For just as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son 
also to have life in himself; 27 and he has given him au-
thority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 
Man. 28 Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is 
coming when all who are in their graves will hear his 
voice 29 and will come out—those who have done good, 
to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, 
to the resurrection of condemnation. 

Witnesses to Jesus 
30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; 

and my judgment is just, because I seek to do not my 
own will but the will of him who sent me. 

31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not 
true. 32 There is another who testifies on my behalf, and 
I know that his testimony to me is true. 33 You sent mes-
sengers to John, and he testified to the truth. 34 Not that 
I accept such human testimony, but I say these things 
so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and 
shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while 
in his light. 36 But I have a testimony greater than 
John’s. The works that the Father has given me to com-
plete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my be-
half that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who 
sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have 
never heard his voice or seen his form, 38 and you do 
not have his word abiding in you, because you do not 
believe him whom he has sent. 

1681 JOHN  5

Read John 5 
Jesus violates the sabbath laws 

by healing a cripple. God gave 
Jesus the authority to give life. Be-
lief brings eternal life now. No one 
need fear judgment or death since 
the one who has come to the light 
has passed through both. John gave 
testimony to Jesus, but the testimo-
ny of God is greater. 

Reflect: What does “eternal life” 
mean? Are you worried about judg-
ment and death? How can you ex-
plain the close relationship between 
Jesus and God? Do these long 
speeches by Jesus help you to un-
derstand your faith? 

Pray: If eternal life has begun, in 
your life and in your prayer you 
should be content. Pray for peace 
of mind and soul with regard to 
your future. Pray with confidence, 
for you know that God loves you. 
Jesus told you so. 

Act: Write down how God has 
already blessed you in life.
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a Gk that one  



39 “You search the scriptures because 
you think that in them you have eternal 
life; and it is they that testify on my behalf. 
40 Yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life. 41 I do not accept glory from human 
beings. 42 But I know that you do not have 
the love of God ina you. 43 I have come in 
my Father’s name, and you do not accept 
me; if another comes in his own name, 
you will accept him. 44 How can you be-

lieve when you accept glory from one 
another and do not seek the glory that 
comes from the one who alone is God? 
45 Do not think that I will accuse you be-
fore the Father; your accuser is Moses, on 
whom you have set your hope. 46 If you 
believed Moses, you would believe me, for 
he wrote about me. 47 But if you do not be-
lieve what he wrote, how will you believe 
what I say?” 

JOHN  5 1682

Read John 6:1–34 
Jesus feeds the crowds. People 

see the sign and express their belief 
that Jesus is a prophet, but they 
mistakenly want to make him king. 
Jesus goes to the hills alone and 
then walks on the water. “It is I” sig-
nifies the presence of the divine. If 
you want to do the work of God, 
believe in Jesus and accept his offer 
of food for eternal life. 

Reflect: Did the Jews misunder-
stand the meaning of “messiah”? 
Did they want a political messiah? 
Is Jesus the presence of the divine 
in human form? What food is he 
talking about: his teachings or the 
Eucharist? Or both? 

Pray: Pray for the Jewish people, 
the first to hear God’s word, the 
people from whom Jesus and his 
earliest followers came. 

Act: The celebration of the Eu-
charist always includes hearing 
some teaching of Jesus. Listen care-
fully to the reading and see how it 
can apply to your daily life.
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Feeding the Five Thousand 

6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias.b 2 A large 

crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs 
that he was doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the 
mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now 
the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When 
he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward 
him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread 
for these people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for 
he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 Philip an-
swered him, “Six months’ wagesc would not buy enough 
bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 One of his dis-
ciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 
9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 
two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 
10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there 
was a great deal of grass in the place; so theyd sat 
down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed 
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as 
much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he 
told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so 
that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, 
and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left 
by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 
14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they 
began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to 
come into the world.” 

15 When Jesus realized that they were about to 
come and take him by force to make him king, he with-
drew again to the mountain by himself. 

 
Jesus Walks on the Water 

16 When evening came, his disciples went down to 
the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started across the sea to 
Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet 
come to them. 18 The sea became rough because a 
strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed 

a Or among  
b Gk of Galilee of Tiberias  
c Gk Two hundred denarii; the denarius 

was the usual day’s wage for a laborer 
d Gk the men  



about three or four miles,a they saw Jesus walking on 
the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terri-
fied. 20 But he said to them, “It is I;b do not be afraid.” 
21 Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and im-
mediately the boat reached the land toward which they 
were going. 

 
The Bread from Heaven 

22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the 
other side of the sea saw that there had been only one 
boat there. They also saw that Jesus had not got into 
the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had 
gone away alone. 23 Then some boats from Tiberias 
came near the place where they had eaten the bread af-
ter the Lord had given thanks.c 24 So when the crowd 
saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they 
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum 
looking for Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, 
they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 
26 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are 
looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because 
you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the 
food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eter-
nal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on 
him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they 
said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of 
God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So 
they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us 
then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work 
are you performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in 
the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat.’” 32 Then Jesus said to them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the 
bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is 
that whichd comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Who-
ever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But I said to you 
that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 Every-
thing that the Father gives me will come to me, and 
anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; 38 for 
I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, 
but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of 
him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that 
he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 This 
is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son 

1683 JOHN  6

Read John 6:35–51 
The bread of life discourse in this 

section uses wisdom themes to lay 
the foundation of faith to prepare 
for the Eucharist. In his teachings 
Jesus gives guidance for ordinary 
life. He follows the Jewish tradition 
from the Wisdom books of the Old 
Testament. Jesus goes beyond the 
references to Exodus. His teachings 
will give life. 

Reflect: Too often readers think 
immediately of the Eucharist when 
reading this section of the gospel. 
Think rather of the teachings of 
Jesus that give eternal life when 
people respond in faith. Christiani-
ty is a good way to live, for it offers 
helps in daily life. 

Pray: In your prayer, ask the 
Lord to give you guidance for daily 
living. Pray in the morning for help 
in living your faith during that par-
ticular day. 

Act: Let the New Testament be a 
guide to you. Pick one of the 
gospels and read it from start to 
end. See what the word of God is 
saying to you.
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a Gk about twenty-five or thirty stadia  
b Gk I am  
c Other ancient authorities lack after the 

Lord had given thanks  
d Or he who  



and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise 
them up on the last day.” 

41 Then the Jews began to complain about him be-
cause he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42 They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How 
can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43

Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among your-
selves. 44 No one can come to me unless drawn by the 
Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on 
the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And they 
shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard 
and learned from the Father comes to me. 46 Not that 
anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from 
God; he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly, I tell you, 
whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of 
life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, 
and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down 
from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I 
am the living bread that came down from heaven. Who-
ever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread 
that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, 
saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 
53 So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you have no life in you. 54 Those who eat my flesh and 
drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them 
up on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my 
blood is true drink. 56 Those who eat my flesh and 
drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57 Just as 
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Fa-
ther, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not 
like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But 
the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59 He said 
these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. 

 
The Words of Eternal Life 

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, 
“This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61 But 
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining 
about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then 
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 
where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that gives life; the 
flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and life. 64 But among you there are some who do 
not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the 
ones that did not believe, and who was the one that 
would betray him. 65 And he said, “For this reason I 

JOHN  6 1684

Read John 6:52–71 
The change in language indi-

cates that the author is writing 
about the Eucharist. This gospel has 
no reference to the Eucharist at the 
Last Supper. The Eucharist brings 
eternal life. Some have problems 
accepting this teaching and leave. 
Jesus offers freedom and Peter ex-
presses his faith. 

Reflect: What does the Eucharist 
mean to you? How is this passage 
related to the previous passage? Is 
this a hard saying? Jesus gives you 
freedom. No one need stay. Can 
you join with Peter in expressing 
your faith? 

Pray: Pray to grow in under-
standing and appreciation of the 
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 
Pray for people who find this a 
hard saying. 

Act: Visit a church and pray be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament. Partic-
ipate in a holy hour.
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have told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted by the Father.” 

66 Because of this many of his disciples 
turned back and no longer went about with 
him. 67 So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you 
also wish to go away?” 68 Simon Peter an-
swered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You 

have the words of eternal life. 69 We have 
come to believe and know that you are the 
Holy One of God.”a 70 Jesus answered them, 
“Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one 
of you is a devil.” 71 He was speaking of Ju-
das son of Simon Iscariot,b for he, though 
one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 

1685 JOHN  7

Read John 7 
This chapter has many disparate 

events and ideas. Jesus decides not 
to go to the feast and then changes 
his mind. He teaches in the temple 
and people do not understand 
him. Opposition to Jesus grows. 
Some Pharisees want to arrest him. 
Some people are confused about 
his identity and Jesus teaches about 
living water. 

Reflect: Is Jesus human enough 
to change his mind? Why are the 
people so confused? Why do the 
religious authorities not like Jesus? 
How does the Spirit relate to wa-
ter? Why the reference to glorifica-
tion? Is this a reference to the death 
of Jesus? 

Pray: When you are thirsty for 
eternal life, go in prayer to the Spir-
it who will lead you to Jesus. Pray 
to be an instrument of the Spirit for 
others. 

Act: From a believer’s heart flow 
springs of living water. Let your 
faith find expression in how you 
live this day. Let others see it as 
lived faith.
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The Unbelief of Jesus’ Brothers 

7 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not 
wishc to go about in Judea because the Jews were 

looking for an opportunity to kill him. 2 Now the Jewish 
festival of Boothsd was near. 3 So his brothers said to 
him, “Leave here and go to Judea so that your disciples 
also may see the works you are doing; 4 for no one who 
wantse to be widely known acts in secret. If you do these 
things, show yourself to the world.” 5 (For not even his 
brothers believed in him.) 6 Jesus said to them, “My 
time has not yet come, but your time is always here. 
7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I 
testify against it that its works are evil. 8 Go to the fes-
tival yourselves. I am notf going to this festival, for my 
time has not yet fully come.” 9 After saying this, he re-
mained in Galilee. 

 
Jesus at the Festival of Booths 

10 But after his brothers had gone to the festival, 
then he also went, not publicly but as it wereg in secret. 
11 The Jews were looking for him at the festival and 
saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there was considerable 
complaining about him among the crowds. While some 
were saying, “He is a good man,” others were saying, 
“No, he is deceiving the crowd.” 13 Yet no one would 
speak openly about him for fear of the Jews. 

14 About the middle of the festival Jesus went up 
into the temple and began to teach. 15 The Jews were 
astonished at it, saying, “How does this man have such 
learning,h when he has never been taught?” 16 Then 
Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine but his 
who sent me. 17 Anyone who resolves to do the will of 
God will know whether the teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on my own. 18 Those who speak 
on their own seek their own glory; but the one who 
seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and there 
is nothing false in him. 

19 “Did not Moses give you the law? Yet none of you 
keeps the law. Why are you looking for an opportunity 
to kill me?” 20 The crowd answered, “You have a de-
mon! Who is trying to kill you?” 21 Jesus answered 
them, “I performed one work, and all of you are aston-

a Other ancient authorities read the 
Christ, the Son of the living God  

b Other ancient authorities read Judas 
Iscariot son of Simon; others, Judas son 
of Simon from Karyot (Kerioth) 

c Other ancient authorities read was not 
at liberty  

d Or Tabernacles  
e Other ancient authorities read wants it  
f Other ancient authorities add yet  
g Other ancient authorities lack as it were  
h Or this man know his letters  



ished. 22 Moses gave you circumcision (it 
is, of course, not from Moses, but from the 
patriarchs), and you circumcise a man on 
the sabbath. 23 If a man receives circumci-
sion on the sabbath in order that the law of 
Moses may not be broken, are you angry 
with me because I healed a man’s whole 
body on the sabbath? 24 Do not judge by ap-
pearances, but judge with right judgment.” 

Is This the Christ? 
25 Now some of the people of Jerusa -

lem were saying, “Is not this the man whom 
they are trying to kill? 26 And here he is, 
speaking openly, but they say nothing to 
him! Can it be that the authorities really 
know that this is the Messiah?a 27 Yet we 
know where this man is from; but when the 
Messiaha comes, no one will know where 
he is from.” 28 Then Jesus cried out as he 
was teaching in the temple, “You know me, 
and you know where I am from. I have not 
come on my own. But the one who sent me 
is true, and you do not know him. 29 I know 
him, because I am from him, and he sent 
me.” 30 Then they tried to arrest him, but 
no one laid hands on him, because his hour 
had not yet come. 31 Yet many in the crowd 
believed in him and were saying, “When 
the Messiaha comes, will he do more signs 
than this man has done?”b  

Officers Are Sent to Arrest Jesus 
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd mut-

tering such things about him, and the chief 
priests and Pharisees sent temple police to 
arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I will be with 
you a little while longer, and then I am go-
ing to him who sent me. 34 You will search 
for me, but you will not find me; and where 
I am, you cannot come.” 35 The Jews said 
to one another, “Where does this man in-
tend to go that we will not find him? Does 
he intend to go to the Dispersion among 
the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What 
does he mean by saying, ‘You will search 

for me and you will not find me’ and ‘Where 
I am, you cannot come’?” 

Rivers of Living Water 
37 On the last day of the festival, the 

great day, while Jesus was standing there, 
he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me, 38 and let the one who believes 
in me drink. Asc the scripture has said, ‘Out 
of the believer’s heartd shall flow rivers of 
living water.’” 39 Now he said this about the 
Spirit, which believers in him were to re-
ceive; for as yet there was no Spirit,e be-
cause Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Division among the People 
40 When they heard these words, some 

in the crowd said, “This is really the proph -
et.” 41 Others said, “This is the Messiah.”a 
But some asked, “Surely the Messiaha does 
not come from Galilee, does he? 42 Has not 
the scripture said that the Messiaha is de-
scended from David and comes from Beth-
lehem, the village where David lived?” 
43 So there was a division in the crowd be-
cause of him. 44 Some of them wanted to 
arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

The Unbelief of Those in Authority 
45 Then the temple police went back to 

the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked 
them, “Why did you not arrest him?” 46 The 
police answered, “Never has anyone spoken 
like this!” 47 Then the Pharisees replied, 
“Surely you have not been deceived too, 
have you? 48 Has any one of the authorities 
or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But 
this crowd, which does not know the law—
they are accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who had 
gone to Jesusf before, and who was one of 
them, asked, 51 “Our law does not judge 
people without first giving them a hearing 
to find out what they are doing, does it?” 
52 They replied, “Surely you are not also 
from Galilee, are you? Search and you will 
see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.” 
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a Or the Christ  
b Other ancient authorities read is doing  
c Or come to me and drink. 38 The one who believes in me, as  
d Gk out of his belly  

e Other ancient authorities read for as yet the Spirit (others, 
Holy Spirit) had not been given  

f Gk him  



Read John 8  
The story of the woman caught 

in adultery is not present in many 
early manuscripts. This chapter, like 
the previous chapter, has a mixture 
of events and ideas. The Father tes-
tifies to Jesus, and Jesus is returning 
to the Father. The interchange with 
the Pharisees becomes more heat-
ed. Jesus declares his divinity with 
the expression “I am” and the Phar-
 i sees try to stone him. 

Reflect: Should people avoid 
judging one another? Are not two 
necessary for adultery? Why the 
dispute about illegitimacy? Why 
the reference to the devil? Why are 
the Pharisees so angry? 

Pray: People judge others too 
easily. Pray to withhold judgment 
and always to give the other the 
benefit of the doubt. 

Act: Avoid getting into argu-
ments. When they happen, main-
tain a calm composure.

The Woman Caught in Adultery 

8 [[53 Then each of them went home, 1 while Jesus 
went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning 

he came again to the temple. All the people came to 
him and he sat down and began to teach them. 3 The 
scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had 
been caught in adultery; and making her stand before 
all of them, 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman 
was caught in the very act of committing adultery. 
5 Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?” 6 They said this to test 
him, so that they might have some charge to bring 
against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger 
on the ground. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he 
straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone among 
you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” 8 And once again he bent down and wrote on the 
ground.a 9 When they heard it, they went away, one by 
one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone 
with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus straight-
ened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, sir.”b 
And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your 
way, and from now on do not sin again.”]]c 

Jesus the Light of the World 
12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the 

light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness but will have the light of life.” 13 Then the 
Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying on your own 
behalf; your testimony is not valid.” 14 Jesus answered, 
“Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is 
valid because I know where I have come from and 
where I am going, but you do not know where I come 
from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human stan-
dards;d I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my 
judgment is valid; for it is not I alone who judge, but I 
and the Fathere who sent me. 17 In your law it is written 
that the testimony of two witnesses is valid. 18 I testify 
on my own behalf, and the Father who sent me testifies 
on my behalf.” 19 Then they said to him, “Where is your 
Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor 
my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father 
also.” 20 He spoke these words while he was teaching in 
the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, be-
cause his hour had not yet come. 

Jesus Foretells His Death 
21 Again he said to them, “I am going away, and you 

1687 JOHN  8Third Proof 091229

a Other ancient authorities add the sins of 
each of them  

b Or Lord  
c The most ancient authorities lack 7.53—

8.11; other authorities add the passage 
here or after 7.36 or after 21.25 or after 
Luke 21.38, with variations of text; 
some mark the passage as doubtful. 

d Gk according to the flesh  
e Other ancient authorities read he  



will search for me, but you will die in your 
sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 
22 Then the Jews said, “Is he going to kill 
himself? Is that what he means by saying, 
‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 
23 He said to them, “You are from below, I 
am from above; you are of this world, I am 
not of this world. 24 I told you that you 
would die in your sins, for you will die in 
your sins unless you believe that I am he.”a 
25 They said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus 
said to them, “Why do I speak to you at 
all?b 26 I have much to say about you and 
much to condemn; but the one who sent 
me is true, and I declare to the world what 
I have heard from him.” 27 They did not un-
derstand that he was speaking to them 
about the Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When 
you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you 
will realize that I am he,a and that I do noth-
ing on my own, but I speak these things as 
the Father instructed me. 29 And the one 
who sent me is with me; he has not left me 
alone, for I always do what is pleasing to 
him.” 30 As he was saying these things, 
many believed in him. 

 
True Disciples 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who 
had believed in him, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; 32 and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will make 
you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
descendants of Abraham and have never 
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 
tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a 
permanent place in the household; the 
son has a place there forever. 36 So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free in-
deed. 37 I know that you are descendants of 
Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity 
to kill me, because there is no place in you 
for my word. 38 I declare what I have seen 

in the Father’s presence; as for you, you 
should do what you have heard from the 
Father.”c  

 
Jesus and Abraham 

39 They answered him, “Abraham is 
our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you 
were Abraham’s children, you would be 
doingd what Abraham did, 40 but now you 
are trying to kill me, a man who has told 
you the truth that I heard from God. This is 
not what Abraham did. 41 You are indeed 
doing what your father does.” They said to 
him, “We are not illegitimate children; we 
have one father, God himself.” 42 Jesus 
said to them, “If God were your Father, 
you would love me, for I came from God 
and now I am here. I did not come on my 
own, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not 
understand what I say? It is because you 
cannot accept my word. 44 You are from 
your father the devil, and you choose to do 
your father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning and does not stand in 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks according to his 
own nature, for he is a liar and the father 
of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you 
do not believe me. 46 Which of you con-
victs me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do 
you not believe me? 47 Whoever is from 
God hears the words of God. The reason 
you do not hear them is that you are not 
from God.” 

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not 
right in saying that you are a Samaritan 
and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I 
do not have a demon; but I honor my Fa-
ther, and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not 
seek my own glory; there is one who seeks 
it and he is the judge. 51 Very truly, I tell 
you, whoever keeps my word will never see 
death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we 
know that you have a demon. Abraham 
died, and so did the prophets; yet you say, 
‘Whoever keeps my word will never taste 
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a Gk I am  
b Or What I have told you from the beginning  
c Other ancient authorities read you do what you have 

heard from your father  

d Other ancient authorities read If you are Abraham’s 
children, then do  



death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father 
Abraham, who died? The prophets also 
died. Who do you claim to be?” 54 Jesus 
answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is 
nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, 
he of whom you say, ‘He is our God,’ 
55 though you do not know him. But I know 
him; if I would say that I do not know him, 
I would be a liar like you. But I do know him 

and I keep his word. 56 Your ancestor Abra-
ham rejoiced that he would see my day; he 
saw it and was glad.” 57 Then the Jews said 
to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and 
have you seen Abraham?”a 58 Jesus said to 
them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abra-
ham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones 
to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and 
went out of the temple. 

1689 JOHN  9

Read John 9 
 Jesus cures a blind man and this 

stirs up a controversy. The religious 
leaders are the ones who are blind 
and the one who was born blind 
actually sees. The reference to ex-
pulsion from the synagogue proba-
bly comes from the time of the 
Johannine community. 

Reflect: Who is blind today in 
the church and in society? Are you 
blind to others? What do you not 
want to see? Compare the words of 
the blind man with the words of 
the religious leaders. Why do the 
religious leaders refuse to see? Do 
you accuse others rather than ex-
amining your own motives? 

Pray: Everyone has blind spots. 
Pray to recognize those times when 
you do not want to see what is ob-
vious. Pray that you may not ac-
cuse others before examining your 
own motives. 

Act: Be sensitive to anyone who 
is handicapped. Never treat such a 
person as being inferior and unable 
to function without your help.

Third Proof 091229

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight 

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus an-
swered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 
in him. 4 Web must work the works of him who sent mec 
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool 
of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began 
to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were 
your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called 
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” 
He said, “I do not know.” 

 
The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. 
Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not ob-
serve the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were di-
vided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do 
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He 
said, “He is a prophet.” 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind 
and had received his sight until they called the parents 

a Other ancient authorities read has 
Abraham seen you?  

b Other ancient authorities read I  
c Other ancient authorities read us  



of the man who had received his sight 
19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he 
now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We 
know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is 
that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He 
will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said 
this because they were afraid of the Jews; 
for the Jews had already agreed that any-
one who confessed Jesusa to be the Messi-
ahb would be put out of the synagogue. 
23 There fore his parents said, “He is of age; 
ask him.” 

24 So for the second time they called 
the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that 
this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing 
I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do 
to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He 
answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want 
to hear it again? Do you also want to be-
come his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled 
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we 
are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes 

from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where 
he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen 
to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never 
since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person 
born blind. 33 If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.” 34 They an-
swered him, “You were born entirely in 
sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And 
they drove him out. 

Spiritual Blindness 
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him 

out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?”c 36 He an-
swered, “And who is he, sir?d Tell me, so that 
I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord,d I believe.” 
And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I 
came into this world for judgment so that 
those who do not see may see, and those 
who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of 
the Pharisees near him heard this and said 
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 
41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, 
you would not have sin. But now that you 
say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 
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Jesus the Good Shepherd 

10 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not en-
ter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by an-

other way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gate-
keeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but 
they will run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech 
with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, 
I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me 
are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 

a Gk him  
b Or the Christ  
c Other ancient authorities read the Son 

of God  
d Sir and Lord translate the same Greek 

word 



Read John 10  
This gospel has only two para-

bles: the good shepherd and the 
vine and the branches. The parable 
of the good shepherd involves 
faith. The sheep hear his voice and 
they follow. The good shepherd 
promises food and security. He 
knows each by name. He is also 
the door through which, by faith, 
they enter. The controversy with 
the Jewish leaders continues. They 
accuse Jesus of blasphemy and at-
tempt to stone him. He leaves. 

Reflect: Do you hear the voice 
of the good shepherd? Since he 
knows you by name, does this 
make you feel good? What are 
your thoughts about the opponents 
of Jesus? What can their motives 
be? Which of the teachings here do 
you particularly like? 

Pray: The good shepherd calls 
you by name. Pray for the grace to 
listen to his voice in your daily life. 
Pray for people involved in great 
disputes, especially those in the 
land in which Jesus lived. 

Act: Pay attention to names 
when you meet new people. Learn 
people’s names and use them.

saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who 
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The 
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not 
care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know 
my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 
for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong 
to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one 
takesa it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
up again. I have received this command from my Fa-
ther.” 

19 Again the Jews were divided because of these 
words. 20 Many of them were saying, “He has a demon 
and is out of his mind. Why listen to him?” 21 Others 
were saying, “These are not the words of one who has 
a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

 
Jesus Is Rejected by the Jews 

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took 
place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So 
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Mes-
siah,b tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told 
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, 
because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep 
hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Fa-
ther has given me is greater than all else, and no one 
can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.c 30 The Father 
and I are one.” 

31 The Jews took up stones again to stone him. 
32 Jesus replied, “I have shown you many good works 
from the Father. For which of these are you going to 
stone me?” 33 The Jews answered, “It is not for a good 
work that we are going to stone you, but for blasphemy, 
because you, though only a human being, are making 
yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered, “Is it not written in 
your law,d ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If those to whom the 
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a Other ancient authorities read has taken  
b Or the Christ  
c Other ancient authorities read My Father 

who has given them to me is greater 
than all, and no one can snatch them 
out of the Father’s hand  

d Other ancient authorities read in the law  



word of God came were called ‘gods’—and 
the scripture cannot be annulled—36 can 
you say that the one whom the Father has 
sanctified and sent into the world is blas-
pheming because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 
37 If I am not doing the works of my Father, 
then do not believe me. 38 But if I do them, 
even though you do not believe me, believe 
the works, so that you may know and un-
derstanda that the Father is in me and I am 

in the Father.” 39 Then they tried to arrest 
him again, but he escaped from their 
hands. 

40 He went away again across the Jor-
dan to the place where John had been bap-
tizing earlier, and he remained there. 
41 Many came to him, and they were say-
ing, “John performed no sign, but every-
thing that John said about this man was 
true.” 42 And many believed in him there. 

JOHN  10 1692

Read John 11:1–44 
Jesus learns that Lazarus is sick 

but delays going to him. He speaks 
of sleep and the disciples do not 
understand. Finally, Jesus goes to 
Bethany and speaks of himself as 
the resurrection and the life. He 
goes to the tomb and calls out to 
Lazarus. The word of Jesus brings 
Lazarus to life. 

Reflect: What does resurrection 
mean? Was Lazarus resuscitated? 
He had to die eventually. What do 
you think of Jesus’ relationship with 
Lazarus and his sisters? Is resurrec-
tion now? 

Pray: Every night, pray for a 
happy death. Believe in the resur-
rection of the body and pray for the 
assistance of those who have pre-
ceded you in faith—saints, family, 
and friends. 

Act: Reread this passage and try 
to learn more about what Christi-
anity teaches about the resurrec-
tion of the body.

Third Proof 091229

The Death of Lazarus 

11Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, 
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary 

was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,b “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and La za rus, 6 after having heard that 
Lazarusc was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go 
to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you go-
ing there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 
world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 
going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to 
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For 
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may be-
lieve. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called 
the Twin,d said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him.” 

 
Jesus the Resurrection and the Life 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarusc had 
already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two milese away, 19 and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to con-
sole them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 

a Other ancient authorities lack and 
understand; others read and believe  

b Gk him  
c Gk he  
d Gk Didymus  
e Gk fifteen stadia  



Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 
rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.a Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah,b the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.” 

Jesus Weeps 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called 

her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, 
she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with 
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quick-
ly and go out. They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When 
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at 
his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weep-
ing, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to 
weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 

tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 
stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you al-
ways hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.” 
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The Plot to Kill Jesus 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 

Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told 
them what he had done. 47 So the chief priests and the 
Pharisees called a meeting of the council, and said, 
“What are we to do? This man is performing many 
signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will be-
lieve in him, and the Romans will come and destroy 
both our holy placea and our nation.” 49 But one of 
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to 
them, “You know nothing at all! 50 You do not under-
stand that it is better for you to have one man die for the 
people than to have the whole nation destroyed.” 51 He 
did not say this on his own, but being high priest that 
year he prophesied that Jesus was about to die for the 
nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but to gather into 
one the dispersed children of God. 53 So from that day 
on they planned to put him to death. 

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked about openly 
among the Jews, but went from there to a town called 
Ephraim in the region near the wilderness; and he re-
mained there with the disciples. 

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and 
many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the 
Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for 
Jesus and were asking one another as they stood in the 
temple, “What do you think? Surely he will not come to 
the festival, will he?” 57 Now the chief priests and the 
Pharisees had given orders that anyone who knew 
where Jesusb was should let them know, so that they 
might arrest him. 

Mary Anoints Jesus 

12 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to 
Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 

raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for 
him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at 
the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly per-
fume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and 
wiped themc with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), 
said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hun-
dred denariid and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He 
said this not because he cared about the poor, but be-
cause he was a thief; he kept the common purse and 
used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave 
her alone. She bought ite so that she might keep it for 
the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with 
you, but you do not always have me.” 

JOHN  11 1694

Read John 11:45–57 
The raising of Lazarus brings the 

opponents of Jesus to a final deci-
sion. Caiaphas speaks of the solu-
tion: Jesus must die. Jesus with-
draws from public life to a country 
town while the officials look for an 
opportunity to arrest him. 

Reflect: The officials seem more 
interested in protecting their own 
position, both in religion and in so-
ciety. Does this still happen? Jesus 
does die for the sake of the people. 
Have some followers of Jesus done 
the same thing as Jesus? 

Pray: Believers should be inter-
ested more in others than in them-
selves. Pray for truthfulness in 
accepting who you are and for the 
courage to avoid being concerned 
about human respect and the pro-
tection of your own turf. 

Act: Stand up against corrupt re-
ligious and civil leaders who are in-
terested only in protecting and 
maintaining their own power.
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a Or our temple; Greek our place  
b Gk he  
c Gk his feet  
d Three hundred denarii would be nearly a 

year’s wages for a laborer 
e Gk lacks She bought it  



The Plot to Kill Lazarus 
9 When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he 

was there, they came not only because of Jesus but 
also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 
10 So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death 
as well, 11 since it was on account of him that many of 
the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 
12 The next day the great crowd that had come to 

the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 
13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord— 
the King of Israel!” 

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is 
written: 

15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, 

sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; 
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 
that these things had been written of him and had been 
done to him. 17 So the crowd that had been with him 
when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to testify.a 18 It was also be-
cause they heard that he had performed this sign that 
the crowd went to meet him. 19 The Pharisees then said 
to one another, “You see, you can do nothing. Look, the 
world has gone after him!” 

Some Greeks Wish to See Jesus 
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the 

festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who 
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we 
wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus an-
swered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man 
to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a sin-
gle grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who 
love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

Jesus Speaks about His Death 
27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I 

say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 

1695 JOHN  12

Read John 12  
This chapter, like chapters 7 and 

8, contains a variety of events and 
ideas. Mary anoints Jesus for his 
burial. Judas objects. The leaders 
plot against Lazarus. Jesus enters 
into Jerusalem triumphantly. He is 
troubled but knows his hour has 
come. He proclaims that he is the 
human face of God: “And whoever 
sees me sees him who sent me.” 

Reflect: Why was Judas so con-
cerned? Are Christians still too con-
cerned about money and its use? Is 
Jesus the human face of God for 
you? Why must the grain of wheat 
die for life? Does this explain the 
death of Jesus? 

Pray: In prayer people learn 
what is important: what should re-
main and what must go. Pray to die 
to yourself so that you may live for 
Christ and for others. 

Act: Choose one of the gospels 
and read through it carefully, pay-
ing special attention to how Jesus 
acts with people. This will give you 
insight into how God acts.
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a Other ancient authorities read with him 
began to testify that he had called…from 
the dead  



reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Fa-
ther, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and 
I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd stand-
ing there heard it and said that it was thun-
der. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is 
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 
this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when 
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
peoplea to myself.” 33 He said this to indi-
cate the kind of death he was to die. 34 The 
crowd answered him, “We have heard from 
the law that the Messiahb remains forever. 
How can you say that the Son of Man must 
be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 
35 Jesus said to them, “The light is with you 
for a little longer. Walk while you have the 
light, so that the darkness may not over-
take you. If you walk in the darkness, you 
do not know where you are going. 36 While 
you have the light, believe in the light, so 
that you may become children of light.” 

 
The Unbelief of the People 

After Jesus had said this, he departed 
and hid from them. 37 Although he had per-
formed so many signs in their presence, 
they did not believe in him. 38 This was to 
fulfill the word spoken by the prophet Isa-
iah: 

“Lord, who has believed our message, 
and to whom has the arm of the 

Lord been revealed?” 
39 And so they could not believe, because 
Isaiah also said, 

40 “He has blinded their eyes 
and hardened their heart, 

so that they might not look with 
their eyes, 

and understand with their heart 
and turn— 

and I would heal them.” 
41 Isaiah said this becausec he saw his glo-
ry and spoke about him. 42 Nevertheless 
many, even of the authorities, believed in 
him. But because of the Pharisees they did 
not confess it, for fear that they would be 
put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved 
human glory more than the glory that 
comes from God. 

 
Summary of Jesus’ Teaching 

44 Then Jesus cried aloud: “Whoever 
believes in me believes not in me but in 
him who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me 
sees him who sent me. 46 I have come as 
light into the world, so that everyone who 
believes in me should not remain in the 
darkness. 47 I do not judge anyone who 
hears my words and does not keep them, 
for I came not to judge the world, but to 
save the world. 48 The one who rejects me 
and does not receive my word has a judge; 
on the last day the word that I have spo-
ken will serve as judge, 49 for I have not 
spoken on my own, but the Father who 
sent me has himself given me a com-
mandment about what to say and what to 
speak. 50 And I know that his command-
ment is eternal life. What I speak, there-
fore, I speak just as the Father has told 
me.” 
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Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

13 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus 
knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The dev-
il had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3 Jesus, 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God and was going 
to God, 4 got up from the table,d took off his outer robe, 
and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured wa-
ter into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 

a Other ancient authorities read all things  
b Or the Christ  
c Other ancient witnesses read when  
d Gk from supper  



Read John 13:1–30 
Jesus loves his own to the end of 

his life and to the end of the possi-
bility to love. He washes their feet 
and tells them to do likewise. Oth-
erwise they will not share in his 
heritage. He then predicts his be-
trayal. Judas leaves and we are told 
that “it was night.” He returns to 
the darkness. 

Reflect: How great was the love 
of Jesus for his disciples? Does foot 
washing mean anything in contem-
porary culture? Why the reference 
to “model”? Was it just an example 
to be followed? What is the signifi-
cance of darkness in this gospel? 

Pray: Returning to the darkness 
is always possible. Pray for perse-
verance. Pray for all those who 
once believed and have aban-
doned belief. 

Act: Perform some humble ser v-
ice for another, especially someone 
who is dear to you.

and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, 
“You do not know now what I am doing, but later you 
will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, 
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does 
not need to wash, except for the feet,a but is entirely 
clean. And youb are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For 
he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.” 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his 
robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 
“Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servantsc are 
not greater than their master, nor are messengers 
greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know 
these things, you are blessed if you do them. 18 I am not 
speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But 
it is to fulfill the scripture, ‘The one who ate my breadd 
has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I tell you this now, be-
fore it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may 
believe that I am he.e 20 Very truly, I tell you, whoever 
receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever re-
ceives me receives him who sent me.” 

 
Jesus Foretells His Betrayal 

21 After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and 
declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray 
me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain 
of whom he was speaking. 23 One of his disciples—the 
one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; 
24 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus 
of whom he was speaking. 25 So while reclining next to 
Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus an-
swered, “It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread 
when I have dipped it in the dish.”f So when he had 
dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Si-
mon Iscariot.g 27 After he received the piece of bread,h 
Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly 
what you are going to do.” 28 Now no one at the table 
knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, be-
cause Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling 
him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he 
should give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving 
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a Other ancient authorities lack except for 
the feet  

b The Greek word for you here is plural 
c Gk slaves  
d Other ancient authorities read ate bread 

with me  
e Gk I am  
f Gk dipped it  
g Other ancient authorities read Judas 

Iscariot son of Simon; others, Judas son 
of Simon from Karyot (Kerioth) 

h Gk After the piece of bread  



the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was 
night. 

The New Commandment 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son 

of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. 32 If God has been glorified in him,a God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Lit-
tle children, I am with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 
35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” 

Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial 
36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you 

going?” Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you can-
not follow me now; but you will follow afterward.” 37 Pe-
ter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I 
will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will 
you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, be-
fore the cock crows, you will have denied me three 
times. 

Jesus the Way to the Father 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believeb in 
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would 
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?c 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 
there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.”d 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you know me, you will knowe my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and 
we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not be-
lieve that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; 
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Be-
lieve me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who be-
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Read John 13:31—14:31 
Jesus is going to return to the Fa-

ther. He announces his hour has 
come, the hour of his crucifixion 
and glorification. The glory of God 
always manifests God’s power and 
goodness. Jesus is the way to the 
Father for all. Jesus promises the 
coming of the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus loves the Father and 
the Father loves Jesus. 

Reflect: Why is the crucifixion a 
sign of God’s power and goodness? 
Is God present at every death, even 
a cruel and painful death? “Advo-
cate” means someone like a “de-
fense attorney.” What does the 
Holy Spirit mean to you? Do you 
have a heavy heart or a light heart? 

Pray: Include the Holy Spirit in 
your prayers. Especially ask the 
Holy Spirit for help to live each day 
as a follower of Jesus. Pray for 
strength in your continuing efforts 
to overcome sins of weakness. 

Act: The Holy Spirit leads all to 
the fullness of truth. Come to the 
defense of someone by speaking 
the truth.
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a Other ancient authorities lack If God has 
been glorified in him  

b Or You believe  
c Or If it were not so, I would have told 

you; for I go to prepare a place for you  
d Other ancient authorities read Where I 

am going you know, and the way you 
know  

e Other ancient authorities read If you had 
known me, you would have known  



lieves in me will also do the works that I do 
and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 
13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 If in my name you ask mea for any-
thing, I will do it. 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 
15 “If you love me, you will keepb my 

commandments. 16 And I will ask the Fa-
ther, and he will give you another Advo-
cate,c to be with you forever. 17 This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be ind you. 

18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am 
coming to you. 19 In a little while the world 
will no longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live. 20 On that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who 
have my commandments and keep them 
are those who love me; and those who love 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 
22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, 
how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, 

and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered 
him, “Those who love me will keep my 
word, and my Father will love them, and 
we will come to them and make our home 
with them. 24 Whoever does not love me 
does not keep my words; and the word that 
you hear is not mine, but is from the Father 
who sent me. 

25 “I have said these things to you while 
I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate,c the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, will teach you everything, and 
remind you of all that I have said to you. 
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard 
me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am 
coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would 
rejoice that I am going to the Father, be-
cause the Father is greater than I. 29 And 
now I have told you this before it occurs, so 
that when it does occur, you may believe. 
30 I will no longer talk much with you, for 
the ruler of this world is coming. He has no 
power over me; 31 but I do as the Father 
has commanded me, so that the world may 
know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be 
on our way. 
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Jesus the True Vine 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-
grower. 2 He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunese 
to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been 
cleansede by the word that I have spoken to you. 
4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch can-
not bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, nei-
ther can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much fruit and becomef my dis-
ciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my command-
ments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

a Other ancient authorities lack me  
b Other ancient authorities read me, keep  
c Or Helper  
d Or among  
e The same Greek root refers to pruning 

and cleansing 
f Or be  



Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be complete. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You 
are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do 
not call you servantsa any longer, because the servantb 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did 
not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am 
giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another. 

 
The World’s Hatred 

18 “If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me 
before it hated you. 19 If you belonged to the world,c the 
world would love you as its own. Because you do not 
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world—therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the 
word that I said to you, ‘Servantsd are not greater than 
their master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. 
21 But they will do all these things to you on account of 
my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 
22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not 
have sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had 
not done among them the works that no one else did, 
they would not have sin. But now they have seen and 
hated both me and my Father. 25 It was to fulfill the 
word that is written in their law, ‘They hated me without 
a cause.’ 

26 “When the Advocatee comes, whom I will send to 
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from 
the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27 You also are 
to testify because you have been with me from the be-
ginning. 

16 “I have said these things to you to keep you from 
stumbling. 2 They will put you out of the syna-

gogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those who kill 
you will think that by doing so they are offering worship 
to God. 3 And they will do this because they have not 
known the Father or me. 4 But I have said these things 
to you so that when their hour comes you may remem-
ber that I told you about them. 
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Read John 15  
Chapter 10 emphasized faith. 

Chapter 15 emphasizes love. Disci-
ples must remain with Jesus and 
must bear fruit, must take care of 
each other. They are friends of 
Jesus and then are friends to each 
other. They will have problems in 
the world, but they have the prom-
ise of the Holy Spirit who will de-
fend the followers of Jesus. 

Reflect: In this gospel disciples 
are called not to love their enemies 
but to love each other, to love the 
members of the community. How 
can you possibly love or care for 
those who are outside your com-
munity unless you first love those 
who share your beliefs? 

Pray: Pay attention in your 
prayers to those who share your 
beliefs. Pray for the ability to be 
sensitive to those members of your 
community who need your help. 

Act: Perform some act of kind-
ness for a member of your commu-
nity of faith. Become a volunteer 
for some ministry in your church.
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a Gk slaves  
b Gk slave  
c Gk were of the world  
d Gk Slaves  
e Or Helper  



Read John 16  
The disciples will experience 

persecution. The Advocate, the 
Helper, will convict the world in re-
gard to sin, and righteousness, and 
condemnation. He will speak the 
truth with authority. The disciples 
will experience sorrow but their 
sorrow will change to joy. Jesus will 
return to the Father but will never 
abandon them. As he has con-
quered the world, they will always 
have reason for joy. 

Reflect: How does the Advocate 
convict the world in regard to sin, 
righteousness, and condemnation? 
Does the Holy Spirit speak to you? 
Do you listen to the Holy Spirit?  

Pray: When you have problems, 
remember in your prayer the bless-
ings you have received and thank 
God for them.  

Act: Talk to someone about the 
Holy Spirit and explain what the 
Holy Spirit means to you.

The Work of the Spirit 
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 

because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to him 
who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your hearts. 7 Nevertheless I tell you 
the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I 
do not go away, the Advocatea will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he 
will prove the world wrong aboutb sin and righteousness 
and judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not believe 
in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 about judg-
ment, because the ruler of this world has been con-
demned. 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now. 13 When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and 
he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He 
will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine. For 
this reason I said that he will take what is mine and de-
clare it to you. 

Sorrow Will Turn into Joy 
16 “A little while, and you will no longer see me, and 

again a little while, and you will see me.” 17 Then some 
of his disciples said to one another, “What does he 
mean by saying to us, ‘A little while, and you will no 
longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see 
me’; and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18 They 
said, “What does he mean by this ‘a little while’? We do 
not know what he is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that 
they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you 
discussing among yourselves what I meant when I said, 
‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again 
a little while, and you will see me’? 20 Very truly, I tell 
you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will re-
joice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. 
21 When a woman is in labor, she has pain, because her 
hour has come. But when her child is born, she no 
longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of 
having brought a human being into the world. 22 So you 
have pain now; but I will see you again, and your hearts 
will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. 
23 On that day you will ask nothing of me.c Very truly, I 
tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, 
he will give it to you.d 24 Until now you have not asked 
for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, so 
that your joy may be complete. 
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a Or Helper  
b Or convict the world of  
c Or will ask me no question  
d Other ancient authorities read Father, 

he will give it to you in my name  



Peace for the Disciples 
25 “I have said these things to you in 

figures of speech. The hour is coming when 
I will no longer speak to you in figures, but 
will tell you plainly of the Father. 26 On that 
day you will ask in my name. I do not say 
to you that I will ask the Father on your 
behalf; 27 for the Father himself loves you, 
because you have loved me and have be-
lieved that I came from God.a 28 I came 
from the Father and have come into the 
world; again, I am leaving the world and 
am going to the Father.” 

29 His disciples said, “Yes, now you are 

speaking plainly, not in any figure of 
speech! 30 Now we know that you know all 
things, and do not need to have anyone 
question you; by this we believe that you 
came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them, 
“Do you now believe? 32 The hour is com-
ing, indeed it has come, when you will be 
scattered, each one to his home, and you 
will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone be-
cause the Father is with me. 33 I have said 
this to you, so that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you face persecution. 
But take courage; I have conquered the 
world!” 
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Read John 17 
This priestly prayer of Jesus con-

cerns all believers and not just 
those ordained by the sacrament of 
orders. Eternal life is now! Jesus re-
vealed to his followers the Father’s 
name. Jesus made himself holy so 
they could be holy. Thus he com-
pleted his mission. His followers 
must do the same and seek one-
ness. 

Reflect: The follower is made 
holy in the truth and then given a 
mission to help make others holy. 
Are you holy? What does holiness 
mean to you? Jesus manifests the 
love of God for all people. His dis-
ciples continue the mission. How 
do you live the mission of Jesus? 

Pray: Holiness is closeness to 
God. Pray frequently. Use the Jesus 
prayer, “Jesus, Son of God, have 
mercy.” 

Act: At night, before you go to 
sleep, let your final words be the 
Jesus prayer.
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Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

17 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked 
up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has 

come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
2 since you have given him authority over all people,b to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And 
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to 
do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had in your presence before the 
world existed. 

6 “I have made your name known to those whom 
you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from 
you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you 
gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, 
and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I 
protected them in your name thatc you have given me. 
I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the 
one destined to be lost,d so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and I speak 
these things in the world so that they may have my joy 
made complete in themselves.e 14 I have given them 
your word, and the world has hated them because they 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 

a Other ancient authorities read the Father  
b Gk flesh  
c Other ancient authorities read protected 

in your name those whom  
d Gk except the son of destruction  
e Or among themselves  



world. 15 I am not asking you to take them 
out of the world, but I ask you to protect 
them from the evil one.a 16 They do not be-
long to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; 
your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me 
into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify my-
self, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth. 

20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but 
also on behalf of those who will believe in 
me through their word, 21 that they may all 
be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am 
in you, may they also be in us,b so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. 
22 The glory that you have given me I have 

given them, so that they may be one, as we 
are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that 
the world may know that you have sent me 
and have loved them even as you have 
loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me 
where I am, to see my glory, which you 
have given me because you loved me be-
fore the foundation of the world. 

25 “Righteous Father, the world does 
not know you, but I know you; and these 
know that you have sent me. 26 I made 
your name known to them, and I will make 
it known, so that the love with which you 
have loved me may be in them, and I in 
them.” 
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The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

18 After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out 
with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a 

place where there was a garden, which he and his dis-
ciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also 
knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his 
disciples. 3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers 
together with police from the chief priests and the Phar-
isees, and they came there with lanterns and torches 
and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to 
happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom 
are you looking for?” 5 They answered, “Jesus of Naza -
reth.”c Jesus replied, “I am he.”d Judas, who betrayed 
him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesuse said to 
them, “I am he,”d they stepped back and fell to the 
ground. 7 Again he asked them, “Whom are you look-
ing for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”c 8 Jesus 
answered, “I told you that I am he.d So if you are look-
ing for me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the 
word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of 
those whom you gave me.” 10 Then Simon Peter, who 
had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and 
cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. 
11 Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its 
sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has 
given me?” 

 
Jesus before the High Priest 

12 So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish po-
lice arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 First they took 
him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, 
the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who 

a Or from evil  
b Other ancient authorities read be one 

in us  
c Gk the Nazorean  
d Gk I am  
e Gk he  



had advised the Jews that it was better to have one per-
son die for the people. 

Peter Denies Jesus 
15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. 

Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he 
went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 
16 but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the 
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went 
out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and 
brought Peter in. 17 The woman said to Peter, “You are 
not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, 
“I am not.” 18 Now the slaves and the police had made 
a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were 
standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also 
was standing with them and warming himself. 

The High Priest Questions Jesus 

19 Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his 
disciples and about his teaching. 20 Jesus answered, “I 
have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught 
in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews 
come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do 
you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; 
they know what I said.” 22 When he had said this, one of 
the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, 
saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 
23 Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to 
the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you 
strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas 
the high priest. 

Peter Denies Jesus Again 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming 
himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of his 
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 
26 One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the 
man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see 
you in the garden with him?” 27 Again Peter denied it, 
and at that moment the cock crowed. 

Jesus before Pilate 

28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s 
headquarters.a It was early in the morning. They them-
selves did not enter the headquarters,a so as to avoid 
ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 
29 So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusa-
tion do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered, 
“If this man were not a criminal, we would not have 
handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take 
him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” 

JOHN  18 1704

Read John 18:1–27 
Jesus is arrested. In John’s gospel 

there is no agony in the garden. 
Jesus controls everything, and 
when he proclaims “I am he,” 
those who have come to arrest him 
fall down as if in worship. They 
bring Jesus to Annas who questions 
Jesus to no avail. Peter fulfills the 
prediction of Jesus and denies his 
master. 

Reflect: Why does this gospel 
omit any reference to an agony in 
the garden? Jesus has concern for 
his disciples and acts with power. 
Peter is weak. The rock has be-
come a pebble. Love and commit-
ment require constant renewal and 
care. 

Pray: Temptation can be strong. 
Sometimes concern for self-preser-
vation can overcome commitment. 
Pray for perseverance amidst prob-
lems. 

Act: Jesus has already gained 
victory over the world; when you 
are in difficulty or any situation that 
you cannot handle, reflect on your 
faith in every decision you make. 
Follow the freedom of Jesus in tak-
ing up a task today that has been 
refused by other people.

Third Proof 091229

a Gk the praetorium  



1705 JOHN  19

Read John 18:28—19:16 
The trial by Pilate has seven 

scenes. Pilate continues to go in 
and out of the praetorium speaking 
to Jesus and to the Jews. He does 
not want to crucify Jesus but is 
weak and tries to placate the 
crowds. He seems curious about 
who Jesus is but does not under-
stand. He brings Jesus out and de-
clares: “Here is the man.” 

Reflect: Who sits on the judg-
ment seat, Pilate or Jesus? This 
gospel seems to imply that Jesus is 
the judge, Pilate the witness, and 
the Jews are those on trial. Why is 
truth so important in this gospel? 
Who is responsible for the death of 
Jesus? 

Pray: Pray for the Jews, who first 
heard the word of God. To them 
belong the patriarchs and the 
promises, and from them came 
Jesus and his earliest followers. 

Act: It seems anti-Semitism has 
always existed. Avoid any preju-
dice, especially against the Jewish 
people.

Third Proof 091229

The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone 
to death.” 32 (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said 
when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

33 Then Pilate entered the headquartersa again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on 
your own, or did others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate 
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the 
chief priests have handed you over to me. What have 
you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 
from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is 
not from here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For 
this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate asked him, “What is 
truth?” 

 
Jesus Sentenced to Death 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again 
and told them, “I find no case against him. 39 But you 
have a custom that I release someone for you at the 
Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King 
of the Jews?” 40 They shouted in reply, “Not this man, 
but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 
2 And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 

put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple 
robe. 3 They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King 
of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. 4 Pilate went 
out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him 
out to you to let you know that I find no case against 
him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the 
man!” 6 When the chief priests and the police saw him, 
they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to 
them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no 
case against him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have 
a law, and according to that law he ought to die be-
cause he has claimed to be the Son of God.” 

8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid 
than ever. 9 He entered his headquartersa again and 
asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave 
him no answer. 10 Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you 
refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
power to release you, and power to crucify you?” 
11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over 
me unless it had been given you from above; therefore 
the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a a Gk the praetorium  



greater sin.” 12 From then on Pilate tried to release him, 
but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are 
no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a 
king sets himself against the emperor.” 

13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus 
outside and sata on the judge’s bench at a place called 
The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrewb Gabbatha. 14 Now 
it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it 
was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your 
King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him! Away with 
him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify 
your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no 
king but the emperor.” 16 Then he handed him over to 
them to be crucified. 

 
The Crucifixion of Jesus 

So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by 
himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the 
Skull, which in Hebrewb is called Golgotha. 18 There 
they crucified him, and with him two others, one on ei-
ther side, with Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also had 
an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, 
“Jesus of Nazareth,c the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of 
the Jews read this inscription, because the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was writ-
ten in Hebrew,b in Latin, and in Greek. 21 Then the chief 
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The 
King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the 
Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have 
written.” 23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they 
took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one 
for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic 
was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24 So 
they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots 
for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the 
scripture says, 

“They divided my clothes among themselves, 
and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

25 And that is what the soldiers did. 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were 

his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 
her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 
27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. 

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now fin-
ished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am 
thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So 
they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hys-

JOHN  19 1706

Read John 19:17–42 
Romans crucify Jesus. As he goes 

to his death, he carries the cross 
himself. He controls everything, 
needs no assistance. He speaks to 
his mother and the Beloved Disci-
ple, and, before he dies, he bows 
his head and hands over the spirit. 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arima th-
ea bury Jesus. 

Reflect: Why did Jesus have to 
die? Why is there no pain and suf-
fering in this gospel’s account of 
the passion? Does the handing over 
of the spirit indicate the birth of the 
church in this gospel? Did Nicode-
mus become a believer? 

Pray: The church filled with the 
Spirit continues the mission of 
Jesus. Pray for church leaders, that 
they may recognize and act on 
their mission to holiness for them-
selves and others. 

Act: Faith and holiness demands 
acts. Express your faith this day by 
an act in favor of another.

Third Proof 091229

a Or seated him  
b That is, Aramaic  
c Gk the Nazorean  



sop and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus 
had received the wine, he said, “It is fin-
ished.” Then he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit. 

 
Jesus’ Side Is Pierced 

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, 
the Jews did not want the bodies left on the 
cross during the sabbath, especially be-
cause that sabbath was a day of great 
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the 
legs of the crucified men broken and the 
bodies removed. 32 Then the soldiers came 
and broke the legs of the first and of the 
other who had been crucified with him. 
33 But when they came to Jesus and saw 
that he was already dead, they did not 
break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the sol-
diers pierced his side with a spear, and at 
once blood and water came out. 35 (He who 
saw this has testified so that you also may 
believe. His testimony is true, and he 
knowsa that he tells the truth.) 36 These 
things occurred so that the scripture might 

be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be bro-
ken.” 37 And again another passage of 
scripture says, “They will look on the one 
whom they have pierced.” 

 
The Burial of Jesus 

38 After these things, Joseph of Arima -
thea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, 
asked Pilate to let him take away the body 
of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he 
came and removed his body. 39 Nicode-
mus, who had at first come to Jesus by 
night, also came, bringing a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred 
pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus 
and wrapped it with the spices in linen 
cloths, according to the burial custom of 
the Jews. 41 Now there was a garden in the 
place where he was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new tomb in which no 
one had ever been laid. 42 And so, because 
it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and 
the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

1707 JOHN  20Third Proof 091229

The Resurrection of Jesus 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was 
still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 

and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then 
Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 
tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 
rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, 
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 

 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As 
she wept, she bent over to lookb into the tomb; 12 and 

a Or there is one who knows  
b Gk lacks to look  



she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at 
the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away 
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 
14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him 
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew,a “Rabbouni!” (which 
means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on 
to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascend-
ing to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that 
he had said these things to her. 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 

week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

Jesus and Thomas 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twinb), one of 

the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe.” 

JOHN  20 1708

Read John 20 
Mary Magdalene finds the tomb 

empty. Peter and the Beloved Dis-
ciple run to the tomb. The Beloved 
Disciple arrives first and believes. 
Mary does not recognize Jesus until 
he calls her by name. She an-
nounces the risen Lord to the other 
disciples. Jesus appears twice to his 
friends in the upper room. The 
chapter closes with an apparent 
ending to the entire gospel. 

Reflect: What is the relationship 
between Jesus and Mary Magda-
lene? What is the relationship be-
tween Peter and the Beloved 
Disciple? Does Jesus know your 
name? Do you believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Christ? What does 
this mean to you? 

Pray: Faith needs constant sup-
port. Pray for an increase in the 
power of your faith. The Beloved 
Disciple saw the cloths and be-
lieved. Pray for people who strug-
gle with faith. 

Act: Pay attention to the names 
of people, especially those who 
share your faith and beliefs.

Third Proof 091229

a That is, Aramaic  
b Gk Didymus  



The Purpose of This Book 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in 

the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. 31 But these are written 

so that you may come to believea that 
Jesus is the Messiah,b the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in 
his name. 

1709 JOHN  21

Read John 21:1–14  
The Gospel of John has not end-

ed. This chapter seems like an epi-
logue and probably was added lat-
er. The disciples appear to be no 
longer interested in their mission of 
continuing the ministry of Jesus and 
decide to go fishing instead. With 
the help of Jesus they catch a large 
number of fish. The Beloved Disci-
ple recognizes Jesus; Peter acts im-
petuously and they all have break-
 fast. 

Reflect: Why the second ending 
of the gospel? Peter and the 
Beloved Disciple again seem to be 
in contrast. What is your image of 
Peter throughout this gospel? How 
does this compare with the image 
of Peter presented in Matthew? 

Pray: Sometimes it is difficult to 
recognize Jesus. Pray to see Jesus in 
others, especially those in need or 
those who have troubles. 

Act: Perform an act of kindness 
today for someone who is finan-
cially in need or hungry.

Third Proof 091229

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples 

21After these things Jesus showed himself again to 
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 

showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together 
were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,c Nathanael 
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others 
of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They 
went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing. 

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but 
the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus 
said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” 
They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the 
net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” 
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 
8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the 
net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only 
about a hundred yardsd off. 

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal 
fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to 
them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 
caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the 
net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of 
them; and though there were so many, the net was not 
torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” 
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus 
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did 
the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time 
that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised 
from the dead. 

 
Jesus and Peter 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that 
I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A 
second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He 

a Other ancient authorities read may 
continue to believe  

b Or the Christ  
c Gk Didymus  
d Gk two hundred cubits  



said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the 
third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell 
you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your 
own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone 
else will fasten a belt around you and take you where 
you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this 
he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 
Jesus and the Beloved Disciple 

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus 
loved following them; he was the one who had reclined 
next to Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is 
it that is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw him, 
he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” 22 Jesus said 
to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what 
is that to you? Follow me!” 23 So the rumor spread in 
the communitya that this disciple would not die. Yet 
Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If 
it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to 
you?”b  

24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these 
things and has written them, and we know that his tes-
timony is true. 25 But there are also many other things 
that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that the world itself could not contain the 
books that would be written.

JOHN  21 1710

Read John 21:15–25 
The final scene involves Jesus, 

Peter, and the Beloved Disciple. 
Peter makes his profession of love 
and seems to have been rehabili-
tated. He denied Jesus three times 
and three times he professes his 
love. He receives a share in the 
pastoral office of Jesus. The testi-
mony of the Beloved Disciple will 
remain. 

Reflect: The Beloved Disciple 
seems superior to Peter throughout 
this gospel. Why the competition? 
Why does this gospel never use the 
word “apostle”? How does the tes-
timony of the Beloved Disciple re-
main? 

Pray: The Beloved Disciple was 
a disciple, not an apostle. He wit-
nessed and belonged. Pray for ordi-
nary disciples who witness and 
belong. 

Act: Give testimony to a church 
leader—such as a bishop or a pas-
tor—to what you think can help 
the life of faith.

Third Proof 091229

a Gk among the brothers  
b Other ancient authorities lack what is 

that to you 


